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We the People
of the United States, in Order
to form a more perfect Union,
establish Justice, insure
domestic Tranquility, provide
for the common defense,
promote the general Welfare,
and secure the Blessings of
Liberty to ourselves and our
Posterity, do ordain and
establish this Constitution for the
United States of America.
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Then and Now
When I entered
seminary in 1992, it was
my fall back plan. For
years I had dreamed of
being like Indiana Jones,
traveling the world,
going on digs, researching all kinds of different
people, learning languages, with one adventure after another. After
Rev. Lou Ellen Hartley
beginning a master’s
program in anthropology, I could not shake the
feeling I’d made a mistake. I needed to be somewhere else. So I listened to the angst, acknowledged
the calling, and headed to seminary - without a plan
and without any grand dreams or expectations. I just
knew I was supposed to be there.
As time went by and my studies progressed,
I once again formed great visions and dreams. I
would still be like Indiana Jones, only I would teach
Biblical ethics or church history. I would still travel
the world, learn languages, etc. I had a plan after
graduation to work a year then head on to even more
education. Then I met a man, fell in love, and got
married. My plans had to change. God and I had a
deal— I would go anywhere as long as it was west

of the Mississippi and north of the Mason-Dixon
line. I would do anything as long as I would not
have to serve a local parish. Needless to say, that
was my deal, not God’s.
As it turns out, I’ve never made it back to the
west to live. I’ve served most of my 26 years in
ministry in the south, and I’ve always served in a
local parish. And I am not disappointed. To be
honest, my life and ministry have been more
exciting than I had ever imagined it could be. I’ve
met extraordinary people and learned how to live
life focusing on the grace present in daily life. I’ve
felt the love of local congregations in very painful
and traumatic times. I’ve had great fun, experienced
joy and challenges. I’ve been able to walk with
remarkable people during their most difficult times
and the happiest. Through it all, God’s spirit has
been there helping us all understand the power of
love and faith.
I am full of hope as Brett and I come to join
you in Inverness. We have been called to be together
to be the church, and I am excited about what God is
already doing and what God has planned for us.
Peace and blessings to you,
Pastor Lou Ellen

The wheel: A rotating wheel symbolizes God’s
divine force. Wheels with flames shooting out
often portray God’s throne, based on Ezekiel’s
vision (see Ezekiel 1:1-18). Some artists also
show a burning wheel when God sends Adam
and Eve out of the Garden of Eden.
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acquired with plans to build 500 homes over the next
15 years in Citrus Springs. Now that’s a big project!

There is no better way to start your day than
with fun, fellowship, and
prayer. Our prayer group
continues to meet each
Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. in
the church prayer parlor.
Everyone is invited, so
please come and join us if
you can.
In addition, our
prayer warrior team
continues to offer prayers for those who desire it
after the Sunday Worship Services. If you have any
concerns, large or small, that you would like for us
to pray for, please do not hesitate to ask.

Since 2008, our church family and friends
have donated a brand new washer and dryer to each
Habitat home built in Citrus County. Are we up to
this challenge? We’ve already donated 175 sets of
washers and dryers, so let’s Think Big!
And speaking of the families who have
received a washer and dryer set, we recently
received a thank you card from new Habitat home
owner Teresa White.
If your family or group would like to be part
of this local mission project, just designate your
donation for HFH mission account #8545. It’s a
wash-day miracle!

Bruce Cook

Revenues for the month of May totaled
$33,626.74, which included $26,432.00 from
pledges and loose plate and $7,194.74 from Funds
and Investments. Expenses were $27,658.12. That
resulted in a net total of $5,968.62 and a year-to-date
surplus of $80,375.66.
Please send all financial requests (e.g. check
requests, fund balance requests, etc.) to Dana
Rodriguez at fpcdrodriguez@gmail.com, or call her
at 407-765-0814.

The school year is ever-changing all over the
world. Operation Christmas Child (OCC) delivers
filled shoeboxes to children in over 130 countries.
One of the most valued items for these children is
school supplies. Education is so very important and
gives them a chance to get out of poverty and
hopelessness.
Every month we collect a different item to
put in each shoebox. The month of July is school
supplies -- e.g. notebook paper, small notebooks,
pencils, pencil sharpeners, colored pencils, paper
clips, and anything that gives them the tools for
schoolwork.
Wednesday, September 15, will be the date
of our annual OCC kick-off “packing party.” If you
find any school supply bargains, gather them up and
bring to Heidi’s “cubby hole” near the church office.

We have more details about the aspiring
plans of our local Habitat for Humanity (HFH)
affiliate in Citrus County. Over 135 acres have been

Every shoebox is a message for that child
showing them that God loves them. It’s a mission
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)
like no other. Need more info? See Audrey Mattox
from the Mission Committee in church or phone her
at 341-2484.

Have you noticed the shopping cart in the
narthex? It’s for donations of non-perishable foods
to collect for Citrus United Basket (CUB). This is a
local, hometown organization that has been
ministering to the needy in our county for many
years.
This past year has been a particularly
difficult year for everyone. So our church Mission
Committee wants to give all of us a convenient and
easy way to contribute and help. Sherry Robertson
has volunteered to deliver the food to CUB when the
basket is full. So, let’s fill it up! CUB does good
work, and we can be part of that.

Bring your gently used small or medium-sized
luggage to the church, and the Mission Committee
will deliver this show of love and concern. We can
make a difference!

Have you ever been to Cedarkirk, the Camp
and Conference Center of the Tampa Bay Presbytery? It’s located on the Alafia River near Lithia, FL
about 70 miles south of Inverness. Our church
family has supported Cedarkirk for many years
through the Mission Committee budget. Saturday,
October 23, will be an opportunity to go and see
what a marvelous resource we have at Cedarkirk.
Watch the bulletins for more information

Sundays 10:10 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.
Conference Room
Many of us have been at an airport baggage
claim area waiting for our bags and looking for our
individual luggage. What if everything we owned
was coming down in a plastic bag? That’s the reality
for many foster children as they transition from one
home to another. Our church Mission Committee has
been presented with a unique idea.
Many of us have an extra
small or medium suitcase that we no
longer use. That could be such a
treasure to a foster child. In each
donated suitcase, we would tuck in a
children’s Bible and an encouraging
note from our church family. These suitcases would
be presented to the Foster Parents Association for
distribution as needed.
This is a small mission project with a big
heart for these children. What’s in your closet?

Scripture Searchers resumed on May 2, with
Barbara Caudill leading a new video series
Celebrate James. Please join us.
“If you need wisdom, ask our generous God,
and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke you for
asking. But when you ask him, be sure that your
faith is in God alone.” James 1:5-6 NLT

A Special Thursday
The Thursday Bible Study group will have
an ice-cream summer social in July. A cool treat is a
good excuse to get together. Watch the church
bulletin and/or look for your snail-mail postcard for
details. Everyone is welcome – hungry or not. Any
questions? Phone Frank or Audrey Mattox at
341-2484 for more information.
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Birthdays

29

Gudrun Ashworth

Nancy Stein

Chuck Klein

Connie Reynolds

Bob Nave

Michael Reynolds
5

Amy Coleman

6

Billie Herndon

7

Jan Middlemas

30

Thalia Fleetwood
Amalia Schulist

31

Tere Allen

Susan Simpkins
Clark Stillwell
8

Betty Lou Jones

9

Juan Fuentes

10

Frank Mattox

13

Peggy Herbst

14

Diane Dooge

Youth Birthdays
3

Sally Smith

23

Chase Bresnahan

28

Bella Boccia

Suzanne Matthews
16

Anniversaries

Tommie Preniczky
Phyllis Smith

4

Greg & Sarah Andreichuk

Cathy Larson

7

Bill & Bonnie Buesching

Bob Suplee

11

Ron & Judy Embling

24

Colin Carella

17

Danny Sullivan & Jennifer Anderson

25

Dolores Pakes

24

Jock & Martha Coughlan

Marian Strohl

29

Bob & Gail Nave

18

26

Karen Smith

27

Sam Hurst
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“I am apt to believe that it will be celebrated, by
succeeding Generations, as the great
anniversary Festival. It ought to be
commemorated, as the Day of Deliverance
by solemn Acts of Devotion to God Almighty.
It ought to be solemnized with Pomp and Parade,
with Shews, Games, Sports, Guns, Bells,
Bonfires and Illuminations from one End of
this Continent to the other from this
time forward forever more.”
John Quincy Adams, July 1776
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Dear First Presbyterian Church,

provide survivors with a safe haven and the
necessary services to begin the healing process. In
addition to providing emergency shelter and
intervention services, CASA is committed to
breaking the cycle of violence by educating
professionals, community groups, and providing
prevention education to our youth.

As a recipient of the 2021 Drinkwater
scholarship, I would first like to say thank you. I am
sincerely honored and blessed to have your
continuous support that is now directly assisting in
my attendance at the University of South Florida this
Fall.

Once again, thank you for choosing to invest
in CASA. Your support is truly appreciated and
ensures we are able to continue providing shelter,
safety, and intervention to those fleeing domestic
violence, and to educate the community for lasting
social change.

Not only has this church taught me how to
love God and spread that love to others, they have
been a family and have helped me develop into who
I am today. For that I am forever grateful.

With appreciation,
Sunshine Arnold,
LCSW Chief Executive Officer

Thank You
Notes

With love and blessings,
Jessica Jones

Dear First Presbyterian Church
On behalf of the Citrus County Abuse
Shelter Association, Inc. (CASA) and the many
families and individuals we serve, I would like to
thank you for your donation of $500.00.
Domestic violence is an epidemic that affects
the entire community. The generous support of
individuals like you makes it possible for us to

Dear First Presbyterian Church,
Thank you for your support of our work.
Since January 1, 2021, we provided food for 1,571
people, 830 families. We provided material aid other
than food (clothes, tents, blankets) to 2,149 people;
29 bikes given for transportation; 2,417
services such as meals and showers at Connections.
Christmas of 2020, we served 1,910 children.
Ginger West, Executive Director
Family Resource Center

Today is a new day. You have been given this day to use as you will. You can
waste it or use it for good. What you do today is important because you are
exchanging a day of your life for it. When tomorrow comes, this day will
be gone forever; in its place is something that you have left behind.
Let it be something good.
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Editor’s Corner
Each month the Pres-ByLines is available for viewing
or download on our website
www.fpcinverness.org. It also
is available in print at the Ask
Me Information Desk in the
narthex and in the lobby
adjacent to the church office.

As members and friends of First Presbyterian
Church, we have a golden opportunity to continue
our rich heritage of sharing our lives and forming
relationships through “special meals.” Our WOW
dinners and Tables-for-6 are only two examples of
our love for fellowship and great food.
How fitting to graciously welcome our new
minister, Lou Ellen, and her husband, Brett, through
hosting a simple informal dinning get together. The
opportunities are wide open – a luncheon, afternoon
coffee, or a dinner.

Please note, the deadline for the August
issue is Thursday, July 15.
Committee chairpersons and others who
have news, comments, or suggestions should place
the items in John Engberg’s church office mailbox, or email them to him at mrbyte@earthlink.net,
or to the church at fpcinvoffice@gmail.com.
John Engberg
Editor

Lou Ellen and Brett are very excited about
beginning her ministry with us. If you would enjoy
hosting a small welcoming and get together, starting
July 25 through October, please sign the calendars
available at a table in the narthex starting June 20.
Suggested times are Tuesdays and Wednesdays for dinner or Wednesdays and Thursdays for a
luncheon or afternoon coffee. We recommend
inviting four to six people.
If you have any questions, please call Alice
Capps at 317-417-6603.

An unnamed relative of Paul obstructed a conspiracy
to kill the apostle. What was this rescuer’s relation to
Paul?
A. nephew B. niece C. brother D. sister
Answer: See Acts 23:12-22, esp. v. 16.)
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A Prayer for Our Nation
Almighty and ever-living God, we
humbly praise you for the nation in
which you have allowed us to live. We
cherish its wonder and its beauty. We
are thankful for its fruitful lands, its
bountiful waters, its great resources,
and its unlimited opportunities.
We thank you for our founding
fathers and mothers, and for their foresight, special wisdom, and steadfast
courage in establishing freedom and a
lasting document of fairness.
Stir up within each of us the will
to be good stewards of all the blessings
of the land we love. Amen.

O beautiful for spacious skies,
For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain!
America! America!
God shed His grace on thee,
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!
America! America!
God mend thine every flaw,
Confirm thy soul in self-control,
Thy liberty in law.
O beautiful for heroes proved
In liberating strife,
Who more than self their country loved,
And mercy more than life.
America! America!
May God thy gold refine
Till all success be nobleness,
And ev'ry gain divine.
O beautiful for patriot dream
That sees beyond the years
Thine alabaster cities gleam
Undimmed by human tears.
America! America!
God shed His grace on thee,
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea.
Katheryn Lee Bates, 1893

