
Mission Statement:  

“To know Jesus  

Christ personally, to 

make Him known,  

and to reflect His  

love through  

worship, education,  

and service to all.” 

 
 

 
 
Dear friends, 
     "We have a real lack of empathy in our cul-
ture. People say cutting remarks. People treat 
others with disdain. Bullying occurs, no one 
pulls their punches, and we even seem to 
relish the brutality of it all. It's as if our hearts 
have become addicted to meanness …and a 
spirit of cruelty." 
     I found it very unsettling to read those 

words, written by a fellow pastor not too long ago on his blog, and I 
thought to myself, “Oh, mercy, I hope he’s wrong.” 

And I would very much like to believe that he is wrong (at 
least in part) because, speaking for myself, I do see signs of empathy, 
compassion, and kindness being expressed among people. I see signs 
of these things in the ways that people want to help when a hurricane 
hits the Bahamas or the Carolinas or the Panhandle. I see them every 
Sunday at the 9:30 a.m. Service when we pray for each other’s joys 
and concerns. I see them every Tuesday morning at our church’s 
Prayer Gathering. And I see empathy, compassion, and kindness in 
lots of other places too. 

But true as that is and grateful as I am for it, I can’t totally dis-
agree with what that other pastor blogged. Because sometimes I do 
see very troubling instances of cruelty and meanness too in the world 
around me. I see these things too often, in fact, and in too many 
places, including the grocery store, the highway, online, and on TV, 
to name but a few. 

So, what’s to be done? What can be done?   
This past summer, while I was studying the nature of virtue, I 

learned that down through the ages some of the wisest of people have 
said that troubled times are times to double-down on virtue. And, 
according to the Bible (cf. Galatians 5:22, Ephesians 4:23) kindness 
is a Christian virtue. 

So, every time you or I see or hear someone else being unkind 
or mean or cruel, maybe that can serve as a reminder to us ourselves 
to be doubly kind – not ostentatiously or self-righteously of course, 
but in small, quiet, gentle ways. 
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 “Truly I tell 

you, anyone  

who will not  

receive the  

kingdom of 

God like a little 

child  

will never  

enter it.” 
 

Mark 10:15 

Small Kindnesses 



(Continued from Page1) 

Small Kindnesses 
In her 2019 book Healing the Divide, the contemporary poet Danusha Lameris writes this 

about the small, everyday kindnesses that we can choose to show to each other: 
 

I’ve been thinking about the way, when you walk 
down a crowded aisle, people pull in their legs 
to let you by. Or how strangers still say “bless you” 
when someone sneezes, a leftover 
from the Bubonic plague. “Don’t die,” we are saying. 
And sometimes, when you spill lemons 
from your grocery bag, someone else will help you 
pick them up. Mostly, we don’t want to harm each other. 
We want to be handed our cup of coffee hot, 
and to say thank you to the person handing it. To smile 
at them and for them to smile back. For the waitress 
to call us honey when she sets down the bowl of clam chowder, 
and for the driver in the red pick-up truck to let us pass. 
We have so little of each other, now. So far 
from tribe and fire. Only these brief moments of exchange. 
What if they are the true dwelling of the holy, these 
fleeting temples we make together when we say, “Here, 
have my seat,” “Go ahead—you first,” “I like your hat.” 

 
It’s been said that God is in the small stuff. And in the small acts of kindness which that poem 

speaks of, I think there is indeed the intimation of a divine promise and a holy summons: the promise 
of a kinder, gentler world and the summons to let it begin with me. 

 
Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Ron 

“Loving Spoonfulls” 
The Deacons are starting a program for our church called “Loving Spoonfulls.” The purpose 

is to bring 2 or 3 meals to people who are returning from the hospital or 
rehab. 

In order to accomplish this mission, we need your help. We ask that 
you cook one meal and take it to them. There will be a sign-up sheet in the 
Narthex and a Deacon to answer any of your questions. It is a blessing to 
serve others in this way, and we hope you are inspired to be part of 
“Loving Spoonfuls.” 

Please call Phyllis LaFontaine at (352) 419-6403 for comments, 
suggestions or questions. 



As many of you may know, we have had 
numerous computer problems this year. We lost 
six weeks of data between January and March 
and had to try to reconstruct that work. We lost 
more data when our main hard drive crashed 
again. As a result of this, we purchased a new 
backup from ACS our provider. 

Thanks to the help of our CPA, Don Bailey, 
we are back on line, and as of July 1, 2019 can 
report that our monthly pledges have been 
down this summer. Our pledged income for 
July 2019 was under budget by $14,400, and 
our non-pledged and loose change was over 

budget by $1,423. Our expenses for July were 
under budget by $3,862. Therefore, we ended 
the month with a loss of $2,929.16 and a year-
to-date surplus of $43,843.13. 

Our pledged income for August 2019 was 
under budget by $4,900, and our non-pledged 
and loose change was over budget by $500.  
     Our expenses for August were over budget 
by $4,335 due to the fact that the mission 
giving came out in August rather than 
September. Therefore, we ended the month with 
a deficit of $10,350.36, but a year-to-date gain of 
(Continued on Page 4)  

 
 
 
 
 

“IF YOU ONLY KNEW…YOU WOULD ASK ME.” 
Those two phrases would apply to anything Jesus makes wholeheartedly available and urges us in 

Scripture to receive. To us, it can mean something like this: 
  

If you only knew the gift I could give you and the ecstatic satisfaction of My Sprit within you… 
 If you only knew what this relationship could be like and how boldly I love you and continually pursue you… 
If you only knew how fully I could bring you to life and gift you and use you and bring to redemption every-
thing you’ve endured… 
If you only knew the life you were born to live and how worth your trouble it would be… 
If you only knew the transformative power of Devine love received and reciprocated… 
If you only knew how courageous you would be if you were caught up with Me… 
Then You would ask Me. 

Quote from the book Audacious, By Beth Moore 
“If you would only ask for a Stephen Minister to help you through troubled times with the help from 

God if you are suffering, lost, and cannot carry on alone. If you would only ask, we are trained Stephen Minis-
ters waiting to be asked to walk with you, pray with you, listen to you all in confidence, if you only knew you 
don’t have to do it on your own. Just ask.” 

If you would be interested in becoming a Stephen Minister or Stephen Minister Leader, please contact 
Pastor Ron Pfeifer, Gail Hill, Alice Capps, Bruce Cook, or Vanna Johnson. 



 

(Continued from Page 3) 

$33,491.77. 
Even though our pledged income is down, I 

am optimistic that it will pick up once the snow-
birds come back. We will have pledges for 2020 
in November, and also budgets are due in 
November. 

The Committee thanks Don Bailey for his 
many years of service and wishes him and Ann  
a great future in California. 

If you have any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me or a member of the Finance 
Committee. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The church has two scholarship funds 

invested in Edward Jones. The first is the Fred 
Harris Trust which was started in 1998. The 
principal must remain in place, but we can use 
any gains from this for scholarships. First consid-
eration is students going into the ministry or other 
religious fields.  

Next is for the pastor's children. This year 
we have two that qualify for this - Semeia Pfeifer 
and David Pfeifer. Then children members - this 
year we have two - Kevin Senior, grandson of 
Chuck and Carol Kircoaf, who will be attending 
medical school in Allentown, PA, and Meredith 
Butler, granddaughter of Mary Schaps, who will 
be attending University of Florida in Gainesville, 
FL. Each will receive a $2,000 scholarship for a 
total of $8,000 from the Fred Harris Scholarship 
Fund. 

 

The second scholarship fund we have is 
the Howard Drinkwater established in February 
of 2006. This provides a $2,000 scholarship to 
one boy and one girl each year for four years. 
This year we have three students returning, Beza 
Alford, Chelsea Ellis, and Sean O’Leary, and one 
new student eligible for this scholarship — 
Briana Ellis. Each will receive a $2,000 
scholarship for a total of $8,000.00 from this 
fund. 

ln addition to these scholarships, the 
Men's Fellowship group established the Jon 
LaFontaine Scholarship Fund and awarded two 
students from WTI with $250 each. 

In all, our church has provided $16,500 in 
scholarships for these students. What a blessing 
this is, not only for these students but for our 
church. 

 
Betty Jones, Treasurer 

 

Memorial Gifts 
Remembering Our Loved Ones 

We thank you for your 
gifts of remembrance for 
Denise Hallowell, Pat 
Manders, and Bill Stein. 
Remembering a loved 
one with a Memorial Gift 
is a permanent tribute. 
You may acknowledge 

them and their lives by bringing or mailing your 
gift to the church office. You may also place it in 
the offering plate. 
         Please indicate clearly that your donation is 
a Memorial Gift, the name of the individual who 
is being remembered, and name of the individual 
who is the donor. These gifts are recorded in the 
church Memorial Book located in the stand 
beneath the Tree of Life in the Narthex. 
 

Susan Simpkins 
Care Committee, Memorials 



 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord. Come 
into His presence with singing. Worship Choir 
resumed regular Thursday evening rehearsals on 
September 5, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. in the music 
room. Our first get-together was a social event, a 
chance to catch up, sing, and pray together. We 
took a look at our Christmas Eve cantata, as well 
as prepared music for other Sundays. 

New choir members are always welcome, 
and this is a great time to join us. I say that all the 
time, but it’s true! Every voice counts, and you’ll 
be surprised at how much better you’ll feel after 
each rehearsal. 

 
 
 
 
After discussion and planning with your 

Worship Committee, there will be some changes 
to our Christmas Eve services this year. We will 

still have 2 services, 5:00 and 7:00 p.m., but they 
will be identical, with carols, a Worship Choir 
cantata, Communion, and candlelight.  

The Worship Choir has happily agreed to 
participate in both services, and I’m confident 
you will be inspired and uplifted by the service, 
whichever one you choose. Be brave, invite your 
family, friends, co-workers, neighbors, everyone 
you know! And if you are an usher, greeter, or 
Communion server, please be ready to volunteer 
your help at either or both of these special 
services.  

Our church does have a committee that 
will provide rides to either service. Just call the 
church office (637-0770) at least a week in 
advance, so the drivers and routes can be 
coordinated. This committee can also provide 
rides to regular church services by contacting the 
office. Please don’t let the lack of transportation 
keep you from being with your church family. 

 
In joy, 

Karen Medrano 
kmedrano@aol.com 

 

Our Youth Group meets most Sundays 
from 3:30-5:30 p.m. for fun, food, fellowship, 
and Bible Study. The big news this fall is that our 
new youth room in the church CE wing is almost 
completed. The kids are excited to finally “make 
it their own.” Any Sunday you would like “to 
take a peek,” let me know, and we will give you a 
tour. We pray everyone has a blessed holiday 
season, and, as always, thank you for your 
support. 

Bruce Cook 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
10:00 am Prayer  
Gathering 
11:00 am - 1:00 pm  
P.W. Circles 
1:30 pm P.W. Circle 2 
 

2 
9:00 am Staff Meeting 
6:00 pm WOW Potluck 
Dinner 

3 
8:00 am Men’s Fellowship 
3:30 pm Bible Study 
6:30 pm Worship Choir 

10:00 am Simple Yoga 5 

6 
World Communion  
Sunday 
12:15 pm CE Committee 
3:30 pm Youth Group 

7 
10:30 am Outreach  
Committee 
5:00 pm Deacons 

8 
10:00 am Prayer  
Gathering 
6:45 pm Stephen Ministry 

9 
9:00 am Staff Meeting 
2:30 pm Finance  
Committee 
3:00 pm Fellowship  
Committee 
6:00 pm WOW Dinner 

10 
10:00 am Care  
Committee 
3:30 pm Bible Study 
6:30 pm Worship Choir 

11 
10:00 am Simple Yoga 
12:00 pm Tables for Six 
in Floral City 

12 
8:00 am - 12:00 pm  
HFH Work Day 

13 
Remember Food for 
CUB Next Sunday 
12:20 Communication 
Committee 
3:30 pm Youth Group 

14 
Columbus Day 
2:30 pm Property  
Committee 

15 
10:00 am Prayer  
Gathering 
6:45 pm Session 

16 
National Bosses Day 
9:00 am Staff Meeting 
1:00 pm Mission Sewing 
6:00 WOW Dinner 
7:00 pm Pastor’s Bible 
Study 

17 
8:00 am Men’s Fellowship 
3:30 pm Bible Study 
6:30 pm Worship Choir 

18 
10:00 am Simple Yoga 

19 

20 
Collect Food for CUB 
12:20 pm Worship  
Committee 
3:30 pm Youth Group 
 
 

21 
 

22 
10:00 am Prayer  
Gathering 
6:45 pm Stephen Ministry 

23 
9:00 am Staff Meeting 

24 
3:30 pm Bible Study 
6:30 pm Worship Choir 

25 
10:00 am Simple Yoga 

26 

27 
Reformation Sunday 
One Service at 10:00 am 
3:30 pm Youth Group 

28 
1:00 pm P.W. Circle 6  
at the Inverness Club  
Library 

29 
10:00 am Prayer  
Gathering 

30 
9:00 am Staff Meeting 

31 
Reformation Day 
Halloween 
3:30 pm Bible Study 
6:30 Worship Choir 

  

October 2019 

OFFICE HOURS 

      8:30 am - 4:30 pm Monday - Thursday 

      8:30 am - 3:00 pm Friday 

      8:30 am Wednesday Staff Meeting 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
10:00 am Prayer  
Gathering 
11:00 am - 1:00 pm  
P.W. Circles 
1:30 pm P.W. Circle 2 
 

2 
9:00 am Staff Meeting 
6:00 pm WOW Potluck 
Dinner 

3 
8:00 am Men’s Fellowship 
3:30 pm Bible Study 
6:30 pm Worship Choir 

10:00 am Simple Yoga 5 

6 
World Communion  
Sunday 
12:15 pm CE Committee 
3:30 pm Youth Group 

7 
10:30 am Outreach  
Committee 
5:00 pm Deacons 

8 
10:00 am Prayer  
Gathering 
6:45 pm Stephen Ministry 

9 
9:00 am Staff Meeting 
2:30 pm Finance  
Committee 
3:00 pm Fellowship  
Committee 
6:00 pm WOW Dinner 

10 
10:00 am Care  
Committee 
3:30 pm Bible Study 
6:30 pm Worship Choir 

11 
10:00 am Simple Yoga 
12:00 pm Tables for Six 
in Floral City 

12 
8:00 am - 12:00 pm  
HFH Work Day 

13 
Remember Food for 
CUB Next Sunday 
12:20 Communication 
Committee 
3:30 pm Youth Group 

14 
Columbus Day 
2:30 pm Property  
Committee 

15 
10:00 am Prayer  
Gathering 
6:45 pm Session 

16 
National Bosses Day 
9:00 am Staff Meeting 
1:00 pm Mission Sewing 
6:00 WOW Dinner 
7:00 pm Pastor’s Bible 
Study 

17 
8:00 am Men’s Fellowship 
3:30 pm Bible Study 
6:30 pm Worship Choir 

18 
10:00 am Simple Yoga 

19 

20 
Collect Food for CUB 
12:20 pm Worship  
Committee 
3:30 pm Youth Group 
 
 

21 
 

22 
10:00 am Prayer  
Gathering 
6:45 pm Stephen Ministry 

23 
9:00 am Staff Meeting 

24 
3:30 pm Bible Study 
6:30 pm Worship Choir 

25 
10:00 am Simple Yoga 

26 

27 
Reformation Sunday 
One Service at 10:00 am 
3:30 pm Youth Group 

28 
1:00 pm P.W. Circle 6  
at the Inverness Club  
Library 

29 
10:00 am Prayer  
Gathering 

30 
9:00 am Staff Meeting 

31 
Reformation Day 
Halloween 
3:30 pm Bible Study 
6:30 Worship Choir 

  

October 2019 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

8:00 & 11:00 am Traditional Worship - Sanctuary 

9:30 am Contemporary Worship - Sanctuary 

9:30 am Christian Education 

9:00-10:45 am Coffee Fellowship 



STEPHEN   MINISTRY 

 YOUTH MINISTRY 
Youth Group is for Grades 6-12 

Sunday Afternoons 3:00-6:00 p.m. 
unless otherwise noted 

 Sunday, July 7 - Youth Group 

 Sunday, July 14 - Youth Group 

 Sunday, July 21 - Youth Group 

 Sunday, July 28 - Youth Group 

 

Nancy Butler & Family 
 

The family of Norma H. Jones 
acknowledges with grateful appreciation your 
kind expression of sympathy. Many thanks for 
the lovely reception following my mother’s  
memorial service. 

 
Nancy Butler & Family 

 
 

Cedarkirk 
 

Dear Friends, 
We Would like to take this opportunity 

to thank you for your recent gift of $1,448 
as a result of your Pentecost offering for  
Cedarkirk’s capital campaign. 

Your generosity enables us to move 
forward with plans to build a new dining hall 
and retreat cottage as well as make much 
needed renovations to Cedar Lodge. The design 
of our new facilities takes into account not only  
the comfort and care of our guests, but also  
provides greater accessibility to all of God’s 
children. 

We are thrilled to think of all that will  
be possible for our guests, our staff, and our 
community. On behalf of all of us here at the 
Cedarkirk, thank you again for believing in this 
ministry and caring so deeply about its future. 

 
Sincerely, 

Julie C. Poulin, CFRE  
Capital Campaign Director  

Rev. John Reiter 
Executive Director 

Citrus Community Concert Choir 
 
Dear Council and Members of FPC, 

Thank you for hosting the Citrus  
Community Concert Choral for the above date 
venue within our Summer Concert 2019 season. 
We truly enjoy performing our seasonal  
programs. It is a wonderful time for us to get 
acquainted with our host church. 

Our choir does provide musical and 
beloved spiritual messages with each 
performance to make an outreach to the 
members within your church as well as to the 
surrounding community. We have musical gifts 
from all participating in this choir. We are truly 
blessed 

Also, for the great hosted reception in 
the fellowship for the attendees and the singers 
was well received. It is quite satisfying to enjoy 
conversing with the audience and choir 
members at this special time. 

 
Sincerely, 

Carol Wygle 
Treasurer 

 
 

Citrus United Basket 
 

Dear Friends, 
On behalf of Citrus United Basket,  

we would like to thank you for your recent  
donation. CUB would not be able to help those 
in need without your continued support and 
generosity. 

Sincerely, 
Kelly Selph 

 



 
Cheryl DeVore 

 
To my loving, caring, and thoughtful church 
family, 

Thank you for cards and notes of love 
and support. Losing my son, Donnie, was a 
great sorrow in my family’s life. He suffered a 
lot, and we knew it was a matter of time. We 
find some comfort knowing he is at home with 
our heavenly father, and there’s no more pain. 
We try to dwell on the good memories we will 
always cherish and know we will see him 
again. The mystery pain in my knee is keeping 
me from church since I am unable to put any 
weight on it. Hopefully this will be resolved 
soon. 

Love, 
Cheryl DeVore 

 
 

Inverness Primary School 
 

Dear Family at First Presbyterian Church, 
Thank you so much for the delicious 

lunch and school supplies for our students to 
begin on the right foot this year. We appreciate 
all you have done for Inverness Primary 
School! 

Love, 
Becky Smith 

School Counselor 
 

 
Claire Jenkins 

 
Dear First Presbyterian Church, 

Thank you for your prayers and card 
during my back surgery. We all know God an-
swers our prayers, and he has certainly an-
swered mine. I am pain free. 

Thank you, God, for my wonderful 
church family. 

Claire Jenkins 
 
 

Nancy Stein 
 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you so much for all the many 

prayers, cards, and church donations in Bill’s 
memory. All of your kind support was a great 
help during this time.  

Thank you again, 
Nancy Stein & Family 

 
 

Phil Swain 
 

Dear Church Family & Friends, 
Thanks to all of you for the many  

prayers, cards, and well wishes, through my 
challenges with heart procedures. 

In Christ’s Love, 
Phillip Swain 

  Christian Symbol 
 

Aureola: 





Special Thursdays 
What’s on your schedule for Thursday afternoons? Come 

join the Bible Study group in the church Library from 3:30-5:00 
p.m. every Thursday. The lively group explores the scripture with 
lots of discussion. No experience needed. Just bring your Bible 
and join the fellowship. The study is currently on the Gospel  
of Mark – lots of action! Facilitators are Frank and Audrey  
Mattox, and we welcome all! We’ll even save you a cookie.  
See you Thursday! 

Bible  

Study 

 The Operation Christmas Child shoebox 
mission project with Samaritan’s Purse for 
2019 officially began on September 18. All the 
supplies collected throughout the year were 
displayed, and the assembly line packing 
began! The WOW dinner and packing party 
resulted in 209 packed shoeboxes – our most 
ever for the annual packing party! What a 
marvelous beginning to this yearly mission 
offering. Additional boxes are available in the 

Narthex so we can all pack our own personal 
box.  

The last date to return your filled box is 
Sunday, November 24. Somewhere in the 
world is a hurting child who will feel the love 
of Christ through your donated box. Any 
questions? Contact Audrey Mattox, Mission 
Committee, at 341-2484 or see her in church. 
Christmas and children equals a shoebox and 
gives us an opportunity to share the Gospel 
around the world. 

 Habitat for Humanity of Citrus County 
has just about finished the Southern Pines 
Village development off Apopka Avenue in 
Inverness. Twenty-five families right here in 
our neighborhood have completed the Habitat 
partnership and now have the security and 
responsibility of home ownership. Every 
completed Citrus County Habitat home since 
2008 and home #37 has been furnished with a 
brand new Whirlpool washer and dryer. These 
washer and dryer sets are donated by our 

church family and friends. What a practical 
mission project to our local community.  

Three more Apopka Avenue homes will 
be dedicated this fall to bring the total Habitat 
homes in our county to over 190. That’s a 
whole lotta wash! If your family or group 
would like to donate toward the washer and 
dryer fund, make your check payable to the 
church and designate HFH/W&D Fund. This is 
a hometown mission! 




