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Mission Statement: 

“To know Jesus 
Christ personally, to 
make Him known, 

and to reflect His love 
through worship, 

education, and 
service to all.” 

 “Truly I tell 
you, anyone  
who will not  
receive the  

kingdom of God 
 like a little child  

will never  
enter it.” 

Mark 10:15 

 Tradition! Tradition!, sings the Fiddler on 
the Roof. And no season holds more tradition for 
the majority of Christians than the period from Ash 
Wednesday to Easter Sunday. There are five main 
traditions within this period: Ash Wednesday 
(which is Wednesday, February 13th, this year); 
Lent (40 days until Easter, not counting Sundays); 
Palm Sunday (Jesus’ triumphant entry into  
Jerusalem); Holy Week (includes Maundy Thurs-

day’s Last Supper) and Good Friday [Crucifixion], 
ending with Easter [Resurrection]). 

 Ash Wednesday: The ashes remind us at the beginning of Lent that 
none of us has ever done a great work in the church. If the world applauds you 
for your Christian work, humility helps us to remember that it was work that 
was done by God. We just happen to be the instrument of choice at that  
particular moment. The ultimate humility of the ashes is a gentle reminder 
that we are not Gods, and therefore we do not know what is best for others. 
We leave that to be between them and their God. The final sign of humility 
associated with the ashes is the words ashes to ashes spoken at most funerals. 
They remind us that no matter what we think about how great we are, it 
doesn’t mean a thing at death. Only God controls that part of our lives. 

 Lent: Lent is the only path to Easter. It is a special time for prayer, 
meditation, and confession.  During this period many people will fast in some 
fashion or another during the forty days till Easter. Sundays are not included 
in Lenten practices. By the way Lent comes from a Middle English term 
“Lente” or “Springtime.” Hence this is a period of spiritual renewal. 

 Palm Sunday: This is a day when we remember in humility how Jesus 
made a triumphant entry into Jerusalem. The same people, who later cried 
“Crucify Him!” were standing on the sides of the road waving palm branches. 
The waved palm branches to honor royalty. They shouted Hosanna, which 
means God save us!  

(Continued on Page 2) 

Dr. Dennis R. Bennett 
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Sundays 10:10 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

 John 1:1-5;14 RSV In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God; 3 all 
things were made through Him, and without Him 
was not anything made that was made. 4 In Him was 
life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 14 And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have 
beheld His glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father.  

 “Jesus, The God Who Knows Your Name,” 
by Max Lucado, is the inspiration for our new video 
Bible Study. As Max Lucado reveals, because Jesus 
became human, it is now possible for us to see God 
and hear His voice. For 33 years Jesus felt every-
thing that we have ever felt: weakness, weariness, 
rejections. You believe Jesus is God, but do you also 
think of Him as a real person? Please join us. 

 
Thursdays 10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

The Thursday Bible Study group is meeting 
again after a long pandemic pause. What are you 
doing at 10:00 a.m. on Thursdays? Come and see. 
Our scripture emphasis is Revelation and Heaven. 
Dr. David Jeremiah’s book, “Revealing the Secrets 
of Heaven,” has been of great help in grasping the 
promises of Jesus.  

Need a positive experience after a very 
stressful 2020? Come on Thursday, bring your mask 
and your bible, and hear some good news! There are 
even some homemade cookies with your name on 
them! See you Thursday! 

(Continued from Page 1) 

 Holy Week: We remember the last week of 
Jesus on Earth. On Maundy or Whits Thursday we 
remember the last supper in the upper room and 
Jesus washing the feet of the disciples. Friday is 
remembered as God’s Friday or Good Friday when 
Jesus was crucified. We believe he was the Passover 
Lamb for the whole world. 

 Easter: This important season of tradition 

ends with celebrating the resurrection of Jesus, 
whom we declare to be the Christ.  

 In summary, we begin with humility, prac-
tice repentance and a renewal of our spiritual nature, 
experience the work and sufferings of Jesus, and end 
with a victory over death! It is a unique time, and 
yes, it is something we should do all year long. 
However, we are human, and it is good to have 
special days during the year. 
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 Many of you may not be aware that  
according to the number of members in the church, 
Presbytery recommended we lower our number of 
Deacons to 12 and have the congregation join our 
many committees.  

 We look forward to working together on our 
many projects, which include Phone Committee, 
Bereavement, Hospital Committee, Transportation, 
Helping Hands, and Congregational Care and 
Nurturing.  

 The more you help, the more you feel part of 
God’s fellowship. You have many talents, and we 
will be happy to talk to you regarding joining our 
service to God.  

 

 Our full compliment of Deacons are eagerly 
working. Pat Stafford and Ray Birstler have joined 
the ranks along with Judy Morris who is doing a 
second three year term of service.  

 All the deacons have asked God to direct 
them to the committee where they would be most 
useful. We also need people from the congregation 
to join these loyal followers of God. As weeks go by 
we will have Deacons introduce the different 
committees where you might enjoy serving. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to call Diane 
Freund at (352) 637-9058. 

Diane Freund 
Moderator of the Deacons 

 

 

 

 

 Loving Spoonfuls is back, and we are excited 
to serve our congregation! The purpose of Loving 
Spoonfuls is to bring meals to people who have 
returned home from a hospital or a rehab stay.  

 I have a list of names of people who signed 
up last year to cook a meal and take it to them. If you 
can no longer do this, please call me. Or perhaps you 
want to sign up to serve others in a very practical 
way.  

 Please call me at (352) 419-6043 or the 
church office if you need a couple of meals or want 
to participate in this service. It is a blessing to serve 
others, and we hope you are inspired to be part of 
“Loving Spoonfuls.” 

Thank you, 
Phyllis LaFontaine 

 

 

Revenues for the month of December were 
$38,270.53, and expenses were $39,220.34. This 
resulted in a negative for the month of $949.81; 
however, we were left with a surplus of $30,124.04 
for the year. 

 Please keep in mind, that while we are still  
operating on a reduced level, we still have expenses 
to pay -- salaries, utilities, insurance, maintenance  
contracts, etc., so we appreciate your keeping up 
your tithes and offerings.  

(Continued on Page 5) 
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 If you need a copy of your 2020 contribution 
statement for tax purposes, please request one from 
the church office (352) 637-0770). Only those that 
are requested will be printed. 

If you are interested in making your  
contributions other than by cash or check, a good 
way to pay your pledge is to call or go to your bank 
and arrange to have it automatically withdrawn by 
bill pay. You can also make individual contributions 
at home via on-line banking. 

In keeping up with today’s technology, we 
are in the process of converting to the new REALM 
church software. This program will take us into the 
future allowing us to do many more things such as 
on-line giving, automated payroll and cloud based 
storage, just to name a few.  

This will also save the church money as we 
will no longer need to pay for back up services and 
outsourcing of payroll. We will have information at 
a later date in our second phase rollout of REALM 
(tentatively sometime in April) regarding how you 
can use online giving. 

If you have any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me at the church office. 

Dana Rodriguez, Treasurer 

 

 Thank you, church family and friends, for 
coming through during this very challenging Christ-
mas season. Our total count for Operation Christmas 
Child was 407 filled boxes. That’s even more than 
the 2019 “normal” campaign. This has been a world-
wide pandemic, and many times the children are the 
ones to suffer the most thru family situations.  

Every filled shoebox shows the love of God 
to that particular child. Never underestimate the 
difference you can make with every shoebox. God 
uses this ministry to start churches by bringing hope 
to hurting families and to bring a smile to “the least 
of these”! 

Many children and their families are intro-
duced to Jesus by the follow-up bible school, The 
Greatest Journey, offered to every shoebox 
recipient. It is a mission and we’ve been part of it 
since 2004. That’s 17 Christmases. 

 Every year, starting in February, we begin 
collecting items for our shoebox “packing party” in 
September. This is the kick-off event for our Opera-
tion Christmas Child shoebox mission project. The 
item for February is bar soap and washcloths. If you 
find a good bargain, gather them up and bring to 
Heidi’s “cubby hole” shoebox spot near the church 
office. We’ll store the items until our kick-off dinner 
in September.  

 We think shoeboxes all year long! Any ques-
tions? Contact Audrey Mattox from the Mission 
Committee at 341-2484 or see her in church.   

 P.S.: Are you wondering what to do with 
your 2020 Christmas cards received? We put in 3-4 
cards in each shoebox. The children love the bright 
colors, the sparkles and glitter, anything colorful. So 
cut off the front of your discarded cards and bring 
them to Heidi’s box. They will be treasured by the 
children, many in dreary, scary, and seemingly hope-
less situations. What we throw away can be a source 
of  joy. 
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Thank You  
Notes 

In Sympathy 
 

 

 

 The congregation would like to express its 
most heartfelt condolences to the Heffley family, on 
the passing of Elizabeth “Libby” Heffley, who 
entered the Life Eternal on July 7, 2020; to the 
Milliken family, on the death of Barbara Milliken, 
who entered into the life Triumphant on December 
12, 2020; and to the Mattox family on the death of 
Tim Carssow, the brother-in-law of Frank and 
Audrey Mattox. 

 We also extend our deepest sympathy to the  
family of Annie May Hensley, who was called 
home to the Lord on December 30, 2020; the family 
of Beth DeFazio, who entered the Life Eternal on 
December 31, 2020; and to the family of Will 
Stanton, who entered the Eternal Kingdom on 
January 2, 2021. 

 Please keep these families in your prayers, 
as they mourn the loss of their loved ones. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to Matthew, who was present at Jesus’ baptism?  

A. John the Baptist 

B. The Spirit of God 

C. Jesus’ mother, Mary 

D. His first disciples 

Answer: See Matthew 3:13-17. 
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Editor’s Corner 

Each month the Pres-By-Lines 
is available for viewing or 
download on our website 
www.fpcinverness.org. It also is 
available in print at the Ask Me 
Information Desk in the Narthex 
and in the lobby adjacent to the 

church office. 

 Please note, the deadline for the March 
issue is Monday, February 15th. 

 

Committee chairper-
sons and others who have 

news, comments, or sugges-
tions should place the items in 

John Engberg’s church office 
mailbox, or email them to him at 

mrbyte@earthlink.net, or to the church at 
fpcinvoffice@gmail.com. 

John Engberg 
Editor 

 
 

DEADLIN
E 

Christian Symbols 

Sufficient for the day 
 John Newton (1725-1807), author of 
“Amazing Grace,” wrote: “We may easily 
manage if we will only take, each day, the 
burden appointed for it. But the load will ... 
be too heavy for us, if we carry yesterday's 
burden over again today, and then add  
tomorrow’s.” This maxim might be easy to 
dismiss unless we knew about Newton’s 
troubled life. 

 Having been pressed into naval  
service and then slavery, Newton was 
finally rescued but became a slave-ship 

captain. He faced abuse, contemplated 
murder-suicide, suffered a stroke, and was 
caught in a storm. When he cried out to 
God, the waves subsided, prompting a 
spiritual conversion for Newton, who 
became a priest and abolitionist. 

We never know how God will transform our 
sinful past into future good, but we can 
trust He will. That adds power to Newton’s 
advice, which echoes Jesus’ words: 
“Sufficient for the day is its own  
trouble” (Matthew 6:34, ESV). 

A fountain, or well, symbolizes Jesus, our living water. Jesus 
told the Samaritan woman at the well that everyone who drinks 
the water He gives will never thirst again. It “will become in 
them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life,” Jesus said 
(see John 4:14, NRSV). 
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February 14th 

Februart 15th 

 


