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Mission Statement:

Dear Friends,
This Summer Nan’s little grandson Micah is

“To know Jesus

visiting us for an extended stay, which is great fun.

Christ personally, to

But, because it’s been a while since I’ve been

make Him known,
and to reflect His
love through

Quarterly Newsletter

around someone Micah’s age, I’ve found myself
Pastor Ron Pfeifer

pondering the nature of childhood.
In the gospels, Jesus commends those who

have a “child-like” faith (Mark 10:15), and I’ve been thinking about that

worship, education,

too. In her first book, the late Millenial-generation Christian writer Rachel

and service to all.”

Held Evans (1981-2019) wrote the following words about child-like faith,
and they are so lovely and so true that I think they’re worth sharing. She
wrote: “Those who say that having child-like faith means not asking ques-

Truly I tell

tions haven’t met too many children. Anyone who has kids or loves kids or

you, anyone

tions. Rarely are they satisfied with short answers, and rarely do they

who will not

‘why’ or ‘how come?’

“

receive the
kingdom of God
like a little child

has spent more than 5 minutes with kids knows that kids ask a lot of quesspend much time absorbing your response before moving on to the next
“Psychologists say the best way to handle children in this stage of development is not to answer their questions directly but instead to tell them
stories. As pediatrician Allen Green explains, ‘After conversing with thousands of children, I’ve decided that what they really mean is, “That’s interesting to me. Let’s talk about that together. Tell me more, please.” Ques-

will never

tions are a child’s way of expressing love and trust. They are a child’s way

enter it.”

conversation with you.”’

of starting a dialogue. They are a child’s way of saying, “I want to have a
“So when a little girl asks her father where the moon came from, he

Mark 10:15

might tell her that the moon circles around the earth and reflects light from
the sun. He might tell her that the moon likes to play hide and seek with
[ continued last page ]

Dr. Dennis Bennett Leads…

an in-depth exegetical Bible Class.

An informal discussion series with each unit self-

contained topic with no carry over to the next class, so that it will be a fun but very interesting summer
experience. It was at one time a feature of a cable TV program, hosted by me, and titled “Dr. Dennis’
Dummies Class.” Designed for all levels from beginners to rocket scientist, so I don’t have a clue!

Summer Bible Study on Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m.
Tuesdays
4:00 p.m.

Class focus
Text and word study

Preparations for class during week before

July 2

Matthew Chapter 1:18-25
Immanuel and Jesus

Find and read the birth stories about Jesus in the
Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John)

July 9

Matthew Chapter 28:1-20
Baptizing and Name

Find and read the birth stories about Jesus
in the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John)

July 16

Luke Chapter 10:25-37
Eternal Life and Mercy

Read Matthew 19:16 -29; Mark 17: 10-30;
John 3:15-18

July 23

Acts Chapter 2
Saved and Gift- Holy Spirit

Read Acts Chapters 1& 2 and be prepared
to define in one or two sentences “Pentecost”

July 30

John 3:1thru 21
Born Again and Light

Answer Nicodemus question in verses 9 in the
text for the day

Aug 6

1 Corinthians 12 & 13
Spiritual gifts and Love

One day read Chapter 12; next day Chapter 13
and Third Day Chapters 12&13

Aug 13

Ephesians 2:11-22
Christ and Works

Answer this question,
“What does it mean to be one in Christ?”

For people who have a great desire to learn with fun; you are encouraged to do some preparations
before coming to class. The class is roughly 45 minutes to one hour. Bring your Bible and pray daily.

Sweeter Yet!
Need a reason for a July indulgence? How about an appointment at
the Ice Cream Doctor? Thursday, July 11, at 3:30 pm. Treatment plan is
the flavor of your choice (low-cal, of course); And a therapeutic dose of
Bible Study, Mark 10:17-34. Come join this sweetest church gathering
for a cool treat on second Thursday of each summer month. Guaranteed
to make us all sweeter!

Scripture Searchers
If you are looking for a Sunday morning opportunity for adult Bible
Study, Scripture Searchers meet at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room.

“And we know

Please join us in fellowship and discovery as we’re inspired to apply the
written Word to ourselves both as individuals and as a church. July and

that in all things

August will be devoted to Peter: A Journey in Faith. This class is led
by Jeanie Roberts.

Women’s Bible Study
Our study of the book of Hebrews is helping us to grow more
sensitive to God’s voice within us…the voice of the Holy Spirit that
gives us the best warnings and directions for living our lives in a Godhonoring, peace-filled way. Is this something you’d like to grow in? If
so, come and join us each Sunday morning at 9:30 in the Prayer Parlor.
We would love for you to come and share in our study with us. If you

God works for
the good of those
who love Him,
who have been
called according
to His purpose.”

have questions about Woman’s Bible Study, call Gail Hill at 341-4779.
ROMANS 8:28

STEPHEN
“Stephen
Ministers
are trained
to help you

MINISTRY

“Love, love, listen, listen” is a motto for Kairos Prison Ministry.
Compassionomics is a recent medical practice which teaches doctors to
listen compassionately 40 seconds longer to their patients during an
initial office visit. The belief is that, if a patient is carefully listened to
for 40 seconds more, the healing process will improve.
In the book of James, we are told to be quick to listen and slow to
speak.
The word sounding-board is described as a person who listens. One
of the definitions for it, found in the urban dictionary, is “a good listen-

get through

er.” Listening is so much more than hearing words. A good listener is
attentive, aware, and totally engaged and not distracted.

the hard
times”

Stephen Ministers are trained to be attentive listeners. We are like
sounding-boards, depending on God’s guidance as we focus on a conversation.
If you or someone you know would benefit from a listening ear,
please call or speak with Pastor Ron Pfeifer, Alice Capps, Bruce Cook,
Gail Hill, or Vanna Johnson.

Youth Group is for Grades 6-12
Sunday Afternoons 3:00-6:00 p.m.
unless otherwise noted

Sunday, July 7

-

Youth Group

Sunday, July 14

-

Youth Group

Sunday, July 21

-

Youth Group

Sunday, July 28

-

Youth Group
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Summer Choir is open to everyone. We will rehearse Sunday, July 7, at 10:00 a.m. and sing for

the 11:00 service. We’re singing a beautiful patriotic piece in honor of Independence Day, as well
as other service music. Surprise me by filling up our choir loft!
In Joy, Karen Medrano, Director of Music

130+ and Counting
How do you accomplish 500 “sweat equity” hours toward
qualifying for a Habitat for Humanity home? One hour at a time! Our
own Mary Palmer has been diligently putting in hours at the homes
sites and the Habitat ReStores. How can we help? Call Toni at the
Habitat office, 563-2744, to learn how her church family can also
accumulate hours toward Mary’s goal. It’s all about family helping
each other!

Toy Time
What was your favorite childhood toy? The month of July is toy
time for Operation Christmas Child. Each month we collect an item for
our OCC shoebox ministry kick-off dinner on September 16. This
month’s emphasis is a small toy that will fit in a shoebox. Think a yoyo, a truck or car for boys, marbles, small airplane, balloons, whistles,
small Frisbees, or anything for boys. Suggestions for girls would be
small dolls, paper-dolls, beads, tiny plastic dishes, and anything
sparkling. Use your imagination! Just remember nothing military or
war-like. No toy soldiers, tanks or guns--even water guns. Many of
these children have dealt with the harsh realities of war. We want to
bring them sunshine and the love of Jesus! Bring your great finds to
Heidi’s cubby hole near the church office. Everything is being stored
in anticipation of our kick-off event in September. Any questions or
suggestions? Contact Audrey Mattox, the shoebox lady, at 341-2484 or
see her in church. Only 78 days to launch!

Caption describing
picture or graphic.

Pentecost Offering - Helping Cedarkirk
Although the June 9 date for Pentecost has passed, we are still accepting donations for the special offering in order to build the 40% share of
the total to help Cedarkirk with its building campaign. The other 60%
will go to the Presbyterian Mission Agency for missionary and associated
projects. As an example of the need for the Cedarkirk fund campaign, the
camp and conference center is being provided with a new dining facility
capable of accommodating 250 visitors instead of the current 160. Many
of the visitors are children. If you need more information, contact Russ

Savor the Summer

Hackett, Mission Committee Chairman, at 341-0149.

July 20, 2019

Yacht Starship
Cruising from Channelside - wonderful
views, superb food & good company.
Departing from First Presbyterian Church of Inverness at 10:00 a.m.,
the round trip transportation is provided by Lamer’s Motor Coach.
The 56 passenger bus has restrooms and AC that will make your trip
comfortable + (accommodates wheelchairs and walkers).
Menu choices are: Summer Strawberry Salad,
Braised Short Ribs, Cajun Chicken Breast, Yellow Tail Snapper,
Zucchini/Squash Duo and Chef’s Desserts.

$96 p.p. will confirm reservations by July 6
Contact Kaye Savage - Travel Authority (352) 628-0668 or
see trip coordinators Ron Embling or Ron Hatten for further assistance.

Invite your friends and neighbors... the More the Merrier!

“God Loves a Cheerful Giver”
God bless you my dear First Presbyterian Church of Inverness, Florida. I’m the main pastor of Guira de Melena’s Methodist Church. I want
to let you know, I am very grateful about your generous offering, which
you sent us through our brother Pedro Fuentes. We have received the
amount of $2,165 USD which we plan to use in the project of rebuilding
our church. Thanks to your help, we can continue with the construction
and if God wants, we will finish it this year. When we received this gift
of Christian love, we only had in the treasury the amount of $80. We
praise the Lord for your life because we can grow the kingdom of God in
our city and you have been a powerful instrument of God for that purpose. We bless you in the Almighty Name of Jesus Christ. If you would
like to know more about us, my email is mpvazguez1987@gmail.com or
my WhatsApp (+53 53034200).
Honestly in the love of God, Pastor Angel Lambertt Pierra

2CORINTIANS 9:7-12

Pot Luck
and Talent Show!
Most Popular Dish
Suzanne
Matthews
Waldorf Salad
· apples:

washed
and chopped
· celery: thinly sliced
· chopped nuts
· lemon juice
· sugar & mayonnaise
Place apples in a bowl
and sprinkle with lemon
juice. Stir in celery, nuts,
and add sugar and
mayonnaise to taste.
Enjoy!

Deacons
Judy Morris,
Bonnie Buesching,
Georgia Lovelace,
and Jeanie
Roberts gather
Easter baskets for
delivery to our
Caption describing
picture or
graphic.
church’s
homebound.

Child-Like Faith … concluded

the sun, so sometimes the moon looks like it’s peek-

beautiful stories that she will forget she ever had a

ing out from behind a black curtain, sometimes all

question, to begin with.

you can see is the top of its head, and sometimes you

“If there’s one thing I know for sure, it’s that seri-

can’t even see it at all! He might tell her about how

ous doubt – the kind that leads to despair – begins not

the moon has invisible arms that can pull the oceans

when we start asking God questions but when out of

back and forth making the tides rise and fall. He

fear, we stop. In our darkest hours of confusion and

might tell her that astronauts have walked on the

in our most glorious moments of clarity, we remain

moon and played golf on the moon and collected

but curious and dependent little children, tugging

rocks from the moon. He might tell her that the moon

frantically at God’s outstretched hands and pleading

has dimples and craters and basins that we can see

with every question and every prayer and every tan-

only with a telescope and that there’s a special place

trum we can muster, ‘We want to have a conversation

on the moon called The Sea of Tranquility that isn’t

with you!’

really a sea at all. Then the father might take the little

“God must really love us because he always answers

girl outside, hoist her up onto his shoulders, and let

with such long and wonderful stories.” Amen. God does

her stare at the moon for a while. He might even re-

really love us indeed because we are, one and all, His

cite a poem about a cow jumping over the moon.

children. Have a blessed Summer.

Soon the little girl will become so lost in her father’s
v

Dear Church Family,

Yours in Christ, Pastor Ron
This is a very special thank you with sincere appreciation. I thank all of the prayer warriors who have
sent prayers my way over the last three months or so.

Thanks for all the prayers, cards, and calls during
my surgery and recovery from knee surgery. The love
and concern from our church family means a lot to
both of us.

Ron & Vera Hatton

It’s been a rough ride with colon issues and two kidney operations in eight days. All of the prayers and
calls have helped me get past the pain for sure.
Thanks be to God! God bless all of you.
All My Love, Wayne Shotwell
Glenn and I want to thank everyone for your

Just a short note to let you know for April and

cards, calls and visits while Glenn continues to recov-

May your food donation to us was 350 pounds. We

er from the stroke he had in February. He doesn’t

appreciate all you do for Citrus United Basket (CUB).

have a discharge date yet, but I think it will be soon.

Thank you for your continued support.

He (we) still need your prayers.

Sincerely, Kathy LaMons

Sincerely, A.J. Smith

First Presbyterian Church
206 Washington Ave. Inverness, FL 34450 • (352) 637-0770 • www.fpcinverness.org
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OFFICE HOURS
8:30 am - 4:30 pm Monday - Thursday
8:30 am - 3:00 pm Friday

Sunday

Monday
1

Tueday
2
10.00 am Prayer
Gathering
4:00 pm Dr. Bennett’s
Bible Class

Wednesday
3
9:00 am Staff Meeting

Thursday

Friday

4

Saturday

5
10:00 am Simple Yoga

6

Church Closed
7
Holy Communion
10:00 am Summer
Choir Rehearsal
3:00–6:00 pm
Youth Ministry

8

9
10.00 am Prayer
Gathering
4:00 pm Dr. Bennett’s
Bible Class
6:45 pm Stephen
Ministry

10
9:00 am Staff Meeting

11
3:30 pm Bible Study
at Ice Cream
Doctor

12
10:00 am Simple Yoga

13
8:00 am -12:00 pm
HFH Work Day

14
Remember to Bring
Food for CUB Next
Sunday
3:00–6:00 pm
Youth Ministry

15

16
10.00 am Prayer
Gathering
4:00 pm Dr. Bennett’s
Bible Class

17
9:00 am Staff Meeting

18

19
10:00 am Simple Yoga

20
10:00 am
Bus Leaves Church for
Starship Cruise in
Tampa

21
3:00–6:00 pm
Youth Ministry

22

23
10.00 am Prayer
Gathering
4:00 pm Dr. Bennett’s
Bible Class
6:45 pm Stephen
Ministry

24
9:00 am Staff Meeting

25

26
10:00 am Simple Yoga

27

30
10.00 am Prayer
Gathering
4:00 pm Dr. Bennett’s
Bible Class
6:45 pm Stephen
Ministry

31
9:00 am Staff Meeting

28
3:00–6:00 pm
Youth Ministry

29

WORSHIP SERVICE
8:00 & 11:00 am Traditional Worship - Sanctuary
9:30 am Contemporary Worship - Sanctuary
9:30 am Christian Education
9:00-10:45 am Coffee Fellowship

