Page

May 2022
First Presbyterian
Church
206 Washington Ave.
Inverness, FL
34450
Phone: 352-637-0770
Fax: 352-637-6326
Website:
www.fpcinverness.org

Mission
Statement:
Email:
“To
know
Jesus
fpcinvoffice
@gmail.com
Christ
personally, to
make Him known,
and to reflect His
love through
worMission
Statement:
ship, education, and
“To know
Jesus
Christ
service
to all.”

personally,
to make Him known,
Issue
and In
to This
reflect
His
lovePastor
through
worship,
Craig Davies
2
education,
fellowship,
Stephen Ministry
3
and service to all.”
Christian Education

4

Youth “Ministry
Truly I

tell

6

Nurses’
Corner
you,
anyone

9

who
Calendar

10

will not

receive the

Committees

kingdom of God

Our Members

like a little child

12
16

Birthdays & Anniversaries 17

will never

Editor’s enter
Cornerit.”

18

Kid’s Puzzle
Mark

20

10:15

Page 2

Throughout the month of
May we are in Eastertide,
the Season of Easter. Our
Book of Common Worship
(BCD) describes Easter as a
time when we “stand in
light of the resurrection to
Rev. Lou Ellen Hartley see a new creation, transformed by the grace and
glory of God.” So often we emphasize the season of
Lent as we prepare to celebrate Easter. When Easter
arrives we celebrate, decorate, and go all out for that
special day. In reality, Easter is the center of our
church year. “The faith we claim and the life we live
depend on the affirmation, celebration, and proclamation of Christ’s resurrection.” (BCW)
Now, I’ve been here for less than a year, but
one thing I have learned is our congregation likes to

celebrate, to get together to eat and laugh and enjoy
time with one another. The good news is, we officially get 50 days of Eastertide to celebrate! We
shake off the season of Lent with its fasting and
somber feeling, and embrace the joy of living in
God’s grace. As a matter of fact, “In ancient practice, fasting and kneeling were forbidden during the
weeks of Easter.” (BCW)
I pray that all of us as individuals and together as a
congregation will find ways to celebrate the gift of
Easter, the grace it symbolizes, and the power of
God’s presence in our lives and the world. Nothing
is mundane when you live in the light of the resurrection.
With love and Easter joy,
Pastor Lou Ellen

we follow David’s turbulent life. Can we relate?
And, by the way, what’s your favorite homemade
cookie? We always have homemade cookies!

Sundays 10:10 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.
Conference Room
Please join us in walking in the footsteps of
Saint Paul as we study “The Call,” a book written
by Adam Hamilton, which deals with the life and
message of The Apostle Paul. All are welcome.

Come when you can. Leave when you must!

10:00-11:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall

The Thursday Bible Study group continues
with the dramatic life of David in the Old Testament. Chapters 8-11 will be discussed this month as

Sundays 10:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall

Mark your calendars for an additional adult
Sunday School class to begin on May 15. This is an
ideal class for new members, folks from nonpresbyterian backgrounds, or life-long Presbyterians
who would like to know a little more about who we
are. Mark your calendars, and we will see you then.
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Remembering Our Loved Ones

ing ways. We appreciate your dedication and time to
work with us and your Church. May God bless us
and all people through these ministries.

We thank you for your gifts of remembrance for Sarah Andreichuk and Phyllis
LaFontaine
Remembering a loved one
with a Memorial Gift is a
permanent tribute. You may
acknowledge them and their
lives by bringing or mailing
your gift to the church office. You may also place it
in the offering plate.
Please indicate clearly that your donation is a
Memorial Gift, the name of the individual who is
being remembered, and the name of the individual
who is the donor. These gifts are recorded in the
church Memorial Book located in the stand beneath
the Tree of Life in the Narthex.
Memorials
Susan Simpkins

The term Deacon comes from the Greek
word diakonos meaning servant. The term designates an appointed member of the church who assists by serving other members and meeting material
needs. Deacons are the hands and heart of the
Church in a ministry of caring, love, compassion,
prayer and sympathy. All of this caring is a privilege
and a blessing. The Deacons work together in the
name of service and justice of Jesus Christ and care
in the direction given to them by the Holy Spirit.
The Board of Deacons is made up of 12
members and comprised of six subcommittees.
These committees have various responsibilities for
the care of the church family and are: Bereavement,
Homebound, Prayer Ministry, Hospital, Parish Ministry and Phone. A Moderator is selected from this
Board to oversee these committees.
Heartfelt thanks go out to all the volunteers
that help the Deacons in their many special and car-

Church Picnic
Come one, come all to the
church picnic on Saturday,
May 14th, at 5:30 p.m. It
will be held outside near
the youth houses. Men’s
Fellowship is cooking for
this event. There will be
games for all ages along
with delicious food and
fellowship. For those
interested, a sign-up
sheet is available in
the Narthex.

Before COVID restrictions, our church has
traditionally provided a pre-game meal for several of
the athletic teams of our local Citrus High School.
The team members and coaches would enjoy a meal,
a devotion, and a modest give-away.
This was an outreach to our community high
school and a natural extension of the local
Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) ministry.
Our own Bruce Cook and Frank Mattox are part of
(Continued on Page4)
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Continued from Page 3)
the leadership team of the middle school and high
school FCA. With the liftingof most COVID
precautions, our own Men’s Fellowship and Jim
Inmon prepared a meal for the Citrus High School
baseball and softball teams prior to their game on
April 19th.
These team meals are another way to serve
our community and our youth. And it’s exciting to
see our Fellowship Hall full of energetic,
enthusiastic teens and youth! And introduce them to
our church. It’s a mission!

What’s your favorite color? Most every child
can tell you their favorite. As is our custom, every
month we designate one item to gather for our
Operation Christmas Child (OCC) shoebox mission
project. The month of May is coloring books and
crayons. Coloring can be soothing to a troubled
child as they deal with difficult situations. So gather
up some coloring books and crayons and bring them
to Heidi’s cubby hole storage spot by the church
office. When our OCC packing party comes on
September 21st, we’ll have lots of coloring to put in
each box. The Lord has given us beautiful colors to
brighten our world – He could have made
everything in black and white! So, enjoy your favorite color!

Did you know that we have a unique mission
opportunity for the foster children of our area? We
have been collecting new or gently used small suitcases for the children through the Foster Parents’
Association of the Department of Children and
Families (DFC).

As one child said, “My brother and I
grabbed our trash bags of belongings and were
dropped off at the door of an unfamiliar house.” No
one should feel like garbage. Having your own sturdy, clean suitcase shows that someone cares.
What’s in your closet? If
you have a gently used, small suitcase that you no longer need, bring
it to the church office for distribution. When we have a dozen or so
collected, the Mission Committee
will deliver them to DCF to bring some dignity to a
hurting child. This small gesture can make a difference!

The homeless are still
hungry and thirsty. Our church is
still collecting items for the homeless. The non-perishable food items
we recommend to collect are: beef
jerky, protein bars, granola bars,
fruit cups, and Gatorade or
Powerade.
Please think of the homeless
when you are at the grocery store.
A blue collection box is available in
the Narthex for the items you
obtain. If you need more information, please contact Mary Lou Brown at (941)
716-7288. Thank you!

“It is in your hands to create a better
world for all who live in it.”
—Nelson Mandela
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What a wonderful day for golf we had
recently. We are blessed. It’s such fun when you hit
the golf ball, and it has a mind of its own. After the
game, many of us gathered at the Olive Garden
restaurant for more fun and fellowship.
The team of Jerry Reynolds, Don Stafford,
Paul Perregaux, and George Poormon tied with Bob

Waldron, Phil Horne, and Bob
Saria for first place.
Thanks to all golfers who enjoyed a wonderful day. We’ll plan another soon.
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Birthdays
1

3
4
7
8
9
13
17
19

21
22
24

Bayush Alford
Beza Alford
Judy Morris
Jess Smith
Richard Moody
JoAnn Suplee
Ashley Augustine
Joan Fritzeen
Danny Sullivan
Nancy Foley
Mary Beth Smith
Katie Hooker
Nancy Dixon
Sandra Leamer
Lloyd Abel
Christopher Paschall
Janice Torppa
Laura Zurawski

Tables for Six is resuming! We hope you
will sign up for this fun time of fellowship and of
course a time for sharing your favorite, yummy recipes with each other. Publix makes good food if you
can’t cook, your contribution doesn’t have to be
homemade.
This is open to singles as well as couples so
don’t be bashful. Once again we will need people to

28
29
30

Trip Mundy
Bailey Berlin
Barbara Burgess

Youth Birthdays
12
20

Campbell Bennett
Jackson Anderson

Anniversaries
2
3
8
12
20
26
27
29

Eric & Joan Fritzeen
Bruce & Georgia Cook
Dr. Dennis & Reg Bennett
Charlie & Jen Stauffer
Barry & Gail Fiske
John & Janet Jones
Dallas & Lori Evans
Clifton & Wanda Hart
Lenny & Jamie Spakow
Gordon & Leslie Craig

volunteer to host so please indicate on the sign-up
sheet if you are willing and how many people you
can accommodate.
This year we are going to use a different
technique of pairing up hostesses and attendees. We
will draw names from the sign up sheet from a hat.
If you wish to be paired with someone please put
both names on one line.
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In Sympathy
The congregation would like to express its
most heart-felt sympathy to the family of Phyllis
LaFontaine, who was called Home to the Lord on
March 19, 2022.
It would also like to offer its most sincere condolences to the Shepard family, on the David Shepard,
who entered the life Eternal on April 3, 2022
Please keep these families in your prayers as they
mourn their loss.

More than 150 years ago,
Memorial Day took shape
amid the backdrop of the
U.S. Civil War. Before it
ended, women began decorating the graves of fallen
soldiers.
In 1868, when May 30
was designated as Decoration Day, loved ones placed
flowers on the graves of Union and Confederate soldiers alike.

On behalf of the Board of Deacons I would
like to send a big thank you to all who donated
cards! We have separated, matched up missing envelopes, and marveled at the amount of cards we
received.
We have already sent out a number of them,
but I’m sure at another time we could use more get
well, thinking of you, and whatever else you may
have on hand! Save them for us and you will probably receive one back!

By 1882, Decoration Day became
known as Memorial Day, and soldiers who
died in other wars were honored too. Over
time, it became a day to remember all loved
ones who have died — in war and otherwise.
In 1971, Congress declared Memorial
Day a national holiday to be observed on the
last Monday in May. On Memorial Day, we
pause to remember people who made the
ultimate sacrifice for their country and for
our freedom. We also pray for those who
continue serving, especially those in harm’s
way.
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Editor’s Corner

Please note, the deadline for the
issue is Friday, April 15th.

May

Each month the Pres-ByLines is available for viewing
or download on our website
www.fpcinverness.org. It also
is available in print at the Ask
Me Information Desk in the
narthex and in the lobby
adjacent to the church office.

Committee chairpersons and others who
have news, comments, or suggestions should place
the items in John Engberg’s church office mailbox, or email them to him at mrbyte@earthlink.net,
or to the church at fpcinvoffice@gmail.com.

Many blessings to all our brothers and sisters
of the first Presbyterian church of Inverness. We
have finished the month of March in style, and we
thank God for all the goals we have been able to
achieve.

We are preparing for Easter so I will send
you some photos of our services and the things that
we will be doing here on this special date.

I am sending you some photos of the construction we were doing in the front part of the temple. This represented a great advance for the work
that we had been carrying out and soon we will begin
work on the second floor.
Once again thank you for your generous offerings which are vital support for the support of this
work of the house of God. Later we will send you
photos of the doors, what we are doing and what we
want to put on.
The services every Sunday are a great blessing. New people come and gather to hear the word.
Soon we want to start again with Bible Study services on Tuesday nights.
I had the opportunity last week to visit our
missions in the field again, and I tell you that the
work continues and that the brothers gather and work
evangelizing and preaching the word to attract new
people. On Sundays they come and travel as far as 34 miles to come to Sunday services.

John Engberg
Editor

Yesterday, Sunday, I preached about the
book of Habakkuk taking the brothers through each
chapter and talking about what happened to the
prophet, and I ended with these verses that I give you
below
Habakkuk 3:17-18: "17 Though the fig trees
do not blossom and there are no grapes on the vines,
though the olive crop fails and the fields lie empty
and bear no fruit, though the flocks die in the fields
and the stables are empty, 18 yet I will rejoice in the
LORD! I will rejoice in the God of my salvation!"
We enjoy it and we rejoice because we know
that God has great things prepared for his people.
May the Lord bless you a lot,
Angel Lambertt Pierra
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May 23rd
May 21st

Memorial Day
May 30th

