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Mission Statement: “To 
know Jesus Christ 
personally, to make 
Him known, and to 

reflect His love through  
worship, education, and 

service to all.” 

 “Truly I tell 
you, anyone  
who will not  
receive the  

kingdom of God like a 
little child  
will never  
enter it.” 

 

Mark 10:15 

Random Thoughts 
On Accountability 

Nations and individuals are accountable to God for 
their moral character. Neither will survive if they 
refuse to acknowledge a divine authority and are 
committed to the basic tenets of honor. 

 To be accountable is to be agreeable and accept  
other’s ideas as valid as yours (let them talk as much as you do - the fewer 
the facets the cheaper the diamond or less idea and views less information). 

 To be answerable is to know everyone answers to someone (every 
wake in the water rocks every boat - how much depends on both the  
condition, size, and location of each boat).  

 Remember the ad? “Ring around the collar” when the woman feels 
guilt because her husband’s shirt has a ring around the collar. Why didn’t 
anyone ever ask, “Why doesn’t the husband wash his neck?” 

 Open minded verses closed minded is either I think you count or I 
don’t think you count. (No snowflake in an avalanche ever feels responsible. 
No raindrop in a flood ever feels responsible. No one in a war ever feels 
responsible. No person in a book burning community ever feels responsible. 
No person who stands by and lets others s destroy our freedom ever feels 
responsible). 

 What is a citizen? He or she is a resident of my street, community, 
state, nation, continent, and world (no one can withdraw from life - we  
cannot isolate ourselves in any corner of this planet - it is too large and still 
growing - every one’s actions affect the others). 

 To be responsible is to fulfill our duty to all others (God so loved the 
world - not just some of it or one particular people or area, but all of it.)    
People who blame others for the problems of the world haven’t begun to 
learn about life. People who blame themselves for the problems of the world  
(Continued on Page 2) 

Dr. Dennis R. Bennett 
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 Random Thoughts 
On Accountability 

 

 

(Continued from Page 1) 

have begun their education. And people who blame 
no one for the world’s problems have finished their 
education. Accept sin [to miss the mark (law of love/
hallmark of the Christ)] as part of the landscape and 
accept the fact that love/holiness can only come 
through blameless people responsible to God. 

 Thru Hosea, God warns Israel, the world and 
us that eventually all will be held accountable to 
God, because it’s God’s world. Do we as a nation or 
me as a person feel more accountable to ourselves, 
family, religion, causes, nation, or world, than we do 
toward God?  

 If this message is true it means we as a  
nation won’t survive. We will go the way of all 
self-serving, self-centered peoples. 

 It has been a long time since we have seen 
each other, and now we are slowly and cautiously 
opening back up. As a friendly reminder, we have 
sanitizing stations located by the Narthex, restrooms,  
lobby, Fellowship Hall, kitchen, and the main office, 
and a sanitizing station has recently been installed at 
the rear of the Sanctuary. 

 We have replaced all soap dispensers in  
restrooms with antibacterial/microbial soaps. We are 
using UVC lighting, which I would like to have 
installed in every room in the church. The air 
conditioning filters are replaced every 30 days with 
HEPA filters, and copper tape has been placed on 
contact areas such as door handles. The church is 
sterilized from top to bottom daily, and we use some 
of the best cleaning chemicals.  

 We have installed signs and placed tape every 
six feet as a reminder to practice social distancing. 

We offer face masks for those who do not have one. 
Hopefully, this will ease some of your concerns. 

 Also, we would like to express our  
appreciation to Kenn Thornton, who welcomes you 
and takes your temperature on Sunday. Additionally, 
she is in training to be a "first responder" here at 
church. We can’t express how much it means to all 
of us. So, thank you, Kenn - you are truly an angel! 

 Lastly, we want to note that an official Safety 
Committee is being developed here at church. So 
good things are happening during this time. 

 God bless everyone and please stay safe and 
follow the rules - stay six feet apart, wash your 
hands, and don’t forget to wear your mask. 

Danny Sullivan, Facility Manager 
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Sunday School 
Sundays 10:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m. 

 
Kids & Youth 

Kids and Youth Sunday School is on summer 
break, but will resume in the fall. 

Adults  
Scripture Searchers 

 Scripture Searchers are meeting in Fellowship 
Hall while following CDC protocols for safety. 

 The Sermon on the Mount contains some of 
Jesus' most profound and most memorable teachings. 
What might these teachings have meant to his 
disciples, and to the others who first heard them? 

 How do they enhance our reading of the rest 
of the Gospel of Matthew, and how do they speak 
across the centuries to listeners today?  

 How, if we pay careful attention to his words, 
does Jesus provide us a roadmap to living as God 
would have us live.  

 Consider joining us between the 9:00 a.m. 
and 11:00 a.m. worship services. Lessons in 
September and October will begin with 10 minute 
videos, while leaving us lots of time for discussion. 
Come when you can; leave when you must. 

Small Groups 

Lunch and Bible Study 
 You are invited on a brown bag luncheon 
journey on Biblical Route 3:16 with your tour guide 
Dr. Dennis Bennett at noon on Tuesdays in  
Fellowship Hall.  

 This is “A Walk Through Every Book of the 
Bible,” followed by a brown bag lunch. It was hit in 
1996! It will help you see the theological thread that 
is woven through our Holy Scriptures! 

 You won’t want to miss this special kind of 
Bible Study opportunity, so pack your brown bag and 
put this exciting trip on your calendar now. 

 

Thursdays Are Back 
 What are you doing on Thursdays? Come join 
the Thursday Bible Study group that will resume on 
September 24 in the church Fellowship Hall. The 
time is 10:00 a.m.  

 During the first session, we‘ll decide on our 
next Bible Study emphasis and catch up on “personal 
tales of pandemic living!” What is God teaching us 
amidst all these coronavirus trials? Let’s talk about 
it!  

 Bring your Bible, your suggestions, and a 
yearning for those homemade cookies. Facial masks 
and social distancing will be practiced   �   did you 
ever think you would visit your bank lobby or your 
church Sanctuary wearing a mask? 2020 - a year to 
remember! For more information, phone Frank or 
Audrey Mattox at 341-2484. See you Thursday,  
September 24! 
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June Financial Picture 
Our receipts of pledged income for July 

were $28,649, over budget by a  
little more than $7,000, however,  

unbudgeted and loose 
change receipts were 
down about $2,651. In 
the expense column, 

we were under budget by a little over $16,000. Thus 
we ended the month with a surplus of $15,486.14, 
and a year-to-date surplus of $39,189.66. 

 

Scholarships 
 Regarding scholarships, we have received 
only one thus far this year, and we have not received 
transcripts from those who are eligible for an 
additional scholarship this year.  

 

On-Line Giving 

If you are interested in making your 
contributions other than by cash or check, a good 
way to pay your pledge is to call or go to your bank 
and arrange to have it automatically withdrawn by 
bill pay. You can also make individual contributions 
at home via on-line banking.  

Another way, which will save you some tax 
money in the end, is to have your IRA required 
minimum distribution sent directly to the church. 
That’s a good idea. 

 If you have any questions, please don’t  
hesitate to contact me or a member of the Budget, 
Finance, and Stewardship Committee. 

Betty Jones, Treasurer 

 

Memorial Gifts 
Remembering Our Loved Ones 

We thank you for your gifts of remembrance 
for Cheryl DeVore. 

Remembering a loved one 
with a Memorial Gift is a 
permanent tribute. You may 
acknowledge them and their 
lives by bringing or mailing 
your gift to the church office. 
You may also place it in the 

offering plate. 

Please indicate clearly that your donation is a 
Memorial Gift, the name of the individual who is 
being remembered, and the name of the individual 
who is the donor. These gifts are recorded in the 
church Memorial Book located in the stand beneath 
the Tree of Life in the Narthex. 

Care Committee, Memorials 
Susan Simpkins 

 

 

 

Happenings in Citrus County! 

Have you seen the recent 
articles and the editorial in the 
Citrus County Chronicle 
concerning our local Habitat 

for Humanity affiliate? Our 
HFH is well known throughout 

the national Habitat Family, and our church family 
has officially been part of the local HFH since House 
number 37 in 2008. 

 This summer House number 200 was 
completed and dedicated to a young mom, Eugenia  

(Continued on Page 5) 
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Wilkins, and her daughter. The contribution of our 
church family and friends to the Wilkins’ home is a 
brand new Whirlpool washer and dryer. 

 Counting the Wilkins’ washer and dryer set, 
our total donation is 163 sets in the past 12 years. 
That makes for a whole lot of washing and drying! 
Thank you to everyone who continues to be part of 
the blessing for these local Habitat families. It's a 
hometown mission! 

 Any comments or suggestions? Call Audrey 
Mattox from the Mission Committee at 341-2484 for 
anything Habitat! Twenty more homes are 
scheduled to be built this year, even in-the-midst of 
the pandemic. Now that’s FAITH-IN-ACTION! 

 

 

 

 

Ready to Pack & Party? 

 Yes, there will be an Operation Christmas 
Child “packing party” this year. The date is 
Wednesday, September 16, the time 6:00 p.m., and 
the place is our Fellowship Hall. All year long, 
we’ve been collecting shoebox items for our 
Operation Christmas Child packing party, and come 
September 16 we’re going to pack them. 

 Our traditional packing party will be a little 
different this year since we will be operating  
under the CDC guidelines. Thus, we must limit  
participants to 50 packers. All must wear face 
masks, and maintain social distancing. But, if every-
one packs at least four boxes, we can match the  
total of 200 boxes that we packed at last year’s  
kick-off party.  

 Due to our church kitchen being closed for 
food preparation, we will have a complimentary 

boxed meal. Bring a lawn chair, and we will enjoy a 
picnic together under the shade trees. What a great 
way to celebrate coming back together - filling 200 
shoeboxes on a mission project. If you feel 
comfortable “getting out and about,” make sure you 
contact the church office at 637-0770 to make your 
reservation, since attendance is limited to 50 people. 

 For those who are not yet ready to venture 
from home, we’ll have the red & green shoeboxes 
available for pick-up at the church that you can fill 
at home. 

 Christmas is coming regardless of the  
pandemic, and a filled shoebox will be a bright light 
of God’s love to hurting children all over the world. 
Our mission doesn’t stop! Any questions? Phone 
Audrey Mattox, our Operation Christmas Child  
advocate, at 34l-2484, to catch the vision. 

 

 

 This has been a long time coming, and 
finally we are getting our Outreach Committee back 
in operation. The committee will meet on  
Monday, September 21, at 10:30 a.m. We will be 
getting our thoughts together for the upcoming year.  

 Unfortunately this year, 2020, - the year of 
the Pandemic - we had to cancel several planned and 
scheduled events. Let’s make up for this and get 
going early in planning for a blowout year in 2021.  

Linda Waldron 
Chair  

(Continued from Page 4) 

“Use what talent you possess. 
The woods would be very silent if 
no birds sang except those who 

sang best.” 

     —Henry Van Dyke 
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    In Sympathy 
 The congregation would like to extend its 
most heartfelt condolences to the Hendrick family 
on the passing of Bill Harrison, Susan’s father, who 
entered the Life Eternal on August 14, 2020.  

 We also would like to express our deepest 
sympathy to the family of long time member Vanna 
Johnson, who passed into the Life Triumphant on 
August 21, 2020; and to the family of Fred 
(Mickey) Cridland, who was called home to the 
Lord on August 22, 2020. 

 Please keep these families in your prayers, 
as they mourn the loss of their loved ones. 

 

 

 

  
To All My Sisters & Brothers in Christ, 

 We thank you all for your prayers, calls, and 
cards. We both are feeling much better. Thanks for 
your concerns. Hope to be back at church soon. 
Thank you all and God bless. 

Yours in Christ, 
Nora & Trevor Campbell 

 

Dear Church Family, 

 Thanks to everyone for your cares and 
concerns. I received so many phone calls and well 
wishes from many of my Presbyterian Church 
family regarding my episode last Sunday (August 2) 
during worship service. I am feeling and doing 
much better now. 

Terrie Christophers 

 Our kudos and thanks to Kyle Coleman for 
the incredible job he has done in improving our 
Washington Avenue entrance! This is part of his 
Eagle Scout project. It looks terrific, and it’s a great  
improvement! 

Bob Morris 
Property Committee 

Which of these was not 
one of the 10 plagues 
God brought against 
Egypt to persuade 

Pharaoh to let the He-
brew people go? 

A.an abundance of frogs 
B. the Nile River turned to blood 
C. the collapse of the pyramids 
D. thick darkness 

Answer: See Exodus 7:14 - 12:32 
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 When Gail Hill moved to Inverness with her 
mom in 1999 to be close to Craig and Marcia 
Davies’ family, we had no idea that for twenty years 
she would be a special blessing within our 
community.   

 As a retired guidance counselor, Gail came 
prepared for her innumerable services within our 
church family. She volunteered to serve in our office 
as interim receptionist /secretary, and volunteered in 
several capacities within our school system. She 
taught a crocheting class at the women’s jail, and in 
2001 initiated a Women’s Bible Study that she led 
in our parlor on Sunday mornings, while becoming a 
confidante for the women who attended.  

 When the Praise and Worship Service was 
moved from Sunday evening to Sunday morning, 
Gail felt called to continue having God’s Word 
available on Sunday evenings, so she started leading 
the Open Door Bible Study on Sunday evenings for 
the following ten years. 

 In addition to her activities within 
Presbyterian Women, Gail helped both individuals 
and families in various ways. Whenever anyone was 
in need, Gail was there praying, counseling, 
providing devotionals, sewing, knitting, or perhaps 
just listening. 

 It is with this caring attitude that Gail was 
instrumental in starting our local Stephen Ministry 

Program, where she faithfully served during her 
tenure with us. It’s not surprising that she continued 
to teach by example as she demonstrated strength 
and grace during her own treatments for cancer. 

 Last year, Gail prepared to join her family in 
Tallahassee. Once there, she started leading a Bible 
Study at The Grove. She said, “it has been amazing 
to see how God has gathered us believers together 
to form a “community” filled with love, compassion, 
and encouragement...all virtual strangers from all 
walks of life...gathered to study God’s Word 
together in these strange times. God is good and His 
Word is true! I miss my church family...but, God has 
truly put me in a good place.” 

 With a few pieces of furniture that Gail 
donated to the Annual Trash and Treasure event, 
we’ve created Gail’s Friendship Corner in 
Fellowship Hall where we continue celebrating her 
service to others. This small area is a place for Bible 
Study, for prayer, for sharing a confidential 
conversation, for listening to one another, or perhaps 
for a bit of laughter.  

 It’s with thankfulness that as God shares 
Gail’s spirit of service to others, we salute her, along 
with other special women who sacrificially share the 
love of Jesus Christ within their community. 

Here, having a 
relaxing time in 
Gail’s Friendship 
Corner, are Betty 

Paschall, Diane and 
Jim Freund, and  

Bruce Cook. 
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Editor’s Corner 

 Each month the Pres-
By-Lines is available for view-
ing or download on our web-
site www.fpcinverness.org. It 
also is available in print  
at the Ask Me Information 
Desk in the Narthex and  

in the lobby adjacent to the church office. 

 Please note, the deadline for the October 
issue is Tuesday, September 15. 

 

Committee chairper-
sons and others who have 

news, comments, or sugges-
tions should place the items in 

John Engberg’s church office 
mailbox, or email them to him at 

mrbyte@earthlink.net, or to the church at 
fpcinvoffice@gmail.com. 

John Engberg 
Editor 

 
 

DEADLIN
E 

Patriot’s Day 

September 7th 

September 13th 
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