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Mission Statement: 
“To know Jesus 

Christ personally, to 
make Him known, 
and to reflect His 
love through wor-

ship, education, and 
service to all.” 

         First Presbyterian Church of Inverness is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

July 2020 

First Presbyterian 
Church 

206 Washington Ave. 
Inverness, FL 

34450 
Phone: 352-637-0770 

Fax: 352-637-6326 
Website: 

www.fpcinverness.org 
Email:  

fpcinvoffice 
@gmail.com 

Mission Statement: “To 
know Jesus Christ 
personally, to make 
Him known, and to 

reflect His love through  
worship, education, and 

service to all.” 

 “Truly I tell 
you, anyone  
who will not  
receive the  

kingdom of God like a 
little child  
will never  
enter it.” 

 

Mark 10:15 
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"While the storm clouds gather far  
across the sea, 

Let us swear allegiance to a land that's free, 

Let us all be grateful for a land so fair, 

As we raise our voices in a solemn prayer.  

 

“God Bless America, 

Land that I love. 

Stand beside her, and guide her 

Thru the night with a light from above. 

From the mountains, to the prairies, 

To the oceans, white with foam 

God bless America, My home sweet home.” 

 

   Irving Berlin 

God Bless America 
God Bless America was written by Irving 
Berlin in 1918, and first sung in public by 
Kate Smith on her radio show on 
Armistice Day, November 11, 1938. This 
performance was reproduced in the 1943 
movie “This is the Army.” 

For a trip down nostalgia lane to hear the 
original presentation on her radio show, 
point your browser to: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=b1rKQReqJZg  

To view the video of the movie version go 
here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=7AOAH2lv3H0 

Religion in the Republic 
 Despotism may govern without faith, but liberty cannot. Religion is much more  
necessary in the republic which they set forth in glowing colors than in the monarchy 
which they attack; it is more needed in democratic republics than in any others. 

 How is it possible that society should escape destruction if the moral tie is not 
strengthened in proportion as the political tie is relaxed? And what can be done with a  
people who are their own masters if they are not submissive to the Deity? 

        —Alexis de Tocqueville (1805-1859) 
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Sunday School 
Sundays 9:30 a.m.—10:30 a.m. 

 
Kids & Youth 

Kids and Youth Sunday School is on summer 
break, but will resume in the fall. 

Adults  
Scripture Searchers 

 Scripture Searchers will resume classes  as 
soon as it is deemed safe by our Session. When we 
resume, we will start a five-week study of Paul's first 
two letters, I & II Thessalonians, as he addresses the 
faith of a small congregation of new Christians by 
encouraging them to remember to live to please God 
and to maintain hope in the resurrection.   

 When we are again holding class, join our 
fellowship in the library each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. for 
lessons led by Jeanie Roberts. Come when you can, 
leave when you must. 

 

Small Groups 

Lunch and Bible Study 
 You are invited on a brown bag luncheon 
journey on Biblical Route 3:16 with your tour guide 
Dr. Dennis Bennett at noon on Tuesdays in  
Fellowship Hall, starting July 7, 2020.  

 This is “A Walk Through Every Book of the 
Bible,” followed by a brown bag lunch. It was hit in 
1996! It will help you see the theological thread that 
is woven through our Holy Scriptures! 

  You won’t want to miss this special kind of 
Bible study opportunity, so pack your brown bag and 
put this exciting trip on your calendar now. 

 

Thursdays on Pause 
 None of us will forget the Spring of 2020! 
Because of the pandemic guidelines, the Thursday 
Bible Study group has been meeting outside the 
church building on the grounds. Our study has been 
on the “Sermon on the Mount” from the Gospel of 
Matthew. How appropriate that we are outside! This 
study has been completed, and the group is now on 
summer pause.  

 Assuming things will be `”back to normal” 
this fall, Thursdays will start again on September 24. 
Watch the Pres-By-Lines and bulletins for time and 
place. A session of Bible Study and homemade 
cookies makes everything better!  

 

“If you want to touch the past, touch a rock. If you want to touch the 
present, touch a flower. If you want to touch the future, touch a life.” 
        —Author unknown 
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May Financial Picture 
 Our receipts of pledged income for May were 
$24,964, which was about $4,000 under budget. Also 
unbudgeted and loose change receipts were also 
down  about $5,600 under budget. 

 On the upside, however, expenses were 
$20,000 under budget, thus we ended the month with 
a surplus  of $10,709.91, and a year-to-date surplus of 
$48.758.35. 

 On the investment side, unlike last month, our 
investments showed a gain of $8,000, which almost 
recouped our last month’s loss of $9,000. This will 
definitely improve the amount of scholarship awards 
we are able to give. 

Even though all events were canceled, we still have 
to pay salaries every week, utilities, insurances, 
maintenance contracts, etc. so we appreciate  your 
keeping up your tithes and contributions. 

 

On-Line Giving 

If you are interested in making your 
contributions other than by cash or check, a good way 
to pay your pledge is to call or go to your bank and 
arrange to have it automatically withdrawn by bill 
pay. You can also make individual contributions at 
home via on-line banking.  

Another way, which will save you some tax 
money in the end, is to have your IRA required 
minimum distribution sent directly to the church. 
That’s a good idea. 

 If you have any questions, please don’t  
hesitate to contact me or a member of the Budget, 
Finance, and Stewardship Committee. 

Betty Jones, Treasurer 

 

Missions 
A Forever Home 

 Our own Mary Palmer completed all the 
hours (over 700) and all the legal paperwork to 
receive the keys to her brand new Habitat for 
Humanity home on May 29. We all celebrate with 
Mary after this long journey to realize the security of 
her own home. 

 When the pandemic restrictions are lifted, 
Habitat for Humanity will have a formal dedication. 
As a church family, we can all share in this monu-
mental challenge accomplished! 

 Watch the church bulletins or Pres-By-Lines 
for the date. And we can appreciate that brand new 
washer and dryer. Congratulations, Mary and her 
family, Mary Beth, Brian, and Sally Smith. 

 

 

Toy Time 
 The month of July is toy time. Every month 
our church family collects different items for our 
Operation Christmas Child shoebox mission project. 
This month is small toys that will fit easily into a 
shoebox. Think small cars and trucks, dolls, yo-yos, 
paddle balls, marbles, slinkies, balloons, jump ropes, 
magnifying glass, etc. 

 Use your imagination and try to remember 
what was your treasure as a child? We have a good 
supply of tennis balls (via Nancy Royalty) and lots of 
stuffed animals. All these goodies are being stored in 
anticipation of our packing party and WOW dinner 
on Wednesday, September 16.  

 Bring your shoebox finds to Heidi’s cubby 
hole storage bin by the church office. Imagine the joy 
of a child (perhaps in a refugee camp) opening their 
very own shoebox of love and treasures. Any 
questions? Contact Audrey Mattox, the shoebox 
advocate, at 341-2484. It’s a mission! 
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     Birthdays  
1 Don Bailey 
2  Nancy Stein 
3 Amanda Ellis 

Connie Reynolds 
 Michael Reynolds 
5 Amy Coleman 
6 Carrie Sadler 
7 Jan Middlemas 
 Susan Simpkins 
 Clark Stillwell 
8 Betty Lou Jones 
9 Juan Fuentes 
10 Frank Mattox 
11 Beth DeFazio 
13 Peggy Herbst 

Will Stanton 
14 Diane Dooge 
 Suzanne Matthews 
15 Ruth Barrett 
16  Phyllis Smith 

Tommie Preniczky 
18 Cathy Larson 
 Bob Suplee 
22 Chelsea Ellis 
24 Colin Carella 
25 Dolores Pakes 
 Marian Strohl 
27 Sam Hurst 
29 Gudrun Ashworth 
 Chuck Klein 
 Bob Nave 

30 Thalia Fleetwood 
31 Tere Allen 
 
 

Youth Birthdays 
3 Sally Smith 
 Joshua Mooney 
23 Chase Bresnahan 
28 Bella Boccia  
 
 

      Anniversaries 
4 Greg & Sarah Andreichuk 
7 Bill & Bonnie Buesching 
11 Ron & Judy Embling 
17 Danny Sullivan & Jennifer Anderson 
24 Jock & Martha Coughlan 
27 Paul & Lori Gibbs 
29 Bob & Gail Nave 
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Noted the wedding of Bruce Cook and Georgia Lovelace on May 3, 2020. 

Noted the deaths of Kimberly Huff in February 2020, Morna Elhage on March 6, 2020, and Betty 
Knieper on April 20, 2020. 

Passed the following motions: 

· to approve the hiring of an additional office assistant. 

· to delay the triennial picture directory until a permanent pastor is in residence. 

· to rescind restrictions on using church property provided participants adhere to CDC guidelines. 

· to form a Pastor Search Committee. 

· to have the Pastor provide copies of the Joys and Concerns of the Church, Pres-By-Lines, and 
sermon notes to passers-by on Sunday Mornings, should she continue the Sunday morning  
greetings. 

· to develop a plan, procure equipment, identify sufficient personnel, and provide training to  
facilitate the implementation of streaming video services in the immediate future. 

· to reinstitute the previous format for the Joys and Concerns of the Church document.  

· to reopen the church with restrictions on July 5, 2020. 

· to purchase a video streaming system and enlarge the sound booth. 

· to terminate the contractual relationship between FPC and Pastor Kaaren Nesmith effective June 
30, 2020. 

· to dissolve the Associate Pastor Committee. 

· to approve a Bible study program by Rev. Dr. Dennis Bennett. 

 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, “For everything there is a season, 
and a time for every matter under heaven.” Which of the 
following are mentioned in the list that follows? 

A. a time to teach, and a time to learn 

B. a time to mourn, and a time to dance 

C. a time to fast, and a time to eat 

D. a time to work, and a time to rest 
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Dear Friends, 
 Thank you for your recent donation of $500. 
Your gift will help us continue our mission of 
feeding hungry children right here in our county. 
I’ve enclosed a portion of the surveys we send home 
each year. As you can see, your generosity truly 
makes a difference. 

With Gratitude, 
Christian Reed 

Citrus County Blessings 

 

In an initiative Kenn Thornton has dubbed “God’s 
Blessings,” Kenn and side-kick Betty  

Paschall have earned our very 
first “Love Thy Neighbor” 
award for the work they are 

doing in preparing, packaging, 
and distributing meals to our 

congregants and friends in need. 
 Since May 22, Kenn has 
prepared over 200 meals in her 
own kitchen. Once the meals  
are packaged, Kenn and Betty 

deliver them, to the thanks and appreciation of  
the recipients. 
 Not resting on their laurels, the dynamic duo 
has plans for further meal deliveries on June 29,  
July 12, and July 28. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 How about some fresh air with the proper 
social distancing? A church golf scramble can meet 
both guidelines. A scramble has been scheduled for 
Wednesday, July 15, at the Lakeview Country Club 
off Highway 41 North towards Hernando. 

  Tee time is 10:00 a.m. Cost is $20 for nine 
holes and lunch afterwards. Nine holes without 
lunch is $15. Spouses, friends, or family can join for 
lunch at $8 each at the Lakeside Grill.  

 Form your own team of 4 or just sign up and 
be assigned to a team. Open to anyone – this can be 
an outreach event! To sign up, phone  
Greg Andreichuk at 860-0426 or Frank Mattox 
at 341-2484. 
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Editor’s Corner 

 Each month the Pres-
By-Lines is available for view-
ing or download on our web-
site www.fpcinverness.org. It 
also is available in print  
at the Ask Me Information 
Desk in the Narthex and  

in the lobby adjacent to the church office. 

 Please note, the deadline for the July issue is 
Wednesday, July 15. 

 

Committee chairper-
sons and others who have 

news, comments, or sugges-
tions should place the items in 

John Engberg’s church office 
mailbox, or email them to him at 

mrbyte@earthlink.net, or to the church at 
fpcinvoffice@gmail.com. 

John Engberg 
Editor 

 
 

DEADLIN
E 

Help Wanted 

Sound Booth Assistant 
 We are looking for volunteers to assist in the sound booth on Sundays. We 
really need your help. Sound booth functions are critical activities in the  
conduct of  our worship services, our CD ministry, and in the production of  our 
new videocasts; and we currently have no personnel back-up capability.  
 If  you are looking for a new adventure in contributing your time and 
talents to the church, or if  you know someone who might be interested, please 
call Danny Birstler for details at 476-4504, or call the church at 637-0770 if  
Danny is not available. 

Christian Symbols 
 The violet, a symbol of humility, is used most often 

to refer to the Virgin Mary, whom St. Bernard (1090-
1153) described as “the violet of humility.” The 
purple flower also is sometimes used to express 
Christ’s humility in assuming human form. 



Page 12     

3 July – 11 August 

1st of July 

O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain, 

For purple mountain majesties 
Above the fruited plain! 

  
America! America! 

God shed His grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea! 
 

America! America! 
God mend thine every flaw, 

Confirm thy soul in self-control, 
Thy liberty in law. 

 
O beautiful for heroes proved 

In liberating strife, 
Who more than self their country loved, 

And mercy more than life. 
 

America! America! 
May God thy gold refine 

Till all success be nobleness, 
And ev'ry gain divine. 

 
O beautiful for patriot dream 
That sees beyond the years 
Thine alabaster cities gleam 
Undimmed by human tears. 

 
America! America! 

God shed His grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea. 
 

Lyrics by Katherine Lee Bates, 1893 
Music by Samuel A. Ward, 1910 

America the Beautiful 


