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Mission Statement: 
“To know Jesus 

Christ personally, to 
make Him known, 
and to reflect His 
love through wor-

ship, education, and 
service to all.” 

         First Presbyterian Church of Inverness is a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

April 2020 

First Presbyterian 
Church 

206 Washington Ave. 
Inverness, FL 

34450 
Phone: 352-637-0770 

Fax: 352-637-6326 
Website: 

www.fpcinverness.org 
Email:  

fpcinvoffice 
@gmail.com 

Mission Statement: “To 
know Jesus Christ per-
sonally, to make Him 
known, and to reflect 

His love through  
worship, education, and 

service to all.” 

 “Truly I tell 
you, anyone  
who will not  
receive the  

kingdom of God like a 
little child  
will never  
enter it.” 

 

Mark 10:15 
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Corona Virus Impacts Our Church 
Dear Parishioners, 

 We are continuing to monitor the evolving circumstances surrounding COVID-19. As you 
may know, the Governor has issued a “stay at home” order that is effective April 1. He also has 
issued a list of essential businesses that may continue to function during this period of crisis. 
Churches, synagogues, and other places of worship are listed as essential businesses. 

 That being said, we have reexamined our current situation, i.e., closing the church, and have 
concluded, with great sadness, that it is in the best interest of all of us to remain closed at least 
through the month of April. At that time, we will reevaluate our situation. 

 Even though our services have been cancelled, there are churches in the Presbytery that are 
streaming their services live over the internet. Unfortunately, we do not have this capability at this 
time. However, we may be in a position to have sermon podcasts available soon. In the interim, 
please avail yourself of the opportunity to view a live streaming service. A partial listing of churches 
in our Presbytery that do streaming is contained on our website in the Corona Virus Actions Page in 
the Happenings menu. 

 In the meantime, we would ask that you continue to support the church with your pledges and 
contributions to help defray the costs associated with maintaining our church - utilities, payroll, 
maintenance, etc. You can make your pledge by check, or through you bank, electronically. 

The Session 

Uncle Sam Wants You! 
Actually, Uncle Sam doesn’t want you. We want you! 
We want you to help us ensure that your contact  
information - your address(es), phone number(s), 
and email address(es) are current, in the event we 
need to contact you, as we have been attempting to 
do as the result of the current church closure. If there 
have been any changes in your contact information 
since you became associated with the church, please 
contact the church office at 637-0770. Thank you in 
advance for your help. 
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Sunday School 
Sundays 9:30 a.m.—10:30 a.m. 

 
Kids & Youth 

The curriculum for K-2nd grade is Bible 
stories and crafts. It is led by Amy Coleman and  
Caryl Birstler. 

Grades 3-5 are studying “Digin – Digging 
Into The Life of Jesus” where children will learn 
about Jesus as a person and friend. It is led by Mary 
Beth Smith. 

Our Middle and High School class studies are 
varied lessons from ministry to youth. It is led by 
Bruce Cook. 

 

Adults  
Scripture Searchers 

 Scripture Searchers begin reading Paul’s 
epistles in chronological order with 1 Thessalonians, 
as Paul recognizes the faith of this small 
congregation of new Christians and encourages them 
to remember to live to please God and to maintain 
hope in the resurrection. 

 Join our fellowship in the library each  
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. for lessons led by Jeanie  
Roberts. Come when you can, leave when you must. 

 

 

Those Special Thursdays 
 The Thursday Bible Study Group is 
continuing their emphasis on the Sermon on the 
Mount from Matthew's Gospel. There’s lots of 
discussion, lots of opinions, and lots of fellowship 
and prayer, What a good combination for a Thursday 
afternoon at 3:30 p.m. in the church library. And the 
cookies are an extra bonus! Bring your Bible and see 
for yourself. 

 

Vacation Bible 
School 

 Our Vacation Bible 
School will be held this 
year from June 8-12. It’s an 
epic African adventure 
called Roar. At Roar, kids 
explore God’s goodness 
and celebrate a ferocious 
faith that powers them 
through this wild life. 

 Lessons start with Bible truth and use creative 
activities to help kids experience God’s Word and 
apply it to life. So when kids experience a lesson, 
they don’t just hear it. They do it. This type of  
training is called REAL learning - Relational,  
Experiential, Applicable, Learner-based. 

 Don’t miss the fun of this wonderful 
adventure! Bring your kids, grandkids, and your 
neighbors’ kids, too! 

Sunday School and other Bible Study opportunities have been  
suspended until the church is reopened. At that time, the  

schedule shown below will be resumed. 
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 In these uncertain times, we can be assured 
that God is our Redeemer and Savior. There are 
hundreds of hymns and songs available online that 
can bring comfort and hope, in any style we prefer. 
You likely have a collection of CDs as well. I encour-
age you to play and sing along with them. It will be 
such a joy to see everyone again in worship when we 
get the all clear. 

In joy, 
Karen Medrano 

Director of Music Ministries 

 
Bereavement Notes 

 I would like to thank everyone who has  
supplied time, food, and supplies to our committee 
for our Memorial Service receptions. As always, our 
goal is to provide a relaxing atmosphere in your time 
of grief. If we can be of help as you plan a memorial  
service for a loved one, please don’t hesitate to ask. 

Bruce Cook, Chairman 

 

Financial Information 
 Our pledged income for February 2020 was 
below budget by about $4,700, but our non-pledged, 
loose plate and other income was over budget by 
$1,400. With expenses for February under budget by 
$5,700, we ended the month with a net surplus of 
$11,591.02 and a year-to-date surplus of $32,521.42. 
While the year-to-date surplus would seem to be a lot 
of money, keep in mind that we are not paying a 
Pastor or Associate Pastor at this time. 

On-Line Giving 
If you are interested in making your 

contributions other than by cash or check, a good way 
to pay your pledge is to go to your bank and arrange 
to have it automatically withdrawn by bill pay. You 
can also make individual contributions at home via 
on-line banking. Another  way, which will save you 
some tax money, is to have your IRA 
required minimum distribution sent directly to the 
church. That’s a good idea. 

 If you have any questions, please don’t  
hesitate to contact me or a member of the Budget, 
Finance, and Stewardship Committee. 

Betty Jones, Treasurer 

 
 

 

Memorial Gifts 
Remembering Our Loved Ones 
 We thank you for your gifts of 

remembrance for Jill Sturtevant. 

 Remembering a loved 
one with a Memorial Gift is a 
permanent tribute. You may 
acknowledge them and their 
lives by bringing or mailing 
your gift to the church office. 
You may also place it in the 

offering plate. 

Please indicate clearly that your donation is a 
Memorial Gift, the name of the individual who is 
being remembered, and the name of the individual 
who is the donor. These gifts are recorded in the 
church Memorial Book located in the stand beneath 
the Tree of Life in the Narthex. 

Care Committee, Memorials 
Susan Simpkins 
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The Pelican Post 

 Our calendar is being adjusted according to 
Presbytery guidelines and the current needs within 
our congregation. Please be assured that Team  
Pelican will continue to prepare all meals with 
upmost safety. We are hopeful that the current 
closure will end soon, so we can get back to doing 
what we do best - Serving You! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Habitat for Humanity 
One of Our Own 

 One of our long-time members, Mary 
Palmer, has completed all the requirements of the 
Habitat for Humanity of Citrus County partnership. 
In fact, Mary has doubled the "sweat equity" hours 
needed--over 1,000 hours. That’s a testament to her 
dedication and perseverance -- she was determined!  

 Watch the church bulletin for the exact date 
for the dedication of her home off Croft Avenue. 
Let's celebrate with Mary and show our love at the 
dedication of her home 

2nd Annual 
Breakout BBQ 

 

 

 

 We knew you were looking forward to our 
second annual Breakout BBQ - an afternoon of fun, 
food and live music, too! But, unfortunately we have 
had to cancel the event for the time being. But stay 
tuned, we’ll be back! 

  

 

 

 

WHAT’S FUR APRIL? 

 Every month we collect a different item for 
our Operation Christmas Child shoebox ministry. 
Everything is stored until September when we have 
our kick-off WOW dinner and "packing party" to 
begin this Christmas mission project. 

 The month of April item will be small stuffed 
animals or little dolls (all small enough to fit in a 
standard shoebox). Something to hug is a basic need 
for children everywhere. We can send them a little 
bit of love through this small item.  

 Hold those fluffy items - and bring them to 
church after it has reopened Bring them to Heidi's 
cubby hole near the church office -- maybe some 
Easter bunnies? Anything soft and huggable will  
be treasured! 

 
 

“In life, there are many promotions 
 in spiritual growth,  

but there is no graduation.” 

—T.J. Bach 

Fellowship Mascot, Pedro, in His Best 
Easter Finery, Protects his Easter 

Eggs from Local Predators 
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The steps to Proper Hand Washing 

Step 1. Turn on the water to a comfortable warm temperature. 

Step 2. Wet the hands and then apply soap. Hands should be 
washed for one round of singing “Happy Birthday” or “Yankee 
Doodle.” Longer than you think. Germs are killed by vigorous hand 
washing, not a short easy scrub. 

Step 3. Rinse hands with palms facing down. Do not turn off the  
water. 

Step 4. Use a paper towel to dry hands being careful not to dry the 
arms first. If water has splashed to the arms, dry them last, otherwise you will 
re-contaminate your hands. 

Step 5. Now you can turn off the water using a dry paper towel. 

 I’ll bet you thought you knew how to do that, didn’t you? And I’ll bet you don’t do it that 
way; but I’ll bet you’ll think about this when you wash your hands from now on, because I’ll 
bet you know that good handwashing is the key to preventing you from spreading germs. 
Right? Right!  

Nurse’s Corner 

Jingle Bells 
Salvation Army Holiday Campaign 

 Each year, as a thank you for your volunteer 
work at the kettle, the Salvation Army holds an  
appreciation breakfast. This year the breakfast was 
scheduled for April 24. Unfortunately, as the  
result of caution and restrictions relating to the  
containment of the COVID-19 virus, the Salvation 
Army saw fit to cancel this year’s breakfast. 

 While the breakfast has been cancelled, the 
results of our participation in the  Kettle Campaign 
have not been! Our bell ringing last Christmas  
season at our Winn Dixie generated $10,436.47! 
 These funds will go a long way in furthering 
the mission of the Salvation Army in our county.  
Job well done, bell ringers!  
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© Memory-Improvement-Tips.com 

Old Testament Names 
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Birthdays 
1 Maggie Hall 
2 Sam Alford 
 Guy James 
3 Bonnie Purcell 
4 Jeff Dixon 
5 Craig Augustine 
 Tanya Jaros 
 Sara Kelly 
 Joanie Welch 
6 Phyllis LaFontaine 
8 Rev. Jim Capps 
9 Patsy Hancock 
 Amy Scalise 
10  Mary Jo Nimnicht 
11 Jace O’Leary 
12 Michelle Augustine-Fretz 
15 Kacie Sherouse 
20 Richard Skiles 
23 David Meyers 
25 Frank Robertson 
 Billy Joe Stoney 
29  D.J. Carella 
 Pat Foss 
 
 
 
 

 
Youth Birthdays 
4 Rylea Anacleto 
6 Brody Stauffer 
16 Jake Campbell 
19 Jessica Jones 
30 Jackson Jones 

 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
1 Gary & Vicki Oorbeck 
8 Ken & Marion Strohl 
11 Fred & Mary Ebhardt 
13 Gene & Jeanie Roberts 
20 Joe & Harriet Mirabella 
29  Phil & Linda Swain  
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Editor’s Corner 

 Each month the Pres-
By-Lines is available for view-
ing or download on our web-
site www.fpcinverness.org. It 
also is available in print  
at the Ask Me Information 
Desk in the Narthex and  

in the lobby adjacent to the church office. 

 Please note, the deadline for the May issue 
is Wednesday, April 15. 

 

Committee chairper-
sons and others who have 

news, comments, or sugges-
tions should place the items in 

John Engberg’s church office 
mailbox, or email them to him at 

mrbyte@earthlink.net, or to the church at 
fpcinvoffice@gmail.com. 

John Engberg 
Editor 

From and About Our Members 

 
 

DEADLIN
E 

In Sympathy 
The congregation would like to  

express its deepest sympathy to 
the Huff family on the death of 
Kimberly Huff in February, 
2020; and to the Elhage family 
on the passing of Morna 
 Elhage on March 6, 2020. 

We also extend our most sincere condolences to the 
Barfels family, on the death of Kurt Barfels, who 
passed into the Life Eternal on March 7, 2020 

“I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes 
in me, though he die, yet shall he live.” 

     John 11:25 
 
 

“Fellowship with Christ is participation in the divine 
life which finds its fullest expression 

in triumph over death….” 

     —William Temple 

 

 

 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 All of us at Citrus United Basket (CUB) 
would like to send you a heartfelt “thank you,” for 
the 2,162 pounds of food you donated to us during 
the year 2019. We truly appreciated your continued 
support.  

Sincerely, Kathy LaMons 

 

Men’s Fellowship Team, 

 Sometimes saying thank you doesn’t 
 seem like enough! Thank you, thank you! I  
appreciate the scholarship you gave me. It was an 
honor to receive it. 

Greg Woodcock 
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Holy Week 
April 5-12 

Maundy 

Thursday 

Good 
Friday 

Easter 

Sunday 

Palm 

Sunday 


