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Mission Statement: 

“To know Jesus 
Christ personally, to 
make Him known, 

and to reflect His love 
through worship, 

education, and 
service to all.” 

 “Truly I tell 
you, anyone  
who will not  
receive the  

kingdom of God 
 like a little child  

will never  
enter it.” 

Mark 10:15 

 Lent is about becoming nicer! Hey, how 
hard is it to be nice? 

 Back in the days when an ice cream sundae 
cost a lot less, a young boy entered a coffee shop 
and sat at the table. A waitress put a glass of water 
in front of him. “How much is an ice cream  
sundae?” “Fifty cents,” replied the waitress. The 
little boy pulled his hand out of his pocket and 

studied a number of coins in it. “How much is a dish 
of plain ice cream?” he inquired. Some people were now waiting for a table, 
and the waitress was impatient. “Thirty-five cents,” she said angrily. The little 
boy again counted the coins. “I’ll have the plain ice cream.” The waitress 
brought the ice cream and walked away. The boy finished, paid the cashier, 
and departed. When the waitress came back, she swallowed hard at what she 
saw. There, placed neatly beside the empty dish, were two nickels and five 
pennies -- her tip.  

 Age is not the primary teacher for being nice. It begins at an early age, 
and I am sad to say that lately the nice acts of life seem to be coming from the 
young.  

 I once attended a gathering of elderly religious people, who were so at 
war with one another they wouldn’t speak to each other. And of course it is 
sad to say, their battleground was in a church.  

 One day a friend was driving alone to attend a writers' conference. Her 
car wasn't running right - it shimmed and shook. What's a woman alone, with 
out-of-state tags, to do? Even a grandmother who writes a devotional column 
gets nervous now and then! The day before, her tires had been rotated, but 
come to find out, the place that rotated them didn't bother to re-balance them. 
She got off the highway to look for help. She bought gas first, and asked the 
young woman in the gas station where she could have her tires checked. She 
pointed and said, “Right down the street.” At the tire shop, a nice young man  

(Continued on Page 2) 

Dr. Dennis R. Bennett 
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Sundays 10:10 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

 John 1:1-5;14 RSV In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God; 3 all 
things were made through Him, and without Him 
was not anything made that was made. 4 In Him was 
life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 14 And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have 
beheld His glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father.  

 “Jesus, The God Who Knows Your Name,” 
by Max Lucado, is the inspiration for our new video 
Bible Study. As Max Lucado reveals, because Jesus 
became human, it is now possible for us to see God 
and hear His voice. For 33 years Jesus felt every-
thing that we have ever felt: weakness, weariness, 
rejections. You believe Jesus is God, but do you also 
think of Him as a real person? Please join us. 

 The first three Sundays in March, Scripture 
Searchers will pause the Max Lucado video series to 
study the background and personalities of the  
Witnesses to the Resurrection in preparation for the 
Spring Family Festival. 

 
Thursdays 10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

The Thursday Bible study group has just 
completed their 14 sessions based on the book,  
“Revealing the Secrets of Heaven,” by Dr. David 
Jeremiah. The group will vote at their next meeting, 
March 4, on their next scripture emphasis. Perhaps  
St. Paul's Letters to the churches at Ephesus or  
Thessalonica. How would you vote?  

Come and join us and explore the scriptures 
and God's Word. Treasures await us! It's both  
exciting and calming, especially in these uncertain 
times. See you Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. in 
Fellowship Hall. Be sure to bring three things: a 
mask, your bible, and an inquiring mind. 

 

 (Continued from Page 1) 

balanced her tires and said, “No charge. Think of it 
as a late Christmas present.” 

 He wouldn't take money. And our friend, 
who treats people that way herself, went on her way 
with a much smoother ride, and a glow from the 
kindness she found in our town.” 

 The older waitress was impatient. The older 
religious people were acting like spoiled childish 

brats. At the same time the younger people were 
treating people like they would like to be treated - 
with respect. It is not hard to be nice if you start 
when you are young. And if age has overtaken your 
body, you can still be young at heart and begin to be 
nice again.  

 Maybe that is what it really means to be born 
again - being nice because you have a youthful out-
look on life. Have you been born again, are you 
young at heart? Is Lent making you and me nicer? 
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 Come join us for Dr. Bennett’s continuing 
study on meditation. 

March 3 - Basics of How to Meditate 
Time, Place, and Process, the three Levels of  
Meditation (Body, Soul, Spirit) 

March 10 - Deeper Methods of Meditation 
The Light: what is it?  
Seeing Auras with My Inner Eye 

March 17 - The Seekers Walk 
The Seven Stages (Phases) of a Seeker’s Walk 
The Seeker’s Destination 

March 24 - Putting It All Together 
Meditation as A Way of Life 
Reaching My Destination 

Wednesdays 12:00-12:45 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

 
Saturday, March 27   10:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 

· Come be a part of safely sharing 
our faith in the fresh outdoors 
with our community! 

· Meet the angels at the empty 
tomb. 

· Visit with Bible characters who 
will speak of their experience as 
witnesses to The Resurrection of 
our Savior.  

· Dress in costumes of the day and 
help us represent FPCI as a 
friendly and welcoming  
congregation.  

● Take home a handmade palm 
    cross that you can wear to Palm  

   Sunday service the next day.  

· Meet the Easter Bunny and play 
lawn games with family and 
friends. 

· Win prizes and candy filled  
plastic eggs throughout the  
activities. 

· Bring your own lawn chair  
and relax on our church lawn  
overlooking Lake Henderson. 

· Note: Safety protocols will be  
upheld, including face coverings, 
distancing, one way traffic flow, 
no food served, etc.  
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 Loving Spoonfuls is back, and we are excited 
to serve our congregation! The purpose of Loving 
Spoonfuls is to bring meals to people who have 
returned home from a hospital or a rehab stay.  

 I have a list of names of people who signed 
up last year to cook a meal and take it to them. If you 
can no longer do this, please call me. Or perhaps you 
want to sign up to serve others in a very practical 
way.  

 Please call me at (352) 419-6043 or the 
church office if you need a couple of meals or want 
to participate in this service. It is a blessing to serve 
others, and we hope you are inspired to be part of 
“Loving Spoonfuls.” 

Thank you, 
Phyllis LaFontaine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Gifts 
Remembering Our Loved Ones 

 We thank you for 
your gifts of remembrance 
for Mickey Cridland, Chuck 
Kircoaf, Betty Sperry, and 
Will Stanton. 

Remembering a loved one 
with a Memorial Gift is a 

permanent tribute. You may acknowledge them and 
their lives by bringing or mailing your gift to the 

church office. You may also place it in the offering 
plate. 

Please indicate clearly that your donation is a 
Memorial Gift, the name of the individual who is 
being remembered, and the name of the individual 
who is the donor. These gifts are recorded in the 
church Memorial Book located in the stand beneath 
the Tree of Life in the Narthex. 

Care Committee, Memorials 
Susan Simpkins 

 

 Revenues for the month of January were 
$21,687.00 and expenses were $19,286.50. That  
resulted in a surplus of $2,400.50 for the month. 

 Please keep in mind, that while we are still  
operating on a reduced level, we still have expenses 
to pay -- salaries, utilities, insurance, maintenance  
contracts, etc., so we appreciate your keeping up 
your tithes and offerings.  

 If you need a copy of your 2020 contribution 
statement for tax purposes, please request one from 
the church office (352) 637-0770). Only those that 
are requested will be printed. 

If you are interested in making your  
contributions other than by cash or check, a good 
way to pay your pledge is to call or go to your bank 
and arrange to have it automatically withdrawn by 
bill pay. You can also make individual contributions 
at home via on-line banking. 

 Transitioning to our new software program is 
coming along. We are working on all the conver-
sions needed from the old to the new system. 
(Continued on Page 5) 
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 If you have any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me at the church office. 

Dana Rodriguez, Treasurer 

 

 March 2021 marks the second anniversary of 
our Infants In Need mission. The Infants in Need 
mission was created by Deacon Sandy Olson to  
provide a head start for Infants born at Citrus 
Memorial Hospital who are in need of assistance. 
The obstetric nurses at CMH determine who needs 
this assistance based on the mother’s preparedness to 
meet the infant’s needs upon release from the  
hospital. This mission has revealed a true need in our 
community for the service we provide to mothers of 
newborns at Citrus Memorial Hospital. These  
mothers do not have the means to provide for the 
basic needs for their babies. 

 Your donations have helped provide a total 
of 86 gift bags from March 2019 to February 15, 
2021. Our total for the 10 months between March 
and December 2019 was 33 gift bags. With the  
shutdown for COVID, we were unable to deliver any 
gift bags between March 1 to August 27, 2020, but 
our total for the year was 31, nonetheless. Our total 
for January, 2021 to February 15, 2021 is 22, of 
which 17 were delivered in January. The head nurse 
described the January gift bags as being for the 
“quarantine babies.” 

 Thank you to all who have donated to make 
all of those 86 gift bags give a better start for 86 new 
lives because of your concern, love, commitment, 
involvement, and generosity. You can continue to  
provide for this mission with much-needed  
donations of checks made payable to First  
Presbyterian Church and note “Infants In Need” on 
the memo line or with cash in the envelopes, 
also marking these for “Infants In Need.” 

 If you know of businesses in Inverness that 
are willing to donate, please contact Sandy Olson at 

(352) 423-4547 and let her know who she can 
contact for a donation. 

 If you would like to donate items for the gift 
bag, please leave them at the church office with your 
name or contact Sandy Olson at (352) 423-4547 if 
you have questions.  

Our gift bag contains the following items for each 
infant: newborn size only layette clothes that include 
a sleeper, mittens, pants, a onesie-size body suit, and 
socks. Additional items include receiving blankets; 
3-5oz baby bottle set; wash/shampoo and wash-
cloths; newborn diapers and wipes; Maxi-super 
sanitary pads for mom; knitted hats; knitted 
|blankets; and a duffel bag. 

 We know our congregation is very proud of 
what we have accomplished together. We are 
looking forward to your continued commitment to 
help keep this mission going. 

 

 Habitat for Humanity (HFH) of Citrus 
County is continuing an ambitious schedule of 
providing affordable housing for those willing to 
partnership with our local HFH affiliate. Five homes 
were completed and dedicated the last quarter of 
2020 despite the limiting restriction of the COVID- 
19 pandemic. 

 Several more homes are almost finished as 
we come to 2021. And a very special dedication will 
likely happen in March. Chuck Christoffers, son of 
our own Terrie Christoffers, is close to completing 
all the requirements of realizing his very own  
Habitat home. Watch the church bulletin for the  
dedication date and let's celebrate with Chuck and 
his mom, Terrie. 

 And again, we are all so grateful that our 
church family and friends have furnished each HFH 
(Continued on Page 10) 
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Thank You  
Notes 

      Birthdays 
2 Lois Thomas 
4 Bruce Cook 
6 Lori Green  
7 Linda Waldron 
9 Steve Hrycaj 
10 Sandra Doughman 
13 Alice Capps 
14 Dallas Evans 
 Ron Foley 
15 Emily Reisdorf 
16 Shirley Perregaux 
17 Beverly Black 
18 Barbara Caudill 
21 Susan Black 
 Marilyn Pruter 

23 Helen Batten 
25 John Breeze 
27 Jackie Bennett 
31 Doug Cruickshank 
 Audrey Shephard 
 

  Youth Birthdays 
10 Adyson Baker 
30 Jayden Anacleto 
 

       Anniversaries 
6 Erin & Alyson Boccia 
12 Wilson & Mildred Martin 
30 Daniel & Megan Carella 

 

 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 

 I can’t begin to thank you enough for the 
support and love you have given me after my 
husband’s death. The beautiful cards and messages 
and phone calls have been a treasure of help and 
understanding. I hold you all dearly in my heart. We 
are blessed to have our church family of caring 
individuals. Thank you again. 

Love to all, 
Carol Kircoaf 

Dear Church Family, 

 I am continuing to heal ahead of schedule! 
Thank you for your support through prayers, cards, 
and calls. 

 Thanks be to God for His grace, His 
guidance, and His never-ending love. 

In His love, 
Betty Paschall 

 

Dear First Presbyterian Church, 

 Michael and I would like to thank you for 
allowing us to have the clavinova. I enjoyed playing 
(Continued on Page 9) 
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In Sympathy 

(Continued from Page 8) 

it for church, and I am excited to have the oppor-
tunity to enjoy playing it in our home. 

 Enclosed is a donation to the church for your  
kindness. Again, thank you! 

Sincerely, 
Lesa Shelton 

 
Dear Church Family, 

 I want to thank all of you for your cards, 
calls, messages, and prayers.  The stay was inter-
rupted by COVID isolation and frequent testing, but 
the food was good, nurses nice, therapists capable, 
and the rooms clean .... 

BUT there is no place like home and having a good 
friend staying with me for awhile. I am going to be 
spoiled! 

Love, 
Sylvia McKean 

 
To The First Presbyterian Church of Inverness, 

 Thank you very much for the generous 
scholarship of $2,500. I will use it to cover living 
expenses and University fees as I pursue my 
doctorate in medical sciences. I appreciate the 
assistance that the church has awarded me. 

Sincerely, 
Kevin Senior 

 

 

 

 The congregation would like to express its 
most heartfelt condolences to the Sperry family, on 
the passing of Betty Sperry, who entered the Life 
Eternal on January 14, 2021. 

 We also would like to express our deepest 
sympathy to the Kircoaf family, on the death of 
Chuck Kircoaf, who entered the Eternal Kingdom 
on January 24, 2021; and to the Ellis family, on the 
passing of a friend of the church Myra Ellis, who 
entered the Life Triumphant on January 28, 2021. 

 Please keep these families in your prayers, 
as they mourn the loss of their loved ones. 

 

 Bruce Cook has been designated as the  
Pastor’s Prayer Warrior and Chair of the Deacon’s 
Prayer Committee. He is responsible for gathering 
prayer requests and praises for our Joys and 
Concerns list.  

 He will also be putting together a Prayer 
Warrior Team responsible for praying for our 
church on a regular basis and praying for members 
in the Prayer Parlor after Sunday services. There are 
also plans for him to teach a class on prayer in the 
near future. 

 

 Our Session recently voted to commission 
Elder Pedro Fuentes as our Cuban Connection  
Missionary. 

 Roughly 10 years ago, Pedro, a native of  
Cuba, felt the calling to help plant a church in his 
home town, Guira de Melena, which is about 1 hour 
from Havana. 

 This initial church plant, now known as  
Iglesia Methodista de Guira, is our sister church in 
Cuba, It was started with only two people, but now 
has over 30 congregants; and it is exciting to note 
that they are planting three other churches! 
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(Continued from Page 5) 

home built in Citrus County with a brand new 
washer and dryer since 2008. That was 168 W&D 
sets ago! A truly “hands-on” local mission! 

 

 

 

 As our custom, the March item for Operation 
Christmas Child shoeboxes will be any type of ball. 
Both boys and girls enjoy a ball to play with.  

 Make sure any ball will fit easily into the 
shoebox. We have found tennis balls to be the 
perfect size, but any small balls will do. We'll store 
the monthly items until our annual "packing party" 
in September when we kick-off the shoebox mission 
project.  

 A simple, filled shoebox will show the love 
of Christ to “the least of these.” P.S.: Great response 
to the Christmas cards donation. There were enough 
for 3-4 cards in each box! 

 

Many hands make light work!
 Please join us on Saturday, March 13, for our 
annual spring cleanup of the outside of our church. 
Our rain date will be March 20. The day will be 
kicked off at 8:00 a.m. with donuts and coffee. 

 Our church is constantly on display, so with 
your assistance in this endeavor, our church will 
maintain its beauty and be one we are proud of! We 
also want to have our grounds looking good  
for the Resurrection Festival to be held on Palm  
Saturday.  

 During the cleanup we will be picking up 
debris, weeding, refreshing our flower gardens, 

redoing the urns in front of the Narthex, placing 
some mulch, trimming a few bushes and trees, plus 
whatever else requires our attention. Don’t forget to 
bring your gloves, rake, shovel, trimmers, or your 
favorite piece of garden equipment.  

 Donations to help defray expenses would be 
greatly appreciated. Thank you for your support in 
helping to keep our church a beautiful place for all 
to worship.  

The Property Committee  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PNC Report 
Working Hard for Us 

The following are our Pastor Candidate statistics. 

• 82 - the number of  matched applications posted 
to our MIF and reviewed by your PNC. 

• 4 - the number applying by direct contact (Solo). 

• 9 - the number selected for interviews based upon 
qualifications, salary, and“best fit” criteria 
(sermon       quality, ministry approach, etc.). 

• 6 - the number accepting interviews. 

• 3 - the number contacted but declining interviews 
(already committed, other reasons). 

We will continue our pursuit to find the one God 
has chosen. Please keep praying. 
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Editor’s Corner 

Each month the Pres-By-Lines 
is available for viewing or 
download on our website 
www.fpcinverness.org. It also is 
available in print at the Ask Me 
Information Desk in the Narthex 
and in the lobby adjacent to the 

church office. 

 Please note, the deadline for the April 
issue is Monday, March 15. 

 

Committee chairper-
sons and others who have 

news, comments, or sugges-
tions should place the items in 

John Engberg’s church office 
mailbox, or email them to him at 

mrbyte@earthlink.net, or to the church at 
fpcinvoffice@gmail.com. 

John Engberg 
Editor 

 
 

DEADLIN
E 

Infants in Need 
Grateful Recipient  

Dear Pastor and Members of First Presbyterian, 

 First of all I’d like to say thank you very 
much for the “Welcome Newborn Boy” gift bag. I 
went into labor six weeks early on December 1, 2020 
and had my baby at Citrus Memorial. He had low 
sugars and some breathing issues and was flown out 
to Oak Hill.  

 I stayed in the hospital a few days recovering. 
It was very stressful because my baby wasn’t with 
me. One day, during my stay, a nurse walked in and 
handed me your gift bag. Needless to say it really 
brightened the day I was having. I was so grateful 
because we never had a baby shower, and I had just 
gotten laid off of my job, so financially it was tough. 
I want you to know it helped us out so much, and I 
will never forget your kind gesture to a stranger.  

 Our son was discharged 11 days later from 
NICU and is doing well, making good use of the 

outfits, blanket, hat, etc. Thank you for helping us 
when we didn’t have much due to our circumstances.  

Sincerely, 
Proud Parents 

Sarah Caselnova and Jerry Lee, 
Son: Kolson Drake Lee  

(6 pounds 1 ounce, 19 inches long)  
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