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and to reflect His love through worship, education, and service to all.”

206 Washington Avenue
Inverness, FL 34450-4942
Telephone: (352) 637-0770
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Order of Worship

8th Sunday After Pentecost

July 26, 2020

PREPARATION AND PRAISE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

(Emily Reisdorf, Clarinet)

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)
Pastor: Do you fully give yourselves to God?
PEOPLE: JESUS SAID, “YOU MUST LOVE GOD WITH YOUR WHOLE HEART.”
Pastor: When we do love God with our whole hearts. What shall we do?
PEOPLE: WORSHIP OUR GOD, WHO CREATED AND SUSTAINS US IN LIFE.
*HYMN #489

“Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)
Almighty God: You alone provide us with the ability to be good and holy. We
have not utilized what You have provided us to become good and holy. We do not ask
You to keep us from harm’s way, but to help us to be more holy, so we may serve Christ
Jesus, who was always faithful to You. Forgive us for falling short of Him. We ask you to
hear our prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen. (followed by a period of silent
confession)
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (responsively)
L: Friends, the good news of the gospel is that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Believe the good news: in Jesus, God’s grace has redeemed us and claimed us as His own
forevermore!
P: Hallelujah! Praise God!
*GLORIA PATRI - Page 579 in the Hymnal
IN WITNESS OF THE WORD
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER, Page 16 (“Debts”, “Debtors”)
SPECIAL MUSIC

“Karen Medrano, Solo”

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE
ANTHEM

Psalm 27:1-4

(Emily Reisdorf, Clarinet)

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE

Romans 8:38 & 39

13.5

SERMON

“Perseverance”

Dr. Dennis Bennett

IN RESPONSE TO THE WORD
*BEARING WITNESS TO OUR FAITH (in unison)
from The Brief Statement of Faith
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the Giver and Renewer of life. The
Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God
and neighbors, and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the
Church. In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray without
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries
in Church and culture, to hear the voices of people long silenced, and to work with
others for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we
strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we
watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”
EXPLANATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS TO THE LORD
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*CLOSING HYMN #379 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” (Verses 1, 4)
*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

(Rick Dahlinger)

*Indicates to please stand if you are able.
THE END OF OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP THE BEGINNING OF OUR WORSHIP AS SERVICE.
Next Sunday, August 2, 2020
Holy Communion Sunday
“5” Points of Calvinism TULIP Our Theological Heritage
(As stated at Synod of Dort 1618)
1st Point - Total Depravity - “Dumb-Ignorant-Stupid-or Holy?”
Romans 3:21-27
Dr. Dennis Bennett will be preaching

Welcome

Especially to those who may be worshiping with us for the first time.
We pray that you experience Christ’s presence in our midst, and that it will sustain you in
the week ahead. We hope you will consider making First Presbyterian Church your
church home in Inverness.
Large Print Bulletins and Hearing Assistance Units are available from an Usher.
A Nursery is provided during the 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. worship services. The Narthex can
be used as a cry room.
Please complete the Ritual of Friendship (navy blue attendance folder) with your address
and phone number so we may contact you personally following the service.

Silence Your Cell Phone

As a courtesy to others, please silence your cell phone during all worship services.

Dr. Bennett’s Bible Study and Brown Bag Lunch
Tuesdays at 12:00 noon in Fellowship Hall

You are invited on a brown bag luncheon journey on Biblical Route 3:16 with your tour guide
Dr. Dennis Bennett at noon on Tuesdays in Fellowship Hall.
This is “A Walk Through Every Book of the Bible,” followed by a brown bag lunch. It was a
hit in 1996! It will help you see the theological thread that is woven through our Holy
Scriptures! You won’t want to miss this special kind of Bible Study opportunity, so pack your
brown bag and put this exciting trip on your calendar now.

Our Cuban Connection

Our own Pedro Fuentes, an Elder in our church family, is again preparing to take a mission
visit to Cuba. He was set to go last Spring but, of course, the world pandemic cancelled that
trip. Now it is expected that plane flights to Cuba will be resumed in July or August. If so,
Pedro will be one of the first to go. His is a missionary journey not a tourist trip. Pedro has
family in Cuba, his birth country, thus is allowed to visit this communist country. Pedro has
collected New Testaments, small crosses, and various children’s items to distribute to the
churches. His main purpose is to show the love of Christ and bring people to the Lord. Pedro
appreciates the support of his church family at First Presbyterian and wants to extend that love
and support to the churches in Cuba. Our church has a designated mission account for Cuban
Outreach (account #8535) for anyone who wants to participate with Pedro’s passion to reach
the Cuban people for Christ. This is our Cuban connection!

Jon LaFontaine Scholarship
The Jon LaFontaine Scholarship is given to students interested in learning skills that will
allow them to move directly into the employment market.
The assistance will be a grant to pay toward tuition, books and/or lab expenses. Instruction
may take the form of hands-on learning at WTC or online courses targeting a vocational skill.
A grant of up to $500 will give preference to members of our Church community. If this
program is of interest to you or someone you know, please contact Ron Embling at 419-6486
or Eric Fritzeen at 419-7938 for additional information and application form.

Help Needed for Sound Booth Assistant

We are looking for volunteers to assist in the sound booth on Sundays. We really need your
help! Sound booth functions are critical activities in the conduct of our worship services, our
CD ministry, and in the production of our new video casts. We currently have no personnel
backup capability.
If you are looking for a new adventure in contributing your time and talents to the church, or
if you know someone who might be interested, please call Danny Birstler at 476-4504, or call
the church office at 637-0770 if Danny is not available.

Shoebox Update - Toy Time

The month of July is toy time. Every month our church family collects different items for our
Operation Christmas Child shoebox mission project. This month is small toys that will fit
easily into a shoebox. Think small cars and trucks, dolls, yo-yos, paddle balls, marbles,
slinkies, balloons, jump ropes, magnifying glass, etc.
Use your imagination and try to remember what was your treasure as a child? We have a good
supply of tennis balls (via Nancy Royalty) and lots of stuffed animals. All these goodies are
being stored in anticipation of our packing party and WOW dinner on Wednesday, September
16.
Bring your shoebox finds to Heidi’s cubby hole storage bin by the church office. Imagine the
joy of a child (perhaps in a refugee camp) opening their very own shoebox of love and
treasures. Any questions? Contact Audrey Mattox, the shoebox advocate, at 341-2484. It’s a
mission!

Just So Easy

Did you know that on fpcinverness.org you can send in your Prayer Request over the internet?
Yes, just go to our website: fpcinverness.org and click on “Contact Us.” The drop down menu
will say “Prayer Request.” Then simply fill out the prayer request form and send it. This will
save you from filling out a blue prayer request card in church. It will also be printed out so
that there is no problem reading the prayer request when the prayer warriors pray for you or
someone on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. You can do this anytime when you want to pray
for someone who needs some extra prayers from our prayer warriors.

Our Tree of Life

Our beautiful Tree of Life, displayed on the wall in our Narthex, is composed of many leaves,
and it grows through donations to our Tree of Life Fund. The fund was established for the
purpose to earmark donations for unexpected near-term repairs in our church facilities and
repair or replacement of our equipment.
As Christians, many of us are desirous of making a bequest to the church. Some just feel the
need to give, while others wish to commemorate an event in their lives or to honor loved ones.
These leaves represent a beautiful, tangible, and lasting way to express this need.
Members or friends of the church may purchase a leaf for $300, which may be paid in $100
increments. Upon receipt of the total, the leaf will be engraved with the sentiment of the
donor’s choice and placed on the tree.
For further information on our Tree of Life, please contact Carol Kircoaf at (305) 396-6212,
or contact the church office at (352) 637-0770.

Prayer Garden Memorial Bricks

This is a wonderful opportunity to have a loved one’s name engraved into a brick as a
permanent remembrance for everyone to enjoy. The brick can be engraved with In Memory
of or In Honor of or just with a name. Extra request forms may be picked up at the Ask Me
Information desk in the Narthex or at the church office. The cost of the brick with
engraving is $50 each. The letters will be in black and the bricks are brown in color.
Please return the request form to the church office and mark on your check made payable to
First Presbyterian Church, “Memorial Brick” in the memo section. The monies generated
from the sale of the bricks will be used for the maintenance and improvements of the garden.
For further information on Prayer Garden Memorial Bricks, please contact Carol Kircoaf at
(305) 396-6212, or contact the church office at (352) 637-0770.

This Week at FPC

Special Thanks
To Those Serving Today

Sunday, July 26, 2020

9:00 & 11:00 am Traditional Worship

Ushers
9:00 a.m.

Monday, July 27
Tuesday, July 28

10:00 am Prayer Gathering - Fellowship Hall
12:00 pm Dr. Dennis Bennett’s Bible Study
- Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, July 29

9:00 am Staff Meeting

Barbara Inmon
Robert Ramsey
Gary & Susan Simpkins
Stefan Stuart
11:00 a.m.
Bruce Cook
Linda Cridland
Betty Gustafson
Betty Jones
Carol Kircoaf
Carolyn Smith
Lois Thomas

Thursday, July 30
Thank you everyone.
Friday, July 31
Saturday, August 1
Sunday, August 2
Holy Communion Sunday

9:00 & 11:00 am Traditional Worship

*Outside Groups

Attendance Last Sunday: 106
Operating Revenues & Expenses for 2020
June
YTD
Revenues
$19,525.37
$202,824,15
Expenses
$44,562.29
$179,102.63
Difference -$25,036.83 +$ 23,721.52

Session
Class of 2020

Class of 2021

Class of 2022

Jim Freund

Gail Fiske

Bill Buesching

Sandra Koonce

Pedro Fuentese

Linda Cridland

Bob Morris

Frank Robertson

John Engberg

Barbara Rains

Carolyn Smith

Barbara Kerr

Jill Sumner

Debbie Viers

Paul Parker

Bob Suplee

Linda Waldron

Bob Purcell

Board of Deacons
Class of 2020

Class of 2021

Class of 2022

Bruce Cook

Bonnie Buesching

Ron Embling

Ron Hatton

Barbara Inmon

Diane Freund

Judy Morris

Phyllis LaFontaine

Jeanie Roberts

Sandra Olson

Georgia Lovelace

Linda Tompkins

Keitha Stoney

Connie Reynolds

Tom Zurawski

Corporate Officers
Jill Sumner, President
Bob Purcell, Secretary

Bob Morris, Vice President
Cathy Larson - Accountant

Church Staff
Rev. Dr. Dennis R. Bennett, Interim Pastor
Karen Medrano, Director of Music Ministries
Steve Gardner, 9:30 A.M. Music Leader
Rick Dahlinger, Organist
Danny Birstler, Sound Booth Coordinator
Karen Dallas, Office Administrator
Cathy Canfield, Receptionist/Secretary
Vicki Oorbeck, Child Care Attendant
Keitha Stoney, Wedding Coordinator
Danny Sullivan, Facility Manager
Gary Oorbeck, Grounds/Maintenance/Security
Pastor Emeritus - Craig S. Davies

Church Office Hours
8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Friday

Worship - Study Schedule
Traditional Sunday Morning Worship ·······················································9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Presbyterian Women’s Circles (September - May) ························································ 1st Tuesday
Bible Study ····································································································· as Scheduled

