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Mission Statement: 

“To know Jesus Christ 
personally,  

to make Him known, 
and to reflect His  

love through worship, 
education, fellowship, 

and service to all.” 

 

 “Truly I tell 
you, anyone  
who will not  
receive the  

kingdom of God 
 like a little child  

will never  
enter it.” 

Mark 10:15 

Around the Corner 
Lent is just around the corner. That time of year from 
Ash Wednesday to Easter when we focus on Jesus’ 
days leading up to the cross. Soon many of us will be 
answering the question, “What are you giving up for 
Lent this year?” This seems to be the church  
equivalent of new year resolutions except you only 
have to do it for six weeks instead of a lifetime. We 
tell ourselves, “I can give up chocolate for six weeks! 
I can go without dessert for 40 days. I will not swear 

until Easter.” At least these are examples of what people think of when  
giving up something for the season. Often we do not have to ask someone 
if they’re participating because they’ll tell us. “Oh my goodness it’s only 
the third day of Lent, I don’t think I can make it without caffeine, candy, 
naps, television, screen time, video games, texting, Facebook, or whatever I 
have given up! Woe is Me!”  

Of course this tradition originated out of something more spiritual 
than simply punishing ourselves with small sacrifices. The Lenten  
discipline of fasting or of giving up is a spiritual endeavor. In the early 
church, Lent was the time in which new converts would undergo spiritual 
reflection, confession, fasting, and prayers in preparation for their baptism 
on Easter Sunday. Others who had fallen away from the church community 
would likewise spend the Lenten season in prayer and fasting in order to 
prepare to rejoin the church and be welcomed back into fellowship. Fasting 
from certain foods or refraining from certain activities helped to set aside 
the sacred nature of the days and honored Christ’s own sacrifice on the 
cross.  

Today, we tend to view Lent with less intention or meaning, but we 
can reclaim this time and follow the Lenten discipline in a meaningful way. 
When we consider giving up something or abstaining/fasting, the key is 
replacing that sacrifice with something else like prayer, acts of kindness, 
memorizing scripture, etc. If you choose to give up a certain food like 
chocolate, then every time you crave a piece or reach for it, say a prayer 
instead. If you choose to give up an activity, then fill that time with  
ministry, write a note and send it, volunteer, etc. When we engage Lent in 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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Around the Corner (Continued from Page 1) 

this way, we may find this season leading up to 
Easter increases in meaning. Perhaps we will find 
ourselves transformed and our faith strengthened. 
Maybe we will carry on with a new habit that forms 
and find our lives are richer as we live into God’s 
grace that grows within us.  

I pray you will find a meaningful way to  
prepare your hearts for Easter and the coming  
days of Lent. 

Peace and love to you! 
Pastor Lou Ellen 

 This year we will be offering two different 
times for worship on Ash Wednesday. At noon on 
March 2nd, we will gather in the Sanctuary for a 
service of prayer and the imposition of ashes. Then 
we invite you to stay for a simple lunch of soup and 
bread. 

 If you are unable to attend the noon 
service ,we will meet at 6:00 p.m. for worship with 
no meal.  

 Beginning March 9th, we will meet in the 
Fellowship Hall for a brown bag lunch, Lenten 
prayers, and discussion. We invite you to bring your 
own lunch as we explore and practice various prayer 
styles throughout the season. This is a chance to 
fellowship, pray, and practice together. Join us! 

Grief Support Group 

 Pastor Lou Ellen will be leading a grief  
support group on Monday, March 21st, at 11:00 in 
the Parlor. This initial meeting will be a time for us 
to discuss the structure and frequency of future 
meetings. The support group is open to anyone who 
has experienced the loss of a loved one and would  
benefit from the prayerful support of others. Grief 
can be such an isolating experience, but we can  
support one another and help one another through 
the most difficult days. 

There is of course no intellectual discipline which is more exacting than the 
discipline which makes it possible to enter into another person's point of 

view, whose antecedents and training and environment, moral or  
intellectual or theological, are widely different from one's own. 

        J. F. Bethune-Baker (1908) 
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Sundays 10:10 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. 

Conference Room 

 Barbara Caudill is leading a study on  
Paul, based on the book “The Call,” by Adam 
Hamilton. There will be no class on March 13th. 

 All are welcome. Come when you can. 
Leave when you must! 

10:00-11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 

The Thursday Bible Study has finished up 
their focus on I Samuel of the Old Testament. The 
emphasis was on David's life journey from Goliath 
to his escape from the wrath of King Saul. Now the 
group will go to II Samuel as David becomes King 
with all its temptations.  

Come and join this lively group as we 
explore the scriptures. No experience is necessary, 
just bring your Bible and a hunger for His Word. 
And those homemade cookies are a plus! A small 
group setting is one of the very best ways to connect 
with church family and friends. Don't miss out! 

Get on Board
 The new Deacons are all in place along with 
the Deacons who have been on board. All have 
chosen a committee to head or to work on. There are 
also those in the congregation who work with the 
Deacons, and you could be one of them.  

 We are always looking for people to help us 
in serving those who are unable to do certain things 
for themselves or are just happy to receive a card or 
a friendly voice on the phone. If you can spare just a 
few minutes to call someone who is “under the 
weather,” or drive them to a doctor’s appointment, 
or help with a little project they need help with, 
please call the church office and they will advise the  
Deacons of your desire to help, and you will  
be contacted.  

 
Remembering Our Loved Ones 

 We thank you for 
your gifts of remembrance 
for Sarah Andreichuk and 
Fran Brannen. 

Remembering a loved one 
with a Memorial Gift is a 

permanent tribute. You may 
acknowledge them and their lives by bringing or 
mailing your gift to the church office. You may also 
place it in the offering plate. 

Please indicate clearly that your donation is a 
Memorial Gift, the name of the individual who is 
being remembered, and the name of the individual 
who is the donor. These gifts are recorded in the 
church Memorial Book located in the stand beneath 
the Tree of Life in the Narthex. 

Memorials 
Susan Simpkins 

 

 

 

From the Habitat Magazine ― Habitat’s  
vision is a world where everyone has a decent place 
to live. Habitat for Humanity began in 1976 as a 
grassroots effort on a community farm in southern 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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Georgia. The Christian organization has since 
grown to become a leading global nonprofit  
working in local communities across all 50 states in 
the U.S. and in more than 70 countries. It’s a “hand-
up not a hand-out” program for individuals and  
families willing to work and partner with Habitat for 
their very own home. 

As a special mission project, our church 
family and friends have furnished each new Habitat 
home built in Citrus County with a washer and 
dryer. Our first donation was House #37 in 2008 ― 
that was 180 sets of washers and dryers ago!  

The Citrus Springs area is the current site for 
Habitat homes with five new homes scheduled to be 
completed soon. With the current housing crisis  
being felt by so many low-income families, this is a 
much-needed ministry, and we are a part of it. 
Watch the church bulletin for dedication dates, and 
come and see faith in action! 

 

 

Where were you on Saturday, February 
12th? The Lord blessed us with a warm, dry, and 
sunny day to be out on the farm. Fifty-four of our 
church family and friends greeted their favorite 

bovines, went on a hayride (it took 
2 trips), and enjoyed a bounti-
ful potluck supper on the porch. 

The final touch was s’mores by 
the campfire. 

The 12 children just 
enjoyed being outside on the 

tire swing and feeding the 
cows. A perfect family day! 

This 21st annual day on the Mattox farm is a fitting 
way to celebrate church family and hopefully the 
beginning of the end of the pandemic! 

 Whew! Hopefully this Pandemic is coming 
to a slow crawl, and we can begin to enjoy the 
Christian Fellowship of our church community.  

· Coffee service will resume March 6th between 
the Sunday Morning church services. The  
Fellowship Committee will be preparing a light 
lunch for Ash Wednesday, March 2nd, follow-
ing the noon service. Maundy Thursday, April 
14th, at 5:30 p.m., will be celebrated in 
Fellowship Hall with a somewhat traditional 
middle eastern meal.  

· The Men’s Fellowship will be planning a church 
picnic outside near the cottages on the church 
property in May. Fun, food, and fellowship! 

· The “Battle of the Bowls” (AKA Chili cook-off) 
will be coming back in October with a twist and 
a surprise. More information will be coming. 
You have time to look through those recipes and 
pick a winner! 

· We, along with Men’s Fellowship, are looking 
into some local trips to keep us busy during the 
summer and Holiday seasons. Personally, I can’t 
wait to get out of the “stay close to home  
routine.” 

· Presbyterian Women’s Ministry, formerly Pres-
byterian Women, meets the first Tuesday of the 
month in the Library. We hope you will be  
joining us each month. We are currently  
studying a video series by Rob Bell that has 
been thought provoking as well as creating   
discussion among the group. We are supporting 
an idea with the Men’s group called the “Box of 
Love” that is for donations of paper products, 
laundry soap, bath soap, dish soap and toilet  
articles that will be given to the homeless at the 
time of the quarterly “Pancake Breakfasts.”  

 Look for the Women’s group to be wearing 
Easter bonnets this year!  

Carol Kircoaf 
Chair of Christian Fellowship 

Hayride Report 
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 As is our custom every month from February 
thru August, we collect an item for our shoebox 
ministry Operation Christmas Child. The month of 
March is for anything that bounces, i.e. balls small 
enough to go into a shoebox. Both boys and girls 
enjoy balls and can make a game out of one – it’s 
universal.  

If you find a good buy on smallish balls, 
scoop them up and bring them to Heidi’s cubbyhole 
storage area near the church office. Come  
September, we hope to put a ball in every shoebox 
at our packing party. It’s a mission! 

P.S. Thanks everyone for the recycled 
Christmas cards. Enough has been donated to put 
four – five cards in each box at our September  
kick-off event. Praise the Lord! 

 

Infants in Need 
The Infants in Need mission, which started 

in March 2019, has delivered a total of 117 bags 
through December 2021. The needs for 61 baby 
girls and 56 baby boys have been provided by the 
contributions made by our members. 

Sandy Olson 

 

Spring Cleanup 
Please join us on Saturday, 

April 2nd, for our 
annual Spring Clean 

Up of the outside of our 
church. Our rain date will be 

April 9th at the same time. 

 The day will be kicked off at 8:00 a.m. with 
donuts and coffee. Our church is constantly on 
display, so with your assistance in this endeavor, our 
church will maintain its beauty and be one we are 
proud of! 

 At this time we will be picking up debris, 
weeding, refreshing our flower gardens, redoing the 
urns in front of the Narthex, placing some mulch, 
trimming a few bushes and trees, plus whatever  
requires our attention. 

 Don’t forget to bring your gloves, rake, 
shovel, trimmers or your favorite piece of garden 
equipment. Donations to help defray expenses 
would be greatly appreciated. 

 Thank you for your support in helping to 
keep our church a beautiful place for all to worship. 
Many hands make light work! 

The Property Committee 

 

 Okay Folks, it’s about time to have a golf 
scramble with our winter visitors. 
Place is the Citrus Hills Golf and 
Country Club. Date is Saturday, 
March 19th. It’s open to everyone. 

You may select your team or just sign 
up and be placed on a team.  

 We will tee off at 2:00 p.m. and 
encourage everyone to get to the course a 
bit earlier so we can get off on time. Cost 

is $20 unless you had paid for the last 
scramble that got rained out.  

 For those who would like to enjoy more fun 
and fellowship, we will meet at the Olive Garden 
restaurant after the scramble. If you have any 
 questions or want to sign up, phone Greg 
Andreichuk, 860-0426, or Frank Mattox, 341-2484. 
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 Birthdays 
2 Lois Thomas 
4 Bruce Cook 
9 Steve Hrycaj 
10 Adyson Baker 

Sandra Doughman 
13 Alice Capps 
14 Dallas Evans 
 Ron Foley 
15  Emily Reisdorf 
16 Shirley Perregaux 
17  Beverly Black 
18 Barbara Caudill 

21 Susan Black 
23 Helen Batten 
25 John Breeze 
27 Jackie Bennett 
31 Doug Cruickshank 
 Audrey Shephard 
 

 Anniversaries 
6 Erin & Alyson Boccia 
12 Wilson & Mildred Martin 
30 Daniel & Megan Carella 
  

Christian Symbols 
The Shamrock was used by St. Patrick to teach people about 
the Godhead. Holding up a shamrock, he challenged them, “Is 
this one leaf, or three?” Inevitably, people replied that it was 
both, prompting St. Patrick to draw the analogy that so, too, is 
God: one God in three Persons — the Holy Trinity. 
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In Sympathy 

Notes 

 

 

 The congregation would like to express 
its most heartfelt condolences to the family of 
Betty Ryerson, who entered the Life Triumphant 
on December 20, 2021; and to the family  
of Janet Lorenz, who passed into the Life  
Eternal on January 20, 2022. 

 We also would like to express our deepest 
sympathy to the family of Al Ballantine, who 
was called Home to the Lord on January 29, 
2022.  

 Please keep these families in your prayers 
as they mourn their loss. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends 

 From all of us here at CUB, I extend a heart-
felt thank you for your donation of $250 and your 
donation from 3 Cents-A-Meal of $820.09.  

 It has truly been a few years of struggle for 
many, but CUB has continued to provide food,  
utility help, and other assistance to our community. 
In 2021 we distributed over 142,000 pounds of food, 
spent $9,500 in utility and other help, We were also 
able to provide toys to over 800 Citrus County 
children through our Toys for Tots program.  

 We would not be able to lend a helping hand 
to our neighbors, if not for the support of those in the  
community like you. It truly is a circle of  
people helping people. Your kindness and belief in 
our mission is appreciated, not just from us, but also 
from those who come to us in difficult times.  

Sincerely,  
Kelly Selph  

Executive Director  

 

Dear Friends, 

 A big thank you to my church family for all 
of your prayers, cards, concerns, calls, and visits. 
Along with all the care I am receiving from my 
biological family and friends, I am being well cared 
for and will soon be back on track. God bless all of 
you. 

Love, Sylvia McKean 

 

Dear Church Family and Friends, 

Thank you all for the lovely get well cards, 
the many phone calls, and all your prayers for me 
while I was recovering from my knee surgery. I 
thank the Lord for all of you! 

In Christian Love, 
Frank Mattox 

 

Dear First Presbyterian Church, 

 You have a big heart! Thank you for sharing 
it when we needed it the most. 

Sincerely, 
Your Friends at the Path 

It is in your hands to create a better world for all who live in it. 

     —Nelson Mandela 
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Editor’s Corner 

Each month the Pres-By-
Lines is available for viewing 
or download on our website 
www.fpcinverness.org. It also 
is available in print at the Ask 
Me Information Desk in the 
Narthex and in the lobby 
adjacent to the church office. 

 Please note, the deadline for the April 
issue is Tuesday, March 15th. 

 Committee chairpersons and others who 
have news, comments, or suggestions should place 
the items in John Engberg’s church office mail-
box, or email them to him at mrbyte@earthlink.net, 
or to the church at fpcinvoffice@gmail.com. 

John Engberg 
Editor 

 By now everyone knows that the Men’s Fellowship group had its 
Trash and Treasure sale on January 21st and 22nd. But not everyone is 
aware of just how successful the event was. Our group raised almost 
$3,600 during the two days. The total was much more than any of us 
expected, considering that we held a two-day sale, instead of our usual 
three days. 

 The money we raised will be used to maintain our scholarship 
fund, as well as to support local charities. Our group doesn’t keep any of the profits. In fact, we have 
already given away over half of the proceeds; the rest will be dispersed during the coming months. 

 The Men’s Fellowship group would like to thank everyone who helped with the sale. Whether 
you donated items, purchased items, baked cakes and cookies, or worked before, during, and after 
the sale, we appreciate it. You made a valuable contribution to our cause, and we couldn’t have done 
it without you. God bless all of you, and thank you for your continued support. 

Jim Inmon 
Ron Shafer 

The members of Men’s Fellowship 
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March 2nd 

First Day of Spring—March 20th 

March 27th 


