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Mission Statement: “To 
know Jesus Christ 
personally, to make 
Him known, and to 

reflect His love through  
worship, education, and 

service to all.” 

 “Truly I tell 

you, anyone  

who will not  

receive the  

kingdom of God like a 

little child  

will never  

enter it.” 

 

Mark 10:15 

The Greater View 
     An ancient teaching about a two headed parrot in 
the jungle goes like this: One day one head was joyful-
ly eating some fruit and nuts. The other head being 
very jealous ate some poison to get even. The body 
and both heads died. Neither had a total view of their 
reality and the narrow view killed the whole parrot.  

     In a song about a switchman in a crisis, a switch-
man  was manually holding a train switch, so a full  

passenger train could safely cross over his bridge. While holding the switch 
tight in his hands, he noticed his own child crossing his bridge. If he let the 
switch loose to save his child, all the passengers would perish. Tears flowed 
as the train passed safely over the bridge.  

     The passengers rode merrily on their way unaware of what just happened 
on switchman’s bridge. They had no thoughts on this, because they had no 
clue as to what just really happened. Nor did his child have a clue about what 
was happening. Only the father knew the overall reality on his bridge. Every 
day our actions and views reflect our own view of life. We rarely, if ever, see 
the greater view.  

     Yet, we humans strive to find the greater view so we may learn the true 
meaning of life. Philosophers, entertainers, scientist, theologians, teachers, 
and writers search for ways to find the greater meaning of life. It is a natural 
inherent drive in humanity. 

     Angels or Spirits, Star Trek and Star Wars, New Age or Spiritualism, 
Theology and Quantum Physics, ET or Ghosts, are just a few examples of 
today’s seekers of the next level, where one might find a greater perspective 
of life. 

     But we hear little of the greater view from the political and religious self 
righteous groups, who seem to be more concerned with defending the status 
quo. What status quo? I am not sure. It seems as if their energies are focused 
on fighting other branches of God’s people and USA citizens like the ancient 
two headed parrot.  

Continued on Page 2 

Dr. Dennis R. Bennett 
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     They apparently ride the train of life unaware of 
the greater reality around them. They reject persons 
or ideas that may differ from their narrow  
viewpoints. History teaches this will kill the greater 
body. 

     But what body is it that is dying? Humanity and 
this nation! Around the world political and religious 
fanatics are making a whole lot of arrogant noise. 
They are producing terrorism, wars, bigotry, movies/
books to celebrate the death of their neighbor’s faith 
and freedom.  

     If my view was narrow like the one head on the 
parrot, I would naturally pray for their demise, so all 
would know I was the one with truth!  

     But I seek the view of the father on the bridge. I 
have seen the two headed creature destroy itself. I 
know I am different than the narrow minded person. 
I believe all things are truly measured from the 
greater perspective and not the narrow view. 

     Why do I believe this? Scriptures teach we  
humans have always had a specific and direct 

contact with the other Father, who has a greater 
view. Contact with Him has given us a greater view 
of the reality of life. That contact? The LOGOS, 
which is not only a spoken word, but a divine 
principle of reason that gives order to the universe 
and links the human mind to the mind of God, the 
Creator of all things. In Christ, who is the LOGOS, 
we find the greater view of life and knowledge of 
ourselves. We are not alone after all and that brings 
peace to us. There is more to life than this little 
planet we call home. 

     Those of us who are in this world, but not of it, 
see the world from the perspective of God. We know 
there is a greater reality and our goal is to show it to 
others, so they may find the peace that passes all 
understanding. Just as we have found in the LOGOS 
which walked among us.  

     It is this perspective that allows us to make 
decisions like the father made on the bridge. 
Demonstrating love for fellow human beings above 
love of ourselves. After all isn’t that the basic law of 
every religion? 

The Greater View 
Continued From Page 1 

The “5" Points of Calvinism  - TULIP  - Our Theological Heritage 
As stated at the Synod of Dort 1618-1619 

 August 2: Total Depravity - Romans 3:21-27  
                  Title: “Dumb, Ignorant, Stupid, or Holy?” 

 August 9: Unconditional Election - Romans 5:1-11 
                             Title :“Justified”  

 August 16: Limited Atonement - Romans 6:23  
                               Title: “Limited?” 

 August 23: Irresistible Grace - Romans 8:18-28  
                              Title: “All Saints” 

 August 30: Perseverance of the Saints - Romans 8:30-39 
                               Title: “The Way God Designed It” 
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Sunday School 
Sundays 9:30 a.m.—10:30 a.m. 

 
Kids & Youth 

Kids and Youth Sunday School is on summer 
break, but will resume in the fall. 

Adults  
Scripture Searchers 

 Scripture Searchers will resume classes  as 
soon as it is deemed safe by our Session. When we 
resume, we will start a five-week study of Paul's first 
two letters, I & II Thessalonians, as he addresses the 
faith of a small congregation of new Christians by 
encouraging them to remember to live to please God 
and to maintain hope in the resurrection.  

 When we are again holding class, join our 
fellowship in the library each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. for 
lessons led by Jeanie Roberts. Come when you can, 
leave when you must. 

 

Small Groups 

Lunch and Bible Study 
 You are invited on a brown bag luncheon 
journey on Biblical Route 3:16 with your tour guide 
Dr. Dennis Bennett at noon on Tuesdays in  
Fellowship Hall.  

 This is “A Walk Through Every Book of the 
Bible,” followed by a brown bag lunch. It was hit in 
1996! It will help you see the theological thread that 
is woven through our Holy Scriptures! 

  You won’t want to miss this special kind of 
Bible Study opportunity, so pack your brown bag and 
put this exciting trip on your calendar now. 

 

Thursdays on Pause 
 None of us will forget the Spring of 2020! 
Because of the pandemic guidelines, the Thursday 
Bible Study group has been meeting outside the 
church building on the grounds. Our study has been 
on the “Sermon on the Mount” from the Gospel of 
Matthew. How appropriate that we are outside! This 
study has been completed, and the group is now on 
summer pause.  

 Assuming things will be `”back to normal” 
this fall, Thursdays will start again on September 24. 
Watch the Pres-By-Lines and bulletins for time and 
place. A session of Bible Study and homemade 
cookies makes everything better!  

 

“Despotism may govern without faith, but Liberty cannot.” 

    —Alexis de Tocqueville 
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June Financial Picture 

 Our receipts of pledged income for June were  
only $14.970, which was about $26,600 under 
budget. Also unbudgeted and loose change receipts 
were also down about $5,500 under budget. 

 Expenses were $5,700 under budget, but we 
ended the month with a loss of $25,036.83. 
However, we still have a year-to-date surplus of 
$48,758.35. The biggest expenses for the month 
were a down payment of $9,100 for our new video 
system, and the quarterly mission expenses of 
$9,900.  

 On the investment side last month, we 
showed a gain of $723.61. This will definitely 
improve the amount of scholarship awards we are 
able to give. 

 Even though all events were canceled, we 
still have to pay salaries every week, utilities, 
insurances, maintenance contracts, etc. so we 
appreciate you keeping up your tithes and 
contributions. 

 

On-Line Giving 

If you are interested in making your 
contributions other than by cash or check, a good 
way to pay your pledge is to call or go to your bank 
and arrange to have it automatically withdrawn by 
bill pay. You can also make individual contributions 
at home via on-line banking.  

Another way, which will save you some tax 
money in the end, is to have your IRA required 
minimum distribution sent directly to the church. 
That’s a good idea. 

 If you have any questions, please don’t  
hesitate to contact me or a member of the Budget, 
Finance, and Stewardship Committee. 

Betty Jones, Treasurer 

 

Memorial Gifts 
Remembering Our Loved Ones 

 We thank you for your 
gifts of remembrance for 
Cheryl DeVore 

Remembering a loved one 
with a Memorial Gift is a 
permanent tribute. You may 
acknowledge them and their 

lives by bringing or mailing your gift to the church 
office. You may also place it in the offering plate. 

Please indicate clearly that your donation is a 
Memorial Gift, the name of the individual who is 
being remembered, and the name of the individual 
who is the donor. These gifts are recorded in the 
church Memorial Book located in the stand beneath 
the Tree of Life in the Narthex. 

Care Committee, Memorials 
Susan Simpkins 

 

 

 

Number 200 & Counting! 

When you’re considering  
Volunteer labor building 
houses, number 200 is a BIG 
DEAL! Habitat for Humanity 

of Citrus County began in 
1993. Twenty Years later in 

2013, Habitat for Humanity home number 100 was 
dedicated.  

 Now, just seven years beyond that, home 
number 200 has been built and dedicated to the  

(Continued on Page 5) 
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Wilkins family on Michael Street in Inverness. 
Twelve homes have been completed in the first six 
months of 2020. We are truly blessed in Citrus 
County to have such an effective, successful Habitat 
affiliate. And our church family and friends have 
been a part of this ministry since home number 37 in 
2008.  

 Each new Habitat home has been furnished 
with a brand new Whirlpool washer and dryer by the 
generous donations of our church family and 
friends. The “Raise the Roof” concerts have been a 
big part of this mission project. The Habitat organi-
zation and homeowners realize our support is “hands 
on.” Thank you to all who share the vision of a 
hands-up not a handout! 

 

 

 

 

 Despite the corona virus situation, Operation 
Christmas Child is still on track for distributing 
shoeboxes. Each month we collect different items 
for our kick-off packing party in September to begin 
our shoebox mission.  

 The month of August, appropriately, will be 
school supplies -- i.e. small notebooks, pencils, 
markers, pencil sharpeners, notebook paper, etc., 
etc. August usually has great “back to school” sales 
so it’s a good time to stock up. Every shoebox has 
school supplies to encourage each child in their 
schooling!  

 Watch out for more information on the 
“packing party.” With this pandemic, everything is 
subject to change. But the shoebox mission will go 
on every Christmas! The children are still in need of 
the love and care we can show them in every shoe-
box. Any comments or suggestions? Phone Audrey 
Mattox, Mission Committee member and shoebox 
advocate, at 341-2484. 

Our Cuban Connection 
Our own Pedro Fuentes, an Elder in our 

church family, is again preparing to take a mission 
visit to Cuba. He was set to go last Spring but, of 
course, the world pandemic cancelled that trip. Now 
it is expected that plane flights to Cuba will be  
resumed in July or August. If so, Pedro will be one 
of the first to go.  

His is a missionary journey not a tourist trip. 
Pedro has family in Cuba, his birth country, thus 
is allowed to visit this communist country. Pedro  
has collected New Testaments, small crosses,  
and various children’s items to distribute to  
the churches. 

His main purpose is to show the love of 
Christ and bring people to the Lord. Pedro  
appreciates the support of his church family at First 
Presbyterian and wants to extend that love and  
support to the churches in Cuba.  

Our church has a designated mission account 
for Cuban Outreach - account #8535 - for anyone 
who wants to participate with Pedro’s passion to 
reach the Cuban people for Christ. This is our Cuban 
connection! 

 

  

(Continued from Page 4) 

Christian Symbols 
A scallop shell, pointing downward with three drops of water  
falling from it, is often used to symbolize baptism and the 
washing away of sin. The three water droplets stand for the 
Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
Holy Communion Sunday 
 

9:00 & 11:00 am Traditional  
Worship 
 

10:00 am Scripture Searchers 
 

12:15 pm CE Committee 

3 
 

4 
10:00 am Prayer Gathering 
 
12:00 pm Bible Study & 
Brown Bag Lunch in Fellow-
ship Hall 

5 
9:00 am Staff Meeting 

6 
9:00 am Men’s Fellowship in 
Fellowship Hall 

7 8 

9 
9:00 & 11:00 am Traditional  
Worship 
 
10:00 am Scripture Searchers 

10 11 
10:00 am Prayer Gathering 
 
12:00 pm Bible Study & 
Brown Bag Lunch in Fellow-
ship Hall 

12 
9:00 am Staff Meeting 
 
2:30 pm Budget & Finance 
Committee  

13 14 15 

16 
9:00 & 11:00 am Traditional  
Worship 
 
10:00 am Scripture Searchers 

17 18 
10:00 am Prayer Gathering 
 
12:00 pm Bible Study & 
Brown Bag Lunch in Fellow-
ship Hall 

19 
9:00 am Staff Meeting 

20 
9:00 am Men’s Fellowship in 
Fellowship Hall 
 
 

21 22 

23 
9:00 & 11:00 am Traditional  
Worship 
 
10:00 am Scripture Searchers 

24 25 
10:00 am Prayer Gathering 
 
12:00 pm Bible Study & 
Brown Bag Lunch in Fellow-
ship Hall 

26 
9:00 am Staff Meeting 

27 28 29 

23 
9:00 & 11:00 am Traditional  
Worship 
 
10:00 am Scripture Searchers 

31      

August 2020 

OFFICE HOURS 

      8:30 am - 4:30 pm Monday - Thursday 

      8:30 am - 3:00 pm Friday 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
Holy Communion Sunday 
 

9:00 & 11:00 am Traditional  
Worship 
 

10:00 am Scripture Searchers 
 

12:15 pm CE Committee 

3 
 

4 
10:00 am Prayer Gathering 
 
12:00 pm Bible Study & 
Brown Bag Lunch in Fellow-
ship Hall 

5 
9:00 am Staff Meeting 

6 
9:00 am Men’s Fellowship in 
Fellowship Hall 

7 8 

9 
9:00 & 11:00 am Traditional  
Worship 
 
10:00 am Scripture Searchers 

10 11 
10:00 am Prayer Gathering 
 
12:00 pm Bible Study & 
Brown Bag Lunch in Fellow-
ship Hall 

12 
9:00 am Staff Meeting 
 
2:30 pm Budget & Finance 
Committee  

13 14 15 

16 
9:00 & 11:00 am Traditional  
Worship 
 
10:00 am Scripture Searchers 

17 18 
10:00 am Prayer Gathering 
 
12:00 pm Bible Study & 
Brown Bag Lunch in Fellow-
ship Hall 

19 
9:00 am Staff Meeting 

20 
9:00 am Men’s Fellowship in 
Fellowship Hall 
 
 

21 22 

23 
9:00 & 11:00 am Traditional  
Worship 
 
10:00 am Scripture Searchers 

24 25 
10:00 am Prayer Gathering 
 
12:00 pm Bible Study & 
Brown Bag Lunch in Fellow-
ship Hall 

26 
9:00 am Staff Meeting 

27 28 29 

23 
9:00 & 11:00 am Traditional  
Worship 
 
10:00 am Scripture Searchers 

31      

August 2020 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

9:00 & 11:00 am Traditional Worship - Sanctuary 
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    In Sympathy 
 The congregation would like to extend its 
most heartfelt condolences to the family of Cheryl 
DeVore, who entered the Life Eternal on June 27, 
2020; and to the family of  John Connor, who went 
to the Lord on June 26, 2020. 

 We also would like to express our deepest 
sympathy to the family of former long time member 
Rosemary Sanders, who passed into the Life  
Triumphant on July 7, 2020. 

 Please keep these families in your prayers, 
as they mourn the loss of their loved ones 

 

 

 
  

 
Dear Congregation, 
 Surgery is over and I am home. Thanks to 
everyone for their prayers and thoughts. It surely 
does make a difference. 

Ida Breese  
 

Dear Church Family, 
 Thank you, church family and CE  
Committee, for the gift and the support of my  
graduation. I greatly appreciate all of you. 

Blaise Bresnahan 

Tee Time News 
 It was a perfect day for our summertime church golf scramble at Lakeside Golf 

Course. Tee time was 10:00 a.m. before the summer afternoon rains. As usual, there 
were some very good shots and some not so good shots.  

 The team of Brad Chappell, Tom Hendrick, Nancy Breuhans, 
and Frank Mattox finished first, and the team of Phil Horne, Paul  
Parker, and Bob Waldron came in second. After the match, the group 
was joined at the Lakeside Grille with their spouses for lunch on the 

porch patio. 

 Watch the church bulletins and/or Pres-By-Lines for the first date and 
location of our next church golf scramble. We can gather together out in the fresh 

air for fun and fellowship and yet stay safe. Special thanks to Greg Andreichuk for 
his help. 

“Be at peace with your own soul, then heaven and earth  
will be at peace with you.” 

      St. Jerome 
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© Memory-Improvement-Tips.com 
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Editor’s Corner 

 Each month the Pres-
By-Lines is available for view-
ing or download on our web-
site www.fpcinverness.org. It 
also is available in print  
at the Ask Me Information 
Desk in the Narthex and  

in the lobby adjacent to the church office. 

 Please note, the deadline for the September 
issue is Friday, August 14. 

 

Committee chairper-
sons and others who have 

news, comments, or sugges-
tions should place the items in 

John Engberg’s church office 
mailbox, or email them to him at 

mrbyte@earthlink.net, or to the church at 
fpcinvoffice@gmail.com. 

John Engberg 
Editor 

 
 

DEADLIN
E 

The Jon LaFontaine Scholarship is given to students interested in learning 
skills that will allow them to move directly into the employment market.  

The assistance will be a grant to pay toward tuition, books and/or lab  
expenses. Instruction may take the form of hands-on learning at WTC or online 

courses targeting a vocational skill. 

A grant of up to $500 will give preference to members of our Church community. If this program is of 
interest to you or someone you know, please contact Ron Embling at 419-6486 or Eric Fritzeen at 419-7938 
for additional information and application form. 

Help Wanted 

Sound Booth Assistant 
 We are looking for volunteers to assist in the sound booth on Sundays. We 
really need your help. Sound booth functions are critical activities in the  
conduct of  our worship services, our CD ministry, and in the production of  our 
new video casts; and we currently have no personnel back-up capability.  
 If  you are looking for a new adventure in contributing your time and 
talents to the church, or if  you know someone who might be interested, please 
call Danny Birstler for details at 476-4504, or call the church at 637-0770 if  
Danny is not available. 
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Introducing Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Cook 
United in Holy Matrimony 

on May 3, 2020. 

Hands Up? Oh! Never Mind. It’s a Thermometer. 

I Promise, This Won’t Hurt a Bit. 

The Dynamic Duo, Kenn Thornton and Betty 
Paschall, Prepare to Deliver Some Home Cooked 

Meals to Members of Our Congregation. 


