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PREPARATION AND PRAISE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                                        (Nancy Andersen)  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)  
Pastor: Lord You give each one a gift of the Spirit. 
People: So we may show unity and honor to Your church! 
Pastor: Together we are the body of Christ. 
People: Join us in spirit with all those who praise Your Name. 
Pastor: The Lord takes delight in a woman who fears the Lord. 
People: She is to be praised His people; 
Pastor: Let us rejoice in the love and faith that we learned from the women of the church. 
People: Let us sing the songs of praise they taught us! 
 
*HYMN #442            The Church’s One Foundation (Verses 1,2,5 only) 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 
 Lord of Light and God of Truth, You sent Your Son to lead us into the fullness of 
life. Yet we confess that, too often, we choose to go our own way in this world, seeking to 
please ourselves rather than opening our hearts to others or to You. Help us to see our 
lives clearly, to repent of our sins sincerely, to love others selflessly, and to serve You 
truly, in all we do and say, for the sake of Christ our Redeemer. Amen. (followed by a 
time of silent confession) 
 
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (responsively) 
Pastor: Friends, the good news of the gospel is that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us. Believe the good news: in Jesus, God’s grace has redeemed us and claimed us as His own 
forevermore! 
People: Hallelujah! Praise God! 
 
*GLORIA PATRI - Page 579 in the Hymnal 
 

IN WITNESS OF THE WORD 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOLLOWED BY THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
*HYMN       They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love (We Are One in the Spirit)  
 
OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING                                                    Judges 4:1-7 
 
ANTHEM                                        (Nancy Andersen) 

Order of Worship                         20th Sunday after Pentecost                         October 18, 2020 



NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING                                  1 Corinthians 12:27-31 
 
SERMON                     “Thank God for Women Elders and Leaders”        Dr. Dennis Bennett 
 

IN RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 
*BEARING WITNESS TO OUR FAITH (in unison)                             The Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 
Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into 
hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
For now we will acknowledge our offerings that we will put in the plate as we leave this 
place! 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                      “The Blessing (Amen)” 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                                       (Rick Dahlinger) 
 
*Indicates to please stand if you are able. 
 

THE END OF OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP -  
THE BEGINNING OF OUR WORSHIP AS SERVICE. 

 
Next Sunday, October 25, 2020 

Reformation Sunday 
“Reformation = Change is Good” 
Jeremiah 31:31-34, Matthew 6:33 

Dr. Dennis Bennett will be preaching 



 
 
 
 

 
Sunday Morning Bible Study 

Scripture Searchers are studying the Sermon on the Mount, “A Beginners Guide to the 
Kingdom of Heaven.” With a focus on understanding and unity within the Christian 
community, professor and author Amy-Jill Levine’s series provides an insightful lesson each 
week with a 10-12 minute video, which is followed by 20 minutes of discussion led by Jeanie 
Roberts in Fellowship Hall between worship services. Please join us. 

 
 

Heavenly Thursdays 
Did you know the word HEAVEN is mentioned over 500 times in the Bible? Come, join the 
Thursday Bible study group at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall as we discover that 
HEAVEN is a prominent theme in scripture. Aren't you curious? Just bring your Bible, your 
face mask, and an inquiring mind. We'll learn together. The facilitators are Frank and Audrey 
Mattox. Phone 341-2484 for more information or just come. Cookies are always included. 

 
 

Bringing Warmth to the Homeless 
Our church has helped to supply blankets to Citrus County Family Resource Center. They are 
now operating from their new location at 3660 Highway 200 in Hernando. They are in need of 
blankets, which are given to homeless people. We have supported this call, helping for a 
number of years, and will continue to do so. They accept gently used blankets and new ones. 
Double bed size is best. New blankets can be found at big box stores as well as Dollar Stores.  
Bring blankets to the church, and we will be sure to bring them to the Resource Center. 
Towels are also appreciated. Thank you for your generosity. — Judy Foss 

 Welcome 
Especially to those who may be worshiping with us for the first time. 
We pray that you experience Christ’s presence in our midst, and that it will sustain you in 
the week ahead. We hope you will consider making First Presbyterian Church your 
church home in Inverness. 
The Nursery is temporarily closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
In an effort to reduce the risk and impact of the COVID-19 virus, First Presbyterian 
Church is practicing social distancing and wearing masks in Christian love. 

Silence Your Cell Phone 
As a courtesy to others, please silence your cell phone during all worship services. 



Trunk or Treat 
It’s that time of year again for our annual Trunk or Treat. In keeping with the COVID safety 
guidelines, we will be doing a different version with people driving up to receive their candy. 
There will be no other activities. The event is planned for Sunday, October 25, from 4:00 to 
6:00 p.m. Please call the church office if you would like to participate by opening up your 
decorated trunk, so we know how many to plan for. Also, we will be accepting candy or cash 
donations through October 21. (All candy must be wrapped and no chocolate). We will be 
stuffing the candy in the bags on Thursday, October 22, at noon. If you would like to help, 
please call the church office. For more information, call Linda Waldron at (352) 697-2112. 

 
A Shoebox Report 

Our Operation Christmas Child mission project for 2020 is well underway. We collected 2/3 of 
all the shoeboxes, so far. Christmas is coming - pandemic or not! The shoeboxes are available 
in the narthex for those who haven’t gotten theirs yet. The last day to bring in your filled 
shoeboxes is Sunday, November 22 (the Sunday before Thanksgiving.) Instructions and boy/
girl labels are enclosed in each of the empty boxes. Don’t miss the blessing of being part of 
bringing the love and hope of Christ to needy children all over the World. The main purpose 
of the shoebox is to introduce each child and their family to Jesus. It’s a mission. Need more 
information? Phone Audrey Mattox at 341-2484 for anything OCC. 

Operation Christmas Angel 
For many years our church has helped needy children, from Citrus County Family 
Resource Center, have a memorable Christmas by providing them with clothes and gifts. 
This year it will be slightly different due to COVID-19 and social distancing. Those who like 
to shop for a child may do so. Each child usually receives jeans/pants, long-sleeve T-shirt, 
warm jacket, underwear, socks, shoes, toys, books, games, and usually a special gift. This is 
only a guide to what these children need, and it is up to the individual what they buy. A 
detailed list is available for each child with what they need. 
 
If, however, you are unable to shop but would like to help, so no child goes without this 
Christmas, please make a donation to First Presbyterian Church marked Christmas Angel. 
Either place your donation in the collection available each Sunday or send your check 
directly to the church. The money will be used to shop for these children.  
 
Citrus County has many hurting families more, especially this year due to the virus and 
loss of income, so please, we need your help so no child goes without this Christmas. 
Please contact Jill Sumner at (352) 613-5725 if you want to shop for a child. 



 
 

#203 
Saturday, October 31, is the date for the dedication of Habitat for Humanity home #203. The 
Mattuiz family has finished their partnership with HFH, and their home located at 3145 
Kennedy Street in Inverness is completed. What an accomplishment for the Mattuiz family. 
The dedication will be outside their new home with face masks required. The time is 9:00 a.m. 
Come and see what our local Habitat affiliate is all about. It’s a hometown mission! Our 
church family and friends furnish each new home with a washer and dryer, so we are part of 
each family’s blessing. 

 

Future Session Meetings - Attention All Elders! 
Per Bill Buesching, Clerk of Session, future Session Meetings are listed as follows: 
 
October 20, 2020 - Called Session Meeting at 5:15 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
November 17, 2020 - Stated Session Meeting at 5:15 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
December 15, 2020 - Stated Session Meeting at 5:15 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

 
Health Elf Update 

The most frequently asked question is “Why is the kitchen not open?” I’m going to exchange 
my Elf Hat for my Serve Safe Chef Hat. 
 
Not only are we still facing a COVID situation, but also the arrival of flu season, allergies, the 
resurgence of Whooping Cough, the return of snowbirds, and the upcoming tourist season. 
This past week showed an increase in virus cases in Citrus County that will probably continue 
to increase as the seasonal population increases. In addition, we have no idea how a cooler 
weather system will affect continued outbreaks. 
 
To date, there is no evidence that the virus is transmitted with food. What has been proven is 
the collateral damage associated with serving meals at fellowship gatherings. 
 
Example: Several weeks ago, the Notre Dame football team shared a pregame meal � the result 
was 18 players testing positive. Their next meal will be served in the coliseum to allow for 
proper distancing. COVID is an airborne virus, and the best prevention still remains wearing 
face-covering and distancing. 
 
I, of all people, would like to see the kitchen reopen. It’s been my "office” for the past three 
years. It will happen, but the timing is not now! 
 
The fantastic news is our church is only one of three in our Presbytery which has opened & 
REMAINED open!!! Kudos to all for your support.  
                                          — Kenn Thornton, Chair, Safety Committee  



  
A Special  

 
 
 
 

To Those Serving Today 
 

To Our Health Elf 
Kenn Thornton 

 
 

Ushers 
9:00 a.m. 

Barbara Inmon 
Robert Ramsey 

Gary & Susan Simpkins 
Stefan Stuart 

 
11:00 a.m. 

Ron & Judy Embling 
Lori Greene 

Russ & Barb Hackett 
Bob Lumley 

 
 

Ask Me Information Desk 
9:00 a.m. 

Betsy Moody 
 
 

Thank you everyone. 
 
 

Attendance Last Sunday: 119 
 
 

Operating Revenues & Expenses for 2020 
                        September              YTD 
  Revenues $   22,630 $296,065 
  Expenses $   34,830 $269,932 
  Difference -$   12,200 +$  26,133 

  
This Week at FPC 

 
Sunday, October 18 
  9:00 & 11:00 am Traditional Worship 
10:00 am Scripture Searchers - Fellowship 
     Hall 
12:20 pm Worship Com. - Conference Rm.  
 
Monday, October 19 
*6:00 pm Cub Scouts - Youth House 
 
Tuesday, October 20 
10:00 am Prayer Gathering - Fellowship 
     Hall 
  5:15 pm Session Meeting - Fellowship  
     Hall 
 
Wednesday, October 21 
  9:00 am Staff Meeting 
 
Thursday, October 22 
10:00 am Bible Study - Fellowship Hall 
12:00 pm Stuffing Candy in Bags for 
     Trunk or Treat - Fellowship Hall 
 
Friday, October 23 
 
Saturday, October 24 
 
Sunday, October 25 
Reformation Sunday 
  9:00 & 11:00 am Traditional Worship 
10:00 am Scripture Searchers - Fellowship 
     Hall 
  4:00-6:00 pm Trunk or Treat 
 
*Outside Groups 



Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Board of Deacons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Corporate Officers 
 

Jill Sumner, President Bob Morris, Vice President 
Bob Purcell, Secretary Cathy Larson - Accountant 

 
Church Staff 

 

Rev. Dr. Dennis R. Bennett, Interim Pastor 
 Karen Medrano, Director of Music Ministries Steve Gardner, 9:30 A.M. Music Leader 
 Rick Dahlinger, Organist Danny Birstler, Sound Booth Coordinator 
 Karen Dallas, Office Administrator Cathy Canfield, Receptionist/Secretary 

           Dana Rodriguez, Receptionist/Secretary                                      Vicki Oorbeck, Child Care Attendant 
             Keitha Stoney, Wedding Coordinator                                           Danny Sullivan, Facility Manager               
      Gary Oorbeck, Grounds/Maintenance/Security 

Pastor Emeritus - Craig S. Davies 
 

Church Office Hours 
 

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday - Thursday 
8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Friday 

 
Worship - Study Schedule 

 

Traditional Sunday Morning Worship                                                                            9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
Presbyterian Women’s Circles (September - May)                                                                   To Be Determined 
Bible Study                                                                                                                                        As Scheduled 

Class of 2020 Class of 2021 Class of 2022 
Sandra Koonce Gail Fiske Bill Buesching 

Bob Morris Pedro Fuentes Linda Cridland 
Jill Sumner Frank Robertson John Engberg 
Bob Suplee Carolyn Smith Barbara Kerr 

 Debbie Viers Paul Parker 
 Linda Waldron Bob Purcell 

Class of 2020 Class of 2021 Class of 2022 
Bruce Cook Bonnie Buesching Ron Embling 
Ron Hatton Barbara Inmon Diane Freund 
Judy Morris Phyllis LaFontaine Jeanie Roberts 

Sandra Olson Georgia Cook Linda Tompkins 
Keitha Stoney Connie Reynolds Tom Zurawski 


