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“To know Jesus  
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love through  
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 “Truly I tell 

you, anyone  

who will not  

receive the  

kingdom of 

God like a little 

child  

will never  

enter it.” 
 

Mark 10:15 

New Beginnings 

 

 
 
 
 
Dear friends, 
     The other day one of my friends (and yours) here 
at church told me a little joke. Pointing to my 
glasses, he said, “You won’t be needing those much 
longer. Soon you’ll be seeing 2020.” 
     And indeed, by the time you read this edition of 
Pre-By-Lines, we all will be seeing 2020 – and  
living in that new year too!    
     Speaking for myself, the more new years that I 

see (and especially the new years which end with a “0”), the more aware I 
become of the passage of time, and of the changing seasons of life.   

A couple years ago, I found myself entering a season of life where I 
seemed to be reading more and more poetry. And so it was, just recently, 
that I came across these words in T.S. Eliot’s poem “Little Gidding”: 

For last year's words belong to last year's language. And next year's 
words await another voice. And to make an end is to make a 
beginning. 

In my own life, I have always preferred beginnings to endings. And 
yet, T.S. Eliot was right: to make an ending is to make a new beginning.  
Christians like you and me (and like T.S. Eliot too) – we of all people should 
know that, because we worship a God who meets every ending with an even 
more glorious new beginning. 

The birth of Jesus, for example, which we just celebrated last month, 
is a case in point. When the era of the old covenant had come to its end, and 
when the last of the prophets had come, God initiated “a new and better cov-
enant” (Hebrews 8:6) by sending us His Son. And thus there was a whole 
new beginning in terms of how all people could now enter into a 
personal relationship with God. 

When people had reached a point where they regarded the Old 
Testament law and its commandments as “old news,” Jesus said He was giv-
ing us “a new commandment” (John 13:34) – one which both subsumed and 
surpassed all the older ones. And thus there was a whole new beginning 
spelled out in terms of how we should treat one another. 

Reflecting on the significance of Christ’s coming for our own lives 
as believers, the Apostle Paul wrote that we should “put off the old self with 
its sinful practices and put on the new self which is being renewed” by God 
in Christ (Colossians 3:9-10). And thus each of us is invited to experience a 
new beginning inside ourselves (a new birth into a new life from above). 

(Continued on Page 2) 
 

Pastor Ron Pfeifer 



New Beginnings  
(Continued from Page 1) 

And finally, at the climax of Holy Scripture, 
the Book of Revelation looks ahead to that ultimate 
moment when the old order of things will pass 
away, and a whole new creation will begin 
(Revelation 21:1). And thus, at the end of all things, 
all things will be “made new” (Revelation 21:5). 

All of which leads me to see that, from a  
Biblical vantage point, the ending of an old year – 
or, really, the earthly ending of anything – is not 
something to be feared or lamented. It is instead an  
opportunity to “await another voice” – the voice of 
the future and of the God who is already there,  
beckoning us forward, saying, “Come and see the 
new thing I am about to do now” (Isaiah 43:19). 

Happy New Year, 
Pastor Ron  

The Holidays have come and gone. As we 
look toward Spring, post Holiday depression 
becomes a thorn in the side of many. If you are 
having difficulty moving forward for whatever 
reason, maybe you should consider speaking with a  
Stephen Minister. We are here to help no matter the 
situation. Please see one of our Stephen Leaders: 
Bruce Cook, Vanna Johnson, or Pastor Ron Pfeifer. 
God bless! 

Scripture Searchers 
 
Scripture Searchers adult Bible Study is 

investigating the Apostle Paul this quarter. What is 
his biological background? Why did he tirelessly 
persecute Christians? How many churches did he 
start? How many times was he imprisoned? How 
much of the Bible did he write? What specific 
cultural issues of his day make some of his writing 
challenging to interpret?  

Our class meets in the library each Sunday 
at 9:30 a.m. (No prior experience required.) Come 
when you can, leave when you must. The class is 
led by Jeanie Roberts. 

 
Wednesday Bible Study 

 
Rev. Dr. Dennis Bennet will lead a study of 

the Book of James Wednesday afternoons from  
January 22 to February 19 in the Conference Room. 
 

Thursday Bible Study Group 
 

The Thursday Bible Study group will start back on 
January 16 after our Christmas break. We'll finish 
our exploration of the Gospel of Mark after 24 
sessions. All of us feel a special bond to this study 
as we followed Jesus‘ ministry. Lots of action, lots 
of life lessons, and lots of insight into being a 
disciple of Christ.  

Come join us as we decide on a new study. 
Are you hungry to explore the scriptures with other 
seekers and believers? No experience needed, no 
Bible experts - just a willing attitude to study His 
Word.  

A small group is one of the best ways to 
grow in the faith, and the fellowship is also a big 
plus. And don't forget the homemade cookies every 
week. It’s a perfect afternoon. So remember 
Thursday afternoons at 3:30 p.m. in the church 
library beginning January 16. It's a date! 

 

Bible Study 

Open our ears Lord, and help us to listen…. 
                                   Robert Cull 



 

At the beginning of the year, we had five 
individual Circles that met for Bible Study and 
fellowship. In May of 2019, we had a Women’s 
Gathering wherein we had a potluck luncheon, and 
Dee Collier portrayed one of her favorite 
characters, and we collected much needed items for 
CASA. Since membership in the various Circles 
was declining, Laura Zurawski held a joint meeting 
in October to talk about combining Circles for the 
2019-2020 year. This was attended by about 30 
people from Circles 1, 2, 4, and 8.  

Since Circle 2 has already purchased books 
for their study, they wished to continue this. The 

rest decided to merge and use the Women of Faith 
DVDs. Circle 1 had money to be used for their 
Christmas project, and it was decided they should 
do this and then combine Project money. This 
group met in November again and had a Christmas 
luncheon in December at Stumpknockers. Circle 2 
had a Christmas luncheon in December at Cedar 
River.  

Circle 6 meets at The Inverness Club and is 
led by Judy Embling. We wish to thank Gail Hill 
for helping with Circle 6 and all the other P.W. 
offices and services she has held in the past. Gail 
will be greatly missed. 

Scripture Searchers in Action 

Scripture Searchers spent the Advent season studying Christmas Traditions Around the World. Judy 
Embling found the baby Jesus in her slice of the King Cake, so she was crowned "King for the Day.” Want to 
learn more about a King Cake? Check it out here in Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King cake. 

                              Sometimes we’re not 



As the New Year begins, the Bereavement 
Committee would like to thank everyone for their 
help and support in the past year. As always, our 
mission is to help bring a little peace and comfort to 
those mourning the loss of a loved one. If we can be 
of further help in the future, please don’t hesitate to 
ask. Thank you, and God bless. 

Bruce Cook 
 
 

2020 Per Capita 
 Every church is apportioned a share of the 
expenses of the following presbytery, the synod, 
and the General Assembly for ecclesiastical 
purposes. This year’s apportionment is based on 
church membership for 2018. The amount varies 
with the needs of the presbytery, synod, and 
General Assembly, and is a regular expense 
payable by this church at the spring meeting of 
presbytery. 
 Our total per capita assessment for 2020 is 
approximately $13,104.The amount to be paid this 
year per communicant member is $32.20 per  
person. We would appreciated it if you could round 
this off to $35 per person to help cover for those 
who cannot afford this. There is a blue envelope in  
the pews or at the “Ask Me Desk” for this purpose. 
Thank you in advance for your contribution! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you Men’s Fellowship 
 

Dear Tom Zurawski, 
Sometimes, no matter how we search, there 

just are not any better words than “thank you.” So, 
that is what I want to say to you, personally and to 
all of the men from Men’s Fellowship who helped 
me in so many ways throughout my furniture/
moving sale and picking up the things for the Trash 
& Treasure Sale. All I can say, “is WOW!”…you 
all represented to me “the mighty power of  
the Lord’s Army” just when I needed His  
help and provision!  

Please use the enclosed, as my thank  
offering to God for His ongoing faithfulness in my 
life, for your good work in our church and the  
community. Thanks, again! 

To God be the Glory! 
In Christ’s love, 

Gail Hill 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
From all of us at Citrus United Basket, I 

send you our heartfelt “thanks” for your continued 
support throughout the year. To date your total 
weight for donations is 1,041 pounds! Amazing, 
and greatly appreciated! 

Sincerely, 
Kathy LaMons 

 
 

The congregation would like to express its 
deepest sympathy to the Booth family on the 
passing of Marilyn Booth, to the Shaut family on 
the death of Carl Shaut, Sr., and to the Tomkins 
family on the passing of Tom Tompkins, the 
husband of Linda Tompkins. 

 
 
 
 

Bible Quiz 
  

The precise number 
varies depending on 
the Bible version, but 
roughly how many 
times do you think 

the word “love” occurs in the Old and New  
Testaments combined? 
 
A.  200-300     B.  400-500 
C.  600-700     D.  800-900 
 
Answer: C 



Lent is the church-year season that begins 
on Ash Wednesday. This year Ash Wednesday is 
February 26. Lent is a time of penitence and 
spiritual renewal. Some people give up a luxury or 
vice during Lent as a form of self-denial; others 
undertake a project that benefits others. 

The point isn’t to denigrate ourselves or to 
see how much we can do without. Instead, Lent 
helps us reflect on Jesus’ death. As Timothy Keller 
writes in “The Reason for God,” the Christian 
Gospel is that I am so flawed that Jesus had to die 
for me, yet I am so loved and valued that Jesus was 
glad to die for me. This leads to deep humility and 
deep confidence at the same time. It undermines 

both swaggering and sniveling. I cannot feel 
superior to anyone, and yet I have nothing to prove 
to anyone. I do not think more of myself nor less of 
myself. Instead, I think of myself less.” 

In 2018 Eric Fritzeen, then president of 
Men's Fellowship, proposed we use part of our 
revenue from our annual Trash and Treasure sale to 
fund a scholarship program for students interested 
in learning skills that will allow them to move into 
the current employment market. The assistance 
would take the form of a grant of $250 toward 
tuition, books, and/or lab expenses. Instruction may 
take the form of hands-on learning as at WTC or 
online courses targeting a vocational skill. The 
grant would give preference to members of our 
church community. 

Under the leadership of Jon LaFontaine, the 
program was adopted. Following Jon’s untimely 
death in January of 2019, the scholarship was 
named the Jon LaFontaine Scholarship Program. A 
plan was organized to advertise the grant program 
and make two awards for the 2019 fall term. This 
was done, and grants were given to Caleb Pike, a 
second year student in the Automotive Technology 
Program, and Tracie Whiting, a student in the LPN 

program. These two students are on track to 
complete their programs in 2020. 

Because of monetary gifts given to the Jon 
LaFontaine Scholarship Program by members of 
our church community, we plan to make three 
awards for the 2020 winter term. 

Pictured below are Tracie Whiting, Phyllis 
LaFontaine, Ron Hatton, and Caleb Pike. 



Puttin’ for the Illusive Bogie 

Jeanie Roberts, our super resident decorator, shared some photos of the Kitchen Crew, while they went all out 
for an excellent Thanksgiving Dinner. The Front Office received several compliments regarding the food, 
décor, and talent at the dinner. There were no tickets available one week before the event. Great job ya'll! 

 
 
 

First 2020 Gold Scramble 
We’re celebrating a new decade with a golf scramble 

on Saturday, January 25. The course is Skyview Golf and 
Country Club in Citrus Hills. Tee time is 2:00 p.m.; cost is $15. 
All are welcome to play. Arrange your own team of four or you 
can be placed on a team. 

After our play, we’ll meet at the Olive Garden  
Restaurant for more fun and fellowship. Spouses and friends 
are encouraged to join us for supper. Any questions? To sign 
up, just phone Greg Andreichuk, 860-0426, or Frank Mattox, 
341-2484. A new decade is reason enough for a fun Saturday! 



What are your plans for Saturday, February 8? That  
Saturday will be our 19th annual bovine encounter, hayride, pot 
luck, and s'mores campfire at the Mattoxes. Wear your 
"grubbies," bring a dish to share as we eat on the porch, and 
come enjoy a bit of old Florida. The hayride is, of course, 
optional. A good alternative is the porch swing with lots of 
conversation. Phone Frank or Audrey at 341-2484 or see them 
in church to reserve a spot on the hay bale. It's a yearly church 
tradition! Time 3:30-7:00 p.m. Got any denim overalls? 

Men’s Fellowship 
Trash and Treasure and Bake Sale 

 

     Once again, it’s time for the annual Trash 
and Treasure and Bake Sale. We need your 
donations of furniture, clothing, appliances, 
household items, etc. to make this a success. 

     Please keep in mind that we do NOT accept 
tires, large appliances, or items that are broken 
or in poor condition. Electronic equipment, 
including computers, VCR’s, CD and DVD 
players, cameras, etc., must be in good 
working order.   

     Schedule for the Sale Week: 

     Donations: Monday-Tuesday-Wednesday, 
January 13-15, from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. If you 
need help transporting large items to the 
church, please call the church office, 637-0770 
to schedule a pickup. 

Sale to the Public: Thursday and Friday, January 16 and 17, from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and  
Saturday, January 18, from 8:00 to noon. The Bake Sale will be held during the sale to the public. 

Proceeds from the sale will be used to help those in need. 

Chairman: Dennis Bennett (501-207-3118). 



 



Have you heard? Our 2019 Operation 
Christmas Child shoebox mission project produced 
387 filled boxes. That's a 15% increase from 2018. 
Our boxes were delivered to Atlanta for 
processing, then on to several of the 130 countries 
slated for distribution.  

During our church's Thanksgiving dinner, 
November 20, we had a special “God Moment.” 
Pedro Fuentes, one of our elders, brought two 
young men from E1 Salvador to the dinner. One of 
them was so excited to see the red and green boxes 
stacked up before their trip to Atlanta. With Pedro 
as translator, he told us about receiving a shoebox 
as a young boy along with his brothers. He could 
remember everything that was in his box and what 
a joy it was to receive his very own gift. 

God gave us this experience to “put a face” 
on this mission project. Since 2004 we have been 
packing shoeboxes - that’s approximately 3,000 

plus boxes. Now this is a world-wide mission  
opportunity! 

We'll begin collecting items in February for 
our WOW kickoff dinner in September 2020. This 
packing party gets us started on the annual project. 
Our 2019 packing party yielded over 200 boxes -  a 
wonderful start. February’s item emphasis will be 
washcloths, March is toothbrushes (any dentists» 
among us?). If you find some bargains, grab them 
up and bring to Heidi‘s cubby hole for OCC, near 
the church office. All items will be stored until our 
September packing party. 

Thank you, church family, for answering 
the needs of children all over the world as they 
receive their very own shoebox in the name of 
Jesus. 

Any question or suggestions? Contact 
Audrey Mattox, Mission Committee at 341-2484, 
or see her in church.  

 

Our own member, Mary Palmer, will receive 
a Habitat home this spring. Watch the church  
bulletins for the Saturday dedication. Mary has  
fulfilled the 500 “sweat equity" hours with 700+ 
hours. We are all so proud of Mary and her 
perseverance in completing the Habitat partnership. 
Let’s all celebrate with Mary and her family! 

Our Habitat for Humanity of Citrus County 
has been partnering with families since 1993 to  
realize home ownership for those in need of a safe, 
sturdy, but simple home. It can come true for those 
willing to work and volunteer. Habitat does not give 
free housing: homeowners must apply, qualify, and 

be eligible for an affordable mortgage. Beneficiaries 
help build their own home alongside volunteers and 
staff. 

Since 2008 our church family and friends 
have furnished each new Citrus County Habitat 
home with a brand new Whirlpool washer and 
dryer. That was over 150 homes ago, so it has been 
an ambitious hometown mission. 

These donations are not part of our annual 
mission budget, but are funded entirely by generous 
designated offerings. What a testimony to our 
church's mission spirit.  



 

Crossword Puzzle 
 


