
 

First Presbyterian 
Church 

Mission Statement: 
“To Know Jesus Christ personally, to make Him known, 

and to reflect His love through worship, education, and service to all.” 

A Stephen Ministry 
Congregation 

206 Washington Avenue 
Inverness, FL 34450-4942 
Telephone: (352) 637-0770 
Fax: (352) 637-6326 

Email: fpcinvoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.fpcinverness.org 



 

9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
 

PREPARATION AND PRAISE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE                                         (Rick Dahlinger) 
 

Call to Worship (responsively) (God hears all we say behind and in front of our masks in 
life.) 
Pastor: Lord You give each one a gift of the Spirit. 
PEOPLE: So we may show unity and honor to Your church! 
Pastor: Together we are the body of Christ. 
PEOPLE: Join us in Spirit with all those who praise Your name. 
Pastor: Do you truly come to honor God yourselves? 
PEOPLE: Jesus said, “We must honor God with our lives.” 
Pastor: How do you honor God with your lives? 
PEOPLE: We honor God, our neighbors and ourselves with service. 
 

*HYMN #469                             “Morning Has Broken”                                    See Overheads 
 

Let us all Stand (*indicates standing) 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) (followed by a period of silent confession) 
 God of the future: You are coming in power to bring nations under Your rule. We 
confess that we have not expected Your Kingdom. We have lived casual lives, and 
ignored Your promised judgement. Judge us, O God, for we have been slow to serve 
You. Forgive us, for the sake of Your faithful servant Jesus, our Savior, whose triumph 
we want and eagerly wait for. We confess that we are children of dust, unworthy of Your 
gracious care. We have not loved as we ought to love, nor lived as You command, and 
our years are soon gone. Have mercy on us. Forgive our sin and raise us to new life, so 
that as long as we live we will serve You through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (responsively) 
Pastor: Friends, the good news of the gospel is that, while were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
Believe the good news: in Jesus, God’s grace has redeemed us and claimed us as His own 
forevermore! 
PEOPLE: Hallelujah! Praise God! 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 
 

IN WITNESS OF THE WORD 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOLLOWED BY THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

HYMN #341                       “Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!”                       See Overheads 

Order of Worship                              4th Sunday of Easter                                  April 25, 2021 



OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING                                                         Psalm 23 
 

ANTHEM                       “Blowin in the Wind” (Rick Dahlinger) 
 

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING                                           2 Timothy 2:8-15  
 

SERMON                                    “Wrangling Over Words”                         Dr. Dennis Bennett 
 

IN RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

*BEARING WITNESS TO OUR FAITH (in unison)                                 The Nicene Creed 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through Him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation He came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no 
end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father (and the Son), who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
For now we will acknowledge our offerings that we will put in the plate as we leave this 
place! 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

*HYMN    “Why Me Lord” (Led by George Schumacher & Rick Dahlinger)    See Overheads 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

“If you desire prayer after the worship service, a Prayer Warrior will be available in the 
Prayer Parlor.” 
 

POSTLUDE                                     (Rick Dahlinger) 
 

*Indicates to please stand if you are able. 
 

THE END OF OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP -  
THE BEGINNING OF OUR WORSHIP AS SERVICE. 

 

Next Sunday: May 2, 2021 
Holy Communion 

“Making Jesus Visible” 
Matthew 4:12-25 

Rev. Jim Capps will be preaching 



Jessica Jones Awarded FPC Scholarship 
Jessica Jones was awarded a FPC Scholarship for 2021. Jessica is the daughter of members 
John and Janet Jones and the granddaughter of members John and Ida Breese. Jessica, a 
member also, has attended FPC since her birth and has been a part of Sunday School, VBS, 
and the Youth Group. Jessica is graduating from Citrus High School with honors after 
achieving a weighted GPA of 4.679. She has been a Dual Enrollment student throughout her 
Junior and Senior year at the College of Central Florida. She made the Dean’s List each 
semester and was also inducted into their honor society, Phi Theta Kappa. She will be 
attending the University of South Florida in the Fall to study Medical Biology and Chemistry 
in hopes of continuing on to graduate school in the medical field. 

 
Matthew Bishop Earns FPC Scholarship 

Nothing holds back Matthew Bishop who is a recipient of a 2021 FPC Scholarship Fund. 
Proud of their eighteen-year-old grandson, Laura and Tom Zurawski are pleased with 
Matthew’s many accomplishments. He graduated with a 4.0583 GPA and his favorite subjects 
are math, language/composition, and Spanish. Very driven, Matthew hopes to work in the 
sports industry or to become some sort of business/finance guru.  

 
Men’s Fellowship LaFontaine Scholarship 

The Jon LaFontaine Scholarships are given each year to students interested in learning skills 
allowing them to move directly into the employment market. This year the Men’s Fellowship 
is giving 4 awards of $500 each. The awards are to be used to pay for tuition, books, and lab 
expenses. Instruction may take the form of hands-on-learning such as Withlacoochee 
Technical College or online courses targeting vocational skills. This is an open program, but 
preference will be given to members of FPC of Inverness. If this program is of interest to you 
or someone you know, please contact: Ron Embling 419-6486, or Eric Fritzeen 419-7938. 
 
The deadline for application is May 15. The awards will be made for the school year 
beginning August 2021. 

 Welcome 
Especially to those who may be worshiping with us for the first time. 
We pray that you experience Christ’s presence in our midst, and that it will sustain you in 
the week ahead. We hope you will consider making First Presbyterian Church your 
church home in Inverness. 
The Nursery is temporarily closed due to the Covid virus. 
In an effort to reduce the risk and impact of the pandemic, First Presbyterian Church is 
practicing social distancing and wearing masks in Christian love. 
 

Silence Your Cell Phone 
As a courtesy to others, please silence your cell phone during all worship services. 



Coffee Hour Starts May 16 
The Fellowship Committee is pleased to announce the return of Coffee Hour beginning 
Sunday, May 16, from 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Coffee, tea, water, juice, 
and conversation will be available. Snack items will be on-hold until further notice. We are 
looking for people to help set up and serve coffee. Please call either Diane or Jim Freund at 
(352) 637-9058 or Carol Kircoaf at (484) 995-4147.  

 
Joyful Thursdays - Bible Study 

The Thursday Bible Study continues their spring series on practicing JOY. St. Paul’s words to 
the Church at Philippi apply to our church in Inverness. Have you considered a Bible Study 
group? All you need is your Bible, a face mask, and looking for JOY! Come to the Fellowship 
Hall at 10:00 a.m. on Thursdays and let’s experience JOY together. A bonus: cookies! 

 
Huggables 

Did you have a huggable doll or teddy bear as a child? Remember the comfort it could bring? 
Can you find some that will fit in a shoebox? As part of our Operation Christmas Child 
mission project, we collect a different item each month for our shoebox “packing party” in 
September. The month of April item is small dolls and/or stuffed animals. We strive to have 
something huggable in each box no matter the age. Perhaps someone will find clearance sale 
on Easter bunnies! Thank you, church family, for supporting shoeboxes since 2005! Any 
questions or suggestions? Contact the shoebox lady, Audrey Mattox, 341-2484, or see her in 
church. It’s a mission! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Trouble Hearing on the Phone? 
No Cost to Qualified Users for this Federally-Funded Program. 

See Every Word.  Every Call.  Everywhere. 
Men’s Fellowship had a representative from Clear Captions speak at their April meeting. For 
information on this popular device, call Susan Richardson (352) 639-9637 at Clear Captions 
or email her at susan.richardson@clearcaptions.com to receive your FREE caption phone 
today! There is FREE delivery and installation, training and support, and a lifetime warranty. 
The requirements are hearing loss, home phone service, internet connection (for home phone), 
or iPhone 5s or newer.  
 
No cost is ever passed on to the qualified user. This phone will have industry-leading near 
real-time captioning, adjustable caption size and color, fast-dial contacts and favorites, and an 
answering machine, call log, and more. Pick up a flyer at the Ask Me Desk as needed! 

Call and receive a FREE  
caption phone Susan Richardson  

(352) 630-9637  



PNC Update #6 (Through April 15, 2021) 
The PNC is moving forward in a positive way. Plans are in progress to arrange visits for 
several pastor candidates. We continue to seek the one God has chosen. He will let us know. 
Please continue praying. 
 
Statistics regarding pastor candidates follow: 

· Number of matched applications posted to our Ministry Information Form  
and reviewed by your PNC - 138 

· Number applying by direct contact (self-referred) - 6 
· Number contacted for interviews based upon qualifications, salary, and  

“best fit” criteria (sermon quality, ministry approach, etc.) - 18 
· Number of initial interviews conducted - 9 
· Number of second interviews conducted - 3 
· Candidates interviewed under consideration - 2 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Old Testament Scripture Reading 

Psalm 23: 1-6 
A psalm of David. 
1The LORD is my shepherd. I shall not be in want. 2He makes me lie down in green 
pastures, He leads me beside quiet waters, 3He restores my soul. He guides me in paths of 
righteousness for His name’s sake. 4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for You are with me: Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with 
oil; my cup overflows. 6Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and 
I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 

New Testament Scripture Reading 
2 Timothy 2:8-15  
8Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 
9for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God’s word 
is not chained. 10Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may 
obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 11Here is a trustworthy saying: 
If we died with Him, we will also live with Him; 12If we endure, we will also reign with 
Him. If we disown Him, He will also disown us; 13if we are faithless, He will remain 
faithful, for He cannot disown Himself. 14Keep reminding them of these things. Warn them 
before God against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who 
listen. 15Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not 
need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 

TODAYS BIBLE READING 



 
 

A Special  
 
 
 

To Those Serving Today 
 

Ushers 
9:00 a.m. 

Bonnie Ayotte 
Ron Hatton 
Vera Hatton 

 
 

11:00 a.m. 
Fred & Mary Ebhardt 

Bob & Judy Morris 
Bunny Trawick 

 

Attendance Sunday: 147 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 March Income & Expense            YTD 
Pledged Income & 
Loose Offering      $38,871.51   $113,407.75 
 

Funds & Transfers $  3,469.75   $ 10,371.75 
 

TOTAL INCOME $42,341.26  $123,779.50 
 

EXPENSES           $22,421.77   $ 65,782.44 

  
 

 
This Week at FPC 

 
Sunday, April 25, 2021 
  9:00 & 11:00 am Worship Services 
  Scripture Searchers - temporarily  
  suspended 

 
Monday, April 26 

 
Tuesday, April 27 
10:00 am Prayer Gathering - F.H. 

 
Wednesday, April 28 
  9:00 am Staff Meeting 

 
Thursday, April 29 
10:00 am Bible Study - F.H. 

 
Friday, April 30 

 
Saturday, May 1 
May Day 

 
Sunday, May 2 
Holy Communion 
  9:00 & 11:00 am Worship Services 
  Scripture Searchers - temporarily  
  suspended 

 
*Outside Groups 



Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Board of Deacons 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Corporate Officers 
Betty Jones, President Bob Morris, Vice President 

Bill Buesching, Secretary Cathy Larson - Accountant 
 

Church Staff 
Rev. Dr. Dennis R. Bennett, Interim Pastor 

 Karen Medrano, Director of Music Ministries Danny Birstler, Sound Booth Coordinator 

                                  Rick Dahlinger, Organist Cathy Canfield, Receptionist/Secretary 

                 Karen Dallas, Office Administrator Vicki Oorbeck, Child Care Attendant 
               Dana Rodriguez, Financial Secretary Danny Sullivan, Facility Manager 

              Keitha Stoney, Wedding Coordinator Gary Oorbeck, Grounds/Maintenance/Security 

 Bruce Cook, Prayer Warrior Pastor Emeritus - Craig S. Davies 
 

Church Office Hours 
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday 
 

Missionaries 
 

Lynn & Sharon Kandel and Shelvis & Nancy Smith-Mather, Missionaries in Sudan 

Dan & Elizabeth Turk, Missionaries in Madagascar 

Pedro Fuentes, Missionary to Our Cuban Connection Missions Effort Leader 
 

Worship - Study Schedule 
Traditional Sunday Morning Worship                                                                             9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (September - May)                                                                   To Be Determined 

Bible Study                                                                                                                                        As Scheduled 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

Alicia Downing Bill Buesching Ben Harris 

Frank Robertson Linda Cridland Carol Kircoaf 

Gary Simpkins John Engberg Bob Morris 

Carolyn Smith Barbara Kerr Jeanie Roberts 

 Bob Purcell  

lass of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

Bonnie Buesching Ron Embling Ray Birstler 

Barbara Inmon Diane Freund Judy Morris 

Phyllis LaFontaine Linda Tompkins Pat Stafford 

Georgia Cook Tom Zurawski  

Connie Reynolds   
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