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Mission Statement: 

“To know Jesus Christ 
personally,  

to make Him known, 
and to reflect His  

love through worship, 
education, fellowship, 

and service to all.” 

 

 “Truly I tell 
you, anyone  
who will not  
receive the  

kingdom of God 
 like a little child  

will never  
enter it.” 

Mark 10:15 

      The Joy of Life 
 For Christmas, just a few weeks ago, I 
gave to my husband a kitten. Lily is her name. 
She’s a tabby, grey and brown with black strips 
and a white belly. She was born at the end of  
October and surrendered to the pound a few 
weeks after. I happened to be looking for a kitten 
the day after she arrived. I met her, signed the 
papers, and took her home the week before  

Christmas to surprise my  husband. 

 She was tiny and timid when she first arrived. We were afraid 
that our old cat wouldn’t like her very much. It didn’t take long for 
her to come out of her shell and wrap the rest of us around her finger. 
She’s tiny, but she is mighty. She is all kitten. She is an acrobat who 
does flips and somersaults and then pounces on mice only she can 
see. When she is running from one end of the house to the other, at 
times it appears she forgets which part of her body should go first. 
Her hind end comes around to the front, she trips and falls, and then 
starts running sideways.  

 If there’s a toy, she’ll play with it. If there’s not, she’ll use 
whatever intrigues her at the moment. That could be a tissue, a tiny 
string, the old cat’s tail. Anything is fair game. Everything is new to 
her, and she must investigate any bag, piece of paper, or new smell 
that invades her space. She practices being more of a cat than adult 
cats actually are.  

 She provides hours of entertainment along with scratches on 
our arms and legs where she tried to use us as a climbing post. There 
is nothing but joy in her little body which she exudes constantly until 
she falls fast asleep to recharge herself for the next round of play 
time. This little creature helps us laugh and keeps us on our toes. 

(Continued on Page 2) 

Rev. Lou Ellen Hartley 
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Joy (Continued from Page 1) 

 Over the past few weeks, having this 
little bundle of energy in our home has reminded 
me how important it is to try to find joy in our 
lives. I don’t suggest you all go adopt a pet to 
run amuck in your home, but I would hope we 
can all find and embrace those things that make 
us thankful and nurture hope. 

 I find that when I am busy or feeling 
more stress than usual, the first thing I do is stop 
going outside for walks or bike rides. The  
problem is, I love being outside where I can hear 
birds, the breeze in the trees, see and identify 
wildflowers, and soak up the sunshine. That  
nurtures my soul because I can see so clearly 
God’s hand in nature. I find such joy in creation, 
and it helps me feel at home and at peace. For 
some of us our spirits are nurtured by other 
things like picking up a new book.  

 For others it may be meeting old or new 
friends. Perhaps it is making that appointment 
we have put off or turning off the television in 
order to call a friend. Perhaps it will be  

volunteering or inviting your neighbor for  
coffee. You may find extra time for prayer and 
sitting quietly with God, finding joy in the love 
God has for you and the rest of the world. 

  So often we believe when we take time 
to nurture our own spirits, we are wasting time 
which should be spent more productively. We 
mustn’t forget Jesus spent time with friends, on 
the mountainside, in the boat, or out to dinner. 
He read, he noticed the birds in the trees, the 
grass that was growing, the weeds taking over 
the garden. He spent time alone when he needed 
to, and he joined the party from time to time.  

 Regardless of where we find ourselves or 
in what stage of life, I pray we all take the time 
to seek joy, to nurture our spirits, and offer 
thanks. Since we have entered the season of 
Ordinary Time in the church calendar, this is the  
perfect time to live into the joy of life in Christ. 

Peace, 
Pastor Lou Ellen   

Hebrews 11 is called the Hall of Faith because it’s a  
partial list of ancestors who lived out their belief in God. 
Who is named in this chapter? 

A. Adam, Eve and Seth; B. Abel, Enoch, Noah and Sarah; 
C. Moses’ parents, Moses and Rahab; D. Deborah, Bath-
sheba and Huldah; E. A and B; F. B and C; G. C and D. 

 

Answer: See Hebrews 11. 
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Sundays 10:10 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. 

Conference Room 

 Barbara Caudill is leading a study on  
Moses, based on the book “In the Footsteps of 
the Reluctant Prophet,” by Adam Hamilton.  

 All are welcome. Come when you can. 
Leave when you must! 

10:00-11:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall 

 What an adventure it has been to follow 
the life of David in the Old Testament. His was 
not a perfect life, but oh how the Lord used him!  
Goliath was a high point, but there were many 
low points as we finish up in I Samuel. 

 Now on to II Samuel – that’s where Bath-
sheba comes in. Come join us as we continue 
this journey. Again, it’s Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. 
in Fellowship Hall. It’s a very low-keyed group 
with a hunger for what the Lord has to teach us 
through His Word. Bring your Bible and a desire 
to learn together – plus there are cookies! 

 
 

 We thank you for your gifts of  
remembrance for Sarah Andreichuk, and Dave 
Herbst. 

 Remembering a loved one with a  
Memorial Gift is a permanent tribute. You may 
acknowledge them and their lives by bringing 

or mailing your gift to the church office. You 
may also place it in the offering plate. 

Please indicate clearly that your donation 
is a Memorial Gift, the name of the individual 
who is being remembered, and the name of the 
individual who is the donor. These gifts are  
recorded in the church Memorial Book located 
in the stand beneath the Tree of Life in  
the Narthex. 

Memorials, 
Susan Simpkins 

 Even though we are starting a new year, 
your Deacons are continuing their assignments. 

 The Phone, Hospital, and Homebound 
Committees are still making phone calls and 
sending cards. Bereavement is available at  
present, after funerals for light snacks in  
Fellowship Hall. Announcements will be made 
if we are unable to use Fellowship Hall due to 
Covid restrictions. Parish Ministry is available 
to help those who need trips to doctors, therapy, 
etc. The Prayer Committee meets once a week 
for prayers that have been requested by or for 
members and their families. 

 Deacons are a caring, dedicated group of 
people who have been called to help those in 
need of help, even if it’s just a phone call. 

Barbara Inmon, 
Moderator 
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 Pledge and Loose Plate Revenue for the 
month of December totaled $49,600.64, and  
expenses were $52,559.53, which resulted  
in a net loss for the month of $2,958.89.  
 

 If you need your contribution statement 
and have not already requested it, please call the 
church office, 352-637-0770, and let them know 
if you would like it emailed or if you would like 
a printed copy to pick up at the church. 
 

 Every church has apportioned a share of 
the Presbytery, the synod, and the General  
Assembly for ecclesiastical purposes. This 
years' apportionment is based on church 
membership for 2021. The amount to be paid 
this year per communicant member is $34.00 
per person. When making your payment, please 
note on your check in the memo section 
"Per Capita." 

 As always, if you have any financial  
concerns or questions, please feel free to call 
Dana Rodriguez at the church, 352-637-0770, or 
email her at fpcDRodriguez@gmail.com. 

 Once again our church family and friends 
participated in the annual Salvation Army Red 
Kettle Christmas campaign. Our location has 
always been the Winn-Dixie store on Highland 
Avenue in Inverness. This year’s collection 
total, $11,400, was a $2,000 increase over what 
was collected in 2020. 

 Our Presbyterian volunteers manned the 
kettle, and this saved the Salvation Army $2,300 
in labor costs. So this truly is “mission in  
action.”  

 Thanks to our church family and friends 
for faithfully supporting the Christ-centered 
work of our local Salvation Army. And special 
thanks goes to Glenn and Susie Smith who 
together served over 200 hours ringing those 
bells at the red kettle!  

 May the Lord continue to bless us with 
this opportunity to make a difference . 

 Now that we are into a new year, we’ll 
start planning for Operation Christmas Child 
(Continued on Page 5) 

May you always have love to share, health to spare, and friends that care! 

May you be blessed! 

        Sharon Pattison 
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(Continued from Page 3) 

2022. Each month we collect a different item for 
our packing party in September that kickoffs our 
shoebox mission project.  

 The month of February is washcloths and 
bar soap. So if you find a good deal on these  
wash-up items, snatch them up and bring to  
Heidi’s cubby hole spot near the church office. 
We put two washcloths in each box – one to 
wash and one to dry. Such a simple thing but so 
appreciated by these children. 

 Samaritan’s Purse has disaster and 
medical missions all over the world, but this 
shoebox mission goes directly to the “least of 
these” in more than 130 countries.. 

 So, remember that February means wash-
cloths and bar soap with that extra splash of the 
love of Christ! Any questions? Contact the 
shoebox lady, Audrey Mattox, at 341-2484 or 
see her in church. 

 

 

 Saturday, February 12th, is the date. The Mattox 
farm at 10781 E. Nottingham Drive, Inverness is the 
place. Hayride, bovine encounter, potluck supper, and 
s’mores by the campfire is the occasion. Time is 3:30-7:00 
p.m. It all began in 2001 so #XXI is the number. The  
Mattox place is in the “boonies” - not hard to find, just 
two left turns past the church on Highway 44 East.  

 Bring a dish to share and let’s fellowship together 
outside on the porch and/or the deck. Hayride is optional; 
the porch swing is a good soothing motion. 

 Give Frank or Audrey a call at 341-2484 to sign up 
and/or for directions. Leave your phone number in case of 
rain or bad weather. The bovines look forward to this  
annual event -- it’s a tradition!  
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Christian Symbols 

Birthdays 
2  Gene Roberts 
3  Bill Morgan 
6 Dave Davis  
8 Jean Thatcher 
10 Bob Morris 
 Sandy York 
11 Bob McIntosh 

Keitha Stoney  
13 Jean Jackson 
 Kenn Thornton 
21 Sue Allen 
 Linda Tompkins 
22 John Burgess 
 Young Ha Chi 

 
 Karen Dallas 
 Nancy Harris 
23 Nancy Lumley 
25 Charles Stauffer 
28 Kay Dey 
 Carol Rowda  
 
Anniversaries 
3 John & Barb Burgess  
5 Bob & Sandra Scott 
12 Ron & Vera Hatton 
16 George & Nancy Poorman 
21 Russ & Barbara Hackett 
22 Donald & Beverly Black  

 

EVERGREENS—These trees, which keep their green 
leaves year-round, are symbolic of Christmas, 
eternal life and God’s everlasting love. In the Bible, 
evergreen trees are called the “cedars of Lebanon,” 
suggesting growth (Psalm 92:12), height (Amos 2:9), 
fragrance (Hosea 14:6), and steadfast faith. 
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In Sympathy 

Notes 

 

 

 The congregation would like to express 
its most heartfelt condolences to the family of 
former member Mozelle McKenzie, who passed 
into the Life Triumphant on June 26, 2021; and 
to the family of Frances Brannen, who was 
called Home to the Lord on January 11, 2022.  

 Please keep the McKenzie and Brannen 
families in your prayers as they mourn their loss. 

 

 

 

 

Dear church family, 

 I want to thank you so very much for all 
the prayers and concerns you have shown to me 
and to Dave during his very long illness. We  
also want to thank those people who came to 
Dave’s Celebration of Life service and all those 
involved in the service. 

With prayerful thanks, 
Peggy Herbst 

 

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family, 

 Merry Christmas and Happy and Healthy 
New Year! It is an honor to serve our great  
community alongside you. Thank you for your  
support and commitment to life. I know God has 
big plans for us in 2022! 

For His Kingdom, 
Stephanie Bell 

The Pregnancy & Family Life Center 

 

News from Angel Lambertt Pierra 
 God bless our sister Presbyterian Church 
in Inverness, 

Yesterday was a joyous day for us  
because we were able to baptize four new  
members of our church. We had been waiting 
for the moment for months, but because of the 
pandemic we have not been able to hold more 
services. 

But yesterday was a day of celebration 
for God’s people, and we welcomed these four 
mighty people into our membership. Glory be to 
the Lord! He added every day those who were to 
be saved. 

Many blessings to all! 
Angel Lambertt Pierra 
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Editor’s Corner 

Each month the Pres-By-
Lines is available for viewing 
or download on our website 
www.fpcinverness.org. It also 
is available in print at the Ask 
Me Information Desk in the 
narthex and in the lobby 
adjacent to the church office. 

 Please note, the deadline for the March 
issue is Tuesday, February 15th. 

 Committee chairpersons and others who 
have news, comments, or suggestions should place 
the items in John Engberg’s church office mail-
box, or email them to him at mrbyte@earthlink.net, 
or to the church at fpcinvoffice@gmail.com. 

John Engberg 
Editor 

 St. Valentine was a priest who 
was executed around 270 A.D. There 
are many things we don't know about 
this martyr, but there are 
numerous, sometimes 
conflicting, stories about 
his life and death. One 
says that he was slain for 
performing weddings in 
secret after the Roman 
Emperor, Claudius II, had 
outlawed them. Another 
legend says it was  
because he helped  
Christians escape from 
brutal Roman prisons. 

 In 498 A.D., just  
over 200 years after  
Valentine's execution, 
Pope Gelasius declared February 14 
as St. Valentine's Day. Valentine's 
love for God and humanity has made 
him "the patron of love" in the Roman 

Catholic Church and for people 
around the world. 

 By the mid-1700s it 
was common practice for 
friends and sweethearts 
to exchange trinkets 
made in the shape  
of hearts or to send  
handwritten notes of  
affection on February 14.  

 It's believed that 
Valentine himself sent the  
first "valentine" while  
imprisoned. He is said to 
have written a letter to a 
young girl who visited him 
in prison just before his 
death. He signed the 

letter, "From your Valentine," a senti-
ment still used today. 

The Valentine’s Day Story 
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February 27th 


