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As we enter into the
month of June, we see the
end of Eastertide and enter
the season of Ordinary
Time. That is, after we
celebrate
Pentecost
on
June 5th.
Pentecost is always a
glorious day in the life of the church as it marks the
day on which God poured out the Holy Spirit onto
and into the church. Many say this is when the
church was born, and many people believed and
followed Christ for the first time.
Rev. Lou Ellen Hartley

We have much to celebrate this Pentecost.
We will congratulate our graduates, celebrate the
sacrament of communion, and baptism. Pentecost
2022 will be one to remember!
The traditional color of Pentecost is red as a
symbol of the tongues of fire that appeared with the
Holy Spirit came to the first disciples in the
second chapter of Acts. So, remember to wear red!
After Pentecost, we will turn from red to
green. We will enter, once again, the gift of
Ordinary Time. Now, don’t let the term “ordinary”
equal “boring” or “unimportant.” To the contrary,
Ordinary Time is a time of fullness and life in the
church.
According to the Presbyterian Mission
Agency web page, Ordinary Time “comprises all the
days not marked by a specific season. It stretches on
for 27 to 29 Sundays (not counting the Sundays of
the Transfiguration, All Saints and the Trinity), or

33 to 34 partial weeks depending on how early or
late Easter falls on the calendar and whether the year
has 52 or 53 weeks.
The name “Ordinary Time” does not mean
ordinary as we use the word. It comes from the word
ordinal, an adjective denoting a numerical position
of an object. It’s “first, second, third,” instead of
“one, two, three.” Originally, all the Sundays that
weren’t contained in the Advent/Christmas or Lent/
Easter seasons were indicated by ordinal numbers,
hence the designation. Ordinary Time is basically
“counted time.”
Ordinary Time is the time between the great
high holy season and days of our church calendar.
We spend a great deal of time getting ready for
Advent/Christmas and Lent/Easter that we need time
to breathe and rest and grow into the meaning of
those days. “ The holy days are the mountaintops,
whereas Ordinary Time is the slopes, valleys and
flatlands. All are beautiful - and necessary….
Ordinary Time is a time for us to discover
that in Christ, our lives are filled with grace,
forgiveness and hope. We live as people of faith,
‘new creations in Christ,’ not just on Christmas and
Easter, but also during the times in between where
most of life takes place.”
I pray we all discover that our ordinary days
are blessed with the joy of Christ’s presence in our
lives.
Grace and peace to you all,
Pastor Lou Ellen

We are each a God-carrier and a sanctuary of the Holy Spirit.
—Archbishop Desmond Tutu
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Tuesday Evenings - 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Sundays 10:10 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.
Conference Room
Barbara Caudill is leading a study on “The
Good Gospel.” All are welcome. Bring your
questions! Come when you can; leave when you
must.

10:00-11:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall

As is our custom, the Thursday Bible Study
group will be on summer break until September.
Chapter 11 of II Samuel was our last session in May.
And we left King David in a self-inflicted dilemma
with Bathsheba. What happened next? Join the
group when they resume in September and see the
sad consequences for David.
Why not join this group at 10:00 a.m. every
Thursday in the Fellowship Hall, come September.
And a whole new group of cookie recipes will be
offered – what will be your favorite?

Attention all working men, sportsmen, and
others interested in participating in a Tuesday
Evening Men’s Bible Discussion! Dr. Dennis
Bennett will be facilitating this study during the
coming summer from June 7th through August 16th.
If interested, a signup sheet is available in
the Narthex. Any questions, please contact the
church at (352) 637-0770 or Barbara Caudill at
(352) 875-8685. The discussions will be conducted
at an off-campus site, with a possible light meal.

Sundays 10:00 a.m. Pastor’s Office

This is an ideal class for new members, folks
from non-Presbyterian backgrounds, or life-long
Presbyterians who would like to know a little more
about who we are.

It is almost time for school to end
for a summer break and that
means that Cedarkirk Summer
Camp is set to open. Any teens
who are interested in attending,
please call the church office (6370770) for details and cost.
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to complete the partnership with Habitat for their
very own home.
Our Deacons are the hands and heart of our
church in a ministry of caring, love, compassion,
prayer, and sympathy.
Our Board of Deacons is made up of 12
members who choose which committee they feel
called to serve. The committees are the
Bereavement
Committee,
the
Homebound
Committee, the Prayer Committee, the Hospital
Committee, the Parish Ministry Committee, and the
Phone Committee.
We always welcome offers to help to send
cards, rides to doctor’s appointments, grocery store,
and help with Bereavement receptions. If you would
like more information, contact Barbara Inmon at
(352) 201-9360.

Our church family and friends will furnish
each new Citrus County Habitat home with a brand
new washer and dryer set. This has been one of our
hometown missions since 2008 and Habitat home
#37. In March of this year, Habitat home #226 was
dedicated to bring our mission project to 186 washer
and dryer sets so far.
All of us can appreciate the blessing of an
in-home washer and dryer, especially with Florida’s
summer rains. Any donation toward this mission
project should be submitted to the church and
designated HFH/W&D Fund. It’s a mission!

Thanks to all members of our Board of
Deacons for their dedication and a “job well done.”
And, thanks to the congregation for the donations of
greeting cards!! Our committee sent out over 80
cards in April.
Barbara Inmon,
Moderator

Our
Citrus
County
Habitat for Humanity (HFH)
affiliate is currently building
the first two homes in their
project in Citrus Springs. The
infrastructure is all in: i.e.
clearing the land, putting in sewer
and water lines, paving the neighborhood roads, and
providing electricity. These two homes will,
hopefully, be ready for their families sometime this
summer. Thirty families have been approved to
begin their qualifications and “sweat equity” hours

How many pairs of socks are in our dresser
drawers? One of the most requested Operation
Christmas Child (OCC) shoebox items is socks for
boys and girls of all ages. Socks are so basic, but so
much needed for most of these children who receive
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes. And they
don’t take up much room in the shoebox!
So, our item for June for OCC shoeboxes is
socks of all colors and patterns – the louder, the
better! If you find a good buy, gather them up and
bring to Heidi’s cubby hole storage area, near the
church office.
Call Audrey Mattox, the shoebox lady, at
(352) 341-2484 or see her in church. Your ideas
may be a real added bonus for our OCC “packing
party” in September. We’re part of a world-wide
mission to children in over 130 countries. And, the
Lord has already picked out the child that will
receive the blessing of your box!
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1
2
3
8
9
10
11
12

15
16
18
19
21
22
23
24
25

Birthdays
Brian Smith
Bob Hanelius
Lori Evans
Diane Freund
Myrna Hocking
Ron Shafer
Mike Butts
Kristin Handley
Young Ja Chi
Jimmy Dixon
Mary Ebhardt
Jamie Spakow
Adele Wardrop
Alex Handley
Greg Andreichuk
Jaymee Ebhardt
Dagmar Lucente
Harriet Mirabella
John Morrison
AJ Taylor-Vendur
Vicki Oorbeck
Alison Tsai
Audrey Mattox
Dorothy Stanton

26
27
28
29
30

Blaise Bresnahan
Lois Spurgin
Alyson Boccia
Dr. Dennis Bennett
Kathy Hanelius
Erin Boccia

10
30

Youth Birthdays
Grace Ferguson
Camden Baker

7
8
11
14
15
17
20
23
24
27
28

Anniversaries
Dave & Betty Davis
Bob & Judy Morris
Richard & Betsy Moody
Dr. Tom & Susan Hendrick
Bob & Bonnie Purcell
Sonny & Tanya Jaros
Billy Joe & Keitha Stoney
Don & Pat Stafford
Ed & Michelle AugustineFretz
Lloyd & Wilma Abel
Gary & Susan Simpkins
Rev. Jim & Alice Capps

We need a back-up volunteer for the Nursery
in case Vicki Oorbeck is unavailable. We are also
seeking volunteer assistance in the Library.
Please call the church (637-0770), if you are
interested.
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PCUSA Offering for Children,
Youth, and Young Adults
Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we
celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and the
birthday of the church. The Holy Spirit
remains with us still, connecting
us with the church of the
past, continuing to inspire
the church of today, and
pointing us to the church of the future. Each
year, this celebration is marked by receiving the
Pentecost Offering* which nurtures the faith of
those who are the church to come.
In the Book of Jeremiah, Jeremiah shares the
statement: “I know the plans I have for you, says the
Lord, ... to give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah

Many blessings to all our brothers. We give
glory to God for all the things God continues to do
in our midst.
First of all we would like to thank you for
your generous offerings with which we are
supporting the work here in the church. Please tell
all the people at First Presbyterian Church of
Inverness that we have already received the $1,000
offering that they sent us through our brother Pedro
Fuentes. Everything arrived without mishaps, and
we will give it the use that most glorifies the Lord
and helps us to continue extending the kingdom of
God in Guira de Melena.
Many blessings to all,
Angel Lambertt Pierra

29:11). These striking, comforting words reminded
the Israelites that, despite their experience of the
present, God’s gesture, thoughts and plans for them
- and for us - are peaceful, abundant and hopeful. At
Pentecost, we celebrate that God offers more than
we can plan. Our gifts to the Pentecost Offering
connect with God’s hope and future, supporting
ministries with children, youth and young adults by
building a life of faith.
* Congregations keep 40% of raised funds to
initiate or support programs for young people in
their communities. This year the 40% of raised
funds will go to Citrus County Blessings.
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In Sympathy
The congregation would like to express its
most heart-felt sympathy to the family of Michael
Smith, who was called Home to the Lord on May 6,
2022. Please keep Michael’s family in your prayers
as they mourn their loss.

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family,
Trevor and I thank you all for your prayers,
your cards, telephone calls, and your concerns. It
brings such joy and comfort hearing from our
church. Thank you all.
Please continue to keep us in your prayers.
In Christ,
Trevor & Nora Campbell

there would be good news, sometimes bad.
As the cancer metastasized to my lungs, the
next step was more tests in order to determine if it
had spread further....to the brain, the liver, or other
organs. Danny once again requested I be added to
the prayer-chain list at that particular juncture, as I
was again overcome with helpless despair.
Yesterday, I got the results of those latest
tests, and miraculously the cancer hadn't spread
anywhere else. In addition, the nodules in my lungs
hadn't grown any bigger. My treatment options were
discussed with the oncologist, and he indicated I was
a perfect candidate for a brand new immuno-therapy
drug that he felt would optimize my chances of
vigorously attacking the cancer cells.
It is my firm belief that you and your
wonderful people on the prayer-chain group have
absolutely made the difference! I whole-heartedly
believe in the power of prayer, and your selfless, and
sincere intervention on my behalf is appreciated
beyond words.
From the bottom of my heart, thank you all,
and God bless each and every one of you. You DO
make a difference!
Neil Sullivan

Pastor Hartley,
I wanted to take a moment to sincerely thank
you and your prayer-chain group for generously, and
with such heartfelt human-compassion, praying for
my well being.
As a melanoma-lung cancer patient, my life
has been quite a "roller-coaster ride" over the past
months. There have been times when I was
completely overcome with despair. Why me?....what
did I do to deserve this?
When initially diagnosed, I went through
various tests, M.R.I.'s, C.A.T. scans, etc. Sometimes
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Editor’s Corner

Please note, the deadline for the July
issue is Wednesday, June 15th.

Each month the Pres-ByLines is available for viewing
or download on our website
www.fpcinverness.org. It also
is available in print at the Ask
Me Information Desk in the
Narthex and in the lobby
adjacent to the church office.

Committee chairpersons and others who
have news, comments, or suggestions should place
the items in John Engberg’s church office mailbox, or email them to him at mrbyte@earthlink.net,
or to the church at fpcinvoffice@gmail.com.
John Engberg
Editor

June 5th
Trinity Sunday
June 12th

Fathers’ Day
June 19th
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We celebrate Flag Day on June 14th each
year. It commemorates the adoption of the flag by
the Second Continental Congress on that
day in 1777.
President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed June
14th as Flag Day in 1916; but it wasn’t until August
1949, our National Flag Day - June 14th - was
established by an Act of Congress.
Our cover this month features our flag, and
words from our National Anthem
shown below, inspired by the
immortal poem penned by Francis
Scott Key, following the British
bombardment of Ft. McHenry in
September, 1814, during the war
of 1812.
Verse 1

Oh, say, can you see, by the
dawn's early light, What so
proudly we hail'd at the
twilight's last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and
bright stars, thro' the perilous fight, O'er the
ramparts we watch'd, were so gallantly
streaming? And the rockets' red glare, the
bombs bursting in air, Gave proof thro' the
night that our flag was still there. O say,
does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O'er the land of the free and the home of the
brave?
Verse 2

On the shore dimly seen thro' the mists of
the deep, Where the foe's haughty host in
dread silence reposes, What is that which
the breeze, o'er the towering steep, As it

fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?
Now it catches the gleam of the morning's
first beam, In full glory reflected, now
shines on the stream: 'Tis the star-spangled
banner: O, long may it wave O'er the land of
the free and the home of the brave!
Verse 3

And where is that band
who so vauntingly swore
That the havoc of war
and
the
battle's
confusion home and a
country should leave us no
more? Their blood has
wash'd out their foul
footsteps' pollution. No
refuge could save the
hireling and slave From the
terror of flight or the gloom
of the grave: And the star-spangled banner
in triumph doth wave O'er the land of the
free and the home of the brave.
Verse 4

O, thus be it ever when freemen shall stand,
Between their lov'd homes and the war's
desolation; Blest with vict'ry and peace,
may the heav'n-rescued land Praise the
Pow'r that hath made and preserv'd us a
nation! Then conquer we must, when our
cause is just, And this be our motto: "In God
is our trust" And the star-spangled banner
in triumph shall wave O'er the land of the
free and the home of the brave!

