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Christ personally, to 
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Mission Statement: 

“To know Jesus Christ 
personally, to make 
Him known, and to 

reflect His love through  
worship, education, and 

service to all.” 

 “Truly I tell 
you, anyone  
who will not  
receive the  

kingdom of God like a 
little child  
will never  
enter it.” 

 

Mark 10:15 (Continued on Page 2) 

 Recently, especially in the world of politics, 
there has been a lot of “bellyaching” from every  
corner of society. Politicians gripe. Clergy protest. 
Ordinary citizens whine. Boy, nothing changes! 

 Approximately 3200 years ago, the people of 
Israel, just one month after crossing the Red Sea, 
cried out to the Lord. Since the famous crossing they 
had made stops at Marah, three days from the Red 
Sea, and Elim. Marah means a place of bitterness. 

Elim had twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees. But now they were 
in the Wilderness of Sin in the heart of the Sinai peninsula where their true 
character was revealed. 

 These are the same people that cried out to the Lord in Egypt and were 
delivered out by God. Since that deliverance they had seen the miracle at the 
Red Sea, tasted the bitterness of life at Marah, and the goodness of life at 
Elim. Now in the middle of their travels, they find themselves in the 
Wilderness of Sin where their old habits were revived and true character was 
revealed.  

 They were really a bellyaching people who had not yet learned to trust 
the Lord. Instead of being faithful and trusting toward God, they chose to 
complain. Their present anxieties distorted the memory of the recent past. 
They were willing to cut off their own noses to spite their own faces. 

 What about Moses and Aaron? Because they were the chosen leaders, 
the people grumbled against them. They complained to the leaders when 
things didn’t suit them. The leaders appointed by God took the issue directly 
to God.  

 What about God? God revealed true patience and love. God did not 
respond with anger to their impertinent complaining. Instead, God gave them 
a blessing for the next forty years. God rained Manna from heaven to sustain 
their needs. 

 What about the Manna? God blessed the complaining people, and they 
responded “man hu (Hebrew).” “What is it?” The appointed teacher and 

Dr. Dennis R. Bennett 



Page 2     

Bellyaching 
(Continued from Page 1) 
leader of the people explained it was bread given by 
Yahweh for them to eat. Manna or “What is it” is 
usually a simple yet divine gift from God to a 
complaining people, who live with short memories 
of bitter times. 

 What about the theology of this story? It 
affirms that God hears the Bellyaching or complaints 
of the people of God. It is twice asserted that we 
shall know that it is Yahweh who rescued us and is 
the key character in our present situation. In the 
Wilderness of Sin we can see and know that God is  
powerfully and decisively present in our lives.  

 What is the point of this story? Manna, or 
whatever it is that comes from heaven, is a blessing 
from a loving God to a bellyaching people. The  
people could be a family, a church, a community, a  

nation, or a world that has cried out to the Lord to 
deliver them from their misery. 

 It might be a person, who has been oppressed 
and in bondage (today we call it being a victim). A 
teacher or helper is sent by God to help. Divine  
miracles quietly happen. The person begins to 
undergo change. Along the way they experience 
some bitterness and many blessings, but soon 
discover themselves in the Wilderness of Sin, and the 
bellyaching begins.  

 God is not angered. God says instead of 
bellyaching, enjoy the blessings He sends from 
heaven. The person naturally cries out, "What is it? 
'man hu' "Manna!"  

 We all know what it is. It is whatever we 
need to sustain us in our faith. It is time to quit our 
bellyaching and enjoy our Manna from heaven. 
Count your blessings, not your curses. 

 Some things are beyond planning. And life 
doesn't always turn out as planned. You don't plan for 
a broken heart. You don't plan for a failed business 
venture. You don't plan for an adulterous husband or 
a wife who wants you out of her life. You don't plan 
for an autistic child. You don't plan for spinsterhood. 
You don't plan for a lump in your breast.  

 You plan to be young forever. You plan to 
climb the corporate ladder. You plan to be rich and 
powerful. You plan to be acclaimed and successful. 
You plan to conquer the universe. You plan to fall in 
love - and be loved forever. 

 You don't plan to be sad. You don't plan to be 
hurt. You don't plan to be broke. You don't plan to be 
betrayed. You don't plan to be alone in this world. 
You plan to be happy. You don't plan to be shattered. 
Sometimes if you work hard enough, you can get 
what you want. 

 But most times, what you want and what you 
get are two different things. We, mortals, plan. But so 

does God in the heavens. Sometimes, it is difficult to 
understand God's plans especially when His plans are 
not in consonance with ours. 

 Often, when God sends us crisis, we turn to 
Him in anger. True, we cannot choose the cross that 
God wishes us to carry, but we can carry that cross 
with courage knowing that God will never abandon 
us nor send something we cannot cope with. 

 Sometimes, God breaks our spirit to save our 
soul. Sometimes, He breaks our heart to make us 
whole. Sometimes, God allows pain so we can be 
stronger. Sometimes, God sends us failure so we can 
be humble. Sometimes, God allows illness so we can 
take better care of ourselves. Sometimes, God takes 
everything away from us so we can learn the value of 
everything He gave us. 

 Make plans, but understand that we live by 
God's grace. 

   Author Unknown 
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Sunday School 

Sundays 10:10 a.m.—10:45 a.m. 

Scripture Searchers 
 Scripture Searchers will study How Happi-
ness Happens by Max Lucado for the next few 
weeks. The New Testament contains more than fifty 
“one another” statements that we can investigate by 
sharing a video and class discussion led by Jeanie 
Roberts on each of the following Sundays: 

· Oct 25: Accept one another (Romans 15:7) 

· Nov. 1: Bear with one another  (Ephesians 4:2) 

· Nov. 8: Serve one another (Galatians 5:13) 

· Nov. 15: Forgive one another (Ephesians 4:32) 

· Nov. 29: Carry one another’s burdens  (Galatians 
6:2) 

· Dec. 6: Love one another (1 John 3:11) 

 Consider joining us between the 9:00 a.m. 
and 11:00 a.m. worship services. Come when you 
can; leave when you must. 

 

Small Groups 

Heavenly Thursdays 
 The Thursday Bible Study group continues 
its scripture study of heaven. There are over 500  
biblical verses concerning heaven, so there’s a lot to 
consider.  
 Aren’t you curious? Join the group on  
Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall with your Bible, your faced mask, and an  
inquiring mind. An extra bonus is homemade,  
heavenly cookies!  

 Facilitators are Frank and Audrey Mattox. 
Any questions? Phone them at 341-2484 or just 
come. 

Bible Quiz 
Though daughters weren’t allowed to inherit property, some young women 
whose father had died appealed to the community’s leaders to change the law in 
their favor — and it was done! Who were these women? 

A. Mary and Martha 
B. The daughters of Zelophehad 
C. Nympha, Sapphira, Claudia, Tabitha, and Lydia 
D. Joanna, Susanna, and Salome 

Answer: See Numbers 27:1-11. 
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Memorial Gifts 
Remembering Our Loved Ones 

 We thank you for your 
gift of remembrance for  
Mickey Cridland. 

 Remembering a loved 
one with a Memorial Gift is a 
permanent tribute. You may 

acknowledge them and their lives by bringing or 
mailing your gift to the church office. You may also 
place it in the offering plate. 

Please indicate clearly that your donation is a 
Memorial Gift, the name of the individual who is 
being remembered, and the name of the individual 
who is the donor. These gifts are recorded in the 
church Memorial Book located in the stand beneath 
the Tree of Life in the Narthex. 

Care Committee, Memorials 
Susan Simpkins 

 

 In January 2020, the Deacons launched a 
project called Lovin’ Spoonfuls. It was introduced 
by Phyllis LaFontaine to share meals with members 
of our church family who were experiencing  
a temporary need for help with meals for any reason. 

 Over a thousand meals have since been  
distributed. We have found those who might need a 
little help by using our homebound list, concerns of 
the congregation, and word-of-mouth. 

 God will continue to help us throughout the 
living of these days. Meanwhile, in addition to 
prepared meals, a list of actions that you might use to 
help others include: 

· Sharing meals from groceries and restaurants; 

· Picking up grocery items for those who cannot 

get out; 

· Praying, asking God to show you how to help, 
will bless you and others; 

· Making short phone calls, sending cards and 
notes, will bring sunshine to anyone’s day. 

Betty Paschall, 
Lovin’ Spoonfuls Coordinator 

352-726-3810 - Messages Checked Daily 

 

 

 

 

September Financial Picture 
Both our pledged income and other  

contributions were under budget in  
September. Pledged income was down a 

little over $10,000, and other 
contributions were down a 
little over $5,200. 

 Even though our expenses were under budget 
by $12,211, we ended the month under budget by 
$12,200.86. Even so, we thankfully still have a 
year-to-date surplus of $26,133,12. 

 Please keep in mind, that even though we are 
operating a reduced level, we still have expenses to 
pay -- salaries, utilities, insurance, maintenance  
contracts, etc., so we appreciate your keeping up 
your tithes and offerings.  

 

On-Line Giving 
If you are interested in making yourcontribu-

tions other than by cash or check, a good way to pay 
your pledge is to call or go to your bank and arrange 
to have it automatically withdrawn by bill pay. 
You can also make individual contributions at home  
via on-line banking 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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Christian Symbols: The Willow 
The billowing branches of the “weeping willow” 
symbolize mourning, especially of the Israelites as 
they endured captivity. The willow, which grows 
well in marshy areas, is associated in the Bible 
with fruitful, well-watered land (see Ezekiel 17:5). 
In descriptions of Old Testament festivals of 
praise, God’s people were told “to take branches 
from luxuriant trees — from palms, willows, and 
other leafy trees — and rejoice before the LORD 
Your God for seven days” (Leviticus 23:40, NIV). 

If you have any questions, please don’t  
hesitate to contact me or a member of the Budget,  
Finance, and Stewardship Committee. 

Betty Jones, Treasurer 

 

 Our church family has  
another personal connection  
with Habitat for Humanity of Citrus 
County. Chuck Christoffers, son of 
our own Terrie Christoffers, is  
completing his partnerships with 

Habitat to complete his own home on Fitzpatrick  
Avenue in Inverness.  

 His home will be number 207 for our Habitat 
for Humanity affiliate. Watch the church bulletins for 
the dedication date in the Spring. We’ll complete this 
awesome accomplishment with the Christoffers  

family, bringing it “close to home.” Thank you, 
church family and friends, for your continued 
support of the Habitat mission. 

 

 

 

 Our Operation Christmas Child (OCC) 
shoebox mission project continues in November. The 
last date to bring in your filled shoebox is 
Sunday, November 22. Our boxes will then be trans-
ported to the Atlanta Processing Center before being 
distributed to 130 countries all over the globe.  

 In this year of the pandemic, our mission pro-
ject is needed more than ever. Can you imagine the 
pure joy of a needy child somewhere in the world 
when he/she receives their very own shoebox of prac-
tical and fun items? Plus, news of the greatest gift of 
all -- the gift of Jesus’ love.  

 Shoeboxes are first and foremost a mission 
project. Your filled shoebox says to that child “You 
are special and you are loved by God.” Don’t miss 
the opportunity to make that connection. Need more 
information? Phone Audrey Mattox, the OCC lady, at 
341-2484.,  

(Continued from Page 4) 
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“You cannot antagonize and influence at the same time.” 

       —John Knox 
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    In Sympathy 
 The congregation would like to extend its 
most heartfelt condolences to the Grimnes family on 
the passing of Doris “DeeDee” Grimnes who  
entered the Life Eternal on October 2, 2020.  

 Please keep Dee Dee’s family in your 
prayers, as they mourn the loss of their loved one. 

 

 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 

  Thanks for brightening my day with 
your kind and generous spirit. We feel so loved! 
Thank you so much for the donations of gift cards 
and school supplies! You are so generous. We will 
now be able to help many students! 

Love, 
Becky Smith 

IPS Counselor 

Dear Church Family, 

 I want to thank everyone for the many cards, 
phone calls, and emails following my heart 
operation at Citrus Memorial hospital. I especially 
would like to thank Kenn Thornton for the many 
meals she provided for John and me during this 
time. Words cannot express our deep appreciation. 
How blessed we are to be a part of this 
congregation. 

In Love and Gratitude, 
Karen Dallas 

 A Safety Committee was recently formed to 
take on the responsibility of ensuring a healthy and 
safe environment at church. The committee, chaired 
by Kenn Thornton, includes the following members: 
Bill Buesching, Ben Harris, Bob Morris, Bob 
Purcell, and Danny Sullivan. 

 Moving quickly at their first meeting, the 
group approved the continuance of the current 
COVID guidance; the purchase of a new 
defibrillator unit; and first tier training in CPR, 
defibrillator use, and basic first aid for 10 of our 
congregants. 

It’s Time to Tee Off 
 This has been a hard year for all of us. We need a time to draw closer 
to God and each other without so many distractions. For the golfers, how 
about a day of fun and fellowship at Citrus Hills Golf and Country Club on 
Saturday, November 21, at 2:00 p.m.? Cost is $15. All are welcome to play 
with your own team or be assigned to a team.  

 After golfing, those who are able will meet with their spouses or 
friends at the Olive Garden for supper. It’s important that we maintain ties 
with the church family and friends. Any questions, or to sign up, contract 
Greg Andreichuk at 860-0426 or Frank Mattox at 341-2484. A day outside 
in the sunshine is good for the soul! 



Page 10     

Operation Christmas Angel 
 For many years our church 
has helped needy children, from 
Citrus County Family Resource 
Center, have a memorable 
Christmas by providing them with 
clothes and gifts. This year it will 
be slightly different due to the 
COVID-19 and social distancing.  

 For those who like to shop 
for a child, here are some suggestions: each child 
usually receives jeans/pants, long sleeve T-shirt, 
warm jacket, underwear and socks, shoes, toys, 
books, games, and usually a special gift. This is only 
a guideline to what these children need, and it is up 
to the individual what they buy. A detailed list is 
available for each child with what they need. 

 If, however, you are unable to shop but would 
like to help, so no child goes without this  
Christmas, please make a donation to First 
Presbyterian Church marked Christmas Angel, either 
place your donation in the baskets available on 
Sunday or send your check directly to the church. 
The money will be used to shop for these children. 

 Citrus County has many hurting families 
more especially this year due to the virus and loss of 
income, so please we need your help so no  
child goes without this Christmas. 

 Please contact Jill Sumner if you want to shop 
for a child at (352) 613-5725. 

 The most frequently asked question is “Why 
is the kitchen not open?” I’m going to exchange my 
Elf Hat for my Serve Safe Chef Hat. 

 Not only are we still facing a COVID 
situation, but also the arrival of flu season, 
allergies, resurgence of whooping cough, return of 
snowbirds, and the upcoming tourist season. We 
have had an increase in the number of virus cases in 
Citrus County that will probably continue as the 
seasonal population increases. In addition, we have 
no idea how a cooler weather system will affect 
continued outbreaks. 

 To date, there is no evidence that the virus is 
transmitted with food. What has been proven is the 
collateral damage associated with serving meals at 
fellowship gatherings. For example, several weeks 

ago, the Notre Dame football team shared a 
pregame meal. The result was 18 players testing 
positive. Their next meal will be served in the  
coliseum to allow for proper distancing. COVID is 
an airborne virus, and the best prevention still 
remains wearing face-covering and distancing. 

 Of all people, I would like to see the kitchen 
reopen. It’s been my “office” for the past three 
years. It will happen, but the timing is not now! But 
the time will come. We’ll know when the Safety 
Committee tells us.  

The fantastic news is our church is only one of 
three in our Presbytery which has opened and 
remained open! Kudos to all for your support. 

Kenn Thornton, Chair, Safety Committee  
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Editor’s Corner 

Each month the Pres-By-Lines 
is available for viewing or 
download on our website 
www.fpcinverness.org. It also is 
available in print at the Ask Me 
Information Desk in the Narthex 
and in the lobby adjacent to the 

church office. 

 Please note, the deadline for the December 
issue is Monday, November 16. 

 

Committee chairper-
sons and others who have 

news, comments, or sugges-
tions should place the items in 

John Engberg’s church office 
mailbox, or email them to him at 

mrbyte@earthlink.net, or to the church at 
fpcinvoffice@gmail.com. 

John Engberg 
Editor 

 
 

DEADLIN
E 
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