Page

August 2021
First Presbyterian
Church
206 Washington Ave.
Inverness, FL
34450
Phone: 352-637-0770
Fax: 352-637-6326
Website:
www.fpcinverness.org

Mission
Statement:
Email:
“To
know
Jesus
fpcinvoffice
@gmail.com
Christ
personally, to
make Him known,
and to reflect His
Mission
Statement:
love through
worship,
education,
and
“To know Jesus
service to all.”

Christ personally,
to make Him known,
andIn
toThis
reflect
His
Issue
love through
Pastor Craig Davies
2
worship, education,
Stephen Ministry
and
service to all.”3
Christian Education

4

Youth “Ministry
Truly I

tell

6

Nurses’
Corner
you,
anyone

9

who
Calendar

10

will not

receive the

Committees

kingdom of God

Our Members

like a little child

12
16

Birthdays & Anniversaries 17

will never

Editor’s enter
Cornerit.”

18

Kid’s Puzzle
Mark

20

10:15

How do you spell Presbyterian? That was
actually the title of a small book used for new member
classes back when I became a Presbyterian. I was raised
in a different tradition, so it was not until I was an adult
that I joined a PC(USA) congregation. I became a Presbyterian, and truthfully remain one, because of grace. I
grew up in a tradition which teaches individuals are
for our salvation. Individual sin,
Rev. Lou Ellen Hartley responsible
individual decisions, individual relationship with God is
in the forefront of that theology. I felt so burdened because I could never do
enough to keep sin out of my life. I felt pressured to choose the right
decisions every moment because if I didn’t, then I might veer off the path
God had planned for me. I was taught we had to constantly seek God’s will
and follow it perfectly. Otherwise, we would be in rebellion and sin would
take control. I felt the burden to maintain my relationship with God, and it led
to a lack of joy in my own life coupled with a great deal of judgment and
condemnation. In church it was easy to judge others because there was always
a right and wrong way of being a Christian. It was exhausting, and I felt like
something was missing.
As I began to explore denominations outside of my own, I found the
PC(USA). For some reason something clicked. I found in that little book,
How Do You Spell Presbyterian? the hope and comfort I needed. In our
tradition we emphasize God’s grace present and at work in this world and in
us whether we are aware of it or not. We practice infant baptism because we
believe God’s grace claims us before we are able to acknowledge it. God
loves us before we love God. The miracle of Easter is the sign of God’s
immeasurable grace – that even in a world full of evil, hate, and fear, God’s
love cannot and will not be deterred. We acknowledge that sin is part of the
world, and while we are called to live obediently as disciples, there is little we
can do to avoid sin. We rely on God to transform us and shape us. We seek
forgiveness for Sin and for sin…. But God’s grace comes first.
This shift in my theology, this shift in my thinking has led to me being
a Presbyterian most of my life. I hope you all can celebrate God’s grace in
your own lives, knowing you are forgiven, free children of God.
Peace,
Pastor Lou Ellen

Page 2

Sundays 10:10 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.
Conference Room
We are finishing the Celebrate James video
series, and Barbara Caudill is starting a new study
focusing on “Bad Girls of the Bible” a book written
by Liz Curtis Higgs.
The new study begins on Sunday, August 8
and all are welcome!

The Thursday Bible Study group will soon
resume after their traditional summer break. Aren’t
you a bit curious? These folks will gather together
on Thursday, September 23rd, at 10:00 a.m. in the
church Fellowship Hall.
Everyone is welcomed. No experience
expected or needed – we’re learning together! And
we find that the more we consider God’s Word, the
more questions we have. And that’s good -- Jesus
loves to hear our questions! Let’s explore His Word
together! These Thursdays are blessed -- and the
cookies are too!

All the Deacons are busy working on their
role that the Lord has lead them to. All the Deacon
committees are here to help any of you who have a
need. Cards are sent to shut-ins and nursing home
residents, phone calls are made to those in the
hospital, as well as those in assisted living facilities
or are homebound. Meals are prepared by many

volunteers to take to someone who is returning home
from the hospital. This service is through the Loving
Spoonfuls committee which makes sure there are
four meals for the person returning home from the
hospital.
Rides to doctor’s appointments, helping
someone move into an assisted living facility, rides
to church are all done through Parish Ministry.
Deacons care and, even though we don’t
meet during the summer and some of us are
traveling or are up North, we are here for you. Call
the church office, and a Deacon will get back to you.
Diane Freund,
Moderator of Deacons

Revenues for the month of June totaled
$30,168.20, which included $19,898.00 from
pledges and loose plate. Expenses were $24,153.36,
resulting in a net for the month of $6,014.84.
Please send all financial requests (e.g. check
requests, fund balance requests, etc.) to Dana
Rodriguez at fpcdrodriguez@gmail.com, or call her
at 407-765-0814.

This is our second month for a local mission
project. Our church Mission Committee has been
touched by the situation of many foster children who
only have a black plastic garbage bag to take their
clothes and any possessions when they are moved
from one home to another.
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Many of us have an extra
small or medium suitcase that is just
sitting in our closet. Can we
imagine the joy of a child to have a
place to store their treasures? Six
gently used suitcases have already been donated. The
Mission Committee will tuck in a children’s Bible or
a Jesus storybook and an encouraging note from our
church family.
These suitcases will be presented to the
Foster Parents’ Association to give out as needed.
When we have a minimum of 12 suitable suitcases
donated, we’ll make a delivery. So, what’s tucked
away in your closet? Please bring to the church, and
you’ll be part of this mission!

Most of us realize that we are in the midst of
a real-estate boom. What about those who find their
rental costs take 50% of their income? Habitat for
Humanity can be the route for owning your own
home with limited income as long as you are willing
to work and complete the partnership. Habitat has
been in our county for 28 years, and in those years
216 families have persevered and realized the
security of their own home. Yet, the need is ongoing,
and Habitat continues to help more families.
Our church family has had a unique mission
since 2008 for these Habitat families. Your Mission
Committee wanted to congratulate each family with
a practical offering. It was decided that a brand new
washer and dryer for each Habitat home built in
Citrus County would be used most every day and so
appreciated by anyone who has ever frequented a
laundromat. That was 179 sets ago! Thank you,
church family and friends, for your ongoing support
for this hometown mission!

Our fundraising continues as Habitat
pledges to build 15-20 homes per year as the need is
so great. The Lord has blessed us so that we can
bless others. Now, that’s a whole lot of washing
going on!!!

Our Operation Christmas Child shoebox
packing party is fast approaching on Wednesday,
September 15th, here in our Fellowship Hall. We’ve
been collecting different items each month since
February in anticipation of our kick-off event.
The month of August is your choice. Try to
think like a child in a poor third-world country –
what would you like to find in your box? Just
remember no food or perishable items can be
shipped to these countries. How about socks, school
supplies, small toys, etc.? Bring you bargains to
Heidi’s “cubby hole” storage area near the church
office.
Many thanks to our church family for the
bountiful response to our shoebox mission project.
We, as a church, have embraced this international
effort to show the love of Christ to hurting children
all over the world through a simple shoebox and the
opportunity to learn about Jesus. PTL! Be ready to
pack on September 15th!

Cedarkirk is truly a treasure of the Tampa
Bay Presbytery of which our church is a part of.
Have you ever been to Cedarkirk? Our church family
has had several weekend retreats there in years past.
The last retreat was in April, 2018, so many of our
(Continued on page 4)
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(Cedarkirk, Continued from page 3)
church family haven’t had the opportunity. So,
Saturday, October 23, 2021 is an open invitation.
The Mission Committee has supported Cedarkirk for
many years and wants all of us to “come and see.”

Thank you, church family, for responding to
the hungry among us. Any questions or suggestions?
Phone Ben Harris, Mission Chairman, at 904-6100818, or see him in church.

A Lamers Bus has been booked for a
Saturday day trip to Cedarkirk near Lithia, Florida
about 70 miles away. The Cedarkirk staff will show
us around, feed us lunch (always delicious), and give
us the use of all their facilities. Y’all come and see?
Cost will be $35 each for the bus ride, lunch, and
great fellowship. The bus has a limit of 36 persons.
To reserve a space, see Frank or Audrey
Mattox of the Mission Committee at church or
phone them at 341-2484. A deposit of $10 will hold
your space. Full payment is due by October 10,
2021. Checks should be payable to the church and
designated for Cedarkirk event.
Talk to anyone who has experienced
Cedarkirk and hear the enthusiasm! Activity level is
moderate to easy going. There’s even the option of
sitting on the porch in a rocking chair! Cedarkirk is
special!

Fill the Cart
When we go to the grocery store, aren’t we
amazed how quickly the cart is filled – even when
we only came in for milk and bananas! That’s our
mission cart out in the narthex. Our church family
has filled the CUB cart with non-perishable food for
Citrus United Basket.
This is an ongoing hometown mission
opportunity. Hunger is a real issue in our country.
No matter the reason, we are mandated by Jesus to
feed the hungry. Citrus United Basket (CUB) is one
of our links to fulfill this commandment. So if each
of us bring only one or two items a month, the cart
will never be empty.

Mission Trip
Our adult mission trip, scheduled for March
2020, was cancelled, of course, due to COVID-19.
But with the blessings of the vaccine, the New
Missions trips will resume in 2022. The Mission
Committee voted to pursue another opportunity for
an adult/older teen mission trip to Puerto Plato in the
Dominican Republic on the dates of March 17-22,
2022.
New Missions of Orlando has been in Haiti
and the Dominican Republic for over 30 years. Their
emphasis has been the establishment of medical
clinics, schools, and churches. Our church has sent
two previous mission teams to the Dominican
Republic; one in 2011, and the other in 2018. Are
you interested in joining a mission team in 2022?
New Missions has openings for 10 persons from our
church family.
Our team leaders from New Missions will be
Rob & Beth Arms from Crystal River. Curious?
Phone Frank or Audrey Mattox, Mission Committee,
at 341-2484, for more information. It is a mission
trip in your “bucket list”?
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Birthdays

Youth Birthdays

Dot Welsch

Lee Ann Griffith

17

Judy Foss

6

Aura Batten

Lenny Spakow

18

Donna Dublo

15

Luke Bennett

2

Carolyn Smith

19

John Engberg

5

Cathy Canfield

20

Emmy Hubbartt

Claire Jenkins

22

Joshua Alford

7
9

Gary Oorbeck

Sonny Jaros

Bob Purcell

Janet Jones

Tom Zurawski

26

Dr. John Rowda
Lance Smith

Adrian Rowda
Amy Alford

10

Thelma Steele

12

Sandy Olson

Steve Middlemas

13

Clyde Canfield

Ella Nardone

14

Gail Nave

28

Linda Cridland

Martha Coughlan

29

Ed Fretz
Vera Hatton

Thomas Hagar

7

Trip & Dawn Mundy

10

Bart & Gudrun Ashworth

12

Murray & Jackie Bennett

John Keyte
Sylvia McKean

27

Anniversaries

Jill Sumner

30

Joyce Morgan

15

Reg Bennett

31

Daniel Carella

16

Al Ballantine

Nancy Poorman

Frank & Donna Dublo
Jimmy & Barb Inmon
17

Glenn & A.J. Smith

18

Steve & Jan Middlemas
Bob & JoAnn Suplee

19

Bob & Jean McIntosh

20

Jim & Barbara Rains

24

Pat & Judy Foss
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May 18-27, 2021
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I had wanted to go to Cuba for more than a
year, but because the COVID-19 conditions in Cuba
were bad and airports were closed, I wasn’t able to
go. Nevertheless, I kept in touch with the mission
project in my village, Guira, by talking to the pastor
and getting reports of God’s work there. Of course
we sent some help for the construction of the church,
as well.
I prayed that the Lord would guide me and
tell me what to do. I had many Christian materials
and New Testaments with Psalms and Proverbs
included and also the Plan of Salvation. Well, God
answered. I would go to Honduras. It’s open.
Honduras is a very poor country and hungry for
God’s Word. So I began to plan my trip.
Many people in Honduras were sick with
COVID-19, including my mother-in-law (96 years
old) who died from COVID-19 the day before I
arrived. The rate of crime and kidnappings in
Honduras is very high.
I flew out Tuesday, May 18th. I had two suitcases, one with my personal belongings and some
clothes to give away. The other suitcase with 300
New Testaments which weighed 50 pounds. Of
course, this was over weight for which I had to pay.
What was important was that everything would get
to Honduras. A friend picked me up at 3:00 a.m. to
catch the flight from Tampa to Miami, then, after a
long wait, the connecting flight to Tegucigalpa,
Honduras.
The airport in Honduras is considered one of
the most dangerous in the world because its location
is in a valley surrounded by mountains, and it has a
very short landing strip. Well, people clapped after
the plane came to a full stop. Soon I noticed that
there were soldiers with machine guns everywhere.
We were carefully checked for COVID-19. I had to

bring my required information about vaccination and
being free of COVID-19.
My niece, a very dedicated Christian, and her
father were waiting for me at the airport. We drove
to her home. Again soldiers were everywhere. To
enter any neighborhood you had to go through
security checks. Most stores and businesses are also
protected by soldiers.
We contacted about six different pastors and
visited several churches in the next days leaving
bags with the Word of God. I always told them they
were not to keep them, but to give them away to
people that were not Christians. We also took God’s
Word to some little stores. In one small store only
one person was working there. I heard Christian
music. I asked if she was a Christian, and she said
“yes.” Then I told her about my mission to give
away God’s Word. So I left several New Testaments
on her counter top. She told me she would give them
away. Later, the girl’s pastor wanted more of God’s
Word, so my cousin and I brought them some more
New Testaments. At another location, my cousin and
I gave God’s Word to each of the employees. One
church I visited, I had to go back to bring more New
Testaments.
The day before returning to the U.S. after our
last delivery of God’s Word, as we returned to my
niece’s home, there was a group of armed soldiers
on the road checking cards. A soldier began to walk
toward us. I look at my niece a little scared, and we
both said almost at the same time “let’s offer them
the Word of God.” We thanked him for the great job
he was doing to protect the people from crime and
the risk he was taking. Then we asked if we could
give him a copy of God’s Word. He said “yes” and
thanked us. We said we would like to give one to
each of the soldiers on the road. There were about
seven soldiers. He called them and before we
realized it, we were completely surrounded by
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soldiers with machine guns. We gave each a copy of
God’s Word, and I told them they would be blessed
with the message of salvation and love from Jesus,
and trusting Him will give them protection. They
were happy and thanked us. By the way, we only
had about 10 New Testaments left, but enough to
give one to each soldier.

been asking. Please pray now that the Word of God
will reach many people, and they will become
disciples of Christ and reach others for His glory and
His Kingdom. I also must thank the Christians from
the small Spanish congregation in Inverness who
also were praying for me. All the praise to our
loving God and Savior Jesus Christ.

I want to finish this report by thanking the
many wonderful Christians in First Presbyterian
Church for caring and praying for me. So many have

Thank you,
Pedro Fuentes

Page 10

In Sympathy
The congregation would like to express its
most heartfelt condolences to the Andreichuk family
on the passing of Sarah Andreichuk, who entered the
Life Eternal on June 24, 2021; and to the Butler
family, on the death of Jerry Butler, who was called
home to the Lord on June 26, 2021.
We also would like to express out deepest
sympathy to the family of Marilyn Berger, who
passed into the Life Triumphant on June 26, 2021; to
the family of Lillian B. Cato, who called home to the
Lord on July 2, 2021; and to the family of Willys
Smelser, who passed into the Life Eternal on July 5,
2021.
Please keep these families in your prayers as
they mourn the loss of their loved ones.

Congratulations are in order
for our own Dr. John Rowda, having
been voted the “Best of the Best”
ophthalmologist
in
the
recent
Citrus County Chronicle’s 2021
competition!
We’re
proud
of
you, Dr. Rowda!

Thank You
Notes
First Presbyterian Church of Inverness,
Thank you! I was both excited and honored
to be selected as a recipient of the Evelyn & Howard
Drinkwater Scholarship.
This scholarship will help to ease my college
expenses at The University of Michigan where I am
enrolled in the School of Kinesiology. Your support
has helped me get one step closer to my goal of
working within the realm of professional sports.
Again, thank you for your generosity!
Sincerely,
Matt Bishop

Love is a commitment to seek the good and to work for the good and welfare of others.
It doesn’t stop at our front door or our neighborhood, our religion or race, or our state’s
or [our] country’s border. This is one great fellowship of love throughout the whole
wide earth, as the hymn goes. It often calls us to step outside of what we thought our
boundaries were, or what others expect of us. It calls for us to sacrifice, not
because doing so feels good, but because it’s the right thing to do.
—Bishop Michael Curry, Love Is the Way
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Editor’s Corner
Each month the Pres-ByLines is available for viewing
or download on our website
www.fpcinverness.org. It also
is available in print at the Ask
Me Information Desk in the
narthex and in the lobby
adjacent to the church office.

Please note, the deadline for the September
issue is Monday, August 16.
Committee chairpersons and others who
have news, comments, or suggestions should place
the items in John Engberg’s church office mailbox, or email them to him at mrbyte@earthlink.net,
or to the church at fpcinvoffice@gmail.com.
John Engberg
Editor

Christian Symbols
A lion represents watchfulness and alertness. It also
symbolizes Christ, the Lion of Judah (Revelation 5:4-5).
A winged lion is the symbol of St. Mark, whose gospel
focuses on Jesus' royalty and resurrection.

Three years ago the Men’s Fellowship voted
to start a scholarship program for students wishing to
receive vocational training. The Jon LaFontaine
Scholarship was established for men and women
interested in learning skills that will allow them to
move directly into the current employment market.
The assistance will take the form of a grant
to pay toward tuition, books, supplies, and lab
expenses. The program has been named for
Jon LaFontaine, our Chairman, who passed away
two years ago.
Men’s Fellowship is proud to announce that
we recently awarded $500 scholarships to four

Withlacoochee
Technical
College
The students and their area of study are:

students.

Amber Knechtel, Medical Administration
Brittany Watson, Welding Program
Joey Gunnels, Automotive Technology
Bobby C. Rutherford Jr., Electricity Program
We would like to thank all of you who have
supported the Men’s Fellowship fundraising projects
and those of you who have contributed directly to
the LaFontaine Scholarship Program.
Ron Embling
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