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Order of Worship

11th Sunday After Pentecost

August 23, 2020

PREPARATION AND PRAISE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP (God hears all we say behind and in front of our masks in life) Psalm
150
Pastor: Praise the Lord. Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens.
PEOPLE: Praise him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing greatness.
Pastor: Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the harp and lyre,
PEOPLE: Praise him with timbrel and dancing, praise him with the strings and pipe,
Pastor: Praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with resounding cymbals.
PEOPLE: Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.
ALL: Praise the Lord.
LET US ALL STAND (*indicates standing)
*HYMN #455 verses 1,3 & 6
“All Creatures of Our God and King ”
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)
Eternal Father, guardian of our lives: we confess that we are children of dust,
unworthy of your gracious care. We have not loved as we ought to love, nor lived as you
command, and our years are soon gone. Lord you alone are eternally good and holy.
Purify us your saints and make us brave disciples, who carry forth the good news of
your son Christ Jesus. We do not ask you to keep us safe, but to keep us loyal, so we may
serve him. Forgive us for following short of him. Have mercy on us. Forgive our sin and
raise us to a new and holy life, so that as long as we live we will serve you through Christ
our Lord. Amen. (followed by a period of silent confession)
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (responsively)
Pastor: Friends, the good news of the gospel is that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us. Believe the good news: in Jesus, God’s grace has redeemed us and claimed us as His own
forevermore!
PEOPLE: Hallelujah! Praise God!
*GLORIA PATRI - in the Hymnal
IN WITNESS OF THE WORD
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER, (“Debts”, “Debtors”)
*HYMN

“Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus”

SCRIPTURE READING
ANTHEM

Psalm 149
Joy Wilson and Karen Medrano

“5” Points of Calvinism Our Theological Heritage
(As stated at Synod of Dort 1618)
Total Depravity - Romans 3:21-27 - “dumb- ignorant- stupid- or holy?” August 2
Unconditional Election - Romans 5:1-11 - “Justified” August 9
Limited Atonement - Romans 6:23 - “Limited?” August 16
Irresistible Grace - Romans 8:18-28 - “All Saints” August 23
Perseverance of the Saints - Romans 8:30-39 - “The Way God Designed It” August 30
SCRIPTURE READING
SERMON

Romans 8:18-23
Irresistible Grace � “All Saints”

Dr. Dennis Bennett

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
*BEARING WITNESS TO OUR FAITH (in unison)
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into
hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
For now we will acknowledge our offerings that we will put in the plate as we leave this
place!
*OFFERTORY PRAYER
*CLOSING HYMN

Amazing Grace, My Chains Are Gone

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Rick Dahlinger

*Indicates to please stand if you are able.
THE END OF OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP THE BEGINNING OF OUR WORSHIP AS SERVICE.
Next Sunday, August 30, 2020
5th Point - Perseverance of the Saints - Romans 8:30-39
“The Way God Designed It”
Dr. Dennis Bennett will be preaching

Welcome

Especially to those who may be worshiping with us for the first time.
We pray that you experience Christ’s presence in our midst, and that it will sustain you in
the week ahead. We hope you will consider making First Presbyterian Church your
church home in Inverness.
The Nursery is temporary closed due to COVID-19 pandemic.
In an effort to reduce the risk and impact of the COVID-19 virus, First Presbyterian
Church is practicing social distancing and wearing masks in Christian love.

Silence Your Cell Phone

As a courtesy to others, please silence your cell phone during all worship services.

Scripture Searchers Bible Study

Scripture Searchers Bible Study will meet on Sundays in Fellowship Hall from 10:00 a.m. to
10:45 a.m. The five lessons in August will be centered around Jesus and the Sea of Galilee.
Jesus loved the Sea of Galilee! It is mentioned 40 times in the New Testament. Jeanie Roberts
will guide us as we virtually put our toes in the sand and get our feet wet with these beloved
seaside stories.
For the safety of all, masks will be required at all times, and social/physical distancing must
be observed. We will continue to use the Narthex entrance and be screened before entering the
building. We will use only the door nearest the Prayer Garden. There will be no access to any
other part of the church past the Fellowship Hall. Doors will be locked to the kitchen and CE
wing. We will use only the restrooms off the Narthex.

Dr. Bennett’s Bible Study and Brown Bag Lunch
Tuesdays at 12:00 noon in Fellowship Hall

You are invited on a brown bag luncheon journey on Biblical Route 3:16 with your tour guide
Dr. Dennis Bennett at noon on Tuesdays in Fellowship Hall. This is “A Walk Through Every
Book of the Bible,” followed by a brown bag lunch. It will help you see the theological thread
that is woven through our Holy Scriptures! You won’t want to miss this special kind of Bible
Study opportunity, so pack your brown bag and put this exciting trip on your calendar now.

CDs Available

CDs are always available at $2 each. Envelopes to order CDs can be found at the Ask Me
Information Desk. Please leave the envelope in the offering plate or take it to the church
office.

Inverness Primary School (IPS)
It’s time for us to help our local primary school with their opening. We do not want to lose our
connection of over 10 years in support of their faculty and students. At this time over 25% of
Citrus County school children have enrolled in virtual school, and our schools are facing
unique challenges. After communications with their principal, we have learned that the best
support possible would be Walmart gift cards that the school can use for needy children to buy
shoes and clothes. If you want to support this project, please place money in the offering
basket and designate SCHOOL on the checks or envelope.

Shoebox News
Despite the corona virus situation, Operation Christmas Child is still on track for distributing
shoeboxes. Each month we collect different items for our kick-off packing party in September
to begin our shoebox mission. The month of August, appropriately, will be school supplies —
i.e. small notebooks, pencils, markers, pencil sharpeners, notebook paper, etc. August usually
has great “back to school” sales so it’s a good time to stock up. Every shoebox has school
supplies to encourage each child in their schooling! Watch out for more information on the
“packing party.” With this pandemic, everything is subject to change. But the shoebox
mission will go on every Christmas! The children are still in need of the love and care we can
show them in every shoebox. Any comments or suggestions? Phone Audrey Mattox, Mission
Committee member and shoebox advocate, at 341-2484.

Our Cuban Connection
Our own Pedro Fuentes, an Elder in our church family, is again preparing to take a mission
visit to Cuba. He was set to go last Spring but, of course, the world pandemic cancelled that
trip. Now it is expected that plane flights to Cuba will be resumed in August. If so, Pedro will
be one of the first to go. His is a missionary journey not a tourist trip. Pedro has family in
Cuba, his birth country, thus is allowed to visit this communist country. Pedro has collected
New Testaments, small crosses, and various children’s items to distribute to the churches. His
main purpose is to show the love of Christ and bring people to the Lord. Pedro appreciates the
support of his church family at First Presbyterian and wants to extend that love and support to
the churches in Cuba. Our church has a designated mission account for Cuban Outreach
(account #8535) for anyone who wants to participate with Pedro’s passion to reach the Cuban
people for Christ. This is our Cuban connection!

Hi Everyone
It has been a long time since we have seen each other, and now we are slowly and cautiously
opening back up. As a friendly reminder, we have sanitizing stations located by the Narthex,
restrooms, lobby, Fellowship Hall, kitchen, and the main office. A sanitizing station has
recently been installed at the rear of the Sanctuary according to CDC compliance.
We also replaced all soap dispensers in restrooms with antibacterial/microbial soaps. We are
using UVC lighting, which I would like to have installed in every room in the church
building. The church is sterilized from top to bottom daily.
We have installed signs and placed tape every six feet as a reminder to practice social
distancing. We offer face masks for those who do not have one. The air conditioning filters
are being replaced every 30 days, and we are using HEPA filters, copper tape, and UVC light.
Copper tape is found on contact areas such as door handles. Copper is an excellent repellant
against many types of “cooties.” This heavy metal has been used since the 13th century for
treating battle wound infections. And, we use some of the best cleaning chemicals. Hopefully,
this will ease some of your concerns.
Also, we would like to express our appreciation to Kenn Thornton, who has dedicated her
time and training to be our first responder here at First Presbyterian Church. Kenn is taking
your temperature on Sundays and welcoming you. We can’t express how much it means to all
of us. So, thank you, Kenn – you are truly an angel!
Lastly, an official Safety Committee is being developed. So � good things are happening
during this time. God bless everyone and, please stay safe and follow the rules (6 feet apart,
wash your hands, and don’t forget to wear your mask).
Danny Sullivan, Facility Manager

Jon LaFontaine Scholarship
The Jon LaFontaine Scholarship is given to students interested in learning skills that will
allow them to move directly into the employment market. The assistance will be a grant to
pay toward tuition, books and/or lab expenses. Instruction may take the form of hands-on
learning at WTC or online courses targeting a vocational skill. A grant of up to $500 will give
preference to members of our Church community. If this program is of interest to you or
someone you know, please contact Ron Embling at 419-6486 or Eric Fritzeen at 419-7938 for
additional information and application form.

This Week
at FPC
Sunday, August 23

9:00 & 11:00 am Traditional Worship
10:00 am Scripture Searchers - Fellowship
Hall

A Special

To Those Serving Today
To Our Health Elf
Kenn Thornton

Monday, August 24
Ushers
Tuesday, August 25

10:00 am Prayer Gathering - Fellowship Hall
12:00 pm Dr. Dennis Bennett’s 3:16 Bible
Study - Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, August 26

9:00 am Staff Meeting
1:00 pm Pastor Nominating Committee

Thursday, August 27

Friday, August 28

9:00 a.m.

Jack & Martha Couhlan
Barb Inmon
Robert Ramsey
Gary & Sue Simpkins
Stefan Stuart
11:00 a.m.
Bonnie Buesching
Fred & Mary Ebhardt
Bruce Cook
Julie Grissom
Bob & Judy Morris
Bunny Trawick

Saturday, August 29
Sunday, August 30

9:00 & 11:00 am Traditional Worship
10:00 am Scripture Searchers - Fellowship
Hall
*Outside Groups

Attendance Last Sunday:
100

Operating Revenues & Expenses for 2020
July
YTD
Revenues
$37,047.31
$239,871.46
Expenses
$21,579.17
$200,681.80
Difference +$15,468.14
+$ 39,189.66

Session
Class of 2020

Class of 2021

Class of 2022

Sandra Koonce

Gail Fiske

Bill Buesching

Bob Morris

Pedro Fuentes

Linda Cridland

Jill Sumner

Frank Robertson

John Engberg

Bob Suplee

Carolyn Smith

Barbara Kerr

Debbie Viers

Paul Parker

Linda Waldron

Bob Purcell

Board of Deacons
Class of 2020

Class of 2021

Class of 2022

Bruce Cook

Bonnie Buesching

Ron Embling

Ron Hatton

Barbara Inmon

Diane Freund

Judy Morris

Phyllis LaFontaine

Jeanie Roberts

Sandra Olson

Georgia Cook

Linda Tompkins

Keitha Stoney

Connie Reynolds

Tom Zurawski

Corporate Officers
Jill Sumner, President
Bob Purcell, Secretary

Bob Morris, Vice President
Cathy Larson - Accountant

Church Staff
Rev. Dr. Dennis R. Bennett, Interim Pastor
Karen Medrano, Director of Music Ministries
Steve Gardner, 9:30 A.M. Music Leader
Rick Dahlinger, Organist
Danny Birstler, Sound Booth Coordinator
Karen Dallas, Office Administrator
Cathy Canfield, Receptionist/Secretary
Vicki Oorbeck, Child Care Attendant
Keitha Stoney, Wedding Coordinator
Danny Sullivan, Facility Manager
Gary Oorbeck, Grounds/Maintenance/Security
Pastor Emeritus - Craig S. Davies

Church Office Hours
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Worship - Study Schedule
Traditional Sunday Morning Worship
Presbyterian Women’s Circles (September - May)
Bible Study

9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
1st Tuesday
As Scheduled

