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Sunday School 
Sundays 9:30 a.m.—10:30 a.m. 

 
Kids & Youth 

The curriculum for K-2nd grade is Bible 
stories and crafts. It is led by Amy Coleman and 
Caryl Birstler. 

Grades 3-5 are studying “Digin – Digging 
Into The Life of Jesus” where children will learn 
about Jesus as a person and friend. It is led by Mary 
Beth Smith. 

Our Middle and High School class studies 
are varied lessons from ministry to youth. It is led 
by Bruce Cook. 

 

Adults  
 

Scripture Searchers 
Scripture Searchers adult Bible Study is  

following the travels of the Apostle Paul. Acts 15 
describes activity at the Jerusalem Council. Why 
did they meet? What did they decide? What does it 
mean for Christians today? Join us in the library 
each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. for a thoughtful study led 
by Jeanie Roberts. 

 

Other Bible Study 
Opportunities 

 
Those Special Thursdays 
The Thursday afternoon Bible Study  

continues with their “red letter” study of the words 
of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount in the gospel 
of Matthew. 

We’re not scholars but seekers, and the Lord 
blesses our search for understanding. Come join this 
spirited, lively group as we gather every Thursday 
afternoon at 3:30 p.m. in the church library. We 
have a different flavored cookie for you every time! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
As everyone knows by now, Pastor Pfeifer 

has departed for his new church and ministry. That 
means we are now in a transition period where we 
will be seeking an Interim Pastor and eventually a 
permanent Senior Pastor.  

As well as the departure of our pastor, we 
have had the departure of some members of our 
Stephen Ministry team, leaders, as well as Stephen 
Ministers. That, combined with the fact that we no 

longer have any active care receivers, led to the 
following decision. As of March 1, Stephen 
Ministry in our congregation will be put on hold for 
a time. Our intentions are to resume regular Stephen 
Ministry activities once a Senior Pastor is in place.  

In the meantime, if there is a need for a 
Stephen Minister, please don’t hesitate to contact 
Vanna Johnson or Bruce Cook.  

We wish you a blessed Spring and Summer! 
Faithfully yours, 

Your Stephen Leader Team 



Help us keep our Church Archives up to 
date! Please share pictures, articles, and dates of 
activities that show our church at work or play, as 
well as our people participating in community 
activities.  

After the pictures and articles have 
been displayed on the hall bulletin 
board, we can scan them for the  
Archives or mount them in albums. If 
you have a second CD made of the 
pictures, we will document it and 
file it with our keepsakes.  

Give them to the church 
office for Nancy Andersen or 
me. Anything that might have 
some archival value will keep 
our Archives up to date.  

Your help is greatly  
appreciated! Thank you. 

Betty Paschall 
Church Archivist 

 
 
 

Financial Information 
February was a very good month, financially 

speaking. Our pledged income for January 2020 
was over budget by $4,000, our non-pledged and 
loose change was over budget by $2,000, and our 
expenses for January were under budget by $7,787. 
Therefore, we ended the month with a net surplus of 
$20,930.40. 

Per Capita 
Every church has apportioned a share of the 

presbytery, the synod, and the General Assembly 
for ecclesiastical purposes. This is our per 
capita .This year’s apportionment is based on 
church membership for 2019. The amount varies 
with the needs of the presbytery, synod, and 

General Assembly, and is a regular expense payable 
by this church at the spring meeting of presbytery. 
The amount to be paid this year per communicant 
member is $32.20 per person. We would appreciate 
it if you could round this off to $35 per person to 
help cover for those who cannot afford this. Our 
total per capita assessment for 2020 is approximate-
ly $13,104.  

There is a blue envelope in the pews or at the 
“Ask Me Desk” for this purpose. Thank you for 
your contribution! 

 
On-Line Giving 

If you are interested in making your 
contributions other than by cash or check, a good 
way to pay your pledge is to go to your bank and 
arrange to have it automatically withdrawn by bill 
pay. You can also make individual contributions at 
home via on-line banking. Another  way, which will 
save you some tax money, is to have your IRA 
required minimum distribution sent directly to the 
church. That’s a good idea. 

If you have any questions, please don’t  
hesitate to contact me or a member of the Budget, 
Finance, and Stewardship Committee. 

 
Betty Jones 
Treasurer 

 
 
 

"Team Pelican", aka FPCI Fellowship  
Committee, is rejoicing that so many members of 
our church family were able to share Pastor Ron's 
ALOHA reception.  

Plans for more food, fun, and fellowship will 
be announced on the visual bulletin in the Sanctuary 
between services and in your printed  
bulletins. "And let us not neglect our meeting 
together..." Hebrews 10:25. 



 

In Sympathy 
The congregation would like to express its 

deepest sympathy to the Meyers family, on the  
passing of Helen Meyers on January 8, 2020; and to 
the Thomas family, on the death of Mary K. 
Thomas on February 11, 2020. 

We also extend our most heartfelt sympathy 
to the family of Elder Emeritus Nancy Pekins, who 
passed into the life eternal on February 13, 2020. 

“I am the resurrection and the life; he who 
believes in me; though he die, yet shall he live….” 

 
 
 

 

Men’s Fellowship 
Scholarship Awards 

The Jon LaFontaine Scholarship program, 
sponsored by Men’s Fellowship, is for students 
wishing to receive vocational training that will  
allow them to move into the current employment 
market. The assistance is in the form of a grant to 
pay toward tuition, books, lab expenses, or tools. In 
awarding a scholarship grant, preference is given to 
members of our church community.  

In 2019 the Men’s Fellowship was able to 
award scholarships to two students at the  
Withlacoochee Technical College. In 2020 we 
funded three $250 scholarships. 

The 2020 scholarships were awarded to Lori 
Roberts, a second term student in the Medical  
Administrative Specialist Program; to Braydon 
Woodcock, a second term student in the Electrical 
Program; and to Lynda Rouell, a student in the 
Welding Program. We wish them well and God’s 
speed in completing their respective programs. 

We were able to give these awards from 
funds raised by our annual Trash and Treasure sale 
and from contributions given to the Jon LaFontaine 
Scholarship Fund by members of our church. 

Ron Embling, Men’s Fellowship 
Scholarship Committee 

Did You Know? 
Though the date of Easter varies, the 

majority of the Lenten season occurs during March. 
In fact, the word Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon 
words lenctentid (meaning “March”) and lencten 
(meaning “spring”).  

The first refer- ence to Lent dates 
back to 325 AD, in one of the 20 canons 
decreed at the council of 
Nicaea. By the eighth century, 
Christians start- ed observing 
Lent, and a 10th- century monk named 
Aelfric connected the use of ashes and 
“the Lenten fast” to the pre-Easter period.  

Lent lasts 40 days to represent 
Jesus’ time in the wilderness, when he 
was tempted by the devil. The six 
Sundays that oc- cur between Ash 
Wednesday and Easter Sunday aren’t counted as 
part of Lent; instead, as the traditional day of 
worship, they’re considered “mini-Easters.” 

 
 
 

Hats Off 
Will it fit easily in a standard shoebox? 

We’re collecting hats the month of March for  
Operation Christmas Child (OCC) shoeboxes. A 
ball cap, a beanie, or a knit hat for a child some-
where in the world who receives a red and green 
box next Christmas. We’ll store the hats in the OCC 
storage area until our packing party next September. 

So, “hats off,” to our church family as they 
show the love of Christ. Bring your goodies to 
Heidi’s cubby-box near the church office. Any 
comments? Phone Audrey Mattox, the shoebox 
lady, at 341-2484 or see her in church. It’s a 
mission! 



One Year Anniversary 
March 2020 marks the one-year anniversary 

for the start of the First Presbyterian Church  
Deacon’s Mission for Infants in Need. 

The Infants in Need mission was created to 
provide a head start for Infants born at Citrus  
Memorial Hospital who are in need of items for 
their care when they are released from the hospital. 
The Obstetric nurses at Citrus Memorial Hospital 
determine who needs this assistance based on the 
mother’s preparedness to meet the infant’s needs 
upon release from the hospital. 

These care items we 
provide in a gift bag for the 
mother include receiving 
blankets, 3-5oz baby bottle 
set, wash/shampoo, wash-
cloths, diapers and wipes, 
Maxi sanitary pads for Mom,  
duffel, knitted hats, knitted 
blankets, and layette clothing 
— a sleeper, mittens, pants, 
body suit (onesie), and socks. 
Each “bag” is tailored for either a boy or a girl. 

We believed there was a definite need for 
this program, but we had no idea of the magnitude 
this mission would have. Our expectations of 
providing approximately 24 bags a year grew to 
actually giving a total of 40 bags in the first year. 
And we already have donated seven bags thus far 
this year in January and February alone. 

We want to thank all of you who have  
donated to make those 40 bags give a better start to 

40 precious new lives because of your concern, 
love, commitment, involvement, and generosity. 
You can continue to provide for this mission with 
donations made payable to First Presbyterian 
Church with the note “Infants in Need” in the 
memo line of your check. 

A Panera’s Fundraising Event for this 
mission has been scheduled for Tuesday, March 
24, 2020. We hope you and your family and friends 
will support this event at the Panera’s restaurant at 
102 W. Main Street, Inverness. By eating between 

4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. and 
presenting our Panera’s 
Fundraising flyer when you 
place your order, Panera’s 
will donate 20% of the price 
of your meal to First Presby-
terian Church for the Infants 
in Need Mission. But,  
remember, you must have 
the Panera’s Fundraising 
flyer in hand or a copy  

available from social media on your phone or pad 
when you order. Check the bulletin each week for 
updates on this event and when and where the 
Panera Fundraising flyers will be available. 

If you know of businesses in Inverness that 
are willing to donate to this mission, please contact 
Sandy Olson at 352/423-4547 and provide her with 
the details. 

“There is only one happiness in this life: to love and be loved.”  
                      —George Sand 



Ever heard of Puerto Plato, Dominican 
Republic? Ten representatives from our church will 
join New Missions of Orlando on a mission trip to 
the Dominican Republic the last week of March. 
New Missions has been in Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic since 1983 building schools and churches.  

As education is the key, our group will be 
working mainly with the children. Our biggest  
obstacle has been the airline arrangements -- not 

much competition or choice to go to Puerto Plato. 
But we all feel if the Lord wants this mission trip to 
happen, it will all work out.  

We ask for prayers as we represent our 
church’s mission spirit! The age span of our group 
is 16 to 83 -- a real cross section! For more 
information, call Frank or Audrey Mattox, 341-
2484, for an update. 

 
 
 
 
 

Our own Mary Palmer is almost there to the 
dedication of her Habitat for Humanity home off 
Croft Avenue. Mary has partnered with Habitat for 
Humanity and will soon realize her dream of her 
own home. 

Watch the church bulletin for the dedication 
date, and may many of her church family be there 
to celebrate with Mary. This makes our Habitat 
mission very personal! 

 
 
 

Youth Ministry 
All middle and high school youth are 

invited to meet together in our newly remodeled 
youth lounge each Sunday afternoon from 
3:30-5:30 p.m. unless announced otherwise.  

In addition to social activities and Bible 
study, we are in the process of planning some local 

Citrus County mission projects for this summer, 
along with some new and fun fundraisers. If you 
have any suggestions or ideas, feel free to speak 
with Bruce Cook. As always, we value your input 
and your prayers.  

God bless, 
Bruce Cook 

 
 
 

Christian Symbol 
“IHS” This sacred monogram 
originally appeared as “IHC,” 
the first three letters of 
“IHCOYC,” the Greek word for 
Jesus. 
Over time the Greek “C” was 
replaced by the Latin “S” to 
become “IHS.” There are many 

interpretations given to the letters “IHS,” 
including the Latin “Iesus Hominum 
Salvator” (Jesus, Savior of Men) and the 
English “I (Christ) Have Suffered.” 



Fashion Show Spectacular 

Our Outreach Committee is sponsoring a fashion show, “Girls Just Wanna 
Have Fun,” on Saturday, March 28, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., in Fellowship 
Hall. It’s a great opportunity for fun and fellowship for members and guests. 

Featured will be fashions from Ritz and Glitz on the Square in downtown 
Inverness, a delightful lunch, and a few unexpected surprises. The day includes 
lunch, dessert, door prizes, and the fashion show for only $5. Tickets will be on 
sale in the narthex for three weeks prior to the show. For other ticket sale options, 
call 352-634-4216. 

Although the show’s name is “Girls Just Wanna Have Fun,” men are welcome, too! 

Flu Season is Here 
Flu season in the U.S. 
runs from Thanksgiv-
ing to Easter (more or 
less) with most cases 
occurring in the dead of 
winter. There are a 
large group of viruses 
that belong to the  
influenza family. 
Human infections are 

caused by human strains of the influenza A or B 
viruses. “A” being the more serious has mastered 
disguising itself by changing it’s proteins on its 
outer coat almost constantly. This is why you need 
to get a flu shot every year. The shot you had last 
year probably will not protect you from the current 
strain of influenza. 

The flu is very contagious. As a respiratory 
virus, it spreads on tiny droplets of mucus that spew 
in the air when you cough, sneeze, or simply  
exhale.  

Symptoms will start within one to two days 
after exposure and incubation. Most people will run 

a fever in the 103 to 104 degree range. Nearly  
everyone will have a runny nose and a sore throat.  
The flu produces a hacking dry cough, and  
compounded with muscle aches and joint pain, 
headache, burning eyes, weakness, and extreme  
fatigue. The high fever and severe distress usually 
settle down in two to five days, but the cough can 
linger for up to two weeks, and fatigue can last 
even longer. 

Pneumonia is the most serious complication 
of influenza. Senior citizens, young children, and 
those with a chronic illness are at the highest risk. 
Other complications can include asthma attacks,  
ear infections, bronchitis, sinus infections, and  
inflammation of the nervous system.  

There are a few things you can do to reduce 
your risk, most important - get a flu shot. Next, 
wash your hands, wash your hands, wash your 
hands, use an alcohol-based gel for hand washing, 
and keep your distance. The writer of this article 
and spouse have an agreement that when one is 
sick, the other sleeps in the guest room. We each 
have our own tube of tooth paste as well as any 
other oral hygiene products.  

Nurse’s Corner 







March 6th 

March 1st 

March 8th 

March 22nd 

March 15th 

March 29th 

First Day 
Of Spring 

March 19th 


