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Nathaniel Hawthorne, after being fired from
his job at a custom house, went home in despair. His
wife patiently listened to his sad story. Then she set
pen and ink on the table, lit the fire, put her arms
around his shoulders and said, “Now you will be
able to write your novel.” Hawthorne did and the
literary world was enriched with “The Scarlet
Letter” and many more works from this great author.
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If your year has been like Hawthorne's year was in 1849, you may have
chosen to look upon the New Year with despair. If you have had a reversal of
fortune; a death of a loved one; a debilitating illness in the family; a broken
relationship; or any other disaster this past year, remember Mrs. Hawthorne.
She reminds us what a Godly or Goodly Spirit can do in a life. Good is the
English language’s elongation of the word God.
The Holy Spirit of God does not condemn people. The Spirit of God
lifts people from despair. Here are some simple rules you might follow and see
your despair disappear.
L - love yourself because God does. (That kind of love means accept).
I - inspire one other person every week.
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New Year's Eve is a tradition developed by
our society to mark the progress of time. A person may choose to approach it
with despair or optimism. The Romans understood this and their god Janus,
after which the first month of the New Year is named, had two separate faces
looking in opposite directions. I like that image. It reminds me there are always
two ways to look at events or the way people approach a New Year. They can
be positive or negative.
Dr. Dennis R. Bennett

G - go through life with a God of Love not of Laws.
H - help one person a day.
T - take time for God and Yourself.
(Continued on Page 2)
First Presbyterian Church of Inverness is a Stephen Ministry Congregation
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(Continued from Page 1)
God is Light and when that light shines there
is no darkness. Darkness is confusion, condemnation, legalism, and rejection. Light is clarity,
acceptance, freedom, and acceptance. Light is love.
Love is God. God's people look at the future with
lightness of life and love of life, because as long as
they are in the light of God, there is no despair.

Resolve this New Year to associate with the
people of The Light. Perhaps they will illuminate the
way for your great novel or that special project you
have always wanted to complete. Resolve to be in a
church where love and laughter live and no condemnation exist. Resolve to no longer be two faced, but
to have one face that shines out on others. That will
guarantee your New Year to be a bright and shining
one. Happy New Year!

Thursdays 10:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hall
Sundays 10:10 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.
Fellowship Hall
John 1:1-5;14 RSV In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God; 3 all
things were made through Him, and without Him
was not anything made that was made. 4 In Him was
life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it. 14 And the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have
beheld His glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father.
“Jesus, The God Who Knows Your Name,”
by Max Lucado, is the inspiration for our new video
Bible Study. As Max Lucado reveals, because Jesus
became human, it is now possible for us to see God
and hear His voice. For 33 years Jesus felt everything that we have ever felt: weakness, weariness,
rejections. You believe Jesus is God, but do you also
think of Him as a real person? Please join us.

Thursdays are back! Due to the COVID-19
restrictions, the Thursday Bible study has been on an
extended break. But it’s time to resume. January 21st
is the date, so come and join the group.
Our scripture basis will be Revelation 4:1-11
as we continue our journey toward our eternal home,
“Heaven,” based on the book by Dr. David
Jeremiah. Bring your bible, your mask, and your
eagerness to come together again. We’ve missed
each other! And, we’ve missed those heavenly
cookie treats.
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The next Men’s Fellowship breakfast meeting is
Wednesday, January 6th, at 9:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.
All men of the church are invited to attend.
Please call Ron Hatton at 352 860-0534 should you
have any questions. We hope to see you there!

In the story of the Magi, what word is used to give a
sense of Jesus’ age when the wise men visited? What
does it tell us?
1.
“baby”; Jesus was still a newborn in a manger.
2.
“child”; when the wise men visited, Jesus had
grown past infancy.
3.
“youth”; Jesus was probably between 10 and 14.
4.
No word is used to suggest Jesus’ age at the time
of the wise men’s visit.
Answer: See Matthew 2:1-12

Live in the Light

Often we want to be able to see
into the future. We say, “How will next
year be for me? Where will I be five or
10 years from now?” There are no
answers to these questions. Mostly
we have just enough light to see the
next step — what we have to do in the
coming hour or the following day.
The art of living is to enjoy what
we can see and not complain about

what remains in the dark. When we
are able to take the next step with the
trust that we will have enough light for
the step that follows, we can walk
through life with joy and be surprised
at how far we go. Let's rejoice in the
little light we carry and not ask for the
great beam that would take all our
shadows away.
—Henri Nouwen, Bread for the Journey
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of a family. Since 2008 our church family and
friends have donated a brand new washer and dryer
to each Habitat home built in our county. That was
170 washers and dryers ago!
Revenues for the month of November were
$27,466.22
and
expenses
were
$23,101.64.
That resulted in a surplus
of $4,364.58 for the month
and a year-to-date surplus of $31,073.85.
Please keep in mind, that while we are still
operating a reduced level, we still have expenses to
pay -- salaries, utilities, insurance, maintenance
contracts, etc., so we appreciate your keeping up
your tithes and offerings.

If you need a copy of your 2020 contribution
statement for tax purposes, please request one from
the church office (352) 637-0770). Only those that
are requested will be printed.

If you are interested in making your
contributions other than by cash or check, a good
way to pay your pledge is to call or go to your bank
and arrange to have it automatically withdrawn by
bill pay. You can also make individual contributions
at home via on-line banking.
If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact me or a member of the Finance
Committee.
Dana Rodriguez, Treasurer

Habitat for Humanity of Citrus County
knows that a safe, sturdy home improves the health

This mission project demonstrates our
dedication to practical help for those in our
community who are willing to work towards
adequate housing. This is a gratifying, ongoing
mission. The Habitat for Humanity goal for 2021 is
20 new homes in Citrus County.
Perhaps your group or your family would like
to be part of this special mission. Any donations
should be made payable to the church and designated
HFH/W&D fund. A home is where the heart is!

None of us will forget 2020, but we do have
good news of the year with our report on the mission
project of Operation Christmas Child. Our final
count for 2020 was 407 shoeboxes. Even with a
pandemic year, we had an increase from last year’s
total of 384. That’s a testament to our church
family’s mission spirit.
Watch the February Pres-By-Line’s for the
“item of the month” for our 2021 shoeboxes. There
will be more needy children everywhere after this
very traumatic year of 2020. A filled shoebox is a
symbol of God’s love. Next Christmas will be
sensational!
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Following approval of our Ministry Information Form (MIF) by the Presbytery and Session, it
was posted to the Presbytery web site and
responses from interested candidates are being
received.

reviewing their credentials, videos of their church
services, and web sites when available. The next step
will be to establish contact with those candidates
who the PNC believes could be a “good fit” for our
church.

As there are a significant number of Pastors
responding to our MIF posting, the PNC is in the
process of evaluating those respondents by

As the evaluation process is intensive and
time consuming, we ask for your continued prayers.
They are working. Please continue. Thank you.

Christian Symbols : The Descending Dove
The descending dove is a symbol of the Holy Spirit.
“As soon as Jesus was baptized, He …. saw the Spirit
of God descending like a dove” (Matthew 3:16, NIV).
The three-rayed nimbus around the dove’s head
identifies the Spirit as a member of the Trinity. A
dove shown without the nimbus is a symbol of peace.

We all know that Florida has the best
weather for golf. Recently, we took advantage of a
beautiful day for our scramble at Citrus Hills Golf &
Country Club.

Due to the CDC guidelines, we did not gather
at a restaurant after our outing, but we did enjoy our
time together out in the fresh, cool air of a Florida
winter afternoon.

The team of Trip Mundy, Jerry Reynolds and
Don Stafford won first place. Second place was John
Burgess, Gene Businake, Brad Chappell, and Frank
Mattox. The longest putt was won by Gene Businski,
John Burgess, Brad Chappell and Frank Mattox.

Watch the February Pres-By-Line’s or
church bulletin for a February golf date. Thanks to
Greg Andreichuk for his help. We all look forward
to a blessed New Year of 2021!
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Birthdays
1

Mary Palmer

2

Judy Embling
Trevor Griffin
Anne Hayes
Mike Shelton

3

Zach Alford

Sarah Fiske
28

Susan Hendrick
Barbara Kerr
Fred Koonce

29

Russ Hackett

30

Richard Sherouse

31

A.J. Smith

Joanne Stewart
4

Linda Smith

7

Mike Downing

8

Jeanie Roberts

3

Annabelle Smith

10

Kassie Birstler

9

Emmaleigh Bennett

11

Noah O’Leary

13

Gail Hill

18

Zoey Smith-Williams

Carol Kircoaf

26

Jason Smith

Youth Birthdays

Gracie Bennett

Jen Stauffer
Stefan Stuart
14

Jock Coughlan
15

Anniversaries

Barbara Dee Cawley
Daniel Birstler
Ron Embling
Arnold Johnson

22

Murray Bennett

23

Nancy Whigham

25

Barb Inmon

26

Sandy Boyette

1

Michael & Alicia Downing

3

John & Barbara Keyte

16

Ron & Bonnie Ayotte

28

Bob & Nancy Lumley
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In Sympathy
The congregation would like to express its
most heartfelt condolences to the Fuentes family, on
the passing of Pedro’s mother, who entered the Life
Eternal on November 27, 2020; and to the Waldron
family, on the death of their sister-in-law, Melissa
Waldron, who entered into the life Triumphant on
December 1, 2020.
We also extend our deepest sympathy to the
family of Ruth Barrett, who was called home to the
Lord on December 15, 2020; and to the family of
our former Interim Pastor, John Harris, who entered
the life Eternal on December 3, 2020.
Please keep these families in your prayers,
as they mourn the loss of their loved ones.

Thank You
Notes
To our Church Family
So thankful for all the kindness, love, and
support, your telephone calls, your cards of
encouraging words and concerns shown to Trevor
and myself. God bless you all.
Thank you church, for keeping us in your
prayers. Sometimes one never knows that God is all
we need until we realized that God is all we’ve got.
Thank you and stay safe,
Nora & Trevor Campbell

Dear Friends
With so many blessings bestowed on
Habitat, it would be difficult to point one out over
the others. I must say, however, First Presbyterian
stands out in our hearts and minds. Thanks to all the
members who have lifted up so many families with
your washers and dryers and good spirit. You
continue to inspire us to do more to help those in
need. Have a safe and joyous holiday Season.
George Rusaw, CEO
Habitat for Humanity of Citrus County

CRUSADE FOR KIDS
CHRISTMAS ANGELS 2020
On behalf of Christian Education, I would
like to thank the congregation who helped 30 needy
children from Citrus County have a truly blessed
Christmas. Each child will receive a complete outfit
together with shoes, socks, underwear, and a variety
of gifts they requested.
The children will be truly blessed this
Christmas due to your generous support. Much
appreciation for your help.
I hope you had a blessed Christmas.
Jill Sumner
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Editor’s Corner

chairperE sonsCommittee
and
others
who
have
N news, comments, or suggesI
L tions should place the items in

Each month the Pres-By-Lines
is available for viewing or
download on our website
www.fpcinverness.org. It also is
available in print at the Ask Me
Information Desk in the Narthex
and in the lobby adjacent to the

D John Engberg’s church office
mailbox, or email them to him at
EAmrbyte@earthlink.net,
D fpcinvoffice@gmail.com. or to the church at

church office.

John Engberg
Editor

Please note, the deadline for the February
issue is Friday, January 15th.

Oxymorons
An oxymoron is a figure of speech containing apparently contradictory terms. Oxymorons are used to
reveal a paradox, to prove a rhetorical point, or even
just for humor. You’ve likely heard common oxymorons such as “free gift” and “jumbo shrimp.

Technology and the internet have contributed gems
such as the “humble brag” and “virtual reality.”
Here’s a selection of some of the “countless
numbers” of oxymorons in the English language some of which you may find “essentially useless.”

Act natural

Fine mess

Permanent guest

Adult children

Freezer burn

Random order

Altogether separate

Fuzzy logic

Recorded live

Amazingly awful

Genuine imitation

Running idle

Bittersweet

Half full

Short distance

Burning cold

Hardly easy

Small crowd

Clearly confused

Loud silence

Standard deviation

Completely unfinished

Mild enthusiasm

Sweet sorrow

Dark light

Modern History

True fiction

Deafening silence

Never again

Unbiased opinion

Definitely maybe

New Tradition

Vibrating ringtone

Dotted line

Numb feeling

Weirdly normal

Double solitaire

Only choice

Whole half

Exact estimate

Open secret

Wireless cable

Extremely average

Original copy

Wise fool

Farewell reception

Paid volunteer

Working vacation
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
January 18th

January 18th-25th

