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Order of Worship                        Holy Communion Sunday                          September 5, 2021 

9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
 

PREPARATION AND PRAISE 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE                   “Holy, Holy, Holy” (Worship Choir)                    by Schubert 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively) 
Leader: Our merciful God, maker of us all, pleads the cause of the poor and afflicted. 
People: Open our hearts to demonstrate God’s grace through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (in unison) 
 Good and generous God, you have blessed us with favor and counted us; as your 
people through our glorious Lord Jesus Christ. Freed by your grace, let us extend your 
generosity to others, sharing our bread with the poor, pleading the cause of the afflicted, 
and receiving all who assemble in your name with the warmth of your love and the 
richness of your hospitality; in the good name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*OPENING HYMN #517          “We Come as Guests Invited”               See Overhead 
 

*CALL TO CONFESSION  
 Let us confess our sins to the Lord who surrounds us with favor forevermore. 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (responsively) 
 We pray, as often as we meet, that we might “perfectly love you.” Indeed, we have been 
commanded from the beginning, to love you with all our hearts and all our souls and all our 
minds and all our strength. We have pledged to love, pledged in our prayers and in our 
baptism, in our confirmation and with our best resolve. But we confess … we love you 
imperfectly; we love you with a divided heart, with a thousand other loves that are more 
compelling, with reservation and qualification, and passion withheld and devotion 
impaired. We do not now come to pretend before you, but to confess that we do not, as 
we are, love you perfectly; we do not keep your commands; we do not order our lives by 
your purpose; we do not tilt toward you as our deepest affection. But we would … love 
you more perfectly, 
by the taste of bread become your flesh, by the swallow of wine become your blood, by the  
praise of our lips and beyond our usual reasoning, by the commandments that are not burden 
but joy to us, by embracing your passion for neighbors, by your ways of justice and peace and 
mercy, by honoring the world you have made all all creatures great and small, by self-care that 
knows you as our creator. 
Lead us past our shabby compromises and our cheap devotion; lead us into singleness of 
vision and purity of heart, that we may will one thing, and answer back in love to your 
great love to us. Free us from idolatries, and our habits of recalcitrance, tender our 
hearts, gentle our lips, open our hands, that we may turn toward you fully toward your 
world unguardedly. Let us bask in your freedom to be fully yours, and so trusting fully 
our own. We pray through the Lord Jesus who loved you singularly, perfectly, fully—to 
the end. Amen. 



*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 The mercy of our God triumphs over judgment through our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has pleaded our cause, forgiven our sin, healed our sickness, and delivered us from evil. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI 
 

IN WITNESS OF THE WORD 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
GOSPEL LESSON                                                                                                Mark 7:24-37 
 
EPISTLE LESSON                                                                                  James 2:1-17 
 
SERMON                                             “Living Faith”                         Pastor Lou Ellen Hartley 
 

IN RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 
ANTHEM                      “I Choose Love” (Worship Choir)        Music by Mark Miller 
                                                                               Words by Lindy Thompson (2016) 
 
CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
    
   INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 
   PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
   SHARING THE BREAD AND THE CUP 
 
   PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
*CLOSING HYMN #335       “Though May I Speak”                             See Overhead 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                                      (Rick Dahlinger) 
 
A prayer warrior is available in the Prayer Parlor after both services. 
 
*Indicates to please stand if you are able. 
 

THE END OF OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP -  
THE BEGINNING OF OUR WORSHIP AS SERVICE. 

 
Next Sunday: September 12, 2021 

“Sticks and Stones” 
James 3:12 

Pastor Lou Ellen Hartley will be preaching 



 Welcome 
Especially to those who may be worshiping with us for the first time. 

We pray that you experience Christ’s presence in our midst, and that it will sustain you 
in the week ahead. We hope you will consider making First Presbyterian Church your 
church home in Inverness. 

The Nursery is open for our 11:00 a.m. service. Please call Vicki Oorbeck, our 
Nursery Care Attendant, (352) 201-1592, should you need the nursery at the 9:00 a.m. 
service. 

In an effort to reduce the risk and impact of the pandemic, First Presbyterian Church is 
practicing social distancing and wearing a mask is required. 

Silence Your Cell Phone 
As a courtesy to others, please silence your cell phone during all worship services. 

Nursery Closed for Three Sundays in September 
Vicki Oorbeck, our Child Care Attendant in the Nursery, is on vacation and will not be here 
for three Sundays in September. Therefore, the nursery will be closed on September 5th, 
September 12th, and September 19th. 

 

Coffee Hour - Cancelled 
We are very sorry to inform you that coffee hour is canceled temporarily due to the rise in 
COVID cases in Citrus County. Coffee Hour will be resumed when considered safe to this 
fellowship program. 

 

Scripture Searchers Bible Study 
Sundays 10:10 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. in the Conference Room 

Scripture Searchers is focusing on Biblical women gone bad based on the book “Bad Girls of 
the Bible” by Liz Curtis Higgs. Barbara Caudill has taken lead and hopes you can join in on 
the study! 

 

Order Worship Flowers, Please! 
 

The Worship Flowers sign-up sheet is available at the Ask Me Desk so you can reserve a 
specific date to honor your loved ones. The worship flowers are $35 which covers two flower 
arrangements. Please indicate whether you are going to pick your flowers up, or whether you 
want them donated to someone in the hospital or an assisted living facility. Payments must be 
made two weeks before the date you reserved. Thank you! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Saturday Special 
What are your plans for Saturday, October 23rd? How about a day along the Alafia River in 
Hillsborough County? Your church Mission Committee offers us the opportunity to explore 
one of our favorite spots offered by the Tampa Bay Presbytery. The Cedarkirk Camp and 
Conference Center near Lithia is a unique Florida jewel and part of our annual mission 
donations. Why not come and see?  
 

The reserved Lamers Bus can hold 36 persons. The distance is about 70 miles so not a long 
ride. Cost of the bus trip, a delicious family style lunch, and tour of the Cedarkirk property 
will be $35 per person.  
 

Ready for a Saturday adventure? Reserve your spot by phoning Frank or Audrey Mattox, 
Mission Committee, at 341-2484, or see them at church. A $10 deposit will reserve your place 
on the bus. Any checks should be payable to the church and designated Cedarkirk event. 
Payment in full is due by October 10th. Check off October 23rd on your calendar! 

 
Presbyterian Women - October 5th 

We’re back! Beginning October 5th, the Circles of Presbyterian Women will resume at 11:00 
a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Bring a friend and a smile, and prepare yourself for a stimulating 
program. P.W. Circle 2 members are also encouraged to attend this meeting. 

 
Call to Serve 

On Saturday, August 28th, a dozen of First Presbyterian volunteers showed up to distribute 
food for the less fortunate. Provided by the “We Care” food mobile and the VFW, there were 
over 50 families served, with an excess of 180 people. 
 

A huge shout-out goes to those who volunteered their time! THANK YOU! 
 

Pledge Cards 
You have probably received your pledge card and letter by now. Please make a stewardship 
commitment by returning your pledge cards by October 1, 2021.  



Labor Day - Church Closed 
In observance of Labor Day, First Presbyterian Church of Inverness will be closed on 
Monday, September 6th. 

 

On Their Way 
The Mission Committee has delivered 14 small suitcases to the Foster Parent Association of 
Kids Central, Inc. Fourteen children in the foster care situation will have their own suitcase 
instead of a black garbage bag for their belongings. This will be an ongoing mission project 
for our church family. We can make a difference! 

 
Our Church Email List 

It has come to our attention that a few individuals on our Google Groups email list have 
experienced an interruption in service, and are no longer receiving the church emails. Thus 
far, the problem seems to be limited to Hotmail and Yahoo accounts, but we may not be 
aware of the totality of the problem. If you are not receiving the emails from the church, 
please contact John Engberg at (352) 270-9561 or (304) 886-3438 and he will work with you 
to rectify the situation. 

 

Prayer Garden Memorial Bricks 
This is a wonderful opportunity to have a loved one’s name engraved into a brick as a 
permanent remembrance for everyone to enjoy. The brick can be engraved with In Memory of 
or In Honor of or just with a name. Extra request forms may be picked up at the Ask Me 
Information desk in the Narthex or at the church office. The cost of the brick with 
 engraving is $50 each. The letters are black and the bricks are brown. 
 

Please return the request form to the church office and mark on your check made payable to 
First Presbyterian Church, “Memorial Brick” in the memo section. The monies generated 
from the sale of the bricks will be used for the maintenance and improvements of the garden. 
 

For further information on Prayer Garden Memorial Bricks, please contact Carol Kircoaf at 
(484) 995-4147, or contact the church office at (352) 637-0770. 
 

 

COMMUNION SUNDAY 



   

This Week at FPC 
 
Sunday, September 5, 2021 
Holy Communion Sunday 
  9:00 & 11:00 am Worship Services 
10:10-10:45 am Scripture Searchers 
     - Conference Room 
 
Monday, September 6th 
Labor Day - Church Closed 
 
Tuesday, September 7th 
10:00 am Prayer Gathering - Conf. Room 
11:00 am Worship Choir - Choir Room 
 
Wednesday, September 8th 
  9:00 am Staff Meeting 
 
Thursday, September 9th 
 
Friday, September 10th 
*10:00 am Simple Yoga - Narthex 
 
Saturday, September 11th  
Patriot Day 
  8:00 am - 12:00 pm Habitat for  
     Humanity Work Day 
 
Sunday, September 12th 
Grandparents Day 
  9:00 & 11:00 am Worship Services 
10:10 -10:45 am Scripture Searchers 
     - Conference Room 
 
*Outside Groups 

 

A Special  
 

 
To Those Serving Today 

 
Ushers 

9:00 a.m. 
Bonnie Ayotta 
Stefan Stuart 

Bonnie Ayotta 
 

11:00 a.m. 
Greg Andreichuk 
Arnold Johnson 

Frank & Audrey Mattox 
 

Ask Me Desk 
9:00 a.m. 

Caryl Birstler 
 

Attendance Sunday: 134 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 July Revenue & Expenses 

Pledges Income & Loose Plate $ 23,839.00  
Expenses   $ 27,813.86   
Net   $   2,350.61   



Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Board of Deacons 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Corporate Officers 
Betty Jones, President      Bob Morris, Vice President 

Bill Buesching, Secretary      Cathy Larson, Accountant 

 

Church Staff 
Lou Ellen Hartley, Pastor 

 Karen Medrano, Director of Music Ministries Danny Birstler, Sound Booth Coordinator 

                                  Rick Dahlinger, Organist Cathy Canfield, Receptionist/Secretary 
                 Karen Dallas, Office Administrator Vicki Oorbeck, Child Care Attendant 

               Dana Rodriguez, Financial Secretary Danny Sullivan, Facility Manager 

              Keitha Stoney, Wedding Coordinator Gary Oorbeck, Grounds/Maintenance/Security 

 Bruce Cook, Prayer Warrior Pastor Emeritus - Craig S. Davies 
 

Church Office Hours 
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday 

 

Missionaries 
 

Shelvis & Nancy Smith-Mather, Missionaries in Sudan 

Dan & Elizabeth Turk, Missionaries in Madagascar 

Pedro Fuentes, Missionary to Our Cuban Connection Missions Effort Leader 

 

Worship - Study Schedule 
Traditional Sunday Morning Worship                                                                             9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
Presbyterian Women’s Circles (September - May)                                                                   To Be Determined 

Bible Study                                                                                                                                        As Scheduled 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

Alicia Downing Linda Cridland Ben Harris 

Frank Robertson John Engberg Carol Kircoaf 

Gary Simpkins Barbara Kerr Bob Morris 

Carolyn Smith Bob Purcell Jeanie Roberts 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

Barbara Inmon Ron Embling Ray Birstler 

Phyllis LaFontaine Diane Freund Judy Morris 

Connie Reynolds Linda Tompkins Pat Stafford 


