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Sundays 10:10 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. 

Conference Room 

 Barbara Caudill is leading a new study 
focusing on “Bad Girls of the Bible” a book written 
by Liz Curtis Higgs. Each Sunday the group will be 
studying a different person. 

 All are welcome. Come when you can. 
Leave when you must! 

10:00-11:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall

 The Thursday Bible Study group has 
resumed after a summer break. Come with your 
Bible and an inquiring mind. Our emphasis is on 
David of the Old Testament. David is much more 
than Goliath and Bathsheba. 

 What is the whole story about David of the 
Old Testament? We’ll be starting with the shepherd 
boy in I Samuel. How did he eventually become 
king? A path with many twists and turns - just like 
our lives! We’ll save you some cookies! 

 

 Pledge and Loose Plate Revenue for the 
month of August totaled $25,109.00, and expenses 
were $29,431.59, which resulted in a net loss for the 
month of $4,322.59. 

 Just a reminder that pledge cards need to be 
turned in by October 1, 2021 in order to get posted. 
Any cards received after that date will be recorded 
as non pledged contributions. 

 As always, please send all financial requests 
to Dana Rodriguez at fpcdrodriguez@gmail.com, or 
call her at (407) 765-0814. 

 

 The mission committee delivered 14 small 
suitcases to the Foster Parents’ 
Association of Kids Central Inc. 
for distribution to the foster 
children as they transition from 
one home to another. Most 
children carry black garbage bags 

(Pastor Hartley, Continued from Page 1) 
do not contribute as fully in our church life as others. 
They are here to remind us that even when we are 
separated by illness or grief, we are all still part of 
the church family. 
 Deacons are a great help to pastors and to the 
elders, and they are a great help to the whole church. 
I invite you to pray for our deacons, encourage them, 
and thank them for the care and compassion they 

provide when we need it most.  
 Our deacons are: Diane Freund, chair, Ray 
Birstler, Ron Embling, Barbara Inmon, Phyllis 
LaFontaine, Judy Morris, Connie Reynolds, Pat 
Stafford, and Linda Tompkins. Thank you! 

Peace in Christ, 
Pastor Lou Ellen 
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to move their “stuff”. How much more caring is their 
very own suitcase to travel from home to home. 

 Do you have an extra small to medium-sized 
gently used travel bag in your closet? If so, bring it 
to our church office, and the Mission Committee will 
deliver it to the Foster Parents’ Association to give 
out as needed. We will include a storybook about 
“God’s Love” and a note from our church family in 
each suitcase, which is a simple message to show 
each child that God cares about them. Thank you, 
church family, for responding in such a tangible 
way!  

 

 Pandemic or not, Operation Christmas Child 
continues in 2021. Our church kitchen has been 
temporarily closed due to COVID, but our 
enthusiasm for our annual “Packing Party” showed 
up last month in Fellowship Hall, with the official 
start for shoeboxes.  

 Last year’s total was 407 boxes, even with 
COVID restrictions. Since 2004, we have sent over 
5,000 boxes to children in 130 countries, including 
the USA. Every shoebox is a Gospel opportunity 
sent to the ends of the Earth. That’s what missions is 
all about in Matthew 28:19-20.  

 So pick up your shoebox in the church 
narthex, and let’s get started for our 2021 Operation 

Christmas Child! Any questions? Phone the shoebox 
lady, Audrey Mattox from the Mission Committee, 
at 341-2484 or see her in church. The last date to 
turn in your shoebox is Sunday, November 21st. 
Merry Christmas!!! 

 

 

 

 When we realize how our local rents are 
soaring, we can fully appreciate the mission of 
Habitat for Humanity (HFH). In Citrus County, 217 
families have worked and realized their dream of 
homeownership and the security of a fixed housing 
expense. The children in these families have the 
assurance of being “settled” in their own homes. 

  Now Habitat for Humanity is beginning a 
big project in Citrus Springs. The projection is for 
500 homes built in that area over the next 20 years. 
Since 2008, our promise to HFH homes in Citrus 
County has been to furnish a washer and dryer for 
each home. That’s over 180 sets ago. While 200 
homes is an ambitious goal, but we can do it since it 
will be over a 20-year stretch!  

 Anyone who would like to donation to this 
hometown mission project should make their 
contribution payable to the church and designate it to 
the Washer/Dryer fund, account #8545. Imagine 20 
years!  

If prayer stands as the place where God and human beings meet, then I must 
learn about prayer. Most of my struggles in the Christian life circle around the 
same two themes: why God doesn't act the way we want God to, and why I 
don't act the way God wants me to. Prayer is the precise point where those 
themes converge. 

          Philip Yancey 
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 Pastor Lou Ellen's work week is Sunday 
through Thursday. Her office hours are Monday 
through Thursday 9:00 a.m. through 1:00 p.m.  

 During office hours, her door is open and you 
do not need an appointment to see her. Drop ins are 
welcome! If you'd like to meet with her outside of 
her scheduled office hours, please feel free to make 
an appointment.  

 

 

 The following information has been received 
from the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance: 

 The scale of the disaster facing Haiti after the 
August 14th earthquake is becoming clearer. The 
quake and its aftershocks have left almost 1,300 
people dead, thousands more injured, and an 
unknown number of people are still missing. At least 
13,000 homes were destroyed, and roads, bridges, 
and communication systems have been severely 
damaged. This catastrophe comes on top of Haiti’s 
ongoing struggles with endemic hunger and poverty, 
COVID-19 and continuing civil unrest, and as 
Tropical Storm Grace bears down on the region. 

 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is 
providing emergency relief and short-term recovery 
in the impacted areas through our established local 
partners and in collaboration with ACT Alliance and 
its members. The PC(USA), through PDA and 
together with regional World Mission colleagues, 
will remain active throughout the entire recovery 
process, accompanying our partners in the area as 
they determine long-term program needs and provid-
ing financial support for rebuilding and resilience. 

 The needs for the response will be great. 
God’s people are once again called on to stand in the 
"GAP" — Give. Act. Pray. 

GIVE. ACT. PRAY. 

GIVE: Gifts can be made online, by phone at (800) 
872-3283, or by check, which can be mailed to  
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), P.O. Box 643700, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700. 

ACT: Learn how you and your congregation can 
help families who have lost everything in the 
devastation. Stay informed and like us on Facebook, 
download resources and share updates with your  
congregation. 

PRAY: As this earthquake continues to cause 
destruction and loss of life, please pray with us that 
the communities affected by this event and those  
offering assistance will be strengthened, have their 
needs met, and be reminded of the hope found in 
God. 

 

 

 

 Purchasing a memorial brick for our Prayer 
Garden is a wonderful opportunity to have a 
loved one’s name engraved into a brick as a 
permanent remembrance for everyone to enjoy. The 
brick can be engraved with In Memory of, or In 
Honor of, or just with a name. The bricks are brown, 
and the lettering is black. 

 The cost of a 
brick with engraving is 

$50 each. Brick purchase 
request forms may be picked 
up at the Ask Me Information 
desk in the narthex or at the 

church office. Please return the request form to the 
church office and mark on your check made payable 
to First Presbyterian Church, “Memorial Brick” in 
the memo section.  

 The monies generated from the sale of the 
bricks will be used for the maintenance and improve-
ments of the garden. For further information on  
Prayer Garden Memorial Bricks, please contact Carol 
Kircoaf at (484) 995-4147, or contact the church 
office at (352) 637-0770. 
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    Birthdays 
2 Pedro Fuentes 

 Martha Murray 

3 Ida Breese 

 Bonnie Buesching 

 Jean Wilson 

4 Karen Medrano 

5 Georgia Cook 

6 Leslie Craig 

 Joe Mirabella 

7 Nancy Andersen 

 Eric Fritzeen 

 George Schumacher 

 Lesa Shelton 

9 Torben Andersen 

 Bonnie Ayotte 

 Paul Perregaux 

13 Bill Buesching 

15 Bart Ashworth 

16 Mike Smith 

17  Marilyn Crosby 

19 Ardeth Kafka 

20 Lois McClusky 

21 Betty Ost 

23  Julia Grissom  

 

 

25 Fred Gick 

 Betsy Moody 

27 Keith Spong 

28 Sherry Robertson 

30 Ron Shotwell 

 

  Youth Birthdays 
3 Brendan Boccia 

9 Grant Hagar 

17 Julia Jones 

31 Blakely Stauffer 

 
     Anniversaries 
4  Bob & Thalia Fleetwood 

5 Chuck & Betty Bradley 

7 Ray & Caryl Birstler 

10 Gary & Sue Allen 

13 Mike & Jess Smith 

16 Dr. John & Carol Rowda 

20 Ron & Nancy Foley 

22 James & Barbara Guy 

30 Fred & Doris Gick 
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In Sympathy 

Notes 

 

 

 The congregation would like to express its 
most heartfelt condolences to the family of David 
Millikan, who was called home to the Lord on  
September 1, 2021.  

 We also would like to express our deepest 
sympathy to the Carley family on the passing of Jean 
Carley, who entered the Life Triumphant on August 
30, 2021 

 Please keep these families in your prayers as 
they mourn their loss. 

 

 

 

 

Dear Church Family: 

 Thank you for your many prayers, cards, and 
phone calls. Thanks to everyone and please continue 
to keep us in your prayers. 

Nora & Trevor Campbell 

 

From Our Sister Church in Cuba 

 Many blessings to all of you from Guira de 
Melena Methodist Church. May the grace and peace 
of the Lord be with you all from now until the last 
day. 

 Days ago, I spoke with Brother Pedro, and I 
am very happy that they published the last letter I 
sent. We enjoy the brotherhood that we have been 
able to establish with you, and even from a distance, 
the bonds that unite us are the bonds of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 The situation in our country is getting worse 
every day, and health conditions are becoming more 
difficult. There is a great deficit of medical attention, 
and in our town there are already many deaths as a 
result of the pandemic and the shortage of  
medicines. 

 We have had several sick brothers in the 
church, but thank God no one has died. We are  
really in God’s hands because medicines and all 
things have gone up in price, but God always  
provides. 

 We have not started with the services yet; we 
plan to do it next month if the infections decrease. 
Keep praying for us, and we will pray for you. 

 The brothers have a lot of faith, and thank 
God we all remain faithful to the Lord. We have 
even experienced that new people have come to 
Christ at this time and are already undergoing disci-
pleship to be baptized. If we have learned something 
in this time, it is that the gospel of God is not  
imprisoned, and even in the midst of chaos the spirit 
of God moves and puts things in their place. 

 God bless you, be strong in the Lord and in 
the power of his might. 

Pastor Angel Lambertt Pierra 
Guira, Cuba 

“We are only fully alive when we’re helping others.” 

      —Rick Warren 
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Editor’s Corner 

Each month the Pres-By-
Lines is available for viewing 
or download on our website 
www.fpcinverness.org. It also 
is available in print at the Ask 
Me Information Desk in the 
narthex and in the lobby 
adjacent to the church office. 

 Please note, the deadline for the November 
issue is Friday, October 15th. 

 Committee chairpersons and others who 
have news, comments, or suggestions should place 
the items in John Engberg’s church office mail-
box, or email them to him at mrbyte@earthlink.net, 
or to the church at fpcinvoffice@gmail.com. 

John Engberg 
Editor 

Christian Symbols 
The Rainbow represents God’s pardon and his promises. It also  

symbolizes his reconciliation to faithful Christians. After the Flood, God 
placed a rainbow in the sky as a symbol of his promise to never destroy 

the earth that way again (Genesis 9:12-16). A rainbow can also represent 
the throne of Christ, as well as his glory and final judgment. 

 The We Care Food Pantry, in conjunction 
with our neighbor, VFW Post 4337, will be  
conducting a food distribution in our parking lot on 
Saturday, October 30th, from 9:00-11:00 a.m. This 
will be the sixth distribution, and it is expected to be 
even more successful than the first five, which had 
provided food for a total of over 250 families. The 
plan for the future is to hold a food distribution here 
on the last Saturday of each month.  

 Volunteers are always welcomed and appre-
ciated, so if you’re interested in lending a hand, 

come on out for the event and know that you’re 
helping a good cause. You can help in another way, 
too - spread the word about this benevolent event. 

 

 

 

Food Distribution 
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Sept. 15th - Oct. 15th 
Prayer for October 

 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy 
peace; where there is hatred, let me 
sow love; where there is injury, 
pardon; where there is error, truth; 
where there is doubt, faith; where 
there is despair, hope; where there is 
darkness, light; and where there is 
sadness, joy. 

 O, Divine Master, grant that I may not 
so much seek to be consoled as to 
console; to be understood as to  
understand; to be loved as to love; for 
it is in giving that we receive; it is in 
pardoning that we are pardoned; and 
it is in dying to ourselves that we are 
born to eternal life.  

Amen. 

 

October 11th 

Reformation Day 
October 31st 

Grace Alone 

FaithAlone 

Scripture Alone 


