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Mission Statement: 
“To know Jesus 

Christ personally, to 
make Him known, 
and to reflect His 
love through wor-

ship, education, and 
service to all.” 

         First Presbyterian Church of Inverness is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

June 2020 

First Presbyterian 
Church 

206 Washington Ave. 
Inverness, FL 

34450 
Phone: 352-637-0770 

Fax: 352-637-6326 
Website: 

www.fpcinverness.org 
Email:  

fpcinvoffice 
@gmail.com 

Mission Statement: “To 
know Jesus Christ 
personally, to make 
Him known, and to 

reflect His love through  
worship, education, and 

service to all.” 

 “Truly I tell 
you, anyone  
who will not  
receive the  

kingdom of God like a 
little child  
will never  
enter it.” 

 

Mark 10:15 
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 We celebrate  Flag Day on June 14th each 
year. It commemorates the adoption of the flag by 
the Second Continental Congress on that day in 
1777. 

 President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed 
June 14th as Flag Day in 1916; but it wasn’t until 
August 1949, our National Flag Day - June 14th - 
was established by an Act of Congress. 

 Our cover this month features our flag, and 
the title from the  immortal patriotic song, “You’re 
a Grand Old Flag,” written by George M. Cohan in 
1906, the words of which are shown below. 

Verse 1 

There's a feeling comes a-
stealing, 

And it sets my brain a-
reeling, 

When I'm listening to the mu-
sic of a military band. 

Any tune like "Yankee Doo-
dle" 

Simply sets me off my noo-
dle, 

It's that patriotic something 
that no one can understand. 

"Way down south, in the 
land of cotton," 
Melody untiring, 

Ain't that inspiring? 
Hurrah! Hurrah! We'll join the jubilee! 

And that's going some, for the Yankees, by 
gum! 

Red, white and blue, I am for you! 
Honest, you're a grand old flag! 

Verse 2 

I'm no cranky hanky panky, 
I'm a dead square, honest Yankee, 

And I'm mighty proud of that old flag 

That flies for Uncle Sam. 
Though I don't believe in raving 

Ev'ry time I see it waving, 
There's a chill runs up my back that makes 

me glad I'm what I am. 
Here's a land with a million soldiers, 

That's if we should need 'em, 
We'll fight for freedom! 

Hurrah! Hurrah! For every Yankee tar 
And old G.A.R. 

Ev'ry stripe, ev'ry star. 
Red, white and blue, 

Hats off to you 
Honest, you're a grand old 

flag! 
Chorus 

You're a grand old flag, 
You're a high flying flag 

And forever in peace may 
you wave. 

You're the emblem of 
The land I love. 

The home of the free and 
the brave. 

Ev'ry heart beats true 
'neath the Red, White and Blue 

Where there's never a boast or brag. 
But should auld acquaintance be forgot, 

Keep your eye on the grand old flag. 
 

 Should you wish to hear a rousing rendition 
of this classic performed by the Mormon Tabernac-
le Choir, set your browser to: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=73Qs0_Flkhw. 

. While you are there ,take advantage of the 
opportunity to hear John Phillip Sousa’s The Stars 
and Stripes Forever and other patriotic favorites. 
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Sunday School 
Sundays 9:30 a.m.—10:30 a.m. 

 
Kids & Youth 

The curriculum for K-2nd grade is Bible 
stories and crafts. It is led by Amy Coleman and  
Caryl Birstler. 

Grades 3-5 are studying “Digin – Digging 
Into The Life of Jesus” where children will learn 
about Jesus as a person and friend. It is led by Mary 
Beth Smith. 

Our Middle and High School class studies are 
varied lessons from ministry to youth. It is led by 
Bruce Cook. 

 

Adults  
Scripture Searchers 

 Scripture Searchers begin reading Paul’s 
epistles in chronological order with 1 Thessalonians, 
as Paul recognizes the faith of this small 
congregation of new Christians and encourages them 
to remember to live to please God and to maintain 
hope in the resurrection. 

 Join our fellowship in the library each  
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. for lessons led by Jeanie  
Roberts. Come when you can, leave when you must. 

 

 

More Thursdays Coming 
 The Thursday Bible study group is ready to 
resume as soon as it is deemed safe by our session. 
Our scripture study will be Matthew 6: 7-15 on  
prayer. How appropriate that the first return session 
will be on the Lord’s Prayer. Our own prayers have 
been the first line of comfort during the quarantine. 
Everyone is urged to join us at 3:30  p.m. on  
Thursdays. Watch the church bulletins or Facebook 
for the grand re-opening. The freezer is full of cook-
ies so don't miss out! 
  

Vacation Bible 
School 

 Our Vacation Bible 
School will be held this 
year from June 8-12. It’s an 
epic African adventure 
called Roar. At Roar, kids 
explore God’s goodness 
and celebrate a ferocious 
faith that powers them 
through this wild life. 

 Lessons start with Bible truth and use creative 
activities to help kids experience God’s Word and 
apply it to life. So when kids experience a lesson, 
they don’t just hear it. They do it. This type of  
training is called REAL learning - Relational,  
Experiential, Applicable, Learner-based. 

 Don’t miss the fun of this wonderful 
adventure! Bring your kids, grandkids, and your 
neighbors’ kids, too! 

Sunday School and other Bible Study opportunities have been  
suspended until the church is reopened. At that time, the  

schedule shown below will be resumed. 
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April Financial Picture 
 Receipts of pledged income for April were 
$24,787. This was about $3,000 under budget. How-
ever, on the up side, unbudgeted and loose change 
was about $3,200 over budget. 

 On the expense side, we were under budget 
by $18,000, with actual expenditures totaling 
$34,800. 

 So the big picture shows a surplus of $13,653 
for the month and a year-to-date surplus of $38,652. 

 On the investment side we didn’t do well. For 
the second month in a row we lost $9,000. But, 
knowing the market, we most likely will recoup this 
over the long haul. However, these current losses will 
definitely impact the scholarships we will be able to 
pay out in June. 

 Even though we continue to be closed,  
we still have salary and other expenses to deal with, 
so we appreciate your keeping up your tithes and 
contributions. 

On-Line Giving 

If you are interested in making your 
contributions other than by cash or check, a good way 
to pay your pledge is to call or go to your bank and 
arrange to have it automatically withdrawn by bill 
pay. You can also make individual contributions at 
home via on-line banking.  

Another way, which will save you some tax 
money in the end, is to have your IRA required 
minimum distribution sent directly to the church. 
That’s a good idea. 

 If you have any questions, please don’t  
hesitate to contact me or a member of the Budget, 
Finance, and Stewardship Committee. 

Betty Jones, Treasurer 

Missions 
 

 

 

 As part of the Corona virus shutdown fallout, 
the mission trip our church had scheduled for March 
20-27 to the Dominican Republic was postponed.  

 It was a big disappointment, but it’s all in 
God's perfect timing. We are thankful that we weren’t 
stranded  there.  

 New Missions of Orlando returned all funds 
to our church mission trip account and/or any monies 
submitted by the ten missionaries. American Airlines 
issued vouchers good for one year. 

 Plans are to regroup and arrange another date 
when travel restrictions are relaxed. Our mission spir-
it is now seeking the Lord's direction. 

 

Habitat for Humanity 
 At long last our very own Mary Palmer had 
the closing and has moved into  her long  
anticipated Habitat for Humanity home on Porter St. 
in Inverness. 

There was not the usual dedication 
ceremony due to the Corona  
virus health guidelines. But a  

celebration will be held at a  
later date so watch the 
church bulletins and/or  

Facebook for more details. 

 Our church family wants to acknowledge 
Mary’s long journey to realize the security of her 
own home. And, she‘s enjoying the brand new Whirl-
pool washer & dryer from our church's Washer & 
Dryer mission project. 

Congratulations, Mary! 
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 Birthdays 
 1 Brian Smith 
 2 Bob Hanelius 
 3 Lori Evans 
 7 Ron Sadler 
 8 Diane Freund 
 9 Myrna Hocking 
 10 Mike Butts 
  Kristin Handley 
 11 Young Ja Chi 
  Shane O’Leary 
 12 Jimmy Dixon 
  Mary Ebhardt 
  Jamie Spakow 
 15 Adele Wardrop 
 16 Alex Handley 
 18 Greg Andreichuk 
  Lois Spurgin 
  John Connor 
  Dagmar Lucente 
 21 Harriet Mirabella 
 22 Dee Dee Grimnes 
  AJ Taylor-Vendur 
 23 Mickey Cridland 
  Gerard Mooney 
  Vicki Oorbeck 
 24 Audrey Mattox 
 25 Dorothy Stanton 
 27 Alyson Boccia 
 29 Kathy Hanelius 

 30 Erin Boccia 
  Cheryl DeVore 
 
       Youth Birthdays 
10 Grace Ferguson 
26 Blaise Bresnahan 
 
 Anniversaries 
5 Fred & Sandra Koonce 
7 Dave & Betty Davis 
8 Bob & Judy Morris 
11 Richard & Betsy Moody 
14 Dr. Tom & Susan Hendrick 
15 Bob & Bonnie Purcell 
17 Sonny & Tanya Jaros 
19 Richard & Gayle Sherouse 
20 Billy Joe & Keitha Stoney 
23 Don & Pat Stafford 
24 Ed & Michelle Augustine-Fretz 
27 Lloyd & Wilma Abel 
 Gary & Susan Simpkins 
28 Rev. Jim & Alice Capps 
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 For our 15th year, we are shoebox mission-
minded. Samaritan's Purse, Operation Child for 
2020 will kickoff for our church family at a WOW 
dinner on Wednesday, September 16.  

 Every month we collect an item for our an-
nual “packing party.” This month, June, we are  
collecting hair care items - i.e., combs, brushes, bar-
rettes, bows and ribbons.  

 Look for bargains while shopping and bring 
to Heidi's cubby hole near the church office. Every-
thing will be stored in our OCC closet until the 
Sept. kick-off dinner and packing party. Lots of 
packing ahead of us! Any questions? Call the shoe-
box lady, Audrey Mattox, at 341-2484 or see her  in 
church. 

 

Parish Ministries 
What Do Parish Ministries Do? 

 Need a ride some place? Parish ministries 
can help you out. They have members and volun-
teers who are on call to provide this service for our 
congregants, but you need a reservation to take ad-
vantage of this service. You do this through the 
church office, normally 48 hours in advance, if  
possible. 

 Volunteers are available to take you to your 
doctor’s appointment, take you to your pharmacy, 
take you grocery shopping, bring you to church for 
services or other activities, take you to county  
service locations, and even take you to vote. If you 
need a ride for some reason, they will be there for 
you. The one ride they normally do not provide, 
however, is a ride to the airport. 

 Parish Ministries volunteers are also availa-
ble to provide short-term respite service for those 
caregivers who are in need of a break; and in con-
junction with Men’s Fellowship, they can help you 
with minor repairs and other things around the 
house. You need to call the church, however, to de-
termine if your job is within the limits of our volun-
teers’ capabilities. 

 If you are interested in volunteering your 
time to help in this vital endeavor, give the church a 
call and sign up.  

The olive branch is a symbol of peace, harmony and healing. Olive 
trees provide shelter, as well as oil used for ointment and  

consecration. The olive branch also represents deliverance from hard-
ships and anxiety because a dove brought an olive leaf back to Noah’s 
ark after the flood ended (Genesis 8:11). 

Christian Symbols: The Olive Branch 
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From and About Our Members 
 

The congregation would like to extend its 
most heart-felt condolences to the family of Mary 
K. Thomas, who entered the Life Triumphant on 
February 11, 2020 

We also would like to express its deepest 
sympathy to the Atkins family on the 
death of Emel Atkins, who passed into the Life 
Eternal on May 1, 2020. 

Please keep these families in your prayers, 
as they mourn the loss of their loved ones . 

 

 

Dear Kenn Thornton, 

 We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for preparing the wonderful meals for our 
congregation during the coronavirus pandemic. This 
certainly was a labor of love and a blessing for all 
who received them! 

 Thank you to your friend Susan and to  
Sandra Parker for helping you pass out the meals to 
waiting cars. Everyone wore their masks and gloves, 
and it went very smoothly. A special thank you goes 
out to Paul Parker and Tom Zurawski for directing 
traffic for the meal handouts. 

 We thank you all from the bottom of  
our hearts! The love of Christ and for your church 
family runs deep in your hearts. 

In Christian Love, 

Karen Dallas &John Engberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Congratulations to our graduating high 
school seniors Blaise Bresnahan, Trevor Griffin, 
and Noah O’Leary. May god bless you, watch over 
you, and guide you as you begin your journey on 
your path into the future. 

 

 Our facility was graced, on the afternoon of April 15. by 
the visit of what some believe to be the legendary luminary 
from Pennsylvania, Punxsutawney Phil, Was he was looking for 
his shadow? No one knows; but although the church was 
closed, and the office staff did not have an opportunity to 
speak to this august personality, he graciously posed  
for a picture. 

VIP Visits FPC 
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© Memory-Improvement-Tips.com 

 

After Judas betrayed Christ, Matthias was chosen by the disciples to take his place. Saul (who changed his 
name to Paul) was chosen by Jesus. (Acts 9:3-6). The apostles are listed in Matthew 10:2-4. 
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Editor’s Corner 

 Each month the Pres-
By-Lines is available for view-
ing or download on our web-
site www.fpcinverness.org. It 
also is available in print  
at the Ask Me Information 
Desk in the Narthex and  

in the lobby adjacent to the church office. 

 Please note, the deadline for the July issue is 
Tuesday, June 15. 

 

Committee chairper-
sons and others who have 

news, comments, or sugges-
tions should place the items in 

John Engberg’s church office 
mailbox, or email them to him at 

mrbyte@earthlink.net, or to the church at 
fpcinvoffice@gmail.com. 

John Engberg 
Editor 

 
 

DEADLIN
E 

Help Wanted 
Office Position 

 The FPCI has a job opening for a part-time Secretary/Receptionist. This 
paid position will have irregular hours, a paid training period and will cover for 
the regular staff doing absences. Please call the church office and leave your 
phone number to schedule an interview with Jim Freund. 

 

Sound Booth Assistant 
 We are looking for volunteers to assist in the sound booth on Sundays. We 
really need your help. Sound booth functions are critical activities in the  
conduct of  our worship services, our CD ministry, and in the production of  our 
new videocasts; and we currently have no personnel back-up capability.  
 If  you are looking for a new adventure in contributing your time and tal-
ents to the church, or if  you know someone who might be interested, please 
call Danny Birstler for details, at 476-4504, or call the church at 637-0770, if  
Danny is not available. 
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Trinity Sunday 
June 7 

Gettin’ Hot! 

First Day of Summer 
June 20 

Flag Day 

June 14 

June 21 


