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Mission Statement: 

“To know Jesus 
Christ personally,  

to make Him known, 
and to reflect His  

love through 
worship, fellowship, 

education, and  
service to all.” 

 As I mentioned last month, that is actually a title 
of a little book used in new member classes to introduce 
our style of Christianity. This month the question is  
actually, why do call ourselves Presbyterian? Where 
does that word come from? The word comes from the 
Greek word presbyteros meaning elder. Why do we 
claim it to name us? We were born out of The  

Reformation when several major branches of Christianity began to form. John 
Knox, a Scottish theologian and student of John Calvin, took Reformed  
Theology home from Geneva to organize what would become the  
Presbyterian Church, the Church of Scotland. One of the reforms Knox  
instigated in the new church was to establish elders, instead of bishops, to 
lead the church. 

 In the Book of Order it describes the office of elder like this: “As there 
were in Old Testament times elders for the government of the people, so the 
New Testament church provided persons with particular gifts to share in  
discernment of God’s Spirit and governance of God’s people. Accordingly, 
congregations should elect persons of wisdom and maturity of faith, having 
demonstrated skills in leadership and being compassionate in spirit. Ruling 
elders are so named not because they “lord it over” the congregation  
(Matt. 20:25), but because they are chosen by the congregation to discern and 
measure its fidelity to the Word of God, and to strengthen and nurture its faith 
and life. Ruling elders, together with ministers of the Word and Sacrament, 
exercise leadership, government, spiritual discernment, and discipline and 
have responsibilities for the life of a congregation as well as the whole 
church, including ecumenical relationships. When elected by the  
congregation, they shall serve faithfully as members of the session. When 
elected as commissioners to higher councils, ruling elders participate and vote 
with the same authority as ministers of the Word and Sacrament, and they are 
eligible for any office.” 
 In a Presbyterian church, there is very little which is outside the  
authority and oversight of the session. From when we have communion, the  
(Continued on Page 2) 

 

 “Truly I tell 
you, anyone  
who will not  
receive the  

kingdom of God 
 like a little child  

will never  
enter it.” 

Mark 10:15 

Rev. Lou Ellen Hartley 
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Sundays 10:10 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. 

Conference Room 

 Barbara Caudill is leading a new study 
focusing on “Bad Girls of the Bible” a book written 
by Liz Curtis Higgs. Each Sunday the group will be 
studying a different person. 

 All are welcome. Come when you can. 
Leave when you must! 

10:00-11:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall

 September 23rd is the date for the Thursday 
Bible Study to resume. This is an informal group 
with lots of lively discussion. Come and see.  

 Our new study will be about David of the 
Old Testament. Many of us have a David in our 
lives. But how much do we know about David of the 
Old Testament? He was a great man of faith but also 
a man with many human frailties. His life can show 
us how the Lord can use all of us despite our 
weaknesses, failures, and struggles. It should be an 
exciting study.  

 The scripture emphasis for this first session 
will be I Samuel 16:1-13 as we begin our journey on 
the life of David. See you on the 23rd with your 
portion of cookies. 

 
 

 
 

We thank you for your gifts of remembrance 
for Sarah Andreichuk, Chuck Kircoaf, and Will 

Stanton. 

Remembering a loved one 
with a Memorial Gift is a 
permanent tribute. You may 
acknowledge them and their 
lives by bringing or mailing 
your gift to the church office. 
You may also place it in the 

offering plate. 

Please indicate clearly that your donation is a 
Memorial Gift, the name of the individual who is 
being remembered, and the name of the individual 
who is the donor. These gifts are recorded in the 
church Memorial Book located in the stand beneath 
the Tree of Life in the Narthex. 

Memorials, 
 Susan Simpkins 

 

(Continued from Page 1) 

time of the Christmas Eve service, the color of the 
carpeting, mission giving and involvement, Sunday 
School, budgets, air conditioners, involvement and 
representation in the presbytery…. You name  
it, it’s the session’s responsibility. This heavy  
responsibility is a spiritual endeavor and requires a 
great deal of prayer. Please pray for the session as 

we work to lead in love and wisdom. Please pray for 
the elders as they consider the upcoming fall, the 
work of stewardship, dealing with COVID and its 
continued impact, how we grow as a congregation, 
and the other concerns that arise. The session needs 
your prayers as we all work together to be the church 
Christ calls us to be.  

Peace, 
Pastor Lou Ellen 
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 Revenues for the month of July totaled 
$30,164.47, which included $23,839.00 from 
pledges and loose plate. Expenses were $27,813.86 
resulting in a net for the month of $2,350.61. 

 Please send all financial requests (e.g. check 
requests, fund balance requests, etc.) to Dana 
Rodriguez at fpcdrodriguez@gmail.com, or call her 
at (407) 765-0814. 

 

 September is the month to kick-off our 
annual Operation Christmas Child shoebox mission 
project. Wednesday, September 15th, will be our 
first WOW dinner since the pandemic kitchen 
lockdown. How poignant that we open back up with 
a mission opportunity. Time of the dinner is 6:00 
p.m., and our annual shoebox “packing party” will 
start about 6:45. Our goal is to pack 200 boxes to 
begin this annual mission opportunity.  

 Even with the pandemic restrictions of 2020, 
there were over nine million shoeboxes distributed 
world-wide. That’s a testament to the missionary 
spirit. Every child will also be given the opportunity 
to participate in The Greatest Journey – learning 
about Jesus. Each shoebox is a tool to present the 
greatest gift of all – CHRIST!  

 Come on the 15th at 6:00 p.m. and be part of 
the extraordinary impact of a simple packed 
shoebox. Reservations for the dinner can be made by 
phoning the church office at 637-0770. Ready to 
think Christmas? 

 

 What are your plans for Saturday, October 
23rd? How about a day along the Alafia River in 
Hillsborough County? Your church Mission 
Committee offers us the opportunity to explore one 
of our favorite spots offered by the Tampa Bay 
Presbytery. The Cedarkirk Camp and Conference 
Center near Lithia is a unique Florida jewel and part 
of our annual mission donations. Why not come and 
see?  
 The reserved Lamers Bus can hold 36 
persons. The distance is about 70 miles so not a long 
ride. Cost of the bus trip, a delicious family style 
lunch, and tour of the Cedarkirk property will be  
$35/person.  

 Ready for a Saturday adventure? Reserve 
your spot by phoning Frank or Audrey Mattox, 
Mission Committee, at 341-2484, or see them at 
church. A $10 deposit will reserve your place on the 
bus. Any checks should be payable to the church and 
designated Cedarkirk event. Payment in full is due 
by October 10th. Check off October 23rd on your 
calendar! 

 

 

 

 With all the rain we’ve had, have you 
appreciated your washer and dryer? The Habitat for 
Humanity of Citrus County families since 2008 have 
realized the blessing of a washer and dryer through a 
special mission offering of our church family and 
friends. 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Habitat News (Continued from Page 3) 

 The Citrus Consort Concert last month gave 
us an added boost in donations. Thanks to Karen 
Medrano for her continued support. Anyone who 
would like to be part of this hometown mission 
should make their donation payable to the church 
and designate it to the Washer/Dryer fund, account 
#8545. Everyday is laundry day! And rainy days are 
no problem! 

 

 The Mission Committee has been so 
encouraged by the church’s response to our foster 
children’s project. As these kids are moved from one 
house to another, many have only a black plastic 
garbage bag to take their clothes or belongings. And 
many of us have an extra, gently used suitcase or 
duffle bag sitting in our closet.  

 What an encouragement it 
is for these children to have their 
very own suitcase when you 
arrive at a new place. Our church 
family has already donated  
a dozen suitable suitcases.  
A children’s Bible and/or a book 

about Jesus will be tucked inside each suitcase plus 
an encouraging note from our church family.  

 The Foster Parents’ Association is so 
thankful for our concern and motivation to show 
God’s love to these stressed children. Their very 
own suitcase shows that someone cares. Be a 
blessing and bring your gently used suitcase to the 
church office and let’s send it on a new journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 It has come to our attention that a few 
individuals on our church email list appear to have 
experienced an interruption in service and are no 
longer receiving the church emails. 

 Thus far, the problem seems to be limited to 
Hotmail and Yahoo accounts, but we may not be 
aware of the totality of the problem. 

 Should you not be receiving the emails from 
the church, please contact John Engberg at (352) 270
-9561, and he will work with you to rectify the 
situation. 

Christian Symbols 
ARK OF THE COVENANT—For the Israelites, the Ark of 
the Covenant was at the center of worship. It contained 
the stone tablets of the Ten Commandments, a pot of  
manna and Aaron’s rod. In the Old Testament, the ark 
was a visible representation of God’s throne, or  
presence, on earth, where he communed with Moses 
and the high priests. It also represents our earthly  
bodies, where the Holy Spirit dwells. 
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 Pastor Lou Ellen's work week is Sunday 
through Thursday. Her office hours are Monday 
through Thursday 9:00 a.m. through 1:00 p.m.  

 During office hours, her door is open and you 
do not need an appointment to see her. Drop ins are 
welcome! If you'd like to meet with her outside of 
her scheduled office hours, please feel free to make 
an appointment.  

 

 

 The following information has been received 
from the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance: 

 The scale of the disaster facing Haiti after the 
August 14th earthquake is becoming clearer. The 
quake and its aftershocks have left almost 1,300 
people dead, thousands more injured, and an 
unknown number of people are still missing. At least 
13,000 homes were destroyed, and roads, bridges, 
and communication systems have been severely 
damaged. This catastrophe comes on top of Haiti’s 
ongoing struggles with endemic hunger and poverty, 
COVID-19 and continuing civil unrest, and as 
Tropical Storm Grace bears down on the region. 

 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is 
providing emergency relief and short-term recovery 
in the impacted areas through our established local 
partners and in collaboration with ACT Alliance and 
its members. The PC(USA), through PDA and 
together with regional World Mission colleagues, 
will remain active throughout the entire recovery 
process, accompanying our partners in the area as 
they determine long-term program needs and provid-
ing financial support for rebuilding and resilience. 

 The needs for the response will be great. 
God’s people are once again called on to stand in the 
"GAP" — Give. Act. Pray. 

GIVE. ACT. PRAY. 

GIVE: Gifts can be made online, by phone at (800) 
872-3283, or by check, which can be mailed to  
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), P.O. Box 643700, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700. 

ACT: Learn how you and your congregation can 
help families who have lost everything in the 
devastation. Stay informed and like us on Facebook, 
download resources and share updates with your  
congregation. 

PRAY: As this earthquake continues to cause 
destruction and loss of life, please pray with us that 
the communities affected by this event and those  
offering assistance will be strengthened, have their 
needs met, and be reminded of the hope found in 
God. 

 

 

 

 Purchasing a memorial brick for our Prayer 
Garden is a wonderful opportunity to have a 
loved one’s name engraved into a brick as a 
permanent remembrance for everyone to enjoy. The 
brick can be engraved with In Memory of, or In 
Honor of, or just with a name. The bricks are brown, 
and the lettering is black. 

 The cost of a 
brick with engraving is 

$50 each. Brick purchase 
request forms may be picked 
up at the Ask Me Information 
desk in the narthex or at the 

church office. Please return the request form to the 
church office and mark on your check made payable 
to First Presbyterian Church, “Memorial Brick” in 
the memo section.  

 The monies generated from the sale of the 
bricks will be used for the maintenance and improve-
ments of the garden. For further information on  
Prayer Garden Memorial Bricks, please contact Carol 
Kircoaf at (484) 995-4147, or contact the church 
office at (352) 637-0770. 



Page 8    

 
 Birthdays 
1 Fred Ebhardt 

6 George Poorman 

7 Joette Bowsky 

 Mildred Martin 

 Mozelle McKenzie  

9 Bob Scott 

10 Bob Lumley 

12  Glenn Smith 

 Debbie Viers 

13 Jim Freund 

14 Jim Rains 

15 Gordon Craig 

 Mary Hornaday 

19 Margaret Hagar 

20 Mark Viers 

22 Frank Dublo 

23 Andrew Breese 

24  Barbara Guy 

25 Barbara Hackett 

 Dawn Mundy 

 

 

 

 

27  Alicia Downing 

28 Betty Bradley 

 Shirley Logan 

29 Maxine Henderson 

 Sandra Scott 

 

    Youth Birthdays 
1 Matthew Baker 

26 Colin Campbell 

 Kyle Coleman 

  

 Anniversaries 
4 Mike & Lesa Shelton 

 Tom & Laura Zurawski 

14 John & Ida Breese 

  Mark & Debbie Viers 

27 Young Ha & Young Ja Chi 
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© Memory-Improvement-Tips.com 

Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV) "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding: in all your ways acknowledge Him, 

and He will make your paths straight." 
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In Sympathy 

Notes 

 

 

 The congregation would like to express its 
most heartfelt condolences to the Family of Butch 
Schultz, Karen Medrano’s father, who entered the 
Life Eternal on August 3, 2021; and to the family of 
Lori Greene, who was called home to the Lord on 
August 5, 2021. 

 We also would like to express out deepest 
sympathy to the family of Constance Millikan, who 
passed into the Life Triumphant on July 28, 2021. 

 Please keep these families in your prayers as 
they mourn the loss of their loved ones. 

 

 

 

 

 

To the Congregation at FPCI, 
 

Thank you for your thoughts and prayers 
during this very difficult time. 

Gerry and I often talked of the friendships we 
made and our Sunday School and Bible Study  
classes. We were so thankful we found FPCI. Never 
had we found a church with so much love. 

 
God’s Blessing to all, 

Lois Butler 

 

Dear Brother Pedro and His Church, 

God bless you very much my brothers and 
sisters is the wish of all of us. I hope you are aware 
of the things that have been happening in Cuba as of 
July 11th. Certainly, our country has lived through 
some very turbulent days in the social sphere. 

We thank God that the whole church is fine, 
and likewise our people are also calm, thanks to 
God. At this time, the pandemic crisis has worsened 
much more, and right now we have the highest  
contagion rate in our entire province. We ask you to 
be praying for us at this time so God will keep his 
people from all evil. 

We just wanted to write to let you know that 
we are doing well, and thank God the church is still 
standing. We remain connected in prayer. 

Thousands of blessings, 
Angel Lambertt Pierra 

 

Thanks from Karen Medrano. 

 Thank you to my dear church family for the-
outpouring of love and support following the passing 
of my father, Butch Schultz. He always  
enjoyed ushering and even played his clarinet and 
harmonica in church. Pop was quite an inspiration 
and will be missed. 

In Joy, 
Karen Medrano 

 

 Congratulations are in 
order for Dr. John Royalty! He 
was honored as the winner of the  
Physicians Excellence Award at 
the Citrus County Chronicle’s  
annual Healthcare event. 

  We are .so proud of you, 
Dr. Royalty, and we are blessed to 

have you as a member of our congregation. 
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Editor’s Corner 

Each month the Pres-By-
Lines is available for viewing 
or download on our website 
www.fpcinverness.org. It also 
is available in print at the Ask 
Me Information Desk in the 
narthex and in the lobby 
adjacent to the church office. 

 Please note, the deadline for the October 
issue is Wednesday, September 15th. 

 Committee chairpersons and others who 
have news, comments, or suggestions should place 
the items in John Engberg’s church office mail-
box, or email them to him at mrbyte@earthlink.net, 
or to the church at fpcinvoffice@gmail.com. 

John Engberg 
Editor 

Our Tree of Life 

“Forgiveness does not change the past, but it does enlarge the future.”  
          —Paul Boese 
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Twenty years have passed since 
that tragic September morning in 
2001, when terrorists took  
thousands of innocent lives and 
shattered America’s sense of  
security. As we reflect on this  
a n n i v e r s a r y ,  P s a l m  1 0  
reminds us that God is on the side 
of the victim, the weak, and the  
helpless. He won’t ignore the cries 
of people in need, and He always  
ensures that justice is ultimately 
done.  

“O LORD, You will hear the desire 
of the meek; You will strengthen 
their heart, You will incline your 
ear to do justice for the orphan and 
the oppressed, so that those from 
earth may strike terror no 
more” (Psalm 10:17-18, NRSV).  

Patriot’s Day 
September 

11th September 6th 


