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Mission Statement: 
“To know Jesus 

Christ personally, to 
make Him known, 
and to reflect His 
love through wor-

ship, education, and 
service to all.” 

         First Presbyterian Church of Inverness is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

April 2021 

First Presbyterian 
Church 

206 Washington Ave. 
Inverness, FL 

34450 
Phone: 352-637-0770 

Fax: 352-637-6326 
Website: 

www.fpcinverness.org 
Email:  

fpcinvoffice 
@gmail.com 

Mission Statement: 

“To know Jesus 
Christ personally, to 
make Him known, 

and to reflect His love 
through worship, 

education, and 
service to all.” 

 “Truly I tell 
you, anyone  
who will not  
receive the  

kingdom of God 
 like a little child  

will never  
enter it.” 

Mark 10:15 
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 “He is Risen!” 
This is what I declared at 
every witness to the  
resurrection of every  
person for which I  
conduct their final  
services.  

RESURRECTION: Greek 
- Anastasis = (physical form or essence of existence) 
it is not resuscitation (reviving) of a dead body or an 
assembling of old parts of dead body to resume our 
same old existence.  

 Anastasis after our physical deaths we gain 
new energy-like bodies for our new situation and 
location. We are born anew in a new state of  
existence. When we depart this world, we surrender 
one kind of life, (the only one we know to date), for 
another life. 

 Anastasis is the true fulcrum for Christianity. 
Our faith stands or falls on its reality in both.  

 Jesus (whom we call the Christ) and in our-
selves, (whom we call believers). For many the cross 
is the center of faith. They go to war to defend it. 
But the cross viewed on this side of history is empty. 
Resurrection is the vital link. No anastasis - no 
Christianity. 

 Problem: We have no witnesses to human 
anastasis. We have witnesses to the crucifixion and 
to the appearances of Jesus. But none to the actual 
event in the tomb. What happened in those linen 
cloths folded neatly on the bench? What happens in 
our death? 

 A caterpillar spins a cocoon around itself. 
Then we no longer see it. The next time we see it, it 
is in a new body! 

 Farmers plant seeds. They witness it being 
covered, watered and nurtured, but never get a peak 
inside. Then one spring day we see a new plant, an 
Easter Lily or whatever. 

 Jesus is scourged and crucified and laid in a 
tomb with a rock rolled across. The next time he is 
seen he is radiant and close to the Father. We vow to 
follow him and promise God that Jesus will be Lord 
of our lives and the way, truth and life for us. 

 No witnesses in cocoon, ground or tomb, yet 
all anastasis = transformed from one state to an 
entirely different state.  

 The common ingredient? The Why and The 
Essence. Years of gathering data lead to one 
conclusion: there are things that are resurrected.  

 What is the common ingredient? Faith in the 
evidence. Faith makes Easter special for us.  

 Faith in Jesus being raised from the dead into 
a new life. Faith that when we die God will do the 
same with us. Beyond that there is no reason to 
celebrate Easter.  

 Thank God Jesus is risen! So shall we! We 
being all humans who honor the Creator God, who 
respect others as they respect themselves. At least 
that is what Jesus taught. 

Dr. Dennis R. Bennett 

“The greatest act of mercy that God performs is giving the gift of faith.” 

        —R.C. Sproul 
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Sundays 10:10 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

 Scripture Searchers will be  collecting 
costumes and feedback from the Spring Family 
Festival. There will be no class on Easter Sunday.  

 On April 11 we will begin studying the book 
of James with his message on Faith and Endurance.  

 Join us in Fellowship Hall as we use a brief 
35 minutes to continue strengthening our faith 
through fellowship and Bible Study. 

 
Thursdays 10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

 The Thursday Bible Study group is 
continuing on a joyful note. St. Paul’s letter to the 
church at Philippi mentions joy and rejoicing 16 
times in only four chapters. 

  Think of it as a letter to FPC of Inverness -- 
we also need joy after this year! Come join us at 
10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall for a joy infusion. 
Bring your Bible, your mask, and be prepared to  
enjoy. And cookies always bring joy! 

 Men’s Fellowship’s Jon LaFontaine  
Scholarships are given each year to students 
interested in learning skills that will allow them to 
move directly into the employment market.  

 This year the Men’s Fellowship is giving four 
awards of $500 each. The awards are to be used to 
pay for tuition, books, and lab expenses. Instruction 
may take the form of hands-on-learning as at  
the Withlacoochee Technical College or online 
courses targeting vocational skills.  

 This is an open program, but preference will 
be given to members of our church community. If 
this program is of interest to you or someone you 
know, contact Ron Embling at 419-6486 or Eric 
Fritzeen at 419-7938. 

 The deadline for application is May 1. The 
awards will be made for the school year beginning 
August, 2021. 

Jon LaFontaine Scholorships Provide 
Continuing Education 
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Remembering Our Loved Ones 

 We thank you for your gifts of re-
membrance for Beth DeFazio, Earle “Chuck” 
Kircoaf, and Will Stanton. 

Remembering a loved one 
with a Memorial Gift is a 
permanent tribute. You may 
acknowledge them and their 
lives by bringing or mailing 
your gift to the church office. 
You may also place it in the 
offering plate. 

Please indicate clearly that your donation is a 
Memorial Gift, the name of the individual who is 
being remembered, and the name of the individual 
who is the donor. These gifts are recorded in the 
church Memorial Book located in the stand beneath 
the Tree of Life in the Narthex. 

Memorials 
Susan Simpkins 

 

 What does bereavement mean? Bereavement 
is a period of mourning or a state of intense grief, 
following the death of a loved one. 

Our committee of dedicated members gather 
to provide a safe and comforting place for family and 
friends to gather for fellowship following the memo-
rial service in the sanctuary. We provide this service 
of drinks, coffee, tea, lemonade, and water. And light 
refreshments such as cookies, fruit, cheese, cakes, or 
brownies for the family. 

This is a gratifying and comforting service to 
our grieving families; however, due to COVID-19 
restrictions, we have been unable to provide this 
service for the last 12 months. 

Bereavement Committee 
Barbara Inmon 

 The function of the Homebound committee is 
to help those individuals who are currently in  
nursing homes, care facilities or unable to attend 
church, to continue to be a part of the church family. 

 The committee sends cards, makes phone 
calls or may send baskets during the holidays to help 
these members stay connected with our church and 
let them know their church family is thinking about 
them and praying for them. We currently have  
16 individuals on our list. 

 If you would be willing to write cards or 
make phone calls, or would like to help with this 
 mission of our church, please contact Connie 
Reynolds or the church office. 

 Since it’s very difficult to learn of those 
members who may be homebound, we need your  
assistance. If you know of someone who is unable to 
attend church, please contact Connie Reynolds 
(careynolds315@gmail.com) or the church office so 
the committee can contact them. 

 

 

Remember the Homebound 
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The hospital committee is one way that the 
Deacons have been able to continue serving the 
 congregation throughout the whole pandemic. The 
committee originally visited hospitalized church 
members both to let them know their church family 
was thinking and praying for them and also to give 
those without family nearby a cheery visit. This  
ministry was discontinued when the hospital was 
closed to all visitors back in late March 2020.   

At that time, it was decided to continue the 
“visits” by way of telephone calls. Numbers of  
people in the hospital were down because of 
postponed elective procedures and shortened stays. 
However, the committee continued to contact our 
hospitalized church members and was able to reach 
many by cell phone or their room phone. 

Currently we are continuing with “phone  
visits” both to protect the patient and the caller. 
Hopefully, as restrictions ease and more and more 
people are immunized, we will be resuming the  
“in-person” visits. 

 We have a fantastic committee of willing 
callers, but we welcome others who want to join in.  
If you have any questions, please call Bonnie 
Buesching at 352-513-5463. 

 

The Prayer Committee of the Board of 
Deacons meets every Tuesday morning at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall. Bruce Cook is the presiding 
Prayer Warrior. 

A group of 10-15 individuals meet every 
Tuesday to pray for those who are sick, hospitalized, 
homebound, or are in need. Praises are expressed for 
those who have recently felt God’s blessings. Prayer 
Gathering runs about 30-40 minutes in length. All 
are welcomed. Please join us! 

 

 

 Revenues for the month of February were 
$57,685.80 and expenses were $21,760.28. That  
resulted in a surplus of $35,925.52 for the month and 
a year-to-date surplus of $35,187.88. 

 Please keep in mind, that while we are still  
operating on a reduced level, we still have expenses 
to pay -- salaries, utilities, insurance, maintenance  
contracts, etc., so we appreciate your keeping up 
your tithes and offerings.  

 Every church has apportioned a share of the 
presbytery, the synod, and the General Assembly for 
ecclesiastical purposes. This year’s apportionment is 
based on church membership for 2019. The amount 
varies with the needs of the presbytery, synod, and 
General Assembly, and is a regular expense payable 
by this church at the spring meeting of presbytery.  

 The amount to be paid this year per  
communicant member is $32.23 per person. We 
would appreciate it if you could round this off to $35 
per person to help cover for those who cannot afford 
this. 

 Please indicate in the memo section of your 
check that it’s for per capita. Thank you for your 
contribution! 

 If you need a copy of your 2020 contribution 
statement for tax purposes, please request one from 
the church office (637-0770). Only those that are 
requested will be printed or emailed. 

If you are interested in making your  
contributions other than by cash or check, a good 
way to pay your pledge is to call or go to your bank 
and arrange to have it automatically withdrawn by 
bill pay. 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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(Continued from Page 5)

You can also make individual contributions at home 
via on-line banking. 

 If you have any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me at the church office. 

Dana Rodriguez, Treasurer 

 

 Our church Family has another Habitat for 
Humanity (HFH) personal connection. Chuck 
Christoffers, son of our own Terrie Christoffers, has 
realized his completion of the partnership program 
with Habitat of Citrus County.  

 Chuck’s new home was dedicated that last of 
March, HFH home #207. We congratulate Chuck 
and his mom, Terrie, that he has reached his goal of 
home ownership. And the blessing of a brand  
new washer and dryer is part of that dream! Way  
to go, Chuck! 

 

 

 As part of our Operation Christmas Child 
shoebox mission project, we collect different items 
each month in anticipation of our September 
“packing party.” Last month (March) was bouncing 
balls. We had a marvelous response -- one donation 
of 300 balls from Jimmy Inmon will assure a ball in 
most shoeboxes. Praise the Lord!  

 The month of April will be “something to 
hug.” A stuffed animal or a small doll to bring 
comfort to a hurting child somewhere in the world. 
If you find a good buy after Easter, perhaps some 
good clearance buys on bunnies, gather some up and 
bring to Heidi’s “cubby hole” near the church office 
or give to Audrey Mattox, Mission Committee, at 
church on Sundays. Something to hug is a universal 
comfort. Thank you, church family.  

 The Good Lord blessed us with a beautiful 
day for our golf scramble at Lakeside Golf & 
Country Club on Highway 41 North. As usual, there 
were some really good shots and some not to good 
that ended up in the phosphate pit.  

 Dr. Tom Hendrick had the longest put. The 
team of Tom Morgan, Chuck Gist, John Burgess, 
Phil Horne and Bob had the first place score.  
Second place was Don Stafford, Richard Fernley, 
Trip Mundy, and Tom Zurawski.  

 After much fun on the golf course. those 
who could stayed for supper on the beautiful 

screened porch of the Lakeside Grill. Twenty-five 
golfers enjoyed a great day!  

 Thanks to Greg Andreichuk for his  
continued help in organizing these outings. Look to 
the church bulletins for our next scramble. 
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Thank You  
Notes 

In Sympathy 
 

 

 The congregation would like to express its 
most heartfelt condolences to the Boyd family, on 
the passing of Marion Boyd, who entered the Life 
Eternal on February 19, 2021. 

 We also would like to express our deepest 
sympathy to the Redston family, on the death of 
friend of the church Pete Redston, who entered the 
Eternal Kingdom on February 19, 2021; and to the 
Hoover family, on the passing of friend of the 
church Norma Hoover, who entered the Life 
Triumphant on February 26, 2021. 

 Please keep these families in your prayers, as 
they mourn the loss of their loved ones. 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends of First Presbyterian Church,  

 Fred and I had a beautiful journey together of 
over 60 years and were blessed to have you as part 

of our family. His Service of Remembrance  
(via Zoom) was unusual and had a few challenges, 
but we were able to include almost 100 people in 10 
different states and in three countries (Germany,  
Ireland, and Taiwan.) I am most grateful for the 
church staff who helped pull it all together and for 
each of you who have reached out with calls, food, 
cards, and prayer, not only since his death, but in the 
many months of his declining health. 

Sincerely, 
Sandra Koonce 

 

Dear Friends of Julie, 

 Thanks for all the wonderful cards, meals, 
and support you have provided to Julie since her 
stroke. She continues to grow stronger and recover 
her speech, and we want you to know that your care, 
concern, and love have given her strength in her 
recovery. 

 For the next few months, Julie will be 
staying with her daughter Janice in Denver. Please 
feel free to write her at 4276 S. Eudora St., Cherry 
Hills, CO 80113, or text/call Janice at 303-520-
2028. 

With love and appreciation, 
Tom, Mike, Janice, and Lori Grissom 

We know the name of only one of the two disciples  
to whom the risen Jesus appeared on the  

road to Emmaus. Who was he? 

A. John,    B. Paul of Tarsus,    C. Joseph of Arimathea 

D. Cleopas.      Answer: See Luke 24:18. 
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© Memory-Improvement-Tips.com 
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Editor’s Corner 

Each month the Pres-By-Lines 
is available for viewing or 
download on our website 
www.fpcinverness.org. It also is 
available in print at the Ask Me 
Information Desk in the Narthex 
and in the lobby adjacent to the 

church office. 

 Please note, the deadline for the May 
issue is Thursday, April 15. 

 

Committee chairper-
sons and others who have 

news, comments, or sugges-
tions should place the items in 

John Engberg’s church office 
mailbox, or email them to him at 

mrbyte@earthlink.net, or to the church at 
fpcinvoffice@gmail.com. 

John Engberg 
Editor 

 
 

DEADLIN
E 

    Birthdays 
1 Maggie Hall 
2 Sam Alford 
 Guy James 
3 Bonnie Purcell 
5 Tanya Jaros 
 Sara Kelly 
 Joanie Welch 
6 Phyllis LaFontaine 
8 Rev. Jim Capps 
9 Patsy Hancock 
10  Mary Jo Nimnicht 
11 Jace O’Leary 
12 Michelle Augustine-Fretz 
25 Frank Robertson 
 Billy Joe Stoney 
27 Jeff Dixon 
29  D.J. Carella 
29 Pat Foss 
 

Youth Birthdays 
4 Rylea Anacleto 
6 Brody Stauffer 
16 Jake Campbell 
19 Jessica Jones 
30 Jackson Jones 
 

Anniversaries 
1 Gary & Vicki Oorbeck 
8 Ken & Marion Strohl 
11 Fred & Mary Ebhardt 
13 Gene & Jeanie Roberts 
20 Joe & Harriet Mirabella 
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Maundy Thursday - 1 April 
Good 
   Friday 
     2 April 

          Admin 
 Professional 
    Day 

21 April 

Easter  
  Sunday 
   4 April 

From the grave’s depths, Lord Jesus Christ, You emerged, breaking the hold of sin, 
death and hell, that those who trust in You might share in your righteousness, life 

and beloved community with God the Father and all God's children. 
 May we share the astonishing news of Your resurrection with others, 

 that they also may know Your saving grace. Amen. 


