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Advent is once again upon us 
The church’s Book of Common Worship reminds us 

“Advent” means coming or arrival. This word has a double significance, as in Advent 
we celebrate Christ’s coming into the world and look with longing for his coming 
again. We watch and pray with expectant hope for the establishment of God’s justice 
and the return of the Prince of Peace. As the weeks of Advent progress, the focus 
shifts to thanks and praise for the birth of the one who has already come — Jesus 
Christ our Savior. The origin of the season of Advent is uncertain. It may have been 
patterned after the season of Lent as a period of penitence before Christmas, or as a 
time of preparation for baptism at Epiphany. The Revised Common Lectionary still 
anticipates the themes of Advent in the final three weeks of the Christian year, 
including Christ the King/Reign of Christ. This feature of the lectionary allows 
preachers and worship planners to get a head start on Advent before it is eclipsed by 
preparations for Christmas.” 

It is easy for Advent to be eclipsed by Christmas, but the church tries to hold us back. 
The season is one more time when we try to carve out a bit of peace and quiet before 
the great celebration of Christ’s birth. In northern climates, as many of us know, the 
cold winter often slows us down during December. We can’t drive as quickly, it is dark 
and forbidding outside. We need the lights of the advent wreath to warm our spirits 
and remind us of the spring to come. Here in this part of the world, we don’t have to 
slow down.  As a matter of fact, we begin to speed up a bit as our snowbirds come 
home to roost for a while.  The sense of foreboding darkness is less here as we can 
continue to live with a spring in our step.  Our Advent and Christmas are a bit upside 
down, but we still have much to look forward to and anticipate as we wait for the 
coming Christ child.  

Several years ago, I heard a carol from New Zealand I have never forgotten entitled 
“Our Upside Down Christmas.” I think it speaks more to our season than the winter 
scenes of so many others.  Below are some of the lyrics: 

Carol our Christmas, an upside down Christmas; The snow is not falling and trees are not bare.  

Carol the summer, and welcome the Christ Child, Warm in our sunshine and sweetness of air. 

Sing of the gold and the green and the sparkle, Water and river and lure of the beach.  

Sing in the happiness of open spaces, Sing a nativity summer can reach! 

Shepherds and musterers move over hillsides. Finding not angels but sheep to be shorn;  

Wise ones make journeys whatever the season. Searching for signs of the truth to be born. 

Right side up Christmas belongs to the universe, Made in the moment a woman gives birth;  

Hope is the Jesus gift, love is the offering, Everywhere, anywhere, here on the earth. 

I pray we all have a meaningful Advent and joy-filled Christmas season as we receive 
again, the Jesus gift! 
Peace, Pastor Lou Ellen 
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Brett and I would like to invite you to the fellowship hour  
on December 18 between worship services. We will be 
providing some light breakfast foods and other seasonal 
goodies. This is our way of saying Merry Christmas to you all. 
We pray we will all know the joy of this season together. 
Love, Pastor Lou Ellen and Brett 

Sharing Our  
Love with the  
Church Leaders 
PAST  PRESENT  
& FUTURE 

The Christmas Joy Offering provides 
assistance to current and retired church 
workers and their families in their time of 
need and develops our future leaders at 
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges, 
equipping communities of color.  b 

We are proud to once again work with 
the Family Resource Center of Citrus 
County to help families in need this 
Christmas. We have adopted 50 
children to provide for this year. The 
Christmas Angel Tree is in the Narthex.  

If you feel called, please choose a tag 
and shop for your chosen child. Then 
bring your gift to the church office, 
unwrapped, with the tag on the 
outside of the item. If you buy 
numerous items you can place them all 
in a gift bag and tie the tag to the 
handle. 

We received the list of children late, so 
our shopping time is limited. Please, 
return your unwrapped gifts to the 
church by Wednesday, December 7th. 
Thank you for all you do for the 
children of our community.  b 

This season always brings an increase in activities and  
plans, but we hope you will continue to join us for worship 
throughout the season. Please note the dates and times  
of the season’s services below. 

December 4 Worship at 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
Isaiah 11:1-10 & Matthew 3:1-12 
Communion Service  
Sermon Title “Getting Ready” 
Advent candle: Peace 

December 11 Worship at 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
Isaiah 35:1-10 & Luke 1:46-55 
Sermon Title “Blooms in the Desert” 
Advent candle: Joy 

December 18 Worship at 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
Isaiah 7:10-16 & Matthew 1:18-25 
Sermon Title “Emmanuel” 
Advent candle: Love 

December 21 Worship at 6:00 pm 
Longest Night Service – a service of reflection, song,  
and prayer for healing and wholeness for those  
who are ill or grieving 

December 24 Worship at 6:00 p.m. 
Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols 

December 25 Worship at 10:00 a.m. 
SINGLE SERVICE at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
LIGHT BREAKFAST will be served beginning at 9:30 a.m.  
We will eat and worship together in the Fellowship Hall  
as we celebrate Christmas morning. 

January 1 Worship at 10:00 a.m. 
SINGLE SERVICE at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  
Communion Service  
Rev. Dr. Mark Scott will be preaching. 



 

 
SUNDAYS 

10:10 - 10:50 a.m. 
· Scripture Searchers: Library 

· Nursery:  Classroom 2 

· K – 5th Grade Class: – Classroom 4 

· 6th – 8th Grade Class: Classroom 6 

· 9th – 12th Grade Class: Classroom 5 

· Anchored (Youth Group) Meeting 
Classroom 5 (6:00 – 7:30pm 

· Anchored Confirmation Lessons will 

begin in January during regular 
meetings. 
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As you all know, the Holiday season can be very lonely for our 
Nursing Home residents. This year, we are going to have a tree 
with tags for the residents of Citrus Health and Rehab Center. 
Please choose a tag and shop for this person and then wrap your 
gift and place the tag on the outside (If you buy numerous items 
for one person you can place them all in a gift bag and tie the 
tag to the handle).  

On Sunday December 18, Santa and the teens from Anchored 
will be going to Citrus Health and Rehab to deliver the gifts and 
sing Christmas carols. Please return ALL gifts by the 11:00 a.m. 
Worship Service on December 18. If you wish, you may drop off 
gifts at the Church Office anytime before December 18. 

Thank you,  Adyson Baker 
Activities Director Citrus Health and Rehab Center 



Looking ahead the Christmas Advent season will find us back in 
the WOW mode with dinners scheduled for December 7th and 
the 14th at 6 pm. Sign-up sheets are available in the Narthex. 

January 22, 2023 is the annual Congregational Meeting 
luncheon which will follow the 11 am service and meeting. 
(Fried Chicken, mashed potatoes, coleslaw, biscuits, and 
gravy)! Please sign up on the sheet provided in the Narthex. 

Looks like there is interest in the Great Britain/Scotland/
Ireland trip. We will be able to follow our Presbyterian roots 
and perhaps your family’s too. Yeah!! Ron Hatton’s daughter 
and travel agent have agreed to organize and handle the 
details of this adventure. There is plenty of time to sign up if 
you are interested. More details will follow in the new year.  

For those who wish to stay in the states for travel, the 
Fellowship Committee is looking into a March trip to Savanna, 
GA., taking in the sights and smells from Azaleas to seafood 
boils. If you are interested in this adventure, please sign up in 
the narthex. Once again, we are looking for interested folks. 
Tentatively this would be from 3/19/23 (leaving right after 
church) and returning late afternoon 3/22/23. 

We are looking forward to more picnics, WOW dinners, and 
travel adventures in 2023.  b 

Updated Church Directory 
During this past year, we have lost many members because 
they passed away, or they have moved, locally or out of state. 
We have also had members who have changed their email 
address or phone number. We do not have picture 
directories, however, if you would like to have a directory 
with updated contact information of our members, please 
contact the church office to request one. You may email us at 
fpcinvoffice@gmail.com, or call 352-637-0770.  b 

CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP 

NEWSWORTHY EVENTS 

HELP FOR THE 
HOMELESS 

All year, we have given bags of food to 
homeless people who stop by the church 
office and ask for them. Kenn Thornton 
has a heart for people who need help. She 
has participated in many projects at First 
Presbyterian Church, and in November, 
she generously donated 24 food bags. We 
want to thank Kenn for her kindness and 
openhearted spirit.  b 

Presbyterian Women Ministry  

We have now studied three of the Twelve Women Of The 
Bible series. Eve, Rebekah, and Leah, who all faced challenges. 
In our next lesson we will study Hannah. These are timeless 
messages for us to apply in our own lives today. Please join us 
as we learn what the study of Hannah has to offer. Our next 
meeting is December 7th at 10am. This 
month we will be meeting for our lesson 
and a light potluck lunch in the home of 
Barbara Caudill, 9003 Swift Court, 
Inverness. Laura Zurawski 352-250-1593. 

As we enter into holiday mode, the 
Deacons continue sending birthday 
cards, anniversary cards, get-well 
cards, and cards to let church 
members know they are out of sight 
but thought about and prayed for 
regularly. We try to keep in touch 
with those who may have been 
hospitalized or just unable to attend 
church. Our combined efforts are to 
assist members in any way we can. 
We are making and delivering some 
Christmas bags to those in facilities 
or our homebound friends. If 
anyone needs help, contact the 
church office or see one of your 
Deacons. We are here for YOU. 



A Home for the Holidays 
Habitat for Humanity dedicated 
Home #233 in the Citrus Springs 
Community just in time for 
Thanksgiving. What a blessing for 
the Richards family as they 
completed their partnership with 
Habitat. And our church family 
and friends added to their 
blessing with a brand-new washer 
& dryer. FPCI has been part of 
every HFH of Citrus County 
dedicated since 2008 with home #37. Any donation toward 
future W&Ds should be made to First Presbyterian HFH/W&D 
acct. #8545. Lots more washing ahead in 2023!  b 

The Holiday season signals the time for 
celebrating. Tables for Six has their 
Christmas event scheduled for Friday, 
December 16 at the home of George 
Schumacher and Phoebe Wilson. There 
will be a signup sheet in the Narthex as 
usual. Our gatherings generate new 
friendships and renewal with previous 
friends. We invite you to share the joy 
of Christmas with your Church family. 
Laura Zurawski 352-250-1593. 

 

 

Dear FPC members and friends, 

Thank you ever so much for the many get 
well cards, phone calls, and notes of 
encouragement. They really give me 
hope and seem to soothe my soul. 
Thanks also goes to the prayer warriors 
for their many healing prayers. 

My triple bypass surgery was major 
surgery for me. I didn’t realize that my 
recovery would be such a long, slow 
process. I thank God every day for John 
and his son, Lenny, who tenderly care for 
me. I miss you all, and I pray that I will 
see you again once my recovery is 
complete. Again, thank you from the 
bottom of my heart! 

With gratitude and thankfulness, 
Karen Dallas 

Pastor Lou Ellen Hartley,  
Dr Dennis Bennett, Board of Deacons,  
Corporate Officers, Church Staff: 

On behalf of the late Trevor Campbell my family and I thank 
each and everyone for making his going away service and 
repose so wonderful. Thank you, all my church family, for all 
your love and support. God Bless you all for your prayers, words 
of comfort, and sympathy cards. Words cannot express my 
appreciation. 

Thanks to everyone, too numerous to name. May heart goes 
out to you all. Thank you church family for being there for us. 

God Bless you all,  
Member, Nora Campbell 

Thank you for all your thoughts, prayers and cards 
concerning my surgery. Your love and prayers were felt and I am 
doing very well. Thank you! 

Vicki Oorbeck 

Our Operation Christmas Child shoebox 
mission project for 2022 has been sent 
on to Atlanta for processing. This is our 
19th year to be part of Samaritans Purse 
ministry to hurting children in over 130 
countries. Our final shoebox count for 
2022 is 359.  

Thank you, Church family and friends, for 
loving children all over the world in the 
name of Jesus.  b 

   THURSDAY PAUSE 
The Thursday Bible Study group has completed their extensive 
examination of King David in I & II Samuel – 38 sessions! After 
the traditional holiday break, Thursday will resume on January 
12th. Come join the group at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
The emphasis will be a New Testament study in the New Year. 
Just bring your Bible and a hunger for the Word. A rewarding 
New Year’s Resolution! Plus, those appreciated homemade 
cookies.  b 



October 24, 2022 

Hello my brothers, I am sending you photos of a 
new school for children that we have opened on 
Saturday afternoons in the church. It has been a 
great blessing for all. God keeps moving and, we 
also have to move. At the moment, we are doing it 
every 2 weeks, but later we will do it every week. 
The children are already passing by asking when 
the next one is.  

Glory to 
God 

Angel 
Lambertt 

November 13, 2022 

Many blessings my brothers. I leave you some 
images of our services over the weekend. We 
had a wonderful time with the children of the 
community. We are doing it every two weeks. I 
also leave you images of today’s service, with-
out electricity but with great joy. Construction 
is progressing quite well. Then I send you im-
ages so you can see how everything is turning 
out. When we finish what we are doing now 
we want to stop until next year. 

A big hug and abundant blessings for all our 
brothers. We always pray for all of you. 

Everything has its time, and everything that is 
wanted under heaven has its time. 

Angel Lambertt Pierra 


