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This morning’s Gospel Lesson is another familiar Post Resurrection event …… known as 

The Road to Emmaus.  It offers mystery, resurrection evidence, revelation, and HOPE.  You 
might consider closing your eyes to imagine this story that we find in the 24th chapter of Luke’s 
Gospel vs. 13 - 35.  Now, don’t go to sleep, but see if you can mentally join these travelers on 
the road to Emmaus.     Please see the Bulletin for the Scripture 

They were shrouded in feelings of helplessness and hopelessness as Cleopas and his 
companion headed to Emmaus.  Deep in thought, they don’t notice that a stranger has joined 
them.  And when this stranger asks what they are talking so intently about, they can’t believe he 
doesn’t KNOW about the terrible events that took place in Jerusalem!!  And yet, I’m guessing 
they were grateful for this opportunity to tell this stranger exactly what happened.  For that’s 
how we process the troublesome events in our life, isn’t it.  We NEED to talk about it …… to 
tell and re-tell what happened.  Because doing so helps us ACCEPT the reality – especially of 
those events over which we’ve had no control.   

Jesus responds to their story by reciting Scripture; Scripture which recalled God’s 
covenant with his people.  And these travelers are so comforted by this stranger’s explanation of 
scripture and the perspective he offered about these things THAT needed to happen when they 
arrive home, they didn’t want him to go; so they invite him to stay for supper.  All this time, 
these 2 travelers still DO NOT RECOGNIZE who He is!  I think we can relate to that as well.  
I know when I am completely preoccupied with something, especially something that’s heavy on 
my heart, I’m not always fully aware of the world around me.  Our brain tells us someone is 
speaking to us; we hear the sound of someone’s voice, but we simply are not on-line.  

But as soon as Jesus picks up the bread from the table, blesses and breaks it, and gives it 
to them, they DO recognize him.  This is no stranger….This is Jesus,….the Christ,….the 
promised Messiah. 
This wonderful post-resurrection story starts out sad and ends with great joy and happiness 
causing this couple to turn around and race back to Jerusalem to SHARE what they now know to 
be true. It’s a story about the restoration of hope, and of seeing and understanding Jesus in a new 
way, ….with new eyes. 

I selected this Scripture this morning because You and I have just started our journey 
together.  This time we have together will be an INBETWEEN TIME; An INTERIM.  In 
between yesterday and tomorrow.  A journey that will be a lot like that road between Jerusalem 
and Emmaus.  There will be times when we feel confused or troubled when we won’t understand 
what just happened.  Sometimes the Presence of the Holy Spirit will be so real, so 
overwhelming, that we simply won’t want to move on.  Of course, there will be some challenges, 
and lots of opportunities for remembering past events as well as envisioning possibilities that are 
waiting in tomorrow.   So given our Scripture about these travelers whom Jesus joins on the  



Road to Emmaus,     I wore my TRAVELING CLOTHES.      As your INTERIM PASTOR, I 
thought I’d bring my backpack that contains my Interim Tools. These are the things we will use 
to make this journey together. 
 
Bible the most important tool we use is The Word.  This is at the CENTER of our life together. 
We will read it, LEARN FROM it, and be challenged by it like Cleopas and his companion. 
 
Chalice/Bowl:  Next we have items which represent the two Sacraments we celebrate:  Baptism 
and Communion.  When we feel the Word burning in our hearts, we want to respond.  The 
church gives us these sacraments as one sure way to express our gratitude for God’s gift to us in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Stole:  This, of course, is a stole.  It represents the life of servanthood we are privileged to live, 
and the act of worship ̶ an act of praise and thanksgiving.  During this time we will review WHY 
we worship.  WHAT it means.  HOW does it connect us to our Creator, and to one another.  This 
time of transition provides an unparalleled opportunity to look at worship in a fresh light.     
 
Interim Tasks:  This is our Itinerary! 
Basically, THESE INTERIM TASKS are somewhat like our yearly exam at the doctor’s office: 
How is your heart?  How clear are your eyes for seeing new opportunities?  Are you hearing 
God’s still small voice?  Have your leadership skills been exercised regularly?  Do you need to 
shed a few pounds of unnecessary functions?  Well…. You get the idea.  
 
THE FIVE INTERIM TASKS:  

1. Honor and lay aside the past  
2. Discover New Possibilities/Present Resources 
3. Develop New Leadership 
4. Mend Fences (Presbytery) & other faith communities 
5. Prepare to Receive the New Pastor 

 
Constitution of PCUSA:  The Book of Confessions and the Book of Order - which together 
make up the Constitution of the PCUSA.  This is our FIELD GUILD.  Those who lead will need 
to be familiar with its contents so we do not lose our way. 
 
Elephant Finder:  THIS is an Elephant Finder!!  It’s what I use to lift rugs around the church 
and pinch at large grey silent things that LIKE to sit in the middle of rooms!  OFTEN there’s an 
Elephant-sized issue folks JUST prefer not to talk about.  Should there be any here, we will 
CAREFULLY, shed some light on it Address it, Bag it, and leave it at the side of the road. 
 
Pruning Shears:  If you’re even a novice gardener you know what these are:  A pair of pruning 
shears!! Sometimes there are things we MAY NEED to clip back in order to make them grow 
better. 
  
Matches:  Occasionally, an Interim is called upon to light some fires!.... under people.  So I 
always carry these with me.    The other reason to carry Matches is to light a candle which 



represents the Spirit of Christ….. We will want to brush up on our spiritual disciples during this 
time AS WELL.           And that’s it.   
 
These are the TOOLS we will use to prepare you for a Christ-filled future. 
There are two things I want to be sure you notice: first of all there are NO MIRACLES in my 
bag.  See?  And second, every single item ….. and all that they represent are found right here in 
THE LIFE OF THIS CONGREGATION.  Well,….maybe not the Elephant Finder,....but You 
have all the other tools you need to complete your Interim Journey.  I bring nothing 
extraordinary with me.  I bring only   the belief   that as a healthy, loving, congregation, BY 
LISTENING for Christ’s call on your life as a community; you already possess everything that’s 
needed to make this journey successfully.  This INTERIM time is intended to help you make the 
best possible decision regarding the pastor you WANT and NEED to CALL.  
 BUT,   Just as we heard Jesus last week tell those who wanted to travel with him, we too 
will need to travel light – leaving behind any baggage that is unnecessary.  I’M here to help you 
recognize what is essential, and what may need to be tweaked, updated, or refreshed so you are 
totally READY to WELCOME the pastor whom you will call.  As your Interim – there may be 
some ‘hard questions’ I must ask.  But I promise, in the process we will definitely have some 
fun! 
 It’s a privileged to be an Interim Minister, because it is in these times of transition – 
(when we are feeling most vulnerable) – that God has the greatest opportunity to re-fashion us 
according to His will.    So, I hope to encourage and empower you to open yourselves to the holy 
possibilities that await you.  And before someone asks, let me answer what MANY are 
wondering:    “How Long will this take?”    I think we find the answer right here in this Emmaus 
Story………listen again to vs. 30 & 31: 

Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that he took bread, blessed and 
broke it, and gave it to them, then their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and he vanished 
from their sight ….        “and their eyes were opened, and they knew Him”     
When the healing from the loss of your previous pastor has taken place, and you are ready to 
embrace new possibilities with new leadership,  when your eyes are open to HOW God is calling 
you; when you recognize Christ in that understanding of your calling, that’s when you will be 
ready to call your next pastor. 
   Well, …. we have just about everything we need to begin this journey together…  Just 
about…for in order to be successful we definitely need YOU.  ALL of you.  ALL who call this 
church home.  You may have friends who will tell you that they will WAIT until the new pastor 
comes before they return. …. if so, I urge you to be like our Emmaus travelers …… RUN and 
FIND them!   Tell them we are about to begin something very important.   
Tell them we are ready to open ourselves to new possibilities!!   Tell them….. that we don’t want 
to leave them behind  as we prepare to move into tomorrow.  Tell them not to wait, but to tune in 
and be part of this important adventure. 

You know, actually, YOUR TIME OF TRANSITION has begun a lot like that Road Trip 
Cleopas and his companion made from Jerusalem to Emmaus – they were depressed and they 



were angry.  They thought the events that had taken place were so devastating that they simply 
couldn’t imagine how they could ever recover.  They were so broken hearted that they did not 
recognize that Jesus was walking with them all the while.  Just remember, The Holy Spirit that 
will guide you from today into tomorrow isn’t found in my backpack – like everything else,  it is 
found RIGHT IN HERE .… in your hearts.  I pray that this time we have together will be a time 
of healing,  a time of reflection,  a time of sharing and learning new skills - - maybe we will all 
learn to  ZOOM?  Huh?  We’ll see!  So, as we prepare to leave yesterday and look toward 
tomorrow, I pray God’s blessing will be upon us all.  


