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Order of Worship                      17th Sunday after Pentecost                       September 19, 2021 

9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

 

PREPARATION AND PRAISE 

WELCOME  “Great Is the Lord”, (Worship Choir) 

PRELUDE 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively) Psalms 1:1–2 
L: Happy are the people  
P: who do not follow the advice of the wicked or take the path that they follow,  
  or sit in the seat of people who make fun of others. 
L:  Their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
P: and they meditate on God’s law day and night. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (in unison) (from Mark 9:30–37) 

God of the first and the last, give us strength of mind, that we might walk the 
path of obedience and discipleship without wasting our time thinking about 
who is more important. Instead, guide our thoughts and our emotions that we 
may be like children, totally dependent on you, welcoming all with hospitality 
and love. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 

*HYMN          “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise (verses 1-3-4)         See Overhead 

*CALL TO CONFESSION  

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
God of wisdom, forgive our foolishness. We desire what we do not need and corrupt 
our relationships with envy. You urge us to gentleness, but we stir up conflict. Give 
us your grace, that we may harvest righteousness and peace, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our Teacher. (Pause for a time of silent confession.).  
Let all God’s children say, Amen. 

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS (from Proverbs 31:30)  

*GLORIA PATRI 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND LORD’S PRAYER 
(A time of silence follows each petition.)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  



ANTHEM Good Old Gospel Singing  (Worship Choir) 

IN WITNESS OF THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

GOSPEL LESSON  Mark 9:30-37 

EPISTLE LESSON  James 3:12– 4:3, 7-8a 

SERMON “Wisdom from Above” Pastor Lou Ellen Hartley 

IN RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from The Brief Statement of Faith)  

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune 
God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. With believers in 
every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (from Psalm 1:3)  

Our great Gardener, we are like trees planted by streams of water that yield their 
fruit in season and prosper in you. We are grateful for all that you have provided, 
and we dedicate our firstfruits to you and to the work of your church, now and 
forever. Amen. 

*HYMN   “Take My Life” (vs 1-2-4-6) See Overhead 

*BLESSING 

POSTLUDE                                      (Worship Choir) 

*Indicates to please stand if you are able. 

A prayer warrior is available in the Prayer Parlor after both services. 
Portions of today’s liturgy were reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. 
Copyright 2015  

THE END OF OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP -  
THE BEGINNING OF OUR WORSHIP AS SERVICE. 

 
Next Sunday: September 26, 2021 

“Pray for One Another” 
James 5:13-20  

Pastor Lou Ellen Hartley will be preaching 



 Welcome 
Especially to those who may be worshiping with us for the first time. 
We pray that you experience Christ’s presence in our midst, and that it will sustain you 
in the week ahead. We hope you will consider making First Presbyterian Church your 
church home in Inverness. 
The Nursery is open for our 11:00 a.m. service. Please call Vicki Oorbeck, our 
Nursery Care Attendant, (352) 201-1592, should you need the nursery at the 9:00 a.m. 
service. 
In an effort to reduce the risk and impact of the pandemic, First Presbyterian Church is 
practicing social distancing and wearing a mask is required. 

Silence Your Cell Phone 
As a courtesy to others, please silence your cell phone during all worship services. 

What is Your Stewardship Commitment? 
Our mission is “To know Jesus Christ personally, to make Him known, and to reflect His love 
through worship, education, and service to all.” Sharing our gifts, time, and talents are the key 
to successfully fulfilling our mission. Church family, if you have not received your pledge 
cards in the mail, there are extra green pledge cards with envelopes at the Ask Me Desk for 
your convenience. The due date for posting our stewardship pledge is October 1st. Thank you 
for your many blessings. 

We Care + VFW + FPCI = Community Help 
Hey friends, here’s another opportunity to help your family, friends, and neighbors. Next 
Saturday, September 25, “We Care” and the VFW will be distributing food in our Church 
Parking Lot between the hours of 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. First Presbyterian Church volunteers are 
encouraged to stop by and help with the food distribution process. Bring a cooler, fill it up, 
and be sure to tell others about this food give-away. 
Later that day, the church’s pianist Rick Dahlinger will be playing Jazz & Blues from 1:00 
until 4:00 p.m. right next door at VFW Post 4337. Stop by and enjoy the afternoon listening to 
one of your own.  

Nursery Closed Today  
Our church child care attendant Vicki Oorbeck is out of town today and the nursery is closed  
today Sunday, September 19. She with be here next week little ones! 



Every Shoebox is a Gospel Opportunity! 
There are 64 days until Sunday, November 21. That’s the last day to bring in your filled 
shoebox for Operation Christmas Child. Our annual “packing party” was last week and we 
filled 100 boxes. Pick up your personal shoebox in the narthex and return by November 21 to 
meet final delivery for this world-wide mission project. Any questions or suggestions? Phone 
Audrey Mattox from mission committee  �  a.k.a. the shoebox lady at 341-2484. 

Bringing the love of Jesus to the “least of these.” 

Scripture Searchers Bible Study 
Sundays 10:10 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. in the Conference Room 

Scripture Searchers is focusing on Biblical women gone bad based on the book “Bad Girls of 
the Bible” by Liz Curtis Higgs. Barbara Caudill has taken lead and hopes you can join in on 
the study! 

Presbyterian Women - October 5th 
We’re back! Beginning October 5th, the Circles of Presbyterian Women will resume at 11:00 
a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Bring a friend and a smile, and prepare yourself for a stimulating 
program. The PW Circle 2 members are also encouraged to attend this meeting. 

On Their Way 
The Mission Committee has delivered 14 small suitcases to the Foster Parent Association of 
Kids Central, Inc. Fourteen children in the foster care situation will have their own suitcase 
instead of a black garbage bag for their belongings. This will be an ongoing mission project 
for our church family. We can make a difference! 

Order Worship Flowers, Please! 
 

Today’s flowers are from Donna Dublo, “In celebration of her husband Frank’s Birthday.” 
The Worship Flowers sign-up sheet is available at the Ask Me Desk so you can reserve a 
specific date to honor your loved ones. The worship flowers are $35 for two flower 
arrangements. Please indicate whether you are going to pick your flowers up, or whether you 
want them donated to someone in the hospital or an assisted living facility. Payments must be 
made two weeks before the date you reserved. Thank you! 



Thursdays Are Back 
The Thursday Bible study group will resume this week on the 23rd at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. David of the Old Testament will be our emphasis in I Samuel. David is much 
more than Goliath and Bathsheba. Let’s learn together  �  with lots of fellowship and 
discussion. Plus, your share of homemade cookies. Come and see! 

A Fall Saturday  
October 23rd is the day for our church family to explore CEDARKIRK. The word kirk means 
church, and Cedarkirk is our Presbytery church in the cedars of woods. Cedarkirk is 50 years 
old and a real treasure in Hillsborough County, only about 70 miles away from Inverness. Our 
mission committee has reserved a Lamers Bus, a delicious family-style lunch at Cedar Lodge, 
and a tour and history of Cedarkirk. Come and see! The cost for the day’s activity is $35 per 
person. Any checks should be payable to the church and designated as Cedarkirk event. For 
those who prefer, the day can be spent on the balcony in a rocking chair looking over the 
Alafia River. Reserve your spot by calling Frank or Audrey Mattox from the mission 
committee at 341-2484, or see them in church. Fall is coming! 

Prayer Garden Memorial Bricks 
This is a wonderful opportunity to have a loved one’s name engraved into a brick as a 
permanent remembrance for everyone to enjoy. The brick can be engraved with In Memory of 
or In Honor of or just with a name. Extra request forms may be picked up at the Ask Me 
Information desk in the Narthex or at the church office. The cost of the brick with 
 engraving is $50 each. The letters are black and the bricks are brown. 
 

Please return the request form to the church office and mark on your check made payable to 
First Presbyterian Church, “Memorial Brick” in the memo section. The monies generated 
from the sale of the bricks will be used for the maintenance and improvements of the garden. 
 

For further information on Prayer Garden Memorial Bricks, please contact Carol Kircoaf at 
(484) 995-4147, or contact the church office at (352) 637-0770. 

Coffee Hour - Temporarily Cancelled 
We are very sorry to inform you that coffee hour is canceled due to the rise in COVID cases in 
Citrus County. We will be resume when considered safe to this fellowship program. 

DAVID FOUND STRENGTH 
IN THE LORD HIS GOD 



  
This Week at FPC 

 
Sunday, September 19, 2021 
  9:00 & 11:00 am Worship Services 
10:10 -10:45 am Scripture Searchers 
          - Conference Room 
12:00 pm Worship Committee - Conf. Rm. 
 
Monday, September 20, 2021 
 
Tuesday, September 21, 2921 
10:00 am Prayer Gathering - Conf. Rm. 
11:00 am Worship Choir - Choir Rm. 
  5:30 pm Session - Conf. Rm. 
 
Wednesday, September 22, 2021 
Autumn Begins   
9:00 am Staff Meeting 
 
Thursday, September 23, 2021 
10:00 am Bible Study - Fellowship Hall 
 
Friday, September 24, 2021 
10:00 am *Simple Yoga - Narthex 
 
Saturday, September 25 2021 
  9:00 & 11:00 am We Care Food 
Distribution in Church Parking Lot 
 
Sunday, September 26, 2021 
  9:00 & 11:00 am Worship Services 
10:10 -10:45 am Scripture Searchers 
          - Conference Room 
 
*Outside Groups 

 
A Special  

 
To Those Serving Today 

 
Ushers 

9:00 a.m. 
Gail Nave 

Robert Ramsey 
Ron Shafer 

Gary & Sue Simpkins 
 

11:00 a.m. 
Terri Christoffers 

Bruce Cook 
Carol Kircoaf 
Carolyn Smith 

 
Ask Me Desk 

9:00 a.m. 
Sandy Boyette 

 

Attendance Sunday: 129 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 July Revenue & Expenses 
Pledges Income & Loose Plate $ 25,109.00 
Expenses   $ 29,431.59   
Net   $   4,322.59  



Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Board of Deacons 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Corporate Officers 

Betty Jones, President      Bob Morris, Vice President 
Bill Buesching, Secretary      Cathy Larson, Accountant 

 
Church Staff 

Lou Ellen Hartley, Pastor 
 Karen Medrano, Director of Music Ministries Danny Birstler, Sound Booth Coordinator 
                                  Rick Dahlinger, Organist Cathy Canfield, Receptionist/Secretary 
                 Karen Dallas, Office Administrator Vicki Oorbeck, Child Care Attendant 
               Dana Rodriguez, Financial Secretary Danny Sullivan, Facility Manager 
              Keitha Stoney, Wedding Coordinator Gary Oorbeck, Grounds/Maintenance/Security 
 Bruce Cook, Prayer Warrior Pastor Emeritus - Craig S. Davies 

 
Church Office Hours 

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday - Thursday 
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday 

 
Missionaries 

 

Shelvis & Nancy Smith-Mather, Missionaries in Sudan 
Dan & Elizabeth Turk, Missionaries in Madagascar 

Pedro Fuentes, Missionary to Our Cuban Connection Missions Effort Leader 
 

Worship - Study Schedule 
Traditional Sunday Morning Worship                                                                             9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
Presbyterian Women’s Circles (September - May)                                                                   To Be Determined 
Bible Study                                                                                                                                        As Scheduled 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 
Alicia Downing Linda Cridland Ben Harris 
Frank Robertson John Engberg Carol Kircoaf 
Gary Simpkins Barbara Kerr Bob Morris 
Carolyn Smith Bob Purcell Jeanie Roberts 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

Barbara Inmon Ron Embling Ray Birstler 

Phyllis LaFontaine Diane Freund Judy Morris 

Connie Reynolds Linda Tompkins Pat Stafford 


