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Mission Study Report 


WHO WE ARE 

MISSION 
Our Mission is “to know Jesus Christ personally, to make him known, and to reflect His love 
through worship, education, and service to all.”


PURPOSE STATEMENT 
We are a congregation united in faith that honors and loves Jesus Christ, loves one another, 
and extends Christ’s love throughout our community and beyond. We exist to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ, and to welcome all who worship with us.


FULL OF FAITH 
We are a faithful congregation “and we know that in all things God works for the good of those 
who love him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28).


INTRODUCTION 
The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) of the First Presbyterian Church Inverness (FPCI) was 
approved by the congregation on July 19, 2020. It was established in accordance with the 
guidelines set forth in the Book of Order for the purpose of preparing a Call for a new pastor. 
The Call was made necessary due to a new Call for our Pastor, Ron Pfeifer in February 2020. 
He served our church faithfully for five years. Pastor Dennis R. Bennett was elected as an 
Interim Pastor in July 2020. The PNC was selected to prepare this statement due to the current 
health concern in the United States. The PNC has assembled the following information:


• The history and health of the FPCI congregation

• The demographics of the current congregation and surrounding areas

• A listing of current ministries in the church

• Programs, missions, and financial status of the church

• Survey of the congregation (both members and non-members)


The PNC incorporated these data into this report to provide a basis for completing the Ministry 
Information Form (MIF) and to conduct our search for a new pastor. It is our hope that this story 
of the life of FPCI will also provide important information to guide our staff, elders, deacons, 
and other lay leaders as they carry forth our mission. The Mission Study Report will be shared 
with the public so that it can be read by our family of faith, as well as those who are curious to 
know more about our church and our mission.


The PNC researched and utilized various information sources to prepare this report. They 
include:

• Membership and Financial reports

• Demographic data for the county in which the church is located

• A two-week congregational survey conducted by mail with a greater than 20% response

• Input regarding specific ministries and programs of the church


The Mission Study Report was approved by the Session and  highlights the history and health 
of FPCI. It is a current snapshot and a hope for the future of FPCI.


The PNC thanks the Elders, Deacons, staff, and church family for their valuable assistance and 
input throughout this project.
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OUR COMMUNITY 

LOCATION: 
Inverness, in Citrus County, is located in the northwest area of Florida known as “the Nature 
Coast”. Its resources include beautiful lakes, a variety of wildlife, and great fishing 
opportunities. The western border of the county is located on the Gulf of Mexico, equally 
accessible from Tampa to our south, Gainesville to our north, and Orlando to our southeast.

The following website links provide a description of these areas.


Tampa 		 	  https://wikitravel.org/end/tampa  

Gainesville	 	 www.cityofgainesville.org

Orlando	 	 wikitravel.org/end/orlando 

Citrus County 		 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citrus_County,_Florida      


CHURCH HISTORY/CENTENNIAL
A detailed history of our church can be viewed on the FPCI website ( https://
www.fpcinverness.org)


WORSHIP 
FPCI has two traditional services, at 9 and 11am. The 9am service has been a family oriented 
service with the children being dismissed to Sunday School following “Children’s Time”.

A combined service takes place on the fifth Sunday of the month at 10am.


Communion is served the first Sunday of each month, Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, and 
Maundy Thursday.


Fellowship Hall, a multipurpose area (kitchen accessible) is presently closed due to the Covid 
19 pandemic. It is used however, for social events, church functions, and meetings. Coffee, 
tea, juice and cookies  are served between church services.


MUSIC MINISTRY 
Our Music Ministry is meant to serve our church in helping our leaders, congregation, and 
individuals serve God with the gifts He has given us in music.


We have a  twenty-eight (28) person volunteer choir, special ensembles, and soloists that 
perform at different times. We also hold fundraising events and participate in community choir 
concerts. Our music is varied (traditional, contemporary, and gospel), and selected in 
accordance with the pastor’s themes for each service. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRIES 
Our Christian Education (CE) program involving the Sunday School (SS) is currently on hold 
due to the Covid-19 Pandemic.


As part of our Mission Statement “to know Jesus Christ and to make him known”, we offer the 
children in kindergarten through second (2nd) grade Bible stories and crafts that coincide with 
the Pastor’s sermon and is organized by our Sunday School Superintendent. Grades three (3) 
through five (5) learn through a program called “Digin-Digging into The Life of Jesus”. The 
middle and high school students meet together and are led by our current Youth Group leader. 
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There is one (1) adult Sunday School class which meets at 10am.	 	 	 	 	 	 

The CE wing houses five (5) classrooms, one (1) office that is being used by Stephen Ministry, 
and one (1) room that is set up as a theatre. Two (2) classrooms were recently combined into 
one (1) large room designated for the youth group. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

There is potential for the approximate1700 plus square feet in the CE wing that would benefit 
the church and the community to help fulfill our Mission Statement. There is space to further 
provide Bible studies and large group programs that would attract our community to learn 
about Jesus Christ.


The Christian Education committee presents Bibles to third (3rd) graders, recognizes 
graduating seniors and Sunday School teachers. Nursery service is available during Sunday 
worship.  


SMALL GROUPS 
Within any church small groups are a necessary part of promoting and continuing Christian 
Education.  At FPCI we have several groups that meet regularly. A pastor-led Bible Study on 
Tuesdays, and an open discussion Bible Study on Thursdays. Each continues to grow in 
number. A dedicated Prayer group meets every Tuesday morning which includes a time of 
Devotion followed by Prayers and Concerns brought before the group.


CRUSADE FOR KIDS 
Our church is involved with several partnerships in our community. In late summer we begin 
collecting school supplies for the Inverness Primary school and provide the teachers with a 
“Welcome Back” luncheon prior to the opening of school. 


Beginning in November we participate in the “Angel Tree” program through the Citrus County 
Family Resource Center. We have been able to provide nearly sixty (60) children with Christmas 
gifts and needed clothing.


We have several scholarships available for graduating senior members or relatives who are 
attending college.


YOUTH GROUP 
Middle and high school age youth meet on Sunday afternoons for Bible study and fellowship. 
Our youth participate in numerous outreach programs and Mission trips. They organize and 
collect the “Souper Bowl of Caring” can goods for our local Citrus United Basket (CUB).  With 
the Covid-19 pandemic the youth group has been on hold.  
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