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Mission Statement: 
“To know Jesus 

Christ personally, to 
make Him known, 
and to reflect His 
love through wor-

ship, education, and 
service to all.” 

         First Presbyterian Church of Inverness is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

May 2021 

First Presbyterian 
Church 

206 Washington Ave. 
Inverness, FL 

34450 
Phone: 352-637-0770 

Fax: 352-637-6326 
Website: 

www.fpcinverness.org 
Email:  

fpcinvoffice 
@gmail.com 

Mission Statement: 

“To know Jesus 
Christ personally, to 
make Him known, 

and to reflect His love 
through worship, 

education, and 
service to all.” 

 “Truly I tell 
you, anyone  
who will not  
receive the  

kingdom of God 
 like a little child  

will never  
enter it.” 

Mark 10:15 
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Sundays 10:10 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

 Scripture Searchers resumes May 2, with 
Barbara Caudill leading a new video series 
Celebrate James. Please join us. 

 “If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, 
and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke you for 
asking. But when you ask him, be sure that your 
faith is in God alone.” James 1: 5-6 NLT 

 
Thursdays 10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

 The Thursday Bible Study group has 
completed their study of Paul’s Letter to the Church 
at Philippi/Inverness. We have studied the concept 
of Joy in the Lord no matter what the circumstance. 
Jesus, others and then you, is the goal of our 
Christian life. 

 Thursdays will be on pause through the 
summer months and resume in September. 

Certainly going back to 
where you been in the past 
can be very interesting to 
say the least. Last year I 
returned to the Bonhomme 
Presbyterian Church, Ches-
terfield MO, a suburb of St. 

Louis. If going back to 
church I had served for nearly 12 years and left 25 
years ago wasn’t enough, we were, of course, in the 
middle of a Covid shut-down. 

 It was wonderfully strange. All of the wor-
ship services were streamed, with a very limited in-
person experience only available for a couple of 
Sundays in July, before shutting down again. It’s 
amazing how people remember things after 25 years. 
Many called them the “glory years,” while some of 
us remembered them as the “gory years.” Many 
legends were embellished while some tough times 
were forgotten. 

 I will remember with great fondness the 
meals and experiences shared during that Summer of 
Return. 

 Little did I know that I would be experienc-
ing a similar ministry opportunity this Summer. 
While I won’t be full-time and already have some 
other commitments elsewhere, on May 1, after over 
7 years, I will return to serve you at FPC 
Inverness. While I am not in the same league, I am 
reminded of the Apostle Paul who returned to 
churches he had served in the past. 

 I’m going to need your patience and help. I 
may not remember your name or the experiences we 
shared. Also, when preaching I may use stories I 
have used in the past. I’m hoping that if I can’t 
remember, you won’t either. 

 I pray, that during what I hope is only a 
month or two, will be a time when we continue to be 
prepared for the person of God’s choosing to 
become our next pastor. 

Love,  
Jim 

Rev. Jim Capps 
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 Men’s Fellowship’s Jon LaFontaine  
Scholarships are given each year to students 
interested in learning skills that will allow them to 
move directly into the employment market.  

 This year the Men’s Fellowship is giving 
four awards of $500 each. The awards are to be used 
to pay for tuition, books, and lab expenses. Instruc-
tion may take the form of hands-on-learning as at  
the Withlacoochee Technical College or online 
courses targeting vocational skills.  

 This is an open program, but preference will 
be given to members of our church community. If 
this program is of interest to you or someone you 
know, contact Ron Embling at 419-6486 or Eric 
Fritzeen at 419-7938. 

 The deadline for application is May 15. The 
awards will be made for the school year beginning 
August, 2021. 

Jon LaFontaine Scholorships Provide 
Marketable Education 

 Two FPC scholarships for 2021 have recently 
been awarded to graduating high schoolers, Jessica 
Jones and Matthew Bishop. 

 Jessica is the daughter of members John and 
Janet Jones and granddaughter of members John and 
Ida Breese. Also a member of our congregation, 
Jessica has attended our church since birth and has 
been a part of Sunday School, VBS, and the Youth 
Group. 

 She is graduating from Citrus High School 
with honors after achieving a weighted GPA of 
4.679. She has been a Dual Enrollment student 
throughout her Junior and Senior year at the College 
of Central Florida. She made the Dean’s List each 
semester and was also inducted into their honor 
society, Phi Theta Kappa. She will be attending the 
University of South Florida in the Fall to study Med-
ical Biology and Chemistry in hopes of continuing 

on to graduate school in the medical field. 

 Matthew, is the grandson of Laura and Tom 
Zurawski. He is graduating from New Lothrop High 
School in Michigan and will be attending either the 
University of Michigan, Northwood University, or 
Western Michigan University. His favorite subject is 
math and will be working for a degree in the sports 
discipline or in business and finance. 

 Matthew, who has muscular dystrophy and is 
wheelchair bound, has a weighted GPA of 4.058 and 
has been named the Salutatorian of his graduating 
class. He is the vice president of the Shiawassee 
Youth Advisory Council and volunteers at the St. 
Michael Catholic Church for the Muscular Dystro-
phy Association. 

 His favorite subject is math and will be 
working toward a degree in the sports discipline or in 
business and finance. 
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 Revenues for the month of March were 
$42,341.26, and expenses were $22,421.77. That 
resulted in a surplus of $19,999.49 and a year-to-
date surplus of $57,997.06 

 Since having installed a new software 
system, we have revised some procedures resulting 
in some changes in the way financial information is 
handled. In the future, financial requests, such as 
balance on fund information, requests for checks, 
contribution statements, etc. should be sent to to the 
Treasurer, Dana Rodrigues, via email at 
fpcdrodriguez@gmail.com. 

 When requesting a check, please include the 
account/fund you wish the funds to come from. If 
you do not use a computer, you can request funds 
using the form available in the office. These requests 
should be placed in Dana’s box in the church office. 

 If you have any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me at the church office. 

Dana Rodriguez, Treasurer 

 

Over 200 and Counting 

 Habitat for Humanity of Citrus County work-
ers and volunteers are currently building their 200 

plus homes in the county. Home number 211 has just 
been dedicated, and home 207 has a special connec-
tion to our church family. Chuck Christoffers, son of 
Terrie Christoffers, completed the vigorous partner-
ship with Habitat last month and is now enjoying his 
very own home.  

 The Habitat program is a “hands-up, not a 
hand-out.” Our church family and friends have 
donated a brand new washer and dryer to each 
Habitat home built in our county since home number 
37 in 2008. It’s a hometown mission! 

 

 

 

 

 Have we ever considered how drab the world 
would be without color? The Lord has blessed us 
with many vibrant hues or colors. As part of our  
Operation Christmas Child shoebox mission 
projects, we want to put colors in each shoebox. 
Each month we emphasize a different item for the 
shoeboxes to be stored in anticipation of our kick-off 
“packing party” in September.  

The month of May, 2021, will be collecting 
coloring books and crayons. We strive to put in a 
coloring book with various crayons in each shoebox. 
All ages enjoy coloring and making bright pictures, 
and it’s very soothing. Look for bargains and bring 
your finds to Heidi’s “cubby hole” storage spot near 
the church office.  

Thank you, church family and friends, for 
your support of shoeboxes! We have blessed  
children all over the world since 2005 with the gift 
of a simple shoebox. A practical evangelical tool! 
Any suggestions or questions? Contact the shoebox 
lady, Audrey Mattox, Mission Committee, at  
341-2484 or see her in church. 
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The Fellowship Committee is pleased to 
announce the return of Coffee Hour 

beginning Sunday, May 16, 
from 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. in 
Fellowship Hall. Coffee, tea, 

water, juice, and conversation will 
be available. Snack items will be on 

hold until further notice.  

We are looking for people to help set up 
and serve coffee. Please call either Diane or Jim 
Freund at (352) 637-9058 or Carol Kircoaf at (484) 
995-4147. 

 

 The PNC is moving forward in a positive 
way. Plans are in progress to arrange visits for  
several pastor candidates. We continue to seek the 
one God has chosen. He will let us know. Please  
continue praying. 

 Statistics regarding pastor candidates follow: 

• 138  the number of  matched applications post-
ed to our Ministry Information Form and reviewed 
by your PNC. 

· 6  the number applying by direct contact (Self-
Referred). 

· 18  the number contacted for interviews  based 
upon qualifications, salary, and “best fit” criteria 
(sermon, quality, ministry, approach, etc.).  

· 9  the number of initial interviews conducted. 

· 3  the number of 2nd interviews conducted. 

· 2  the candidates interviewed under considera-
tion. 

 

 The April 17 food give-away was a quite 
successful venture. A total of 97 families,  
comprising 215 people , were served with prepacked 
boxes of food from a We Care Food Pantry refriger-
ated truck. Fresh milk, potatoes, oranges, yogurt, 
cheese and taco meat were among the items  
distributed. 

 

 If you or someone you know is in need of 
Vision Care, and have been putting it off because of 
finances, call the Vision Hotline at 1-352-560-8741 
for a Vision Assistance Application. Funding for this 
project was made possible through a grant from the 
Citrus County Community Charitable Foundation, 
Inc. and is available to Citrus County residents. If 
you would like more information, please call Greg 
or Sarah Andreichuk at 860-0426.  

Food Distribution Underway 
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Thank You  
Notes 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 I can't thank the people of First Presbyterian 
Church enough for your prayers, cards, flowers, 
food, and help in packing. II have a long way to go, 
but I am most appreciative for all who continue to 
support me. 

Betty Jones 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Inverness, 

 You’re a blessing! Thanks for the washer 
and dryer! After so long doing laundry at a  
laundromat, having our own is priceless! You’ve 
made this process so rewarding as I did my first load 
of laundry in my own house. Thank you!! 

Petra Ramos Family 

To My Brother Pedro Fuentes and The First  
Presbyterian Church of Inverness,  

 May God bless all of you of the First Presby-
terian Church of Inverness. My name is Angel 
Lambertt. I am the pastor of the Methodist Church 
of Guira de Melana, Cuba. I am writing you in the 
name of my family and all the congregation to 
express to you our deepest gratitude. 

 I would like to communicate that we 
received the offering of $450 that you sent us by our 
brother Pedro Fuentes. We know that God will add 
much more to you, because who plants abundantly 
the same way will reap. This money we will use to 
pay the debts our church had during the past year. as 
we continue the project of construction of our 
church. 

 Conditions in our country have become very 
difficult, and to obtain construction materials is 
complicated, but for God, nothing is impossible, and 
up to now we have made progress. From this 
moment we will be ready to continue construction of  

 

 Do you or any one you know have trouble 
hearing on the phone? If so, there is a real solution 
for this problem. You can receive a clear caption 
phone absolutely free. This is a federally funded 
program, that you have been paying for in your 
phone bill for years. It’s part of the telecommunica-
tions tax. 

 The phone comes with free delivery and 
installation, free training and support, and a life time 
warranty. It features near real time text captioning, 
adjustable caption size and color, fast-dial contacts 
and favorites, an answering machine, call log, and 
other features. And, no cost is ever passed on to you. 
This is an incredible deal!  

 To qualify for one of these phones, there are 
some requirements. There must be a hearing loss in 
the household, you must have home phone service, 
you must have an internet connection (for the home 
phone), or you must have an Apple iPhone 5s or 
newer. 

 If you are interested in obtaining one of these 
phones, call Susan Richardson at (352) 639-9637  
at the Clear Captions organization, or email her at  
susan.richardson@clearcaptions.com. If you just 
want to read a little more about it, pick up a flyer at 
the Ask Me Desk 

 

 

(Continued on Page 9) 
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“Ye know not what the Lord is working out of this, but ye shall know it 
hereafter.” 
       —Samuel Rutherford 

 

the church and thus expanding the Kingdom of God 
in this place he has selected. 

 With this letter I am sending a photo of how 
the building looks now in construction and a photo 
of how it should look when finished. 

 We are so grateful for the pact of brother-
hood made between our churches. You can always 
count on our prayers and blessings to all of you 

 We hope that soon our brother, Pedro, will 
be able to come. We believe the promise of God, 
knowing that he will provide for all our needs 
according to his riches in glory. 

 I will say goodbye now, nevertheless, God 
willing, we will keep in touch very often using this 
means. 

 My telephone number is 53-530-34-200 if it 
is your wish to contact me. Best wishes to you all. 

Angel Lambert 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 I want to start by thanking the Lord and you 
for your commission to serve as a missionary to our 
sister church in the village of Guira in Cuba. I hope 
to take Christian supplies not available in Cuba to 
the little faithful church very soon. 

 Our sister church began with only two 
persons. The services soon grew so full that people 
had to stand outside in the sidewalk and the street. 
Now there is a new construction that more than| 
doubles the size. Thank you very much to the First 
Presbyterian Church. You will be happy to know 

that many people are coming to Christ in Guira. 
They tell me how great it is that you love and care 
for them. 

 I want to ask you to pray for this mission in 
Cuba that the Lord will: 

 1. Continue to bless these believers and allow 
them to maintain their freedom to gather and 
to share the gospel in this difficult and atheist 
country ruled by communism. 

 2. To meet their physical needs, especially food 
and medication which are both scarce in  
Cuba. 

 3. To help the Christians to grow daily in faith 
and to trust God’s Word and his protection! 

 4. That the necessary funds will be provided to 
expand their meeting place in Guira and their 
witnessing to other villages. 

 5. That the Lord will touch hearts willing to 
help and be a part of this mission. 

 6. Also pray for the new believers in Cuba for 
often they suffer persecution for their faith in 
Christ. 

Yes, churches are now open in Cuba, but 
they must be very careful that no one criticizes the 
communist government. The result could be closing 
of the church, and the pastors go to prison. When I 
go to Cuba, I never discuss politics. I’m there to help 
the Christians to spread the message of salvation and 
hope only in Christ. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Pedro Fuentes 

(Continued from Page  8) 
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Editor’s Corner 

Each month the Pres-By-Lines 
is available for viewing or 
download on our website 
www.fpcinverness.org. It also is 
available in print at the Ask Me 
Information Desk in the Narthex 
and in the lobby adjacent to the 

church office. 

 Please note, the deadline for the June 
issue is Friday, May 14. 

 

Committee chairper-
sons and others who have 

news, comments, or sugges-
tions should place the items in 

John Engberg’s church office 
mailbox, or email them to him at 

mrbyte@earthlink.net, or to the church at 
fpcinvoffice@gmail.com. 

John Engberg 
Editor 

 
 

DEADLIN
E 

 Birthdays 
1 Bayush Alford 
 Beza Alford 

Judy Morris 
3 Bill Kelso 

Jess Smith 
4 Richard Moody 
7 JoAnn Suplee 
8 Ashley Augustine 
 Mili McDougall 
9 Joan Fritzeen 
13 Danny Sullivan 
17 Nancy Foley 
 Mary Beth Smith 
18 Debbie O’Leary 
19 Katie Hooker 
 Nancy Dixon 
21 Lloyd Abel 
 Christopher Paschall 
22 Janice Torppa 
24 Butch Schultz 
 Laura Zurawski 
28 Trip Mundy 
30 Barbara Burgess 
31 Adela Isham 

 

 Youth birthdays 
12 Campbell Bennett 
19 Maegan Scalise 
20 Jackson Anderson 
29 Bailey Berlin 
 
 

 Anniversaries 
2 Eric & Joan Fritzeen 
8 Dr. Dennis & Reg Bennett 
12 Charlie & Jen Stauffer 
20 Barry & Gail Fiske 
 John & Janet Jones 
26 Dallas & Lori Evans 
 Dave & Peggy Herbst 
27 Lenny & Jamie Spakow 
29 Gordon & Leslie Craig 
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Trinity Sunday 
May 30th 

May 15th 


