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Mission Statement: 

“To know Jesus 
Christ personally, to 
make Him known, 

and to reflect His love 
through worship, 

education, and 
service to all.” 

 “Truly I tell 
you, anyone  
who will not  
receive the  

kingdom of God 
 like a little child  

will never  
enter it.” 

Mark 10:15 

Where is He who has been born 
King of the Jews? For we have 
seen His star in the East and 
have come to worship Him. 

Matthew 2:2 NKJV 
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 You better watch 
out, you better not cry, you 
better not pout, I am telling 
you why, Santa Claus is 
coming to town. You better 
watch out, you better not 
cry, you better not pout, I 
am telling you why, The 
Christ is Coming.  

 Both are asking you to be blameless and holy, 
or to put it another way, decent and idealistic in the 
way you live each day. Maybe Christ and Santa are 
more related than we think. 

 In 280 CE (AD for people my age) a young 
man named Nicholas was born to wealthy parents in 
what we today call Turkey. As he grew older, he was 
so Christlike the church appointed him to be a  
bishop. Later the Roman Emperor Diocletian  
imprisoned Nicholas for his religious convictions. 
Emperor Constantine released him for the same 
reason.   

 After his release, Nicholas begged for food 
for the poor, help women get their dowries, and 
helped get gifts to children on holidays. Christmas, 
as we know it today, was not yet developed. People 
were just beginning to think about such a special 
day. 

 Later Nicholas even donned disguises and 
secretly laid out gifts for the children. Over the  
centuries since then, the legend of St Nicholas has 
grown, but the foundation of blamelessness and  
holiness was in a real person. Whether you call him  
St. Nick or Santa Claus, he reminds us we better be 
good, we better be nice, cause guess who is coming? 

 The Old Testament is assembled around the 
coming of the Christ. The New Testament is built on 
the coming of the Christ. Our faith and the faith of 
many others are built upon the coming of the Christ. 
The problem is that God hasn’t made two small 
items about the coming of Christ very clear to  
all concerned. They are when and how will  
Christ come? 

 Is Christmas only about the coming of 
Christ? I think not. Let me explain. 

 Our declaring that the child Jesus, born in a 
manger and later resurrected from the dead after 
death by crucifixion, is the Christ is not a completely 
validated fact. Only when the Christ returns, on The 
Day of the Lord, will it be validated. 

 Since the Day of the Lord has not yet taken 
place, we celebrate each Christmas with the  Second 
Coming hanging in the background. That approach 
puts us in the same boat as many other faiths,  
especially our Jewish cousins. They, too, are await-
ing the coming of the Christ on the Day of the Lord.  

 On the Day of the Lord, I cannot imagine the 
people of God arguing over whether it is the first or 
second time Christ has come. Nor will the Christ 
care how they perceive it. I believe everyone  
concerned will just be overjoyed to be there and be 
recognized by Christ. 

 That is why I believe, St. Nicholas had the 
real understanding about the true meaning of  
Christmas. Christmas isn’t a time to debate and  
concern ourselves about the when and how of 
Christ’s coming. Rather it is a time to work at being 
ready for the Christ to come.  It is a time to be nice to 
one another. It is a time to be holy and serve  
humanity. It is a time to be Christlike. But like the 
Christ found in both Testaments.  

 Join your friends and family of the First  
Presbyterian Church of Inverness as we celebrate the 
birth of Christ Jesus at our candlelight services on 
Christmas Eve.    

Dr. Dennis R. Bennett 
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Bible Study 

Scripture Searchers 
Sundays 10:10 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

 John 1:1-5;14 RSV In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God; 3 all 
things were made through Him, and without Him 
was not anything made that was made. 4 In Him was 
life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 14 And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have 
beheld His glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father.  

 Jesus, The God Who Knows Your Name, by 
Max Lucado, is the inspiration for our new video 
Bible Study, beginning December 6. As Max Lucado 
reveals, because Jesus became human, it is now 
possible for us to see God and hear His voice. For 33 

years Jesus felt everything that we have ever felt: 
weakness, weariness, rejections. You believe Jesus is 
God, but do you also think of Him as a real person?  
Join us on December 6 for lesson 1: God With Us. 

 

Heavenly Thursdays 
Thursdays 10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

 Come experience a little bit of Heaven at our 
Thursday Bible Study. We will be studying worship 
in Heaven and the New Heaven and New Earth in 
Revelation. 

 It sounds “heavy,” but it’s actually an 
exhilarating study. It’s an encouraging way to end 
this very stressful year. We all need a positive note 
to end the year. 

 We will meet on December 3, December 10, 
and then break until January 14. Same time, same 
place. Don’t miss this glimpse of Heaven!  

 This year during the four Sundays of Advent, 
the Session has authorized the collection of the 
Christmas Joy Offering, which is one of four special 
offerings received by the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
throughout the year.  

 The Christmas Joy Offering is used by the 
denomination to supplement the income of the  
retired pastors in need, and also to support church-
related schools and colleges which educate people of 
color.  

 If you would like to contribute to the 
Christmas Joy Offering this year, simply write a 
check to our church and put “Christmas Joy 
Offering” on the memo line. Thank you for your 
generosity. 

 

“We are only fully alive when we’re  

helping others.” 

    —Rick Warren 

Christmas Joy Offering 
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October Financial Picture 
 Both our pledged income and other 

contributions were under budget in 
October. Our pledged 
income for October was 
under budget by $3,655, 

and our unbudgeted and loose change were under  
budget by $3,008.  

 However, since our expenses were $14,431 
under budget, we ended the month with a gain of 
$2,912.07 and a year-to-date surplus of $26,709.12. 

 November 15 was Stewardship Sunday. We 
received only 53 pledge cards totaling $147,000. The 
proposed budget for 2021 is currently well over that 
amount at $350,000. If you haven’t submitted a 
pledge card, we would appreciate your doing so as 
soon as possible.  

 Please keep in mind, that while we are  
operating a reduced level, we still have expenses to 
pay -- salaries, utilities, insurance, maintenance  
contracts, etc., so we appreciate your keeping up 
your tithes and offerings.  

 

On-Line Giving 
If you are interested in making your  

contributions other than by cash or check, a good 
way to pay your pledge is to call or go to your bank 
and arrange to have it automatically withdrawn by 
bill pay. You can also make individual contributions 
at home via on-line banking. 

If you have any questions, please don’t  
hesitate to contact me or a member of the Budget,  
Finance, and Stewardship Committee. 

Betty Jones, Treasurer 

 

 Have you ever been to a Habitat for 
Humanity of Citrus County home dedication? There 
is a very special one coming up soon. Chuck 
Christoffers, son of our own Terrie Christoffers, has 
completed his 500 “sweat equity” hours in his 
partnership with Habitat. His home should be 
completed on Fitzpatrick Avenue in Inverness within 
the next few months.  

 Watch the church bulletins for the dedication 
date. Come and see what Chuck has accomplished as 
we tour his new home. And note the brand new 
washer and dryer in the laundry room.  

 

 

 

 Despite a weird pandemic year, our Opera-
tion Christmas Child (OCC) mission project was  
better than ever! That’s a testament to the mission 
spirit of our church family. Total boxes filled were 
over 400, an increase from the 2019 total of 387. 

 Samaritan’s Purse Ministries distributes these 
shoeboxes in over 130 countries. Many boys and 
girls who receive these shoebox gifts also enroll in 
The Greatest Journey, the 12 lesson follow-up 
discipleship program (similar to a Vacation Bible 
Study). They learn what it is to follow Christ and 
share Him with others. Many churches have been 
founded through these simple shoeboxes. 

 Our church family has participated in this 
mission since 2004. Let’s not underestimate the long
-reaching evangelical effect of your simple shoebox! 
Beginning next February, we’ll begin collecting 
monthly items for our 2021 project. Watch the 
bulletins and Pres-By-Lines for more information. 

 And don’t forget to bring your discarded 
Christmas cards to Heidi’s cubby hole near the 
church office. The  children love those colorful cards 
in their dreary world. Think OCC shoeboxes!  
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 Do you realize how blessed we are at First 
Presbyterian Church? The year 2020 has challenged 
not only our church but our nation. The COVID tried 
to close our doors, but we have a great team of  
experts who see to it that each Sunday we can come 
and worship our Lord and Savior. We also have  
several individuals who see to it that we have life 
in our church as normal as possible. Yes, we  
are blessed!   

 On Sunday October 25, we had our first ever 
Drive Thru Trunk or Treat.  We followed CDC 
protocol by wearing face masks, as well as wearing 
gloves when passing out the candy. We had 14 cars 
decorated, and 50 cars that drove through our Trunk 
or Treat area. There were two or more children in 
each car, so we estimate that we served at least 115 
children. We also passed out 30 First Time Visitor 
bags.  

 There were no bounce houses, hot dogs, or 
games - just a drive thru, and the parents were very 
appreciative that their children were able to do some-
thing safe. The children were able to get dressed up 
in their costumes and had smiles on their faces as we 
gave out the candy and the parents said “Thank 
You.” We even had a drive thru dog dressed up as a 
unicorn, how cute is that? Yes, we are blessed! 

 I would like to thank all that participated in 
stuffing the candy bags - Paul and Sandra Parker;  
Jessica and Jackson Jones; Betty Jones; Linda 

Thompkins; Ron and Nancy Foley; Frank and 
Audrey Mattox; Joy Wilson; Nancy Stein and Dana  
Rodriquez; Adele Wardrop; Laura Zurawski; Lori 
Green; and Phyllis Andrews. 

 I’d also like to thank the car trunks decorators 
and helpers – Linda Thompkins; Adele Wardrop and 
daughter Kathy Thomas; Joy Wilson and George 
Scalzi; Mary Beth and Sally Smith; Tom and Laura 
Zurawski; Ron Embling; Donna Dublo; Dallas Evans 
and sons Calvin and Jake; Debbie Viers; John, Janet, 
Jessica, Jackson, and Julia Jones; Zoey Williams; 
Bruce Cook; Frank and Audrey Mattox; Gary  
Oorbeck; Jeanna Denomme; and Phyllis Andrews. 
And let’s not forget the congregation for all your 
support and candy. Yes, we are blessed! 

Linda Waldron 
Chair, Outreach Committee 

 We have heard from the Presbytery that the 
submission of our Ministry Information Form (a form 
that sets forth the qualities and requirements that we 
are seeking in a pastor) was approved by the Com-
mission on Ministry. This form was also approved by 
our Session.  

 Our next step is a virtual meeting with the 
Presbytery. During that time we will review the  
final requirements in the recruiting process, We will 
then be able to begin our search.  
 Your continued prayers are being answered as 
we move forward. 

Trunk or Treat 

2020 
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End of Year Update
 The donations from the Deacon’s Hospital 
Committee for Infants In Need program at Citrus 
Memorial Hospital has been affected by the 
COVID-19 quarantine. 

 We were essentially closed down in March. 
The planned Panera’s Fundraising Event had to be 
cancelled. At that time, Citrus Memorial Hospital 
had only two for girls and two bags for boys to 
distribute; and they were  
unable to accept any further 
donations at that time. 

 The very good news is 
that the program resumed in 
August and is going along 
well. The total number of bags 
we have delivered this year to 
Citrus Memorial Hospital 
from January through mid-
November are 23 bags – 13 
bags for girls and 10 bags for 
boys. And, we have received, 
via Facebook, our first “thank you” note from a 
mother who received a bag for her newborn baby. 
You can read this heart-warming note in the “Thank 
You Notes” on page 13 of this issue of the 
Pres-By-Lines. 

 Our gift bags contains the following items for 
each newborn infant: layette clothes (newborn size 
only) - includes a sleeper, mittens, pants, body suit 

(onesie), and socks. Each bag also includes the 
following items: receiving blankets, 3-5 oz. baby 
bottle set, wash/shampoo, washcloths, diapers 
(newborn size only), wipes, maxi sanitary pads for 
mom, duffel bag, knitted hats, and knitted blankets. 

 We have had wonderful support from the 
congregation with donations of knitted hats, 
blankets, and booties; and Linda Cridland at 

Cridland Real Estate 
has generously donat-
ed many infant dia-
pers. Thank you all so 
very much. 

 If you would 
like to donate new 
unused items for the 
gift bag, please leave 
them at the church of-
fice with your name, 
or contact Sandy  
Olson at (352) 423-

4547 if you have questions.  

 If you know of any business in Inverness that 
would like to donate, please contact Sandy Olson at 
(352) 423-4547 and let her know who she can con-
tact for a donation.  

 Thank you all for your continued 
commitment, support, and prayers of thanksgiving.  

“Our confidence in Christ does not make us lazy, negligent or careless, but on 

the contrary it awakens us, urges us on and makes us active in living righteous 

lives and doing good. There is no self-confidence to compare with this.” 

        —Ulrich Zwingli 
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Men’s Fellowship 
Trash and Treasure and 

Bake Sale 

 Men’s Fellowship is going to disappoint 
many of you this year because we’re going to cancel 
our Annual Trash and Treasure and Bake Sale. We 
have concluded that it would be almost impossible to 
conduct a sale, given the COVID restrictions 
imposed on us. 

 Consequently, for those of you who have a 
burning desire or need to donate something, we 
would suggest contacting Habitat for Humanity, The 
Salvation Army, the Path of Citrus County, or other 
charitable institutions here in our area. 

 

Scholarships 

 Three years ago the Men's Fellowship started 
a scholarship program in honor of the late Jon 
LaFontaine, our former Chairman. The Jon 
LaFontaine scholarship program is for men and 
women interested in learning skills that will allow 
them to move directly into the current employment 
market. The assistance takes the form of a grant to 
pay toward tuition, books, supplies and lab expenses.  

 We are proud to announce that we recently 
 awarded $500 scholarships to the following  
Withlacoohee Technical College students: Sharon 
Bilby and C. Madison  Pope, in the nursing program; 
and Dylan Yeszel and Bobby Rutherford who are 
working toward certification in the welding trades. 

 We would like to thank all of you that have 
supported the Men's Fellowship fundraising projects 
and those of you that have contributed directly to the 
LaFontaine Scholarship Program. 

Ron Embling 
Scholarship Program 

From Left to Right: Bobby Rutherford, Dylan 
Teszel, Brian Naugle (Guidance Counselor), 

C. Madison Pope, and Sharon Bilby 

The Salvation Army Needs You 
Bell ringers are needed. If you are interested in bell ringing for the  
Salvation Army, but haven’t signed up yet, you can still do so. If you’re 
at church on Sunday, the signup board is in the Narthex. If you visit 
church during the week, the signup board in the area adjacent to the 
office. Alternatively, you can call the office and arrange for a time slot. 
Bell ringing started on November 27, so you need to sign up soon. 
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  Birthdays 
1 Megan Carella 
3 JoAnne Peckl 
 Joy Wilson 
4 Ashlyn Gibb 
 Robert Fleetwood 
11 Gary Allen 
 Caryl Birstler 
 Tom Hendrick 
13 Ray Cawley 
14 Doris Gick  
 Sandra Parker 
15 Nora Campbell 
 Rev. Mike Fonfara 
16 Paul Alford 
 Dave Herbst 
 Kathy Caperell 
 Betty Paschall 
21 Robert Ramsey 
22 Wilma Abel 
 Ray Birstler 
 
 
 

 
 

23  Jean McIntosh 
 Delores Wilson 
25 Jesus of Nazareth 
26  Ashley Bause 

Wilson Martin 
27  Scott Augustine  
 Dana Rodriguez 
29 Marilyn Bonner 
 Sandra Koonce 
31 Donald Black  

 
 Anniversaries 
10 Richard & Penny Skiles 
13 Bob & Linda Waldron 
17 Lance & Carolyn Smith 
18 Paul & Amy Alford 
21 Trevor & Nora Campbell 
 Frank & Audrey Mattox 
28 Paul & Shirley Perregaux 
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Thank You  
Notes 

 

 

 The congregation would like to express its 
most heartfelt condolences to the family of Hilda 
Vasseliou, who passed into the Life Eternal in May 
of this year. 

 We also extend our deepest sympathy to the 
Cawley family, on the passing of Roy Cawley, who 
entered the Life Triumphant on Saturday,  
November 14, 2020. 

 Please keep these families in your prayers, 
as they mourn the loss of their loved ones. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 It was with great humility that I learned that 
an area in Fellowship Hall has been created and 
named Gail’s Friendship Corner. Truly, to God be 
the glory! When I moved to Inverness in the fall of 
1999, you as a church family embraced me with 
Christian love, and that continued for twenty  
amazing years. What a journey! Thank you all for 
acknowledging my love for Christ and for all of you 
in this way. 

 Please know I will always treasure the  
rich friendships forged in Christian love that I have 
with many of you. I encourage each of you to  
unfalteringly cling to the love, hope, faith, peace, 
and joy we are all promised through our faith  
in Christ Jesus. 

Hugs to all of you, 
Gail Hill 

 

Dear Friends, 

 On behalf of all of us here at CUB, we 
would like to thank you for your donation. Your 
kindness and generosity is greatly appreciated. Your 
continued support enables us to help those in need. 

Sincerely, 
Kelly Selph 

Executive Director, 
Citrus United Basket 

 

Dear Friends, 

 Thank you so much for your continued 
support of Citrus County Blessings and our 
programs. Your generosity makes a difference in the 
lives of the children we serve each week. We could 
not continue our mission without you! 

With Gratitude, 
Christina Reed 

Executive Director,  
Citrus County Blessings 

 

Good Morning!  

 I recently delivered a baby at Citrus 
Memorial Hospital and received one of your gift 
bags. I just wanted to thank you for the time that 
was taken to put into such a sweet gift.  

 The beautiful blankets, the diapers, personal 
care items for mom, as well as all the other goodies 
were great! What a wonderful ministry to show 
God’s love!! Thank you again! The gift was truly 
appreciated. 

Jen Perko 
Momma of 6 

In Sympathy 
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© Memory-Improvement-Tips.com 

“Each of us is an innkeeper who decides if there is room for Jesus.” 
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Editor’s Corner 

Each month the Pres-By-Lines 
is available for viewing or 
download on our website 
www.fpcinverness.org. It also is 
available in print at the Ask Me 
Information Desk in the Narthex 
and in the lobby adjacent to the 

church office. 

 Please note, the deadline for the January 
issue is Tuesday, December 15. 

 

Committee chairper-
sons and others who have 

news, comments, or sugges-
tions should place the items in 

John Engberg’s church office 
mailbox, or email them to him at 

mrbyte@earthlink.net, or to the church at 
fpcinvoffice@gmail.com. 

John Engberg 
Editor 

 
 

DEADLIN
E 

Safety Team Training 
 The members of our Safety Team participated 
in an excellent training session  on Saturday,  
November 7, learning CPR, defibrillator, and basic 
first aid as one of the many steps we have in place for 
the welfare of our church. It was an intense, informa-
tive and fun morning, and we are committed to have 
continuing training next year.  

 Many thanks to our instructor, Sharon 
Seymour, and to all those who helped make this 
training so successful. The efforts of the following 
members of our Safety Team are a blessing to our 
church: Tammy Barfels, Terrie Christoffers, Bruce 
Cook, Carol Kircoaf, Gary Oorbeck, Vicki Oorbeck, 
Gary Simpkins, Danny Sullivan, Kenn Thornton 
(Chair), and Debbie Viers! 

Instructor gives 
Gary Oorbeck 
some pointers. 

Gary Simpkins watches 
Carol Kircoaf using the  
defibrillator simulator. 

Terrie Christoffers 
practices CPR. 

Gary Oorbeck  
assists as Carol 
Kircoaf practices 
CPR. 
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December 6th December 13th 

December 20th 

Christmas Day 

First Day  
of Winter 

December 21st 


