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Mission Statement: 
“To know Jesus 

Christ personally, to 
make Him known, 
and to reflect His 
love through wor-

ship, education, and 
service to all.” 

         
First Presbyterian Church of Inverness is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

May 2020 

First Presbyterian 
Church 

206 Washington Ave. 
Inverness, FL 

34450 
Phone: 352-637-0770 

Fax: 352-637-6326 
Website: 

www.fpcinverness.org 
Email:  

fpcinvoffice 
@gmail.com 

Mission Statement: “To 
know Jesus Christ 
personally, to make 
Him known, and to 

reflect His love through  
worship, education, and 

service to all.” 

 “Truly I tell 
you, anyone  
who will not  
receive the  

kingdom of God like a 
little child  
will never  
enter it.” 

 

Mark 10:15 

Lest 
We 

Forget 
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 May! It’s May? Thank goodness my daily meds are kept in a little plastic 
wheel; otherwise I wouldn’t know what day it is. Now I need something to remind 
me what MONTH it is! When our routines are interrupted, it’s difficult to know!   

 Except for that year when I ‘gave up butter’, this year’s Lenten Season was 
the longest I can ever remember. In the absence of a glorious Easter Sunday, it’s 
easy to feel like we are adrift, sort of dozing our way through the Easter Season.   

 As a Hoosier, May means one thing: the Indianapolis 500 - not this year. 
Normally May means planning Memorial Day picnics, visiting the cemetery, 
making a serious trip to the garden and hardware store; or stocking up 
for hurricane season. All of which will be curtailed to some degree this year. But 

no matter where you’re from, or what your family traditions are, May always means Mother’s Day! (May 10). 
I’m told that Mother’s Day is the busiest day of the year for restaurants. I can hear those rain checks falling 
already.   

 What was your mother’s philosophy of life? What inspired her? Was there something she used to tell 
you when your day or plans didn’t pan out? What family stories did she share with you as a child? Sharing 
those stories is such a loving and respectful way to honor our parents. Perhaps this particular Mother’s Day 
would be an excellent time to reflect on the ways our mothers showed their love for us. So, instead of 
bemoaning that we can’t go where we’d like to go, maybe pull out that old picture album, and revisit where 
we’ve come from.   

 To all mothers, and all who’ve had a mother, I wish you a reflective and blessed Mother’s Day.  

Peace, 
Pastor Kaaren  

Uncle Sam Wants You! 
Actually, Uncle Sam doesn’t want you. We want you! 
We want you, we need you to help us ensure that  
your contact information - your address(es), phone  
number(s) and email address(es) are current, in the 
event we need to contact you, as we have been 
attempting to do as the result of the current church  
closure. If there have been any changes in your 
contact information since you became associated 
with the church, please contact the church office at 
637-0770. Thank you in advance for your help. 

Pastor Nesmith 

What Month is This? 
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Sunday School 
Sundays 9:30 a.m.—10:30 a.m. 

 
Kids & Youth 

The curriculum for K-2nd grade is Bible 
stories and crafts. It is led by Amy Coleman and  
Caryl Birstler. 

Grades 3-5 are studying “Digin – Digging 
Into The Life of Jesus” where children will learn 
about Jesus as a person and friend. It is led by Mary 
Beth Smith. 

Our Middle and High School class studies are 
varied lessons from ministry to youth. It is led by 
Bruce Cook. 

 

Adults  
Scripture Searchers 

 Scripture Searchers begin reading Paul’s 
epistles in chronological order with 1 Thessalonians, 
as Paul recognizes the faith of this small 
congregation of new Christians and encourages them 
to remember to live to please God and to maintain 
hope in the resurrection. 

 Join our fellowship in the library each  
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. for lessons led by Jeanie  
Roberts. Come when you can, leave when you must. 

 

 

Special Thursdays 
 Lots of cookies are baked and in the freezer 
ready for our post-quarantine resumption of the 
Thursday afternoon Bible Study. There are five more 
sessions on our study of the Sermon on the Mount 
from Matthew's Gospel. Check the church email or 
the website for more update. We miss the study and 
the fellowship, but it's all in the Lord's good timing. 
And the cookies are safe ‘til then! Come join this 
lively group as we soak in the words of Jesus. 
Questions and comments welcomed! 
  

Vacation Bible 
School 

 Our Vacation Bible 
School will be held this 
year from June 8-12. It’s an 
epic African adventure 
called Roar. At Roar, kids 
explore God’s goodness 
and celebrate a ferocious 
faith that powers them 
through this wild life. 

 Lessons start with Bible truth and use creative 
activities to help kids experience God’s Word and 
apply it to life. So when kids experience a lesson, 
they don’t just hear it. They do it. This type of  
training is called REAL learning - Relational,  
Experiential, Applicable, Learner-based. 

 Don’t miss the fun of this wonderful 
adventure! Bring your kids, grandkids, and your 
neighbors’ kids, too! 

Sunday School and other Bible Study opportunities have been  
suspended until the church is reopened. At that time, the  

schedule shown below will be resumed. 
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Financial Information 
 Our budgeted pledged income for March was 
$54,674, but because of our closing in March, due to 
the Corona Virus situation, we only received $18,739 
of this amount. Additionally, however, we received 
$7,634 in non-pledged and loose change and $1,000 
in other income for a total of $27,273, basically half 
of our budgeted amount.  

 Although our expenses for March were 
$34,814 under budget by $18,000, we still ended the 
month with a net loss of $7,541; fortunately we still 
have a year-to-date surplus of $25,135.  

 On the investment front we did poorly, losing 
over $9,000 in March. But knowing the market, 
eventually we most likely recoup this. 

 We paid the second installment, $6,000, on 
our per capita requirement of $13,000. Thanks to 
everyone who contributed their portion, $9,000 of 
this amount was covered. 

 Even though all events were canceled, we still 
have to pay salaries every week, utilities, insurances, 
maintenance contracts, etc. so we appreciate your 
keeping up your tithes and contributions. April will 
be an even more difficult month, and we will be 
paying an interim pastor at that time. 

On-Line Giving 

If you are interested in making your 
contributions other than by cash or check, a good way 
to pay your pledge is to call or go to your bank and 
arrange to have it automatically withdrawn by bill 
pay. You can also make individual contributions at 
home via on-line banking.  

Another way, which will save you some tax 
money in the end, is to have your IRA required 
minimum distribution sent directly to the church. 
That’s a good idea. 

 If you have any questions, please don’t  
hesitate to contact me or a member of the Budget, 
Finance, and Stewardship Committee. 

Betty Jones, Treasurer 

Missions 
Habitat for Humanity 

One of Our Own 
 As with many volunteer projects, Habitat for 
Humanity of Citrus County has had a slow-down due 
to the corona virus quarantine. But our own Mary 
Palmer is still expected to have her home dedication 
within the next few months. The foundation, walls, 
and roof are up at her site on Porter St. off of Croft 
Ave. Watch the church bulletin or website for the 
dedication date. 

 Mary can show us her home and the brand 
new Whirlpool washer and dryer as we celebrate her 
great accomplishment. This one is personal! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 What's your favorite color? The month of 
May will be a colorful time for our Operation Christ-
mas Child Shoebox Ministry. Every month we collect 
a different item for our shoebox packing party in  
September. The packing party this year is scheduled 
for September 15.  

 The item for the month of May is coloring 
books and crayons. All children (and many adults) 
enjoy coloring - we try to include books and crayons 
in each shoebox. So bring your finds to Heidi's cubby 
hole slot near the church office. Everything will be 
stored until our kick-off event in September. All year 
long think shoeboxing and be alert for those bargains! 

 Any questions? Contact Audrey Mattox, the 
shoebox lady, at 341~2484 or see her in church. 
Color us happy! 
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Outreach 101 
What Does Outreach Do? 

 The goal of our Outreach Committee is to do 
more of what works well for our church. To do 
better at what serves as acceptable, but that can be  
improved. As members of the Outreach Committee 
we make decisions that express direction, we plan 
events to get our name First Presbyterian Church out 
into the community and make our presence known. 

 These are some of the things we do: 

 We prepare the visitor packets as well as 
having ample supply at the Ask Me Desk and in the 
Sanctuary. 

 We have visitor teams that are responsible 
for contacting all newcomers. We obtain a list  
of newcomers from the church office each Monday. 

 We prepare information packets, including 
literature, mugs with pens, and a loaf of bread, to 
each new member presented at their appropriate 
service.  

 We prepare for our “Bring a Friend” Sunday, 
which is designated as a yearly event. 

 We develop and participate in the community 
programs that will promote and identify FPCI and 
welcome all. This is also to include preparing all 
advertisement, organizing supplies, and/or 
purchasing supplies, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Truly it seems that we are never  
so alive as when we concern  
ourselves with other people.” 

     —Harry Chapin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Fellowship Committee, AKA Team 
Pelican, was in action on Wednesday, April 22, 
providing Sonic Drive-In style car-side delivery 
(sans roller skates) of prepared meals from Kenn’s 
Kitchen, to congregants and their friends and 
neighbors.  

 Approximately 140 meals were delivered in 
what was a very successful inaugural effort to  
provide this kind of service to our parishioners and 
our community. Congratulations on a job well done! 

  

A Memorial Day Prayer 
 We remember, O Lord, all those  
people throughout the years who have 
made the supreme sacrifice for our  
country, for liberty, for us. Whenever we 
breathe the air of freedom or claim the right 
to justice or enjoy the privilege of worship, 
fill us with gratitude for those who selflessly 
gave the last full measure of devotion - their 
very lives - for our benefit. 

 May these brave men and 
women now know the joy of 
eternity and your presence. And 
may the families of the 
fallen receive comfort and 
peace amid their grief. 
Help us as we minister to 
their needs. Through  
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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From and About Our Members 
 
 

 

Dear John and all the wonderful people who made 
the Easter week memorable, 

 Each service was so meaningful. I thought 
taking communion in the quiet of my home was 
very meaningful. Thank you technicians, musicians, 
and Pastor Jim for a very unique and special Easter. 
God is with us wherever we are. 

Judy Foss 

 

Dear Russ, 

 I pray you and members of First 
 Presbyterian Church of Inverness are well. These 
are very uncertain days in which we live. Being 
quarantined and practicing self-isolation can be 
difficult for those individuals who are active. If you 
are quarantined or practicing self-isolation, I pray 
you will find purpose in that you are keeping your-
self, your family, and your community safe and 
slowing the spread of the coronavirus. 

 I have enclosed a Certificate of Appreciation 
that I hope you will soon be able to share with the 
the other members of First Presbyterian Church of 
Inverness. This is a small way for me to say thank 
you for the generous gift of your collective time. 
My only disappointment is that I could not present 
this Certificate of Appreciation to First Presbyterian 
Church of Inverness personally at the annual  
Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast. 

 The Salvation Army in Citrus County is 
thankful to be an essential organization as we  
continue to provide both financial and material 

assistance to those who are suffering the  
effects of the coronavirus. Many neighbors already 
struggling to make ends meet have been further  
devastated by the recent COVID-19 disaster. People 
who never thought they would need help are turning 
to The Salvation Army for food, rent and utilities, 
and other emergency assistance. 

 Because of the generous support of First 
Presbyterian Church of Inverness, the Salvation  
Army is on the front line in the battle against 
helplessness, hopelessness, and poverty. 

Sincerely, 
Kenneth A Fagan, Major 

Commanding Officer 
Citrus County Corps 

 

Dear Kenn Thornton and Jeanie Roberts, 

 Thank you so very much for bringing John 
and me a home cooked meal after I got out of the 
hospital recently. It was a very kind gesture on the 
part of Team Pelican, and we appreciated your love 
and thoughtfulness so very much 

In Christian Love, 
Karen Dallas 

 

 

The congregation would like to express its 
deepest sympathy to the Knieper family on the 
death of Betty Knieper, who passed into the Life 
Eternal on April 20. 

We also would like to extend our most 
heartfelt condolences to the Nardone family on the  
passing of John Nardone, the son of Ella Nardone.. 
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Editor’s Corner 

 Each month the Pres-
By-Lines is available for view-
ing or download on our web-
site www.fpcinverness.org. It 
also is available in print  
at the Ask Me Information 
Desk in the Narthex and  

in the lobby adjacent to the church office. 

 Please note, the deadline for the June issue 
is Friday, May 15. 

 

Committee chairper-
sons and others who have 

news, comments, or sugges-
tions should place the items in 

John Engberg’s church office 
mailbox, or email them to him at 

mrbyte@earthlink.net, or to the church at 
fpcinvoffice@gmail.com. 

John Engberg 
Editor 

Nurse’s Corner 

 
 

DEADLIN
E 

   Some Useful Tips  
 According to Consumers Reports, an orange a day has the power to 
control the negative effects of sodium and may help lower blood 
pressure, reduce the risk of stroke and help keep your heart healthy. 
Oranges are rich in potassium, the mineral that helps regulate sodium.  

 Sunflower and safflower oil will provide the same heart protection as 
Olive oil and can cost less. Spreading bread with almond butter instead  
of butter will help cut down on saturated fats and provides some  

extra fiber. 

 Stress de-stressor - One way to reduce stress is to argue nicely. Stress hormones can 
weaken disease fighting cells. Choose your words carefully and improve communication. 

 The antioxidants and other food compounds found in fruit and vegetables will help to  
lower levels of depression. Research shows that a bowl of cherries will have more nutrients  
if refrigerated. 

 The best way to prevent falls is to build up muscles in the in the legs and enhance balance. 
Tai Chi is one form of exercise that can help build body awareness, confidence, and develop  
balance. Research shows that people who practice this exercise cut their risk of falling almost in 
half. 

 Another reason to get a massage: Hands on therapy activates the body’s parasympathetic 
nervous system, which in turn relaxes muscles and increases serotonin and dopamine, chemicals 
that control pain. For some it is almost as effective as a narcotic. 
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May 7 
Mother’s Day, May 10 

ArmeD 
 Forces Day 

May 16 

Victoria Day, May 18 

Ascension Day, May 21 

Memorial Day, May 25 Pentecost, May 31 


