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The First Fifty Years
1911-1961

Our First Fifty Years
“The Presbyterian Church of Inverness was organized here Sunday under
the leadership of Rev. Roseborough, an evangelist of that church. We understand
that up to last night there was a membership of about 25. J.K. Kelley and T.H.
Ramsey were elected and ordained as Elders of the church, and E.P. Graham and
O.M. Johnson as deacons. The members of this new church are among the very
best citizens of the town, and it is thought that prospects are exceedingly bright.”
Citrus County Chronicle, Inverness, FL Oct. 13, 1911

The First Presbyterian Church of Inverness
began with a congregation of 25 citizens, in a very
humble setting, and today, 100 years later, the
church is home to approximately 625 souls. God
has truly blessed this house of worship in the ever
growing community of Inverness. The following
information, on the period 1911-1961, was extracted from our 50 Year Anniversary Booklet and represents a unique picture of our roots.
The congregation worshipped during its first
year in the First Baptist Church of Inverness. A
study of the early minutes of the Session reveal that
the little flock, with courageous faith, began immediate plans to build a Sanctuary to the glory of God.
The site was purchased for $220; erection of
the building was $2,000. The pews were a little
over $500. These items, along with a reed organ,
hymn books, a pulpit Bible, communion set, collection plates, and some carpet, totaled just under
$3,000.

services were held that day. Both the morning and
evening services were preached by Rev. W.B.Y.
Wilkie, Chairman of the Home missions, St. John’s
Presbytery. At the conclusion of the morning service, the keys and the deed to the building were
turned over to the trustees, O.M. Johnson, E.P. Graham, and Adam Noble.
During the evening service, Dr. Wilkie
preached from the text, “This do ye, in remembrance of me.” At the conclusion of the evening
service, the pastor, The Rev. B.H. Dupuy, held the
first communion, with Rev. Dupuy serving the
bread, and Dr. Wilkie serving the wine.
According to the Citrus County Chronicle
of October 18, 1911, “Those who listened closely
to it, and whose souls drank it in, were made to feel
as if they were present with the blessed Master in
Jerusalem, gazing upon His troubled face, as He
was about to return to His Father in heaven.”

Exactly one year after the congregation was
organized, the new church was completed on Main
Street between Seminole and Osceola Streets. Two

Our First Church Building 1912-1963
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The size of the congregation grew slowly
over the years. The years between 1912-1950 were
not easy years. There was World War I, the economic upheaval in Florida, the Great Depression of
the thirties, and World War II with its aftermath.
These disturbances affected men, institutions, and
communities everywhere, and Inverness did not
escape.
During this period (1912-1950), we remained a small home mission church in a small
community. The church was served by 21 different
ministers, sent to the church as Stated Supplies.
With the exception of one of those pastors, Rev.
Charles J. Mills, we have no pictures of these individuals.

94 members in its congregation. The church was
then the third largest in Inverness with the Baptist
having 308 members and the Methodists 283. The
town was prospering from the timber industry, the
mining of phosphate, and from citrus groves.
Florida was experiencing a “population explosion” – people began to settle in the state from
everywhere, and Inverness began to experience a
change. The church did not escape, and our own
First Presbyterian Church strongly felt its stirrings.
In the spring of 1950, the Rev. E.D. Brownlee, D.D. came to the ministry of this church as a
Stated Supply. How blessed of God the church was
to have Dr. Brownlee come just at this time. He
brought to the church and changing community a
ministry of tireless visitation.
It is said that no new person moved into Inverness during these days, but that Dr. Brownlee
called on them. His quiet and warm interest in people led many new residents to find a church home.
The records show that over 150 new members were
received into our church.

Rev. Charles J. Mills

A number of our current members have
fond memories of the church. Annie Mae Hensley
attended the church from the time she was 10 and
remembered being in a wedding party there. Margaret Agnes Hagar fondly remembers the little
stools that she and other young children sat upon
when in Sunday school classes. She also recalled
that there were no flower shops in Inverness then,
and her mother would visit the yards of various
women, pick out the best flowers, and use them to
decorate the church on Sundays.
The little congregation must have labored
faithfully for the church continued a living church
which endured many trials, overcame many obstacles, and possessed many joys. This period closed
showing a membership of 74 and total giving for
1950 of $1,850.
The years 1950-1961 were indeed the beginning of a new day. A religious census taken in
1951 showed that the First Presbyterian Church had

Rev. E.D. Brownlee, D.D.
and Mrs. Brownlee 1950-1956

The growing church required more room.
Two Sunday School rooms and a rest room were
added in the back of the church.
As the membership increased, so did the
giving. This enabled the church, for the first time in
its history (1953), to become self-sustaining. Thus,
in the might and power of the Spirit, the church was
readied to begin a new and larger ministry in a fast
growing and rapidly changing community. In the
early summer of 1956, Rev. and Mrs. Brownlee
closed their ministry in this church.
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In the late fall of 1956, the Rev. R.E.
Walker, from Tampa, came to the church as Stated
Supply. He was not in residence, but was on the
field each weekend and always available for pastoral needs within the congregation.

years old. He then lived in the Blue Ridge Mountain area of North Carolina until he entered theological training. During his ministry, church membership, church attendance, and giving noticeably increased.

His ministry, like those of his predecessor,
was a blessing to the church. It was one of crystallization and directing the large gains brought about
by Dr. Brownlee’s ministry. During his ministry,
the records show that forty plus members were added to the membership of the church.
Since the contributions of the church remained generous, in May 1957, a Manse at 301
South Seminole was purchased for use by the pastors of the church.
At the heart of Rev. Walker’s ministry there
was emerging a new forward-looking mind. This he
most wisely guided. Rev. Walker’s ministry closed
in the fall of 1959. It was indeed a good ministry.
He was much beloved by the congregation.

R.E. James Calloway Clark, D.D.
1959-1964

Rev. R. E. Walker
1956-1959

In February 1958, the Board of Deacons
appointed a committee to study whether to build a
new church or improve the existing one. Early 1959
gave witness to numerous meetings and discussions
concerning a new church. While the majority favored building a new facility, not all were in agreement. Subsequently, a decision was made to build a
new church, and a building site was purchased at
the corner of Osceola and Grace Streets in early
1960.
The ministry of the Rev. James Calloway
Clark, D.D. began the third Sunday of November
1959. He was officially installed as full time pastor
by a commission of Westminster Presbytery on
February 21, 1960. Rev. Clark was born in Tampa,
Florida in 1894, and lived there until he was 12

Upon purchase of the new building site in
early 1960, a building plan was prepared. Roy
Carter Bennett Jr. was appointed as Chairman of
the new Building Committee. Other committees
were appointed to oversee various components of
the plan. The church had paid for the Manse in full;
therefore, the building fund for the new church
went into full swing, and by the blessing of God,
and in the might and power of His Spirit, the church
went forward to erect a new home.
Today a parking lot sits between Landmark
Realty (the historic Woman’s Club) and the Life
South Blood Center. It is the only reminder of
where so many of our early members had worshipped. When it was to be demolished, Margaret
Agnes Hagar asked her father to buy it so that she
could put an antique store there. His reply: “You
are not going to put an antique store in the church.”
“I loved that church,” she added.
Few artifacts remain, the bell that was once
mounted in the steeple, a stool that was sat upon by
young children and cherished by owner Margaret
Agnes Hagar, and a few pictures. Of course there
are hundreds, if not thousands, of memories.
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Memories of the 50th
Anniversary
1961
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Executive Board of Men of the Church

Left to right: Fred G. Mahlman, Treas.; C.E. Long, Sr, Pres.; Malcolm A. Smith,
Secy.; C.G. Wilsie, Program Chairman. Absent: Amos S. Taylor, 1st Vice President; Max W. Broadie, 2nd Vice President

Session

Left to right, front row: Clarence E. Long, Sr.; Roy C. Bennett, Jr.; J. Frank
Roberts; W. Winston Klyce; Back row; Benjamin F. Dibble; M.A. Smith, Clerk;
Rev. James C. Clark, Moderator; Charles H. Young, life member of Session;
and C. Harry Baughman. Absent: John Schweitzer and Hugh Hamill
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Deacons

Left to right, front row; Fred G. Mahlman, Church Treas.; Malcolm M. Smith,
Jr., Pres.; Franklin R. Kendrick; Max W. Broadie. Back row: J, Dale Walter; S.
R, Stephan; Otto F. Allen; George H, Brannen, Treas. Of Building Fund. Absent:
Cary Smoak; John W. Ossenfort, Secy.; Hugh C. Barco; Wilbur U. Zeller; John
A. Allen; Richard W. Stewart; Lewis F. Meng

Executive Board of Women of the Church

Left to right, front row: Mrs. Max Broadie, Mrs. Ada Savary, Mrs. J.C. Clark, Mrs. M.A. Smith, Sr.,
Mrs. Maud St. John, Mrs. Fred Mahlman, Mrs. Frank Leslie; Back row: Miss Helen Carlock, Mrs.
W.A. Turner, Mrs. Roy C. Kidd, Miss Elizabeth Graham, Mrs. C.J. Parker Mrs. C.E. Long, Mrs. C.G.
Wilsie, Mrs. Al Pelzel, Mrs. Frank Roberts; Absent: Mrs. Harry Knickerbocker and Mrs. Ruth Stafford; Insert: Miss Evelyn Bates
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Choir

Left to right, front row: Mrs. Wilbur U. Zeller, Mrs. John A. Allen, Mrs. Cary Smoak, Mrs. R. W. Stewart, Sr.; Mrs. Otto F. Allen, Mrs. J. B. Williams, Mrs. Kenneth V. Webster
Back row: Mr. John A. Allen, Mrs. Eric Von Walthausen, Mrs. Don J. Bradshaw, Mrs. Ruth Stafford,
Mrs. Hugh C. Barco, Mr. Otto F. Allen
The church is most grateful for Mrs. R. W. Stewart, Sr. for her faithful years of service in the ministry
of music to this church. She retired as organist-director in 1960, but continues active in the choir.

Sunday School Staff

Left to right, from row: Mrs. R.S. Grumbling, Nursery/Beginners; Mrs. Elizabeth Graham Secretary-Treasurer; Mrs. Roy C. Kidd, Intermediate; Mrs. Max Boadie, Junior
Back row: Rev. James C. Clark, acting Supt.; Mrs. J.C. Clark, Senlor Hlgh; Mrs. C.P.
Parker, Primary; Mrs. C.E. Long, Sr. Adult; and Miss Helen Carlock, Adult teacher
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The Middle Years
1963-1993
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The Middle Years
1963-1993

The Grace Street Church

Construction of the new church began in
July 1962 and was completed in early 1963.
On March 31, 1963 the consecration and
dedication service was held. Rev. John R. Williams
assisted Dr. Clark in this service. The service was
attended by over 400 individuals, with 250 attending the reception following in the afternoon. At the
Easter Communion April 14, 1963, two Sabbaths
after the opening service, 350 were in attendance.
and

$62,002.28 to build, plus the cost of the lot, $3,150,
and another $16,445.60 in donated equipment, for a
total of $81,597.88
There were four outstanding works of art
which became an integral part of the church – the
Tower Cross, the Cross and Candlesticks, the Sanctuary, and the Rose Window.

The church was of Spanish mission style
cost

The Sanctuary of the Grace Street Church
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The Rose Window was given to the church
by the Trinity United Presbyterian Church of
Uniontown, Pennsylvania in 1962, through the
efforts of Rev. James C. Clark; who had pastored at
one of the Uniontown Presbyterian churches from
1929 until 1946.
In early 1964, Rev. Clark’s ministry
came to a close when he accepted a call to a small
church in Martinsville, Virginia where he was
originally ordained and where he held his first two
charges. The Rev. James R. Williams served as an
interim pastor for two months following the
departure of Rev. Clark.
In July 1964, the church welcomed its new
pastor, Rev. Harry O. Paschall along with his wife,
Betty, and three year old son, Charles Frederick. “I
feel like I’ve come home,” said the new minister,
noting that he served the Inverness Church as a
student pastor in 1956.

In the meantime, the Session authorized the
letting of bids for the demolition of the old Main
Street church, and the building was razed in early
1969. The church bell was salvaged and stored for a
period of time in the Manse. Later the bell was
mounted and placed on the lawn of the Grace Street
church. Today it is housed in the steeple of our
present church on Washington Avenue.
Rev. Paschall worked a great deal with the
Key Center, the School for Exceptional children,
and the Citrus County Schools, where he taught
English and History during a teacher strike in 1968.
He worked with the Cub Scouts, the Ministerial
Association and other organizations, and his
leadership was greatly appreciated.
It was with great regret that the church
accepted his resignation in July of 1969. He and his
wife, Betty, and sons, Fred and Christopher, were
to leave for their new home in Philadelphia where
Rev. Paschall was to begin working on his
doctorate at Princeton Theological Seminary.
In the fall of 1969, Rev. Ralph Edgar
Hoffman began his ministry at the church, coming
from Inglewood Presbyterian Church in Nashville,
Tennessee.

The Paschall Family
Rev. Harry O. Paschall, Betty, Christopher, and Fred

In May, 1965 the Paschall family was
blessed with the birth of a son, Christopher O.
Paschall, the first baby born in the Manse in 25
years.
During Rev. Paschall’s ministry, the need
was again felt to enlarge our facility, and plans
were made to build a Fellowship Hall. Church
membership had grown to 231 by January 1, 1968.
Ground was broken on March 30, 1969 for a
building that would house Sunday School classes, a
kitchen, and the Fellowship Hall. The addition was
at a cost of $63,090 and added 7,800 square feet to
the church.
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Rev. Ralph E. Hoffman, D.D.
1969-1989

While in Nashville, Rev. Hoffman was
awarded a Master of Theology Degree by
Vanderbilt University. Rev. Hoffman was installed
as pastor on Sunday, February 15, 1970.
The church’s landholdings continued to
grow. Parking space was needed close to the
church, and in late 1971 the church obtained a lot
owned by Mr. and Mrs. Scardasis, at the corner of
Grace and Citrus Streets, by trading lots that the
church had owned. The church had owned two lots
in Chassahowitzka, one in Floral City, and seven
lots in River Lakes Manor, a subdivision north of
Hernando, the latter which had been obtained as a
donation by Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Denny of Largo,
Florida. The church later sold the latter 10 lots.

According to an article written by Rev.
Hoffman and appearing in the Citrus County
Chronicle in early 1978, the church had long range
plans for the future. It had been determined by the
Presbytery that the First Presbyterian Church would
have to grow to its full potential before another
congregation could be established in Citrus county.
Its projected potential is a congregation between
1,000-1,200 members.
In the Fall of 1978, Lionel King was
employed as the Minister of Music. Lionel not only
provided leadership and direction for the church’s
various music programs, but also was a well loved
member of the congregation for a 26 year period.
He retired from the church in May 2004.

The church’s association with “Meals On
Wheels” began on April 7, 1974, when a request
was made by the Woman’s Club of Inverness to
locate their business center in the former nursery of
the church. Permission was granted by the Session,
and the Inverness Meals on Wheels Program began
operating from the former nursery.
Continued growth required additional
parking space, and another lot was obtained
through the Yoder family in 1975. The house was
razed in 1979 and the land used for parking.
The Manse, acquired in 1957, had become
inadequate for the needs of the Pastor and was felt
to be a detriment when the need arose for the
calling of a new Pastor. On February 3, 1976, the
congregation authorized a major renovation and
partial rebuilding of the Manse. Cost of the project
was limited to $40,000.
Rev. Hoffman, who had begun studies
towards his doctorate, in 1974, under sponsorship
of the Synod of Florida, was granted his Doctorate
Degree on May 30, 1976, from the Pittsburg
Theological Seminary.
By 1978, the membership was approaching
500 and was made up of people from 37 different
states, three foreign countries, and 16 different
religious backgrounds. It was estimated by Rev.
Hoffman that the church served an estimated 1,000
to 1,200 people during the peak winter season. The
Sunday Service was being broadcast within the
range of WYSE and had become an important part
of the ministry of the church.

Lionel King
Director of Music

An attendance survey taken in late 1981
revealed the average attendance at Sunday services
was 317 in October, 351 in November and 427 in
the month of December.
The Session minutes throughout 1983 and
early 1984 contain frequent reference to the
expanding membership and the need for improved
and larger facilities. Consideration was given to
purchasing more lots on the block that contained
the church, (the church already owned 5 of the 12
lots on the block), expanding the size of the
Sanctuary to accommodate a seating of 500
members, and purchasing property for building a
new church. Acreage on Druid Road, on South 581,
and on Gardenia Avenue was considered and
discussed by the Session.
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On April 8, 1984, a congregational meeting
was held and unanimously approved the purchase
of a nine acre tract of land on Gardenia Avenue,
(now Montgomery Avenue) known as the Kelley
property. This property lies behind that now
occupied by the Cornerstone Baptist Church. The
property was obtained for future expansion of
church facilities at a cost of $58,250. On November
25, 1984, an Executive Building Committee,
consisting of 15 members, was elected by the
congregation to serve until completion of the
building program.

suited to serve all ages, but particularly the youth
and young adults of the church. He was later to
serve in key roles as the church began to plan its
future and later as it transitioned from its location
on Grace Street to a new location in Inverness.

One year later, November 10, 1985, the
Executive Building Committee explained to the
congregation that to build a church on the nine acre
property purchased in 1984 would cost $1,500,000
at a minimum. Rather than pursue this course of
action, the committee recommended that the
Methodist Church be purchased at a cost of
$375,000. The congregation approved the purchase,
by a vote of 98 for and 5 against, along with
necessary funds to improve the Methodist Church.
Upon the purchase, the interior of the
Sunday school building was renovated by Carey
Smoak, a member of the church, who was, in
addition to other business ventures, in the
construction business. The former Methodist
Church was to be known as the Presbyterian
Center, and a celebration was held in 1985 to
celebrate the first year of the Center.
In January 1986, Rev. Hoffman requested
that he be allowed to provide for his own housing
rather than continue to live in the Manse. The
request was approved by the Session and
subsequently, the congregation. A housing
allowance was granted Rev. Hoffman, and he
acquired a home. In September 1986, the Manse
was placed on the market and was sold on July 2,
1987, for $62,435.
In October 1986, Don Lawson was hired as
Director of Activities for the Presbyterian Center to
develop and manage programs for all ages, but
particularly youth and young adults. Sunday
services were held in both Sanctuaries; the 8:30
service in the former Methodist Church and the
11:00 at the Grace Street Church. Additionally, full
use was made of the Fellowship Hall, the kitchen of
the Presbyterian Center, and the Sunday School
rooms.
On June 21, 1987, Rev. Bruce Wismer was
called to serve as the Associate Pastor. The Search
Committee had reported that Rev. Wismer was well

Revs. Bruce and Karen Wismer

In February 1988, the cost of operating the
Grace Street Church, along with the Presbyterian
Center, became a concern. During a discussion at
Session on February 23, 1988, Elder Al Fields,
Chairman of the Planning Committee, suggested
that consideration be given to remodeling the
Presbyterian Center and disposing of the Grace
Street Church so that all church activities could be
conducted at one location.
Subsequently, a letter was sent to a cross
section of the church membership seeking their
points of view. A decision was made a few months
later to retain both the Grace Street Church and the
Presbyterian Center, at least for a period of time
until the status of the church finances could be
better evaluated. A decision was made to place the
nine acre property on Gardenia Avenue on the
market.
Rev. Robert Gray, who had become
Associate Pastor in 1978, decided to retire after
serving the church for a period of 10 years. Rev.
Gray had been involved with the church during a
period of significant growth and the acquisition of
property for future expansion.
His contributions were numerous and his
ministry respected by all. He was missed upon his
retirement.
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Grace Street to include the Presbyterian Center. A
committee was formed to begin planning for the
future. The congregation was informed by letter of
the interest by the Hospital. The total church
membership at the time was 577.
The Rev. Glen W. Nagel was called as
Pastor in October 1990. He, in conjunction with the
congregation, elected to dissolve his pastoral
relationship with the First Presbyterian Church of
Inverness in April 1991.
The congregation voted on September 24,
1991 to permit the trustees to proceed with
negotiations with Citrus Memorial Hospital. The
vote comprised 232 ayes, 17 nays, and 35 no
opinion.
Rev. Robert Gray
Associate Pastor - 1978-1988

Rev. Hoffman made it known that he would
retire in 1989. He officially retired on April 2,
1989, bringing to a close a ministry at the First
Presbyterian Church of Inverness that covered a 20
year period.
He and Mrs. Hoffman were honored with a
reception in the Fellowship Hall of the Presbyterian
Center, a dinner at Andre’s of Citrus Hills, and a
gift of travel to the Holy Land.
The church experienced exceptional growth
both in church membership and property
ownership. At the time of his retirement it was
apparent from the minutes of the Session,
Congregational meetings, and other church
documents, that the church would undergo
significant change – either through the
consolidation of the properties owned in the block
that housed the Grace Street Church, or the
building of a new church on other property in
Inverness.
In November 1989, the nine acres tract
known as the Kelley property on Gardenia Avenue
was sold to Dr. Charles and Marian Larkin for the
sum of $62,000. The proceeds were then used to
pay down the church mortgage and to purchase a
new computer system.
On October 19, 1989, Rev. Ormond L.
Hampton was called as an Interim Pastor and
served in that capacity until January 28, 1990.
On June 12, 1990, the Citrus Memorial
Hospital expressed an interest in acquiring the
property owned by the First Presbyterian Church on

The following January, a committee was
appointed to select an architect to begin designing a
new church in the event that the negotiations
resulted in the sale of the church. The committee
consisted of John Steelfox, Betty Paschall, Paul
Fedder, Carey Smoak, Nancy Pekins, and Laura
Fields.
The Session was presented with the offer
made by the Citrus Memorial Hospital on May 19,
1992. The offer was to purchase the Grace Street
Church buildings and land and the Main Street
(Presbyterian Center) buildings and land. The terms
of the offer included:
·

The purchase price of $2,000,000.

·

120 days after closing to vacate Grace Street
Church building.

·

Two years rent free on Main Street upon
closing.

·

All religious related/significant items to be
retained by church.

The Session voted to approve the sale, and
the recommendation to sell was made to the
congregation on July 12, 1992, along with a
recommendation to purchase the Rice property;
located on Highway 44 and Washington Avenue,
for the price of $305,000. Both motions were
approved by the congregation. The Rice property
was subsequently purchased for $270,000.
Both Sunday services continued to be
conducted at the Sanctuaries of the Grace Street
and the Presbyterian Center until October 1992, at
which time the life of the church was moved to the
Presbyterian Center.
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The latter six months of 1992 were particularly
challenging and busy for the church. Rev. Wismer
was involved in many projects as a result of the
negotiations taking place with the Hospital, as well
as serving as Head of Staff. The church had been
without a Senior Pastor since April 1991, and the
Pastoral Nominating Committee was still in the
process of selecting and then recommending a new
Pastor.

On January 19, 1993, Rev. Bruce Wismer
announced to the Session that he was submitting
his resignation to be effective April 11, 1993, or as
of the date that a new pastor was called. The
congregation voted with deep regret and utmost
love to join Rev. Wismer in requesting that the
Presbytery of Tampa Bay dissolve his pastoral
relationship with the First Presbyterian Church of
Inverness effective April 11, 1993.

Rev. Karen Wismer was hired on a
temporary basis as a Christian Education consultant
to assist in setting up and developing programs. In
December, it was found to be in the best interest of
the church to continue her contract for one more
year.

Rev. Raymond Davies became Interim
Pastor on May 15, 1993. Rev. Davies was selected
to serve in that capacity for a six month period
while the Pastoral Nominating Committee
continued its search for a Senior Pastor.

The interior of the Presbyterian Center was
being “freshened.” Furniture and equipment from
the Grace Street church were being moved to the
Presbyterian Center. Church services, fellowship
activities, mission fulfillment, and Christian
education were still taking place.
A buyer, the Harvest Temple Church of
God, was found for some of the unneeded furniture:
30 pews, Sanctuary lights, pulpit, lectern, and
communion table.

On July 25, 1993, Rev. Karen Wismer
announced that she was resigning to accept a
position as Interim Asociate Pastor at the Fort King
Presbyterian Church in Ocala. The congregation
expressed regrets that it was losing the outstanding
services that she had performed for the church.
On July 16 1993, Rev. Craig S. Davies,
accompanied by his wife, Marcia, daughter, Becky,
and son, Tim, was introduced to the Session as the
nominee for Senior Pastor.

In late 1992 or early 1993, Mr. Charles
Brewer was selected as the architect, and Christian
Builders, Inc as the contractor for the new church.
A Building Committee was appointed by the
church with nine members: Carey Smoak, Bob
Cunningham, Paul Fedder, Laura Fields, Betty
Paschall, Nancy Pekins, Mildred Pettis, John
Steelfox, and Bob Wardrop.
A ground breaking ceremony was held on
February 18, 1993 with approximately 100
members of the church in attendance.
Rev. Craig S. Davies and Family,
Marcia, Becky, and Tim

Rev. Davies preached both sermons on
Sunday, July 18th. At 12 noon, a congregational
meeting was called to vote on the recommendation
by the Pastoral Nominating Committee. Rev.
Davies was selected by unanimous vote.

Ground Breaking Ceremony, February 18,1993

The selection of Rev. Craig S. Davies
brought an end to an era, and yet it was a new
beginning for the church. The congregation had
occupied the Grace Street Church for a period of 21
years.
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Presbyterians
at
Worship and Play

Page 27

At Worship - 1991

At Worship - 1991

Children’s Halloween Party - 1983
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Vacation Bible School - Circa 1985

Debbie Morris, Betty Paschall, and Karen Banks Attend to the Children
Vacation Bible School - 1988
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G

Thelma Linton Managing a Table
Church Bazaar - 1993

Church Bazaar - 1993
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The Latter Years
1993-2010
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The Certificate of Occupancy for the new
church was granted on July 21, 1994. Church documents reveal that membership at the time was 560.

The Latter Years
1993-2011
The Washington Street Church
The construction of the new church took
about 18 months (February 1993-November 1994).
It was a time of transition. During that time, worship services, session meetings, Christian education, fellowship activities, and other church business took place at the Presbyterian Center. The construction of the new church occupied the time and
attention of a good number of the church members.
Preparations were taking place for the
move and occupancy of the new facility upon its
completion. Arrangements were made for the moving of supplies, furnishings, and equipment; andnew office hours were determined. The cover for
the Sunday Bulletin was approved, and the Session
voted to name the fellowship hall the “Bruce Wismer Fellowship Hall” and the library/conference
room the “Carey Smoak Library/Conference
Room” in honor of the time and effort spent by
these two individuals on behalf of the new church.
At its May 17, 1994 meeting, the Session, in
anticipation of the new church being completed in
June, authorized the first worship service to be conducted on July 24th.
The Session also agreed that the first sacrament of baptism could take place on May 29,1994,
prior to full completion of the church. The first
child baptized was Brandon Lee Meahl, son of Barry and Heather Meahl.

The first worship service, July 24, 1994, was
preached by Rev. Craig Davies. The sermon’s title
“Building for Durability”
was taken from Matthew
7:24-25: “Therefore everyone
who hears these words of
mine and puts them into
practice, is like a wise man
who built his house on the
First Worship Service Sign rock. The rain came down,
the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat
against the house; yet it did not fall, because it had
its foundation on the rock.” Attendance at the service was 549.
The dedication took place on Sunday, November 6, 1994. The address was given by Dr.
Ralph E. Hoffman. His sermon was “An Exhalted
House.” Pastors Paul Leap, Ray W. Davies, Rob
Stringer, James Kees and Gerald L. Tyer also participated in the service.
The official presentation of the church key
was given by Charles Brewer, Sr., president of
Christian Builders, to Carey Smoak, Chair of the
Building Committee, who in turn gave it to Bob
Cunningham, Clerk of the Session, who passed it
on to the Rev. Craig S. Davies.
Adele Wardrop, who had been hired on
March 15, 1994 as Director of Christian Education,
was to serve the new church in that capacity until
December 2003. During the nine years that she so
faithfully served the church, an untold number of
children, young adults and fellow members of the
congregation came to better know God and
strengthen their faith.

Baptism of Brandon Lee Meahl
May 29, 1994

Adele Wardrop
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The year 1994 proved to be exciting; it saw
steady growth in the size of the congregation and
provided new challenges. A decision was made in
July 1994 to once again employ an Associate Pastor, and an Associate Pastor Nominating Committee
was appointed by Session.
A permanent organist, Rick Roberts, was
engaged by the new church in September. By year’s
end, membership had grown to 607 with average
attendance at Sunday worship services of 451 and
Sunday School of 105.

of the Kirkwood Presbyterian Church, Bradenton,
Florida, where he had served as the Interim Minister of Worship and Christian Education.
Rev. Robertson preached both sermons on
Sunday September 24, 1995. After the 11:00 a.m.
service, the congregation voted to call Rev. Robertson.

Rev. Stephen C. Robertson

Thirty-five members of the congregation
traveled to Bradenton on October 15, 1995 for Rev.
Robertson’s Ordination. The sermon was preached
by Rev. Craig Davies. His installation at the First
Presbyterian Church of Inverness took place on November 5, 1995.

Rick Roberts

In early 1995, the church began its relationship with Habitat for Humanity. On May 16, 1995,
the Session approved becoming a Covenant Church
with Habitat for Humanity. The Covenants included:
·

Pray for the ministry of Habitat for Humanity.

·

Spread the word about Habitat for Humanity’s
ministry throughout the community.

·

Promote Habitat’s international affiliates by inviting Habitat for Humanity staff and volunteers
to speak in our area.

·

Provide two luncheons for up to 20 people per
year.

The church has continued to be involved
with Habitat for Humanity, annually providing
washers and dryers for each new home.
On September 3, 1995, the Associate Pastor
Nominating Committed presented the name of Stephen C. Robertson as their choice to be Associate
Pastor. Rev. Robertson was a spring graduate of
Columbia Theological Seminary and was a member

On April 16, 1996, the Session passed a motion to become the charter organization for Boy
Scout Troop #302. On August 20,, an agreement
was signed to sponsor both Boy Scout Troop #302
and also Cub Scout Pack #302. The Cub Scouts began to meet in the church, and the Boy Scouts continued to meet at the Scout Hut near the airport. The
primary means of support over the years has been
fund raising events such as spaghetti dinners and
pancake breakfasts.
A Congregational meeting was held on Sunday, September 8, 1996, for the purpose of considering a recommendation from Session to establish a
Board of Deacons. Responsibilities of the Board
were to include, but not limited to, ministry to the
homebound, the hospitalized, the bereaved, prayer
chain, those needing transportation, the aged and
alone, other special need situations of pastoral care,
and supervision of the Helping Hand Fund. Initially, the Board was to have nine members. The congregation approved the establishment of the Board
of Deacons.
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After several months of study and discussion, a decision was made on April 6, 1997, to purchase the church’s first vehicle for transportation of
various groups. A 15 passenger van was purchased
from Brown Chrysler/Plymouth at a cost of
$18,883. A Van Use policy was established, insurance obtained, and a list of designated drivers was
prepared.
In August 1997, a decision was made to explore the possibility of adding a carillon to the bell
tower. After research and study, the Session, upon
recommendation of the Worship Committee, approved the purchase and installation of a Bell Master 2000 carillon.
The Communication and Publicity Committee sponsored a Christmas tree on the lawn of the
Old Court House for the holiday season. The placing of a tree became a tradition of the church. As
the year 1997 came to an end, membership had
grown to 688.
On January 19, 1999, the Session approved
the creation of the Fred Harris Scholarship Fund.
The creation of the fund was possible because of a
generous donation of 25 shares of General Electric
Stock made by Cody Harris. The monies from the
sale of the shares were invested in the Presbyterian
Church (USA) Foundation. The interest from the
fund was to be used for seminary students or other
church related education for members of the First
Presbyterian Church of Inverness.
On March 21, 2000, Session approved a
proposal to develop site and building plans for a
10,000 square foot building expansion. McKean &
Associate Engineers, Inc were hired to initiate planning for the expansion.
Rev. Robertson advised Session on September 26, 2000, that he was requesting release from
his contract in order to accept a call as pastor at the
Eastminister Presbyterian Church in East Lansing,
Michigan.
A meeting of the Congregation was held on
October 15th, during which the congregation approved the dissolution of the pastoral relationship
between Rev. Robertson and the First Presbyterian
Church of Inverness, effective October 31, 2000.
The motion read: “to dissolve the associate pastoral
relationship with deep regret, profound joy in career growth, with joyful expectations, and this congregation’s prayerful support and thanks for a job

well done. Rev. Davies preached Rev. Robertson’s
installation service in East Lansing, Michigan on
January 7, 2001.
The Session approved the hiring of George
Westlund of Atlanta, Georgia as the Youth Director
with a starting date of November 1, 2000. George
terminated his employment the following year, effective August 8, 2001.
As the year 2000 came to a close, church
membership had grown to 719.
At its January 28, 2001 annual meeting, the
congregation approved selling 13,125 feet of property to the Florida Department of Transportation for
the widening of Highway 44 East for a sale price of
$30,065. The proceeds were placed in a Certificate
of Deposit.
At its February 19, 2002, meeting, the Session approved the beginning and subsequent continuation of a Stephen Ministry Program at the First
Presbyterian Church of Inverness. The Session also
approved the election of a search committee to seek
the hiring of a Youth Minister. David Green was
subsequently employed in that capacity and introduced and welcomed by the Session at its May 21,
2002, meeting. He served until August 31, 2004.
A specially called congregational meeting
was held on April 28, 2002. The purpose of the
meeting was to vote on the proposed addition to the
church. After making a motion to build the addition, the congregation was afforded the opportunity
to speak in favor or in opposition to the addition.
After one and one half hours of comments, a call
for question was made, and the congregation proceeded to vote. The results were 142 ayes, 62 nays,
and 1 abstention. The motion to build the addition
was therefore approved.
On May 5 2002, Adele Wardrop, Director
of Educational Ministries, announced that she was
resigning effective December 31, 2002. Her resignation was accepted with regrets, and the Session
expressed gratitude for her nine years of service.
Session advised that a committee be elected to
begin the search for a new Director.
At the meeting of the January 21, 2003, the
committee elected to conduct a search for a new
Director of Educational Ministries reported to Session that they had been successful in finding a new
Director. An offer had been made and accepted by
Denise Lay, and the Session approved her hiring.

Page 28

In early 2003, an alternative service working group, chaired by Doug Lobel, had been formed
to consider the creation of a non-traditional service.
The service, of a contemporary nature, was to be
held on Saturday evenings. Several members of the
working group attended a “Contemporary Worship
Workshop” in Sarasota.
The new service, to be known as the Praise
and Worship Service, was scheduled to begin during the month of October in the Fellowship Hall. In
July, an application was made to the Evangelism
and Church Development Committee of the Presbytery for a grant to begin the service. In September,
the Presbytery advised that a grant of $17,700 had
been approved.
Denise Lay

A special meeting of the congregation was
called on February 9, 2003, to revisit the decision
made on April 28, 2002, to construct an addition to
the church to provide classrooms, storage, offices,
and stage performances. The congregation met at
the conclusion of both services. All members of the
congregation were afforded an opportunity to comment prior to voting. A total of 240 members were
present. There were 190 votes cast against proceeding with the addition, 43 in favor, and 1 abstention.
The congregation thus decided not to proceed with
the addition at this time.
During its February 18, 2003 meeting of the
Session, a motion was made and approved to form
a search committee to fill the position of Associate
Pastor. The committee began meeting on September 15th and sometime thereafter, submitted a
Church Information Form to our National Presbyterian headquarters, to seminaries, and church magazines across the country. Applicants began to send
their Pastoral Information Forms from all over the
country: Alaska, Hawaii, north, south, east, and
west.
At a joint meeting of Session and the Board
of Trustees on May 20, 2003, a motion was made
and approved that the church return to previous
staffing of Pastor, Associate Pastor, and Director of
Educational Ministries. The position of Director of
Youth Ministries was to continue until the placement of an Associate Pastor. The position of Director of Youth Ministries was held open until the finances of the church could be assessed to see
whether both positions could be afforded.

The new year began with a new third service. The efforts of the alternative service working
group which began its work in early 2003 had come
to fruition. Beginning on the evening of Sunday,
January 4, 2004, and each Sunday thereafter, a contemporary Praise and Worship service was held in
the Fellowship Hall. The service was intended to
appeal to a broader section of our community who
does not attend the traditional services on Sunday
mornings. It was designed to appeal to a younger
crowd with families; however, all church members
were welcome to attend.
Lionel King, Director of Music Ministries,
submitted a letter of resignation effective May 31,
2004, bringing an end to a 26 year career with the
church. A plaque honoring his service was presented ,and a proclamation was read at both services on
May 16.
Lesa Shelton was subsequently appointed as
interim Director of Music Ministries. Lesa resigned
effective January 30, 2005, and Sam Glionna was
hired on a part time basis as the interim Director.
On May 1, 2005, Sam was hired as the permanent
Director of Music Ministries.
As of March 2005, the search for an Associate Pastor was still in progress, and Session decided
to hire Dr. Ralph Hoffman, as Pastor Emeritus, on a
part-time basis (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Sunday) effective April 25.
In preparation for the introduction of the
Stephen Ministry Program, four people attended the
Stephen Ministry Leader Training Course in Orlando: Rev. Craig Davies, Denise Putnam, Gail Hill,
and Mary Widenor.
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A joint meeting of the Worship Committee,
the Christian Education Committee, the Fellowship
Committee, and the Praise and Worship Team was
held on November 19, 2005, to consider moving
the Praise and Worship service from Sunday evenings at 5:30 p.m. to Sunday mornings. Later, a
task force was formed to study the proposal, along
with a survey of the congregation, to provide feedback regarding the feasibility of moving the service.

On May 9, 2006, Session approved the moving of
the Praise and Worship service from 5:30 p.m. on
Sundays to 9:45 a.m. on Sundays, beginning September 10. The service was to take place in the Fellowship Hall. The Sunday morning schedule of service was:

Sam Glionna submitted his resignation as
Director of Music Ministries effective March 1,
2006. Rick Roberts, church organist, was hired as
the interim Director through July 30. In August,
Lesa Shelton was again employed as interim Director, and agreed to serve until a permanent Director
could be found.

This was a significant change to the Sunday
morning services, and a plan was adopted and put
into effect to assure that the congregation was informed of the reason why the changes were being
made.

On March 5, 2006, a meeting of the congregation was called for the purpose of acting on a recommendation of the Associate Pastor Nominating
committee. After an introduction by the Chairman
of the Nominating Committee, Bill Ortolf, a motion
was made and seconded to call Dustin Sedlak as
Associate Pastor. The motion carried 242 ayes and
2 nays.

8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:45 a.m. Praise and Worship
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship

In September 2006, a “Tree of Life,” a
beautiful wall art work, was purchased through the
generous donation of friends of the church, Mr. and
Mrs. William Stern, and placed in the Narthex.
The Tree offers members of the congregation, as well as friends of the church, an opportunity
to celebrate birthdays, anniversaries, the birth of a
child or grandchild, other memorable events, or the
passing of a loved one, through the purchase of a
leaf. The proceeds are placed in a reserve fund designated for capital improvements to the church.
Priscilla Larsson was instrumental in the acquisition of the Tree and for introduction of the program
to the congregation.

Rev. Dustin and Caitlin Sedlak

Mr. Sedlak attended and completed his class
requirements at the Fuller Theological Seminary for
his Masters of Divinity in the Spring of 2005. Mr.
Sedlak met with the Presbytery of Tropical Florida
on May 17 to preach and be examined for ordination.
His ordination/installation at the First Presbyterian Church of Inverness was scheduled to take
place on July 23, 2006.

Priscilla Larsson with the Tree of Life

In February 2007, Session approved a motion to have the Praise and Worship Service moved
to the Sanctuary. All three worship services henceforth, would be conducted in the Sanctuary.
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The search for a permanent Director of Music Ministries was successfully concluded in 2007.
Session approved the hiring of Irene Shields as the
permanent Director effective March 1, 2007.
In May 2007, Session considered the need
for a capital fund campaign with an end goal of
$500,000. After lengthy discussion, Session approved the conduct of such a campaign to take
place over a three year period. The Church Financial Campaign Service was to be hired as consultants. The planning process was scheduled to begin
in August 2007, with the actual campaign commencing in 2008.
On May 15, 2007, Rick Roberts, church organist, submitted his letter of resignation to be effective September 9, 2007, bringing to a close his
career of 13 years with the church. The Personnel
Committee began a search for a new organist.
At the July 8, 2007 meeting of Session, a
review was made of the credentials of Harry Hershey, a candidate for the organist position. Mr. Hershey was found to be well qualified with a distinguished career. The Session voted unanimously to
hire Mr. Hershey.

Karen Medrano

The solicitation phase of the Capital Fund
Campaign was completed by March 31, 2008. A
total of $314,239 had been pledged to be given over
a three year period beginning April 1, 2008.
Although the campaign did not meet its goal
of $500,000, other blessings became apparent during the conduct of the campaign: people who had
not had contact with the church in some years were
visited, new friends were formed, members learned
about the history of the church, and a foundation
was laid for the 100 Year Anniversary.

Harry Hershey

At its meeting of November 20, 2007, Session approved the hiring of Karen Medrano as Interim Director of Music to replace Irene Shields,
who had resigned. Karen subsequently became permanent Director. Her hiring provided the church
with an outstanding music program, and she has
proved to be an asset for Inverness and the entire
regional community .

Rev. Dustin Sedlak announced to the Session on September 16, 2008, that he was submitting
a letter of resignation in order to receive a call at
another church. The dissolution of his relationship
with the First Presbyterian Church of Inverness was
the subject of a special meeting of the congregation
on October 12, 2008. A motion was made and
passed to dissolve his relationship, effective October 28, so that he could accept the call to be the
Designated Pastor of the Kirk of the Keys Presbyterian Church in Marathon, Florida.
At its October 21, 2008 meeting, the Session approved an interim personnel package: Denise Lay was given the additional duties of Youth
Director, Jenifer Billings and Brian Moore were
hired as Youth Interns, and Sarah Fiske was employed as a Sunday School Intern.
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The departure of Rev. Sedlak created somewhat of a void and added to the heavy work
load already experienced by Rev. Davies. Thus, the
Session approved the hiring of Rev. Dr. Michael
Fonfara as Parish Associate, effective November 1,
2008.

The Session approved the request, and on
Sunday, February 21, 2010, the cross was dedicated. Rev. Fonfara preached the sermon at the dedication service. In attendance were Jim’s wife, Mary
Anne, son, Jeff Hlavacek, and daughters, Susan
Lannom and Megen Lyons.

In his role as Parish Associate, Rev. Fonfara
assisted with worship services, preached in the absence of the Pastor, and visited the homebound,
hospitalized, or those confined to nursing homes.
The congregation found “Pastor Mike” to be a valuable, warm, and loving pastor.

The Hlavacek Family and the Memorial Cross

Rev. Dr. Michael Fonfara

In April 2009, the church’s van was sold.
Session approved a motion on June 16, 2009 to
lease a 15 passenger bus for a two year period. This
was the second vehicle in the church’s 100 year
history for the use and transport of the congregation.
In July 2009, Sarah Fiske, who had been
previously employed as a Sunday School Intern,
was offered and accepted the position of Administrative Assistant in the Christian Education Department.
The Session was informed at its January 19,
2010 meeting that Denise Lay had applied to the
Presbytery of Tampa Bay to attend seminary and be
taken under the care of the Session and Presbytery
as an Inquirer for the office of Minister of the Word
and Sacrament.
Upon the passing of James Hlavacek, a memorial was established for the purpose of purchasing a cross for the Sanctuary in his honor. A cross
had always been an important part of Jim’s worship
experience.

A special meeting of the Session was called
for February 23, 2010, to meet with representatives
from the Committee on Preparation for Ministry
and for Denise to discuss her request. At this meeting, a presentation was given by the Rev. Mary
McKey, from the Committee on Preparation for
Ministry, and Denise was questioned by the Session. At the conclusion of the questioning, the Session voted unanimously to approve the request for
Denise to become an Inquirer for the office of Minister of Word and Sacrament.
On October 14, 2010, Rev. Dr. Michael
Fonfara submitted a letter of resignation as Parish
Associate, effective November 1, 2010, desiring to
pursue other avenues of interest and to have the
ability to travel. The Session approved the resignation with regret at its November 16 meeting.
We can write about the brick and mortar,
the date that the church was erected, the services
that were conducted, the fellowship that took place,
but attempting to capture the very essence of the
church is an impossible task.
How can one adequately relate the feelings
you have when you see your child baptized; the
pride and joy when a wedding occurs; the sadness
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at a funeral or a memorial service; the making of
new, lifelong friends; the sharing of concerns and
the feeling of helplessness until a fellow parishioner offers words of encouragement; the somber feeling during Good Friday services, ending with the
church in total darkness; the peace and calm during
a Christmas Eve service; or the overwhelming feeling when God enters your heart, and you give your
life to Him?
Thus, we end our story of the first 100 years
of our church at the threshold of a new era, a new
century of existence for our church. We move into
this future with joy and anticipation, guided by the
words of our mission statement, so eloquently articulated by our Pastor, Rev. Craig S. Davies.
We live in a world of rapid change. It would
seem that the only certainty in life is change. The
future is uncertain. There is uncertainty about the
economy, the stability of the family, the environment, and world peace.
Although the future is uncertain, First Presbyterian Church of Inverness recognizes the need to
remain firm in its beliefs, yet flexible in its mission
to meet changes as they occur. We would endeavor
to reaffirm and reinforce Christian values. We believe the following ministries are needed to meet
the challenges of the future:
·

The primary mission of First Presbyterian
Church is to encourage each person to develop
a personal relationship with God in Jesus
Christ. This is possible as the church provides
opportunities for meaningful, inspiring worship
and growth in personal discipleship of Scripture, prayer, the devotional life and service to
others.

·

Further, we believe that First Presbyterian
Church shall continue to be a fellowship in
which there is the attitude of openness in understanding the Christian faith. We are enriched to
the degree that we share our faith with people
of divergent views. We are a caring community
of Christians who mutually support one another
in our efforts to pursue the highest Christian
moral and ethical behavior.

·

We will continue to promote the sanctity of the
Christian family, the sacredness of Christian
marriage, and healthy relationships in the home
between parents and children.

·

We will continue to provide a support community wherein children and youth may be nurtured
to grow in an atmosphere of God’s love. We
would like to enlarge this ministry by providing
an environment where children and youth may
enjoy support of peers, develop Christian values, and commit themselves to act upon their
belief in Jesus Christ.

·

First Presbyterian believes that every Christian
should exercise the ministry of invitation. We
will encourage the people of our congregation
to lead others to accept Jesus Christ and to invite others to participate in the life of the congregation. We believe that as the early apostles
proclaimed their faith in Jesus Christ, so we
must proclaim our faith in Him.

·

First Presbyterian Church has made major contributions to support those in need in Inverness,
the nation, and the world. In the coming years,
we desire to enlarge our commitment to these
projects as well as finding new avenues of mission support.

First Presbyterian Church will continue to
exist as a community of faith. It will offer a center
where all may worship, study God’s Word, find fellowship, and enjoy Christian friendships. No
church, however, can exist in a vacuum. We are
concerned about the health of our community. In
our changing society, therefore we must give increased attention to meeting the unique needs of the
elderly, the divorced, the single parent, the young
unmarried, and so forth.
Believing in the above, we will work diligently to attain these goals. Through our faith in
God, our personal relationship with Jesus Christ,
and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we can fulfill
the purpose for which we were called.
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Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)

Presbyterians
Loving, Caring, and Sharing
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The 2011 Board of Deacons

Back Row: Mary Mc Dowell, Frank Mattox, Gail Hill, Michael Lay (Moderator),
John Burgess, Cody Pearson, Rev. Craig Davies. Front Row: Judy Morris,
Phyliss Neal, Lila Rose, Susan Simpkins, Nancy Hindalong, Cheryl DeVore,
A. J. Smith. Absent: Chris Christopher Edney, Pedro Fuentes.

The 2011 Session

Back Row: Dan Foster (Treasurer), David Fields, Richard Saari, Amy Coleman, Robert Suplee,
John Engberg, Rev. Craig Davies, Sonny Jaros, Earl Gyson, Donald Bailey, Robert Purcell (Clerk
of Session), Robert Morris, Paul Alford. Front Row: Sylvia McKean, Gail Fiske, Deborah O’Leary,
Linda Caward, Caryl Birstler, Mary Beth Smith. Absent: Ben Edney, Earle (Chuck) Kircoaf.
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Our Youth Group

Rev. Davies Baptizes His First Grand Child

Work Day - Sprucing up the Area
Our Bell Choir

Cedarkirk 2010

Kacie Sherouse Portrays
a Bethlehem Market Visitor
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Andre Wade, Heidi Sturtevant, and Karen Dallas
Enjoy the Fellowship With Other Diners

The Wilsons Portray the Holy Family
at the Bethlehem Market

Gail Sturtevant in Her Meals on Wheels Office
Summer Picnic

Children’s Church

The Kitchen Crew Prepares Another “Feast”
Page 37

The Chancel Choir
Frank and Audrey Mattox
Celebrate Their 50th Anniversary

Paisley Greer

Children Take Part in Our Christmas Pageant

One of Our First Praise Teams
Our Youth Group at Work
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Bobby Batten Plays the Drums at a
Praise and Worship Service

Rev. Davies Rehearses for a Dramatic
Dialog as Pontius Pilate

The Lay Wedding Party
Laying Sod at a New Habitat for Humanity Home

Children Enjoy the Bonfire at an
Outing at the Mattox Farm

Nancy Pekins and Joan Fritzeen Prepare a Men’s
Fellowship Breakfast
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Tuesday Morning Prayer Gathering

Brian Wisner Receives His
Eagle Scout Certificate

Aura Batten Contemplates a Taste of
Cotton Candy at the Fall Fest

Ruth Rackley and Rev. Davies

Sam Glionna on the Keyboard

Youth at Work During
Mission Trip

Heidi Sturtevant, Audrey Mattox, and Dee Dee GrimesEnjoy the
Cool Afternoon Shade at Fall Fest
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Appendix I

Elizabeth Graham
Her Reflections
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Early History Of The First Presbyterian Church
of Inverness, Florida
By Elizabeth Graham
The letter below was prepared by Elizabeth
Graham in December 1977. Elizabeth was the first
child baptized in the Main Street church. Her
grandmother, Mrs. Jane Mecklin, her father and
mother, Mr. & Mrs. E.P Graham, and her older
sister, Mary, were all charter members of the
church. Elizabeth passed into eternal peace in
1989.

met once a month at one of the homes. All the
women would take their small children and let them
play in the back yard till the meeting was over. We
all had a very happy time playing together.

The program for the meeting consisted of a
prayer, secretary report, and articles from the Christian Observer were read and discussed. Then the
business for the next month was discussed and duties assigned. Two ladies would be appointed to
I was asked to write what I was told by my
clean the church each Sunday. It must be swept,
family, on the early history of our Inverness Presdusted, and cleaned thoroughly. The oil lamps that
byterian Church. I will try to do my best, as the first
were on each side of the windows needed oil
years were before I was born, but I have heard it
changed, wicks cleaned and trimmed, and the chimmany times.
neys polished. Choir and everywhere
My family consisted of my
father, Evins, and my mother, Mary I n the summer we else were cleaned. In the winter the
old wood heaters were cleaned and
Graham, my older sister, Mary, and
Sunday wood brought in. This was done evemy grandmother, Mrs. Jane Mecklin. enjoyed
week all winter. Also at these
She was also Malcolm A. Smith’s School
picnics. ry
meetings, it was decided who would
grandmother. He was one of our elSome were at the entertain the preacher on his two
ders for many years. We lived in
C o o p e r trips each month. He came on SaturFloral City; however, the Presbyteri- F o r t
day p.m. by train, and left Monday
an Church was discontinued there Spring. We would
afternoon. Some times he brought his
for some reason.
enjoy wading in wife with him. All of this kept womMy family soon moved to
en in our church well occupied.
spring and
Inverness, and my grandmother the
On Easter the children were
wrote to the Presbytery and asked stepping on the
made
very
happy by an Easter egg
them to consider organizing a Preshunt.
The
church
yard was too small
byterian Church in Inverness. They places where it
to hide the eggs, so we often had it in
sent a minister to look over the pos- bubbled up…
our yard; if not there, we would have
sibilities, and it resulted in the beginit, about where the Kash and Karry
ning of our first Presbyterian Church in Inverness.
store now stands. There were large pine trees there.
The Baptists kindly offered to let us use
The pine needles were a fine place to hide the eggs.
their church two Sundays each month. This continOn Christmas two of the Deacons would
ued until we were able to build our own church.
take two wagons; one for the kids and one for the
Our church and I grew up together as I was
tree, and we would go to get the Christmas tree. Mr.
the first baby baptized after the church was orgaRamsey had an orange grove, and on the way we
nized.
would stop at his grove and fill the kids up with oranges and tangerines.
We finally moved into our own little
church. It was on the lot which Hagar & Brannen
The tree was always a big beautiful spruce.
Insurance now occupy.
That afternoon the children were not allowed in the
church while the women decorated the tree, filled
The women soon organized what they
candy bags, and placed the presents on the tree.
named the “Women’s Missionary Society.” They

I
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That night the children sang carols and recited little
poems. The story of the first Christmas was told,
and the presents distributed.
In the summer we enjoyed Sunday School
picnics. Some were at the Fort Cooper Spring. We
would enjoy wading in the spring and stepping on
the places where it bubbled up. It was in its natural
state then. We also had fish frys at Homosassa and
Crystal River.
One afternoon in the 1920’s, I went home
after school and a visitor was there. My mother introduced her to me. Her name was Mrs. Sales. She
was visiting each one of the Missionary Society
members. The object was to organize the Missionary Society into “The Women of the Church" that
we now have. That was the last of the Missionary
Society and the beginning of the Women of the
Church.

Our little Missionary Society is gone, but it
is not forgotten, as long as I live. I never did belong
to it because I was not old enough, but it started a
work that our women are still keeping up today.
I would like to add that most of the people;
men, women and children, who were members of
our church in that long time ago have died. There
are still three children left. They are Malcolm Smith,
Nellie Johnston, and myself. Nellie’s mother, Mrs
J.E. Johnston, is still alive and lives in Winter Garden.
I just thought I would like to offer a tribute
to all of those old members who have gone on. If
these men and women hadn’t worked as hard as
they did, we would not have our church to attract all
the people who have joined us.
They worked to start the wonderful growing
church we have today.
Elizabeth Graham

Elizabeth Graham
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Our Pastors
1911-2011
Stated Supply
Rev. J.E.W. Roseborough

Rev. D.H. Dupuy

Rev. J.H. Winnard

Rev. W.P. Hensely

Rev. J.R.C. Brown

Rev. George W. Sysoc

Rev. E.C. Clyde

Rev. F.F. Schell

Rev. T.P. Walton

Rev. A.R. Shaw

Rev. W.K. Blake

Rev. E.B. Mcgill

Rev. S.H. Eshran

Rev. G.E. Albright

Rev. R.L. Torrence

Rev. M.S. Avery

Rev. S. Milton

Rev. Carl May

Rev. T.B. Hoover

Rev. J.H. Gruver

Rev. L.E. Mceldowney

Rev. Charles Mills

Rev. R.R. Gates

Called
Rev. Brownlee

1950-1956

Rev. R.E. Walker

1956-1959

Rev. James C. Clark

1960-1964

Rev. John R. Williams

Interim Pastor, 1964-1964

Rev. Harry Paschall

1964-1969

Rev. Ralph Hoffman, D.D.

1969-1989

Rev. Robert Gray

Associate Pastor, 1978-1988

Rev. Bruce Wismer

Associate Pastor, 1987-1993

Rev. Ormond L. Hampton, Jr.

Interim Pastor, 1989-1990

Rev. Glen Nagel

1990-1991

Rev. Raymond Davies

Interim Pastor, 1992-1993

Rev. Steve Robertson

Associate Pastor, 1995-2000

Rev. Craig S. Davies

1993-Present

Rev. Dustin Sedlak

Associate Pastor, 2006-2008

Rev. Michael E. Fonfara, D.Min.

Parish Associate, 2008-2010
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Charter Members

Evins Porterfield Graham & Wife
Mary Willian (Mecklin) Graham

Mr. & Mrs. J. K. Kelley

I

n 1907, Evins Porterfield
Graham and his wife, Mary
William (Mecklin) Graham, moved
from Floral City to Inverness. They had
attended the Presbyterian Church in
Floral City; however, that church had
closed its doors. Mrs. Graham’s mother, Jane Mecklin, wrote to the Presbytery and asked them to consider organizing a Presbyterian Church in Inverness.
Strauss Lloyd

The Presbytery sent a representative to explore the possibility and
in 1911, the Rev. J.E.W. Roseborough,
along with the Grahams and 23 members of the community, organized the
First Presbyterian Church of Inverness.
Twenty-two of these members came by
letter. Three came by profession of
faith.

Miss Mary Graham
Taken in June 1920

Malcolm Augustus Smith, Sr.

Here on this page are pictures
of several charter members. Unfortunately, pictures of all of them could not
be found.
Mrs. Jane Mecklin

Mariah Young Smith
Wife of Malcolm A. Smith
James Matthew Smith

Mrs. J. E. Johnston & Mrs. Joe Savary
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Elder Emeritus
During the past 100 years, there have been numerous members who have given
their time, talent, and treasure to the church as Elders and Deacons. It is impossible to
identify each and every one and to attempt to recognize their contributions. There have
been those who have prepared the elements for the Holy Communion, served Communion, served as ushers, worked on committees, worked in the kitchen, donated both
small and large sums of money, helped with janitorial duties, taught or helped with
Sunday school, recorded church history, been Clerk of Session, or done yard work. The
list can go on and on.
But in this group are 17 members who have been honored for their exceptional
work and love of the church. Our history reveals that these individuals have given
much of their time and have made a difference in the administration of the church over
the past 100 years. These individuals have been recognized and have been bestowed
the honor and title of Elder Emeritus:
James K. Kelley
Otto A. Allen
John F. Allen
Samuel E. Atkins
John L. Linton
Sam Shotwell

Benjamin F. Dibble
Dorland Van Dusen
Clarence E. (Shorty) Long
Robert A. Cunningham
Harry Rackley, Jr.
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Malcolm A. Smith
Dr. R. Harrell Martin
Charles Everingham
George Day
Del Lange
Sylvia Uzzell McKean

Appendix V
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Women of Our Church
Too often, the contributions made by the women of the church, to the community and to the world at large tend to be taken for granted, are overlooked, or simply
are not recognized. Since our church’s inception, women have not only played a key
role, but have directed and guided many of its missions, programs, and have served the
congregation and the community in innumerable ways.
Beginning shortly after the church was organized, the women of the church
served what was then known as the “Women’s Missionary Society.” They met monthly
and became responsible for keeping the church clean, filling and maintaining the oil
lamps within the church, cleaning out the wood heaters, and taking turns entertaining
the visiting pastors on their trips to the church every two weeks.
In the 1920’s, the Women’s Missionary Society became the “Women of the
Church” and are now officially known as Women of the Church of the First Presbyterian Church and are a part of District 1, Presbytery of Tampa Bay, Synod of the South
Atlantic.
The purpose of the organization and program is to provide opportunities for
women, as individuals and in groups, to grow in the knowledge of Christ and be
strengthened as members of His Body in the contemporary world, in order that they
may understand and fulfill the particular responsibilities they have in the family, in the
congregation, in the community, and around the world.
Every woman on the membership rolls of the church is a member of the Women of the Church. Women of the community, not members of the church, can become
members of the organization and may be elected to any office except President or Vice
President.

Women of the Church
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The Rose Window
A gift of friends to friends
With its quiet cathedral
Colors, shall ever be a
Satisfying benediction to all
Who worship here in the
Words of Jesus proclaim;
“Ye are my friends.”

Page 69

The Rose Window
This beautiful and meaningful work of art
was given to the First Presbyterian Church of Inverness by the Trinity United Presbyterian Church in
Uniontown, Pennsylvania. The window had been
installed in the Second Presbyterian Church of Uniontown which had been built in 1903. The window
was designed and produced by the Pittsburg Stained
Glass Studios.
When that church merged with the First
Presbyterian Church, and became the Trinity Presbyterian Church, the decision was made to have the
congregation housed in what had been the First
Presbyterian Church. The window became available in 1962, and through the efforts of the Rev.
Doctor James C. Clark, who was Pastor when the
Grace Street Church was being built; the window
was shipped by train from Uniontown to Ocala.

Dusen, and Fred Mahlman, were recruited by Rev.
Clark to meet the train in Ocala and transport the
window to Inverness. Upon arrival at the construction site in Inverness, a crane had to be rented by
the contractor to have the window installed.
When the property on Grace Street was sold
to make room for the expansion of Citrus Memorial
Hospital, building plans began for our new church,
and it was decided during the planning that the window would be a great addition to the new Sanctuary. The window is believed to be between 109 and
116 years old having been installed in the Uniontown Church between 1895 and 1903. The window
has been with the First Presbyterian Church of Inverness for the past 49 years.

Three members of the church, Eugene
Meahl, who owned a pickup truck, Dorland Van

The Rose Window
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The “Petals” of the Rose Window
are Symbolic of the Disciples
St. Paul
Bible and Sword

St. Phillip
Cross and Loaves

St. James
Shells

St. Bartholomew
Knife and Book

St. Andrew
Fish

St. Matthew
Money Bags

St. John
Cup and Serpent

St. Simon
Fish and Book

St. Thomas
Square and Saw

St. Matthias
Book and Cleaver

St. James the
Less

St. Peter
Keys
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Stephen Ministry
The Stephen Ministry Program at First
Presbyterian Church is part of an international
program of lay-Christian care-giving. Stephen
Ministry is trans-denominational and was developed by Dr. Kenneth Hauck, a Lutheran pastor
in St. Louis, Missouri, in 1975, who envisioned
people in his congregation caring for each other
as they went through life-changing crisis/
challenging life experiences. Stephen Ministers
are highly trained to walk along side someone
who is hurting as they seek to find answers to
healing through Jesus Christ.
Rev. Craig Davies envisioned this lay
care-giving ministry for our church. Once the
Board of Deacons and the Session approved our
church’s participation, Rev. Davies, Denise
Lay, Director of Christian Education, Gail Hill,
and Mary Widenor attended a required, rigorous
week-long training in Orlando, Florida in June
of 2005. They were Commissioned as our first
Stephen Leaders during Worship on Sunday,
August 8, 2005.
Immediately our Stephen Leaders started recruiting members of our congregation who
felt the Holy Spirit leading them to be trained in
this one-to-one, confidential lay ministry. A
“Nuts & Bolts” informational luncheon was
held on Sunday, September 25, 2005. Nine
members of our church family stepped out in
faith to be part of the first Stephen Ministry
training class. Members of the first training
class were: Mary Foster, Eric Fritzeen, Joan
Fritzeen, Mary Hornaday, Tanya Jaros, Dick
Jones, Dottie Jones, Bonnie Purcell, and Marian
Strohl.
The required 50 hour training sessions
were held on Monday evenings from 6:45 p.m.
until 9:15 p.m., starting in November 2005. The
first class was Commissioned during Worship
on Sunday, April 23, 2006.

Jim McKenzie, Mozelle McKenzie, and Stefan
Stuart
Commissioned in June 2008: Cheryl DeVore, Ron DeVore, Terri Spong, Lois Spurgin,
Wendy Stillwell, and Kenn Thornton
Commissioned in June 2009: Lacey
Birstler, Ben Edney, Gail Fiske, and Carol
Kircoaf
Commissioned in June 2010: Ray Birstler and Pedro Fuentes
The following members have also been
Commissioned as Stephen Leaders: Mary Foster and Bonnie Purcell (2006); Wilma Kepler
(2008); Wendy Stillwell (2009); Carol Kircoaf
(2010)
When Stephen Ministers start their training they are asked to make a two-year commitment to our church family. It is to God’s glory
that some of our Stephen Ministers are in their
sixth year of serving Christ and our church family in this caring ministry.
Stephen Ministers are trained in the following areas to prepare them for their caregiving relationships: understanding feelings,
listening, Christian caring techniques, maintaining boundaries, confidentiality, and grief. They
also participate in continuing education as long
as they are an active Stephen Minister.
Care-receivers are usually members of
our church family; however, we have felt called
to “tithe” this God-given resource to include
friends, family, and neighbors of our church
family upon occasion.
With the help of God and prayers of the
congregation, our Stephen Ministry program
will continue to be strong and help those who
are going through crisis/challenging life experiences.

With the blessing of God, our Stephen
Ministry program has continued to grow as our
members have felt God’s calling to care for others in this special way. To date, we have had a
total of five training classes and have Commissioned a total of 25 Stephen Ministers and a total of nine Stephen Leaders.
Commissioned in April 2007: Ira Beach,
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First Presbyterian Church
206 Washington Avenue
Inverness, FL 34450-4942
A Stephen Ministry Congregation

