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Mission Statement: 
“To know Jesus 

Christ personally, to 
make Him known, 
and to reflect His 
love through wor-

ship, education, and 
service to all.” 
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Mission Statement: 

“To know Jesus Christ 
personally, to make 
Him known, and to 

reflect His love through  
worship, education, and 

service to all.” 

 “Truly I tell 
you, anyone  
who will not  
receive the  

kingdom of God like a 
little child  
will never  
enter it.” 

 

Mark 10:15 (Continued on Page 2) 

Perfect Prayers 
 Sunday October 4, 2020 is Worldwide  
Communion, when the Body of Christ, a world wide 
organization, prays together. To help you appreciate 
that we are all members of one large body let  
me share something truly ecumenical. As I preached 
in September, it can be used by all, and  
to my knowledge all of the Christian traditions 
agrees with it. What is it? Two perfect forms of 
prayer. Yes, perfect! 

 The first form is when we talk to God. The other is when we listen. It 
is vital to know these forms because so many needless words of prayer are 
wasted into the void of space. Plus if we are able to contact the greatest force 
in and beyond creation, we want that contact to be perfect. 

 When we speak to God either aloud or in our minds, clarity of thought 
is important. A formula taught in most seminaries and Bible schools is 
ACTSI. Write it on your knuckles so you won't forget. Following it makes 
anyone's prayers eloquent.  

A - Adoration of God (report to God the things you find pleasing about God) 

C - Confession to God (let God know you know you are not perfect) 

T - Thanksgiving for what God has done (acknowledge God's works in your 
life, no matter how few you may realize) 

S - Supplication (show humility to God, if necessary beg) 

I - Intercession (prayers for others are the strongest form of prayer) 

 Notice: this formula is not a wish list or "I want" list. When the Holy 
Spirit dwells in us, God is already in us, with answers for any of our personal 
needs, not wants. Also, God is not a heavenly ATM machine with unlimited 
balances. God is our Father, who will take care of us better than we ever 
could ask for, so why shut God out? 

**Use ACTSI every time you pray. It will give new meaning to your  
prayer life. 

Dr. Dennis R. Bennett 
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Perfect Prayers 
(Continued from Page 1) 
 The second form of prayer is the most  
perfect. If two beings are in a dialogue to solve a 
problem, who should talk the most? For instances, if 
I am in the same room with Albert Einstein and need 
to know something about time and the theory of 
 relativity, who should talk the most? The one with 
the most to say with the most intelligence. In this 
case Einstein would talk, I would listen. We both 
would know communication took place only after I 
not only heard what he said, but acted upon it in 
some way. 

 If I have a need in my life and I take it to God 
in prayer, who should do the talking? God or me? 
Unfortunately, I sometimes do all the talking and 
wonder why God never answered my prayer. 
Perhaps I never took time to listen to God's  
responses to my prayers.  

 The most perfect form of prayer is when God 
talks and we listen. We hear God speak, and we act 
upon what is said. This is the ideal form of true  
communication via prayer. Of course it is quite  
difficult if you can't recognize God's voice.  

 These are two forms of prayer to make us 
better children of God. First the sending  
prayer formula: ACTSI (adoration, confession, 
thanksgiving, supplication, intercession) which  
provides us a proven path to follow when we speak 
to God. The second formula is for connecting up 
with a living God, who even today is still involved in 
people's lives. All forms of prayer assumes God is 
alive and not just a memory. 

 In our prayers we need to be organized if we 
are speaking, but to really communicate with God, 
we need only to shut up and listen. I try to practice 
both forms of prayer. Won't you try it or join me? 

 For many years our 
church has helped needy 
children, from Citrus County 
Family Resource Center, have 
a memorable Christmas by 
providing them with clothes 
and gifts. This year it will be 
slightly different due to  
the COVID-19 and social  
distancing.  

 For those who like to shop for a child, here 
are some suggestions: each child usually receives 
jeans/pants, long sleeve T-shirt, warm jacket, under-
wear and socks, shoes, toys, books, games, and 
usually a special gift. This is only a guideline to what 
these children need, and it is up to the individual 

what they buy. A detailed list is available for each 
child with what they need. 

 If, however, you are unable to shop but would 
like to help, so no child goes without this  
Christmas, please make a donation to First 
Presbyterian Church marked Christmas Angel, either 
place your donation in the baskets available on 
Sunday or send your check directly to the church. 
The money will be used to shop for these children. 

 Citrus County has many hurting families 
more especially this year due to the virus and loss of 
income, so please we need your help so no  
child goes without this Christmas. 

 Please contact Jill Sumner if you want to shop 
for a child at (352) 613-5725. 

Operation Christmas Angel 
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Sunday School 

Sundays 10:10 a.m.—10:45 a.m. 

Scripture Searchers 
 Scripture Searchers are meeting in Fellow-
ship Hall while following CDC protocols for safety. 

 The Sermon on the Mount contains some of 
Jesus' most profound and most memorable teachings. 
What might these teachings have meant to His 
disciples, and to the others who first heard them? 

 How do they enhance our reading of the rest 
of the Gospel of Matthew, and how do they speak 
across the centuries to listeners today?  

 How, if we pay careful attention to His 
words, does Jesus provide us a roadmap to living as 
God would have us live.  

 Consider joining us between the 9:00 a.m. 
and 11:00 a.m. worship services. Lessons in 

October will begin with 10 minute videos, while 
leaving us lots of time for discussion. Come when 
you can; leave when you must. 

 

Small Groups 

Special Thursday 
 The Thursday Bible Study has resumed after 
a summer break. The group is now meeting at 10:00 
a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Come join us -- all you 
need is your Bible, a smile, a face mask, and 
an inquiring mind.  

 This group is very informal, and all questions 
are welcomed. We’re learning together with no 
experts expected. Need more information? Phone 
Frank or Audrey Mattox, 341-2484, the facilitators 
and cookie makers. 

From the Deacon’s Desk 

 Our Deacons are collecting 
greeting cards that we can send  
to members and friends of our 
congregation. 

 If you have cards that you do not 
expect to use, we would appreciate 
receiving them. You can drop them off 
at the Ask Me Information Desk in the 
Narthex or at the office. You have our 
thanks in advance. 
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(Continued on Page 5) 

 
 

August Financial Picture 
Our receipts of pledged income for July 

were $24,486, over budget by a  
little more than $1,700, however,  

unbudgeted and loose change 
receipts were down 
about $1,200. In the 
expense column, we 
were under budget by 

about $5,900. Thus we ended the month with a loss 
of $855.68, but a year-to-date surplus of $38,333.98. 

 Even though we are still operating at a 
constrained level of activity, we still have to pay 
salaries, utilities, insurances, maintenance contracts 
etc. so we appreciate your keeping up your tithes and 
contributions. Thanks to all who have kept up their 
pledges. 

Scholarships 
 We have recently paid out two $2,000 
scholarship from the Drinkwater Scholarship fund 
for Trevor Griffin and Amanda Ellis. 

On-Line Giving 

If you are interested in making your 
contributions other than by cash or check, a good 
way to pay your pledge is to call or go to your bank 
and arrange to have it automatically withdrawn by 
bill pay. You can also make individual contributions 
at home via on-line banking.  

Another way, which will save you some tax 
money in the end, is to have your IRA required 
minimum distribution sent directly to the church. 
That’s a good idea. 

 If you have any questions, please don’t  
hesitate to contact me or a member of the Budget, 
Finance, and Stewardship Committee. 

Betty Jones, Treasurer 

 Our local Habitat for Humanity of Citrus 
County is currently working on their goal of 20 more 
homes in 2020. An ambitious goal during the year of 
the pandemic. Home number 200 was dedicated this 
past summer so the mission continues.  

 A simple, safe, and sturdy home is such a 
blessing to a struggling family. And the fact that 
each family must complete the Habitat program and 
work for their home makes it truly their own. 

 It is not a handout. The families have a down 
payment and a mortgage but a manageable monthly 
payment. 

  Our church family and friends are part of 
each new home with the donation of a Whirlpool 
washer and dryer. This mission project of our church 
has been ongoing since 2008, and that was 163 
washer and dryer sets ago.  

 Even with the pandemic and no fundraiser 
events being possible, the donations have kept up 
with the need. If you and/or your family can 
contribute toward a few wash loads, all donations 
should be payable to the church and designated 
HFH/W&D Fund (account #8545). Thank you, 
church family and friends, for your continued 
support of Citrus County families. 

 

 

 

 The shoebox mission project for 2020 has 
begun. Our annual packing party yielded 140 boxes 
to start the Operation Christmas Child (OCC)
shoebox mission. For those who were unable to  
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attend the event on September 16, look for the shoe-
box display in the church Narthex. 

 There still is time to add to the number of 
boxes we packed. Red and green boxes with 
instructions are available for you to take home and 
fill. The last collection date is Sunday, November 22 
(the Sunday right before Thanksgiving - plenty of 
time to fill a few). 

 Bring your filled boxes to church any time 
between now and November 22. Christmas is 
coming - even with the pandemic! And, in this most 
stressful year, it is more critical than ever that we 
demonstrate the love of Jesus to children around the 
world. Boxes are given to children in 130 
countries, and these children will know that God 
loves them when they hug their very own special 
shoebox.  

 Don’t miss the blessing of being part of this 
mission opportunity. Any shoebox questions? Phone 
Audrey Mattox, Mission Committee, 341-2484, for 
all things OCC. 

OCC Elf  Visits FPC 

(Continued from Page 4) 

 Our own Pedro Fuentes, an Elder on our 
Session, is eagerly awaiting the opportunity to 
return to Cuba for our mission to this communist 
country. The airlines have not yet resumed 
flights to Cuba, but Pedro will be among the 
first to purchase a ticket.  

 Pedro has family in Cuba, and this gives 
him the opportunity to visit. Pedro ministers to 
the church there with his witness, his enthusiasm 
and love for the Cuban people. His suitcase will 
be full of items to tell the story of Christ. 

 Pedro pays all his travel expenses  
personally, and any donations or funds provided 
him are given directly to the little church there 
to help them finish their building. Pedro is their 
beacon of hope and encouragement and our 
connection to this struggling congregation.  

 Any of our church family or friends who 
would like to be part of our Cuban outreach can 
donate to designated account #8535 through the 
church. Any questions? Phone Pedro Fuentes at 
344-0456 for our Cuban link. 
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    In Sympathy 
 The congregation would like to extend its 
most heartfelt condolences to the Vavala family on 
the passing of Donna Vavala, who entered the Life 
Eternal on August 14, 2020.  

 We also would like to express our deepest 
sympathy to the family of Marianne Washington, 
who passed into the Life Triumphant on September 
11, 2020. 

 Please keep these families in your prayers, 
as they mourn the loss of their loved ones. 

 

 

 

 

Our Heroes 
 Danny Sullivan wrote an article appreciating 
those who have worked hard to make things run 
smooth for our church during these unprecedented 
times (i.e. the pandemic).  

 We also want to express our appreciation for 
those of the office staff and others who have been 
working hard to make this happen. We are blessed 
to have Karen Dallas, Cathy Canfield, Dana 
Rodrigues, John Engberg, Gary Oorbeck, and 
Danny Sullivan to make this happen.  

 Since our opening on July 5, they have 
worked hard to show that we can operate smoothly 
and safely. The next time you see one of these 
people, say THANK YOU! Great job all of you! 

Frank & Audrey Mattox 

The church would like to extend a warm 
welcome to Dana (Stein) Rodriguez, the newest 
member of our church’s excellent and devoted staff. 

Dana has been hired as a part-time Secretary 
& Receptionist and will cover the church office staff 
for vacations and other absences. 

Dana, is a member of our church and brings 
exceptional computer, accounting, and financial 
skills to our church office. She previously was the 
office administrator for Advantage Printing. 

 

 

We’re in the Army Now 

Brian Smith is now a  
member of the Unites States 

military establishment! 
His new address is: 

Private Smith, Brian 
C Co. 1/3th Inf Regt 
4th Plt Devils Rejects 

Bldg 5482 Jackson Blvd. 
Fort Jackson, SC 29207 

Drop him a line and tell him how 
proud you are of him! 

“Faith consists in believing what reason cannot.” 
     —Voltaire 
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 It’s that time of year again for 
our annual Trunk or Treat. In keeping 
with the COVID safety guidelines, we 
will be doing a different version with 
people driving up to receive their 
candy. There will be no other 
activities.  

 The event is planned for October 
25 from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. Please call 
the church office if you would like to 
participate by opening up your  
decorated trunk so we know how 
many to plan for. Also, we will be  
accepting candy or cash donations 
through October 21. (All candy must 
be wrapped and no chocolate). We will 
be stuffing the candy in the bags on 
Thursday, October 22, at 12:00.  

 If you would like to help, please 
call the church office. For more  
information, call Linda Waldron at
(352) 697-2112. 

 
Flu Season is right around the corner. 

Make sure you protect yourself with a flu 
shot. Don’t take any chances. You don’t 

want to deal with Nurse Ratched! 

 

 

 

 

 

Tee Time News 
 We were blessed with a beautiful day on  
Saturday September 19,. for an afternoon of golf at 
the Inverness Golf & Country Club. After a prayer of 
thanks, we were off for a fun day. There were a great 
variety of shots—some very good, some not so good, 
and some indescribable.  

 At the end, it was the team of Bill Herndon, 
Juvi Herndon and Gary Simpkins who took first 
place. The team of Gene Businski, Brad Chappell, 
Bob Lumley, and Jerry Reynolds came in second. 
Greg Andreichuk had the longest putt, and Tom  
Hendrick had the closest to the pin drive. After golf, 
many of us went to Coach’s for supper and more fun 
and fellowship.  

 Watch the Pres-By-Lines for the date of our 
next “hit & hunt” church golf scramble. Special 
thanks to Greg Andreichuk for his help. Open to all - 
come and join us! 
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Editor’s Corner 

 Each month the Pres-
By-Lines is available for view-
ing or download on our web-
site www.fpcinverness.org. It 
also is available in print  
at the Ask Me Information 
Desk in the Narthex and  

in the lobby adjacent to the church office. 

 Please note, the deadline for the November 
issue is Thursday, October 15. 

 

Committee chairper-
sons and others who have 

news, comments, or sugges-
tions should place the items in 

John Engberg’s church office 
mailbox, or email them to him at 

mrbyte@earthlink.net, or to the church at 
fpcinvoffice@gmail.com. 

John Engberg 
Editor 

 
 

DEADLIN
E 

Pastor Appreciation Month 

Reformation Day 
October 25th 

Reformation Sunday 
October 31st 
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